De Luz Post Office

The mail was first carried on horseback from Murrieta
to De Luz. Later, when the California Southern Rail-
way was built from San Diego to Temecula, a tiny sta-
tion called DeLuz was established near the confluence
of De Luz Creek and the Santa Margarita River (now
on Camp Pendelton). The mail pouch was dropped off
there, then carried to De Luz by horse. The archives of
the US P.O. Dept. states that the first Post Office was opened November 1, 1882 under the name
DelLuz (one word). Mr. McClure was the first postmaster. Rev. Henry J. Camp was appointed post-
master April 24, 1883 and the post office was moved up five miles to his homestead in 1887.

1882-1891 the Howe Post Office was located close to the Santa Margarita River next to the rail road
station located near the current intersection of De Luz Rd and Sandia Creek Rd. The postal service
was maintained by any one of several ranchers who became postmaster in his own home. Fred
Orvis was one of these early postmasters and lived on what was later the Stoner’s property on De
Luz-Murrieta Rd. It is presumed the post office was located on his property. From 1890 to 1900 the
mail service was at W. W. Wilmot adobe (later the Click’s, near the Ecology Center).

People in De Luz had their mail picked up by
Gramp Day (Harry Kirk Day), starting as early
as 1882. He hauled the mail with his buggy and
horse Wanda. People of De Luz Canyon would [
leave their outgoing mail in the hollow of a big =
tree that grew near the hotel at Judson Mineral
Springs. Gramp Day would take his buggy back g
and forth to the Howe Post office. Sometimes he
would pick up groceries for people in the canyon.
“Then we had 9 creek crossings and the grade.
He would bring the mail back and either drop it
off at people’s homes and ranches or put it in the
hollow of the tree Several times Gramp Day had to put the mail and any packages on the seat be-
side him and his feet up on the dashboard as the water came into his buggy.” excerpt from a letter
by Mrs. W. G. King (Margaret Regan).

In 1910 the Judson Warm Mineral Springs was purchased by Kate S. Regan who remodeled the
hotel and turned it into a private residence. The house was built on a hill, with two stories in the front
and three in the back. At first the mail was on the second floor and later kept in the basement of the
hotel until 1914. X

In 1914, De Luz got its own post office It was built
in the Garnsey yard by Mr. Leslie and Louis J. Garn-
sey. Garnsey served as the postmaster for 16 years.
The post office stayed on the Garnsey property for
16 years and it became famous for being “The small-
est complete post office in the world”. The post office
served about 26 families occupying about 25 square
miles of surrounding country.

When the railroad washed out in 1916, the mail was =
no longer delivered by railroad. The mail was deliv- - (ort Okt i S G Galludeer
ered to De Luz three times a week by horse and bug-
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gy from the West Fallbrook Post Office.

On the grade up from the Santa Margarita River there is was a palm tree fed by a spring. An early
pioneer tapped the spring and installed a water trough. Both Wanda and Gramp Day rested in the
shade and were refreshed by the spring. The round trip from De Luz to Fallbrook and back was
about 24 miles and took at least five hours.

The Alexanders were well known hotel proprietors and bought the home from Kate Regan in 1916.
Kate Regan’s brother, Mr. Tiffany ran the ranch. The Post Office was rebuilt and moved to the The
Alexander’s place and stayed in this location for eight years. Tiffany was the new postmaster. In
1930 Tiffany bought the post office building from Louis J. Garnsey and moved it to the wide spot
beside the road opposite the old hotel. During the 1930’s and on Charles Javes and Jack Gallaher
were the mail carriers.

In 1938 Mrs. Alexander sold her home to Dr. Samuel Wilson, but Mr Tiffany obtained permission
from Homer McDowell to move his post office across the road from the lovely De Luz School house
with Tiffany still the postmaster. In 1939 Mr. Tiffany sold the building to the new post mistress,
Chloe Baxter, and it was moved back to it's previous spot at the hotel. She was the postmistress
for forty-one years until the postal service to De Luz was stopped. Mrs. Baxter wanted to move her
beloved building to the hill above the Garnsey ranch but she felt the grade was too steep for the old
building to be moved intact. So it became the property of Dr. Wilson and he moved it to the bun-
galow next to the old hotel and used as a tool shed. This property was later owned by the Criders.
Chloe Baxter was the postmistress until the post office was closed in 1955 and the De Luz commu-
nity was served by the Fallbrook Post Office by several rural routes.

Mrs. Chloe Baxter in 1953

s o

i Bt o S

Mrs. Baxter and the De Luz Post Office

Steve Garnsey getting mail from Mrs. Baxter

Old Post Office before it was rebuilt and moved.
The house behind the building is the original
Garnsey home.

De Luz Post Office 1950




Notice how the boxes are on the left-hand side of the building.

Augustine Fredy and George are hired to
repair and rebuild the post office building
in 1986 when it is moved from the
Crider’s place to the Ecology Center in
the school’s parking lot.

Partially refurbished post office building

Fallbrook Post Office in town 1890



1986 building restored at the Fallbrook Ecolo-
gy Center. Notice the different position of the
postal boxes. Scott Gordon, the present day
(2022) teacher at the Ecology Center, pointed
this out.

Present day De Luz Post Office

Teddy Garnsey pointing to the place where
the old post office was placed on the Garnsey
Ranch.

Photo courtesy of the Fallbrook Historical
Society

Sources:
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Article in the Fallbrook Historian A Quarterly Publication of the Fallbrook Historical Society
Summen\2021
https://www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Summer_2021_The-Histori-
an.pdf

The Southern California Rancher article See page 5

Fallbrook/Bonsall Village News February 11, 1999 article See page 6

De Luz Post Office article written by Maie Ellis See page 7

Fallbrook Public School letter to Crider See page 8

“De Luz Post Office” Fallbrook In Review Volume 8 Winter 2001 Fallbrook Historical Society

My Days at the Ranch Written and lllustrated by Margie Kersey Book available on Amazon



cked ‘away among the high
~“mountains between Fallbrook and
‘Murrieta_is the pleasant little settle-
= gent of De Luz.
ts chief claim to glory is the fact
é: it has the smallest complete
post office in the world—(and that’s
covering a lot of territory.) Equally
gignificant to the casual visitor, how-
r, is the fact that it has no gaso-
e station, no hot dog stand, no
e boxes. In fact, De Luz really
't a town, as the post office is the
- gnly public building in it, and when
u reach this focal point you can’t
even see many houses or ranches.
. But there are a lot of them, hidden
in little valleys, or perched perilous-
Iy on the tops of high hills. Some
gre just humble country homes,
others are the hide-a-ways of
. wealthy folks, who like to live
- where living is easier and quieter,
- “ar from the maddening crowds.”
. “Even the highway from Fallbrook
De Luz suggests adventure, for
r leaving the outskirts of Fall-
ok, the pavement soon dwindles
ay and you are riding on a good,
t twisty, narrow decomposed
Enite road, of which there are few
't
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in_Southern California now-a-
days. Up steep hills, down others
just as- precipitous, around sharp
bends, now and then a house is
sighted, but mostly there is just
scenery. Then all of a sudden you
ecome to a wide place in the road
and there is the tiny post office.
Across the street is the modern and
beautiful home of Dr. Samuel Wil-
son of Los Angeles, and a road sign
‘g)int;ng to the northeast that says
“Murrieta is 14 miles of more twists,
“furns, ups and downs. And this road.
“erossing the San Diego-Riverside
“ounty line, is in many places just
bout as it was in the horse and
~~wouggy days of 50 or 60 years ago.
Narrow, lined with heavy growth of
frees and brush, it winds through
little valleys where streams trickle
: the year round, until it suddenly dis-
- covers the pavement that leads di-
rectly to the Murrieta post office.
The only other road out of the De
Jwz Valley is a shelf in the moun-

ide that leads to the old Santa
Rosa Rancho via a forestry service
fire trail through Redondo Mesa in
Riverside County; but this is the sort
of road that most drivers avoid un-

they have a yen for hazardous
traveling.

Nearly two centuries ago (1769 to
be exact) the Spanish explorers and
fettlers arrived in San Diego. After
they had explored the coastal section

discovered San Francisco Bay,
they fanned out into the mountains
Rorth and east of San Diego, seek-
g sites for missions and grazing
lands for their rapidly increasing
erds of cattle and sheep. Then, in
2 few years, some of the more ener-
getic settlers established private
Tanchos, and requested land grants
from the Spanish and Mexican rulers.
1!1 fact, the private grants and mis-
flon establishments claimed virtual-
7 ail the best land in Alta California.
€ vast section of fine grazing
hnd' that is now the world’s largest
arine Corps training center, was
once the Santa Margarita y Las

.ores Rancho of Pio and Andreas

C0. At one time it embraced some
Dic 0 acres in what is now San
ﬁego. Orange and Riverside coun-

es. Closely adjoining it on the
Bortheast was the 11 square league

a Rosa Rancho, granted in 1846

‘uan Moreno, and a little way to
&éncsoutheast was the Monserate
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By Philip S. Rush

these three nearby ranchos failed to
claim the best lands of the whole
area—a large tract extending north
of the San Luis Rey River to the
resent Riverside-San Diego County
ine, and embracing the highly valu-
able and fertile Fallbrook district,
Rainbow, and De Luz. It was a sort
of wedge between the three ranchos,
or in Spanish “desecho” or the part
left over. Similar omissions have
been found elsewhere in California
but usually the wiley Spaniards
found ways to stretch their boundary
lines so that they included all the
best lands. But the Fallbrook-Rain-
bow-De Luz district was open at the
time of the American occupation of
California, so was settled mostly by
homesteaders, with maybe now and
then a squatter or claim jumper.

Nobody seems to know when De
Luz first came into public notice as
an entity in itself. But it is said
that many many years ago a sheep
man named Luz brought his herds
into the mountains, and the spot be-
came known as El Corralito de Luz,
or the little corral of Mr. Luz—who
was probably a Basque. For some
unknown reason he did not patent
the land, or leave any permanent
record of himself except in the name
of the location and the creek that
flows through it. In 1861 a man
named Spring squatted on the land,
but did not complete title to it. In
the 80’s a number of persons were
attracted to the area, and began
homesteading tracts varying up to
several hundred acres, and these
persons became the first permanent
settlers.

Among the earliest permanent set-
tlers in De Luz was Rosseau J. Wil-
mot, wha is said to have first visited
the district as a member of the Gov-
ernment survey party of 1878. He
was a thrifty New Englander, who
homesteaded 160 acres, and later ac-
quired other property; he also car-
ried the mail from l};llbrook to De
Luz for some years. His land is now
the Bleecker-Mason Ranch of 400
acres.

James Garnsey and Harry K. Day
were among the first homesteaders.
They were the paternal and maternal
grandparents of Felix Garnsey, one
of ay’s most J)msperous De Luz
ranchers. Mr. and Mrs. Garnsey have
a beautiful ranch home, shaded by
the same ancient oak trees that years

ago surrounded the first cottages of
his gragdparents.

One of the most active citizens of
the community, years ago, was the
Rev. Henry Jay Camp, who came to
San Diego in 1876 as an Episcopalian
rector, and a few years later home-
steaded at De Luz and became its
second postmaster. He was a good
farmer, but found time to act, also,
as a missionary rector, working in
the tiny congregations of Murrieta,
Fallbrook, Temecula, Escondido and
Bostonia.

One of the other first homestead-
ers was Charles E. Rubottom, who
received a U. S. Patent to 80 acres
near the Garnsey ranch in 1889; E.
Hill and Mrs. Ida Thorkelson were
other early settlers in the valley,
but some believe that the oldest
house still standing is that of Mr.
and Mrs. B. R. Mosher, at the Dia-
mond S Ranch—the former A. E.
Evarts home. Several boards in the
ggrch ceiling of this ranch house

ar Evarts’ name and postal ad-
dress at De Luz, indicating that they
were shipped in by mail, either as
lumber, or as casings around other
merchandise.

The archives of the United States
Post Office Department in Washing-
ton, D. C.,, show that the first post
office was opened under the name
Deluz, November 1, 1882, Louis L.
McClure being the first postmaster.
Rev. Henry J. Camp was appointed
postmaster April 24, 1883, and De-
cember 5, 1890, the name of the office
was officially changed to De Luz—
two words instead of one.

The mail was first carried on horse-
back from Murrieta to De Luz. When
the California Southern Railway was
built from San Diego to Temecula,
a tiny station called De Luz was
established near the intersection of
De Luz creek and the Santa Mar-
garita River, and the mail pouch was
dropped off there, then carried to
De Luz by horse. Now the mail is
brought by auto thrice weekly from
Fallbrook. Mrs. Chloe Baxter has
been postmistress since 1938, and she
has a distinction that few postmas-
ters have, of personally owning the
post office building, a frame struc-
ture 8 feet square, fully equipped for
the needs of the 33 families that re-
ceive their mail at De Luz.

Agricultural activities at De Luz
have always been diversified. From
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the time of the first homesteaders
the valley has produced grain, fruits
grapes, honey, poultry, etc. Most o
the ranch residences are hidden un
der ancient oaks and cottonwoods.

Since its earliest times, De Lu:
has had a school, and the presen
ivy covered school building erectec
in 1928, is unusually attractive. Here
Mrs. Catherine Hindorff teaches al
the grades from primary through
the eighth. The enrollment for 1950-
51 consisted of Charlotte Surls,
Regis Kinnell, Lee Surls, Dwain
Surls, Wanda Surls, Jeanette Brain,
Gary Surls and Jerry Jave. The
school mascot is a big desert turtle.

Opposite the De Luz school is the
attractive ranch home of Mr. and
Mrs. Homer McDowell, and there are
a number of other nice homes and
small ranches nearby including the
Surls, Brain, Jave and Holsworth
ranches. Among the newer ranchers
in the valley is R. C. Fass; and the
Mathews ranch, now being develop-
ed just below the Riverside-San
Diego County line, promises to be
an outstanding one.

The most important event in the
recent history of De Luz is the fact
that the San Diego Gas & Electric
Co. has extended its power lines to
the valley, and found almost 100 per
cent of the population eagerly wait-
ing to be connected with the “juice.’
Already a number of new electric
gumps with sprinkler systems have

een installed, and the housewives
are enjoying good lighting, electric
refrigeration, and many other con-
veniences heretofore denied all but
a few who had individual home elec-
tric plants.

De Luz has narrowly escaped com-
plete annihilation by forest fires
several times during the last ten
years—the latest being a bad fire
June 2 and 3, 1951, which burned
over 13,000 acres mostly in Camp
Pendleton.

And, like the rest of Southern
California, De Luz has its worries
over water. Ordinarily De Luz creek
ang its tributaries furnish as much
water as the residents require, but
the recent government suit to claim
all the Santa Margarita watershed
(including De Luz creek) for Camp
Pendleton, regardless of the original
rights of old established ranches, has
caused some worry at De Luz. The
site of the proposed Camp Pendle-
ton Dam is near the old railway sta-
tion of De Luz, just below the junc-
tion of De Luz creek and the Santa
Margarita River, and if built to the
height now contemplated, the back
waters of the lake may inundate
some of the more southerly ranches
of De Luz.

While there is a lot of good land
that can be cleared along De Luz
creek (at a considerable expense), the
settlement cannot expand westward
because of Camp Pendleton, whose
boundaries crowd the road from Fall-
brook most of the way. And to the
north, is the 90,000 acre Vail Ranch,
with headquarters at Temecula,
which owns all of the old Santa
Rosa land grant except a few acres
between De Luz and Murrieta own-
ed by W. H. Saxman and his neigh-
bors. Eastward is the populous
Rainbow district, and to the south
is the Santa Margarita River, which
will become a vast lake whenever
the Camp Pendleton Dam is con-
structed.

The photographer for The South-
ern California Rancher recently
visited De Luz, and obtained a num-
ber of pictures of homes in the set-
tlement. These, with views of the

school, post uffice, the foads, etc.,
are included in the advertisement of
the San Diego Gas & Electric Cq..
which appears on Page 31, of this
month’s Rancher.

When the California Southern Railway was completed from San Diego to
Temecula, excursions were run frequently. This old photo shows an excur-
sion train, stopped in the T la or Santa Margarita Canyon not far from
De Lusz Station. The tracks were washed out in 1884, and again in 1891, and
never rebuilt after the second flood.

llr'ho' granted in 1846 to Ysidro
o la Alvarado, 13.322 acres lying
? Png the San Luis Rey River.

E:Obably by accident, since no ac-

ate surveys were made by the
&. - Settlers, the Spaniards owning
P
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By MAIE ELLIS
DeLuz is located in the moun-
ajnous northern section of San
Mego County, south of the
outhern edge of Riverside
Jounty. It is not a town but a
‘luster of ranches lying con-
entedly in a long high valley
~ith innumerable beautiful oak
rees watered by crystal clear
cool streams running all the
year around from the surround-
ing towering mountains.

Legend has it that before
postal service was established
in DeLuz, any resident going to
the village of Fallbrook, brought
back all mail for the DecLuz
ranchers and placed it in a
large hollow of an immense
oak tree. It was then picked
up from there.

In 1882 postal service was
maintained by any one of sev-
eral ranchers who became post.
master in his own home. One
of these early Postmasters was
Fred Orvis, living on what s
now called the Stoner place.
Driving up the DeLuz Road to-
day, one may see the remains
of the house still standing, a
rock fireplace with its tall stone
chimney sturdily resisting the
elements.

In 1908 a Mrs Regan rented]
the old hotel-site ranch and
camped there with her family.
In 1910 she bought the 80 acre
ranch and remodelled the old
two-story hotel building She
built an outside stairway with
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a tinv room underneath it on

double-sized mail boxes.

the ground floor. This -little
room became another ‘“home”
post office with Mrs. Regan
postmaster. Across the DeLuz

P

4inal days in U. S. Government

ST OFFICE — In 1914 this eight-foot by eight-foot post offi
wa}g constructed by L. J. Qarnsey who became the first DeLuz postmaster. The
office remauled open’and in service until 1954. On the door of the office is a
slot marked “Letters” and on the side of the building are 33 small and one

Road ,ﬁrb'r’n her little post office
is th; spot where later the, as
yet_~unborn’; little DeLuz post
office building would sit out its
work. -
In 1914 the eight foot by eight
foot post office building was
constructed by rancher L. J.
Garnsey on his place under the
beautiful spreading oaks. Garn-
sey was the first postmaster to
serve in this small building;
and the carrier, fondly known
to all as “gramp’’ Day, con-
tinued hauling the DeLuz mail
from Fallbrook.

BUILDING MOVED

In 1916 Mrs. Regan sold her
ranch to Mrs. Alexander, own-
er of the Hotel Alexandria in
Los Angeles, and her brother
Mr. Tiffany operated the ranch.
In 1930 Tiffany as new post-
master bought the little build-
ing. from L. J. Garnsey and
moved it to the wide spot be-
side the road opposite the old
hotel site previously mentioned.

In 1938 Mrs. Alexander sold
to Dr. Samuel Wilson, but Mr.
Tiffany obtained permission
from Homer C. McDowell to
move his postoffice there across
the road from the lovely school
house.

In 1939 he sold the building
to. the new postmaster, Chloe

g e~y

ce

ter from 1939 to 1954 or 1955.
Thus ended 40 or 41 years of
faithful service by the little
post office building. The DeLuz

territory be !m
hnbmﬁ%are , a

presently served by one of sev-
eral rural routes from Fall-
brook.

BECOMES A TOOL SHED
Mrs. Baxter wanted her little
building on her ranch upon &
hill beyond the Garnsey ranckh
but decided it could not make
the grade, so it became the
property of Dr. Wilson whe
moved it across the road t
become a tool shed. The pres
ent owners, James and Mar
bara McManus, still have th
ex-post office tool shed. It ma
be seen there today with a slo
in the door labelled LETTER!
and on its right side still equip
ped completely with its tripl
rows of regulation metal mal
boxes; 33 small and one double
gsized. The boxes are fille
from the inside, but the ,(}oor
are outside and handy fc
“‘dawn to dark” working rar
chers.

Now as to its closing date
some say 1854, but Mrs. Fel!
Garnsey has a copy of a Se
Diego newspaper printed Jul
20, 1964 carrying an article ar
pictures, with a caption''Dela
Post Office Closed But Is D}

Baxter, who had the much-
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Fallbrook Union Elementary School District

321 N. lowa St. « P.0.Box 698 « Fallbrook, California 92028-0698 + (619) 728-1131

GOVERNING BOARD DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
Nancy Zudis, President William E. Diedrich, Ph.D.
Paul Schude/;, Clerk ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT
Cristin Corser, Member Voris Hoffman
Margaret Kennedy, Member DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS SERVICES
Mitchell A. Rolin, Member David R. Gammie

September 24, 1984

Norman J. Crider
P.0. Box 218 £ %0/

Fallbrook, CA 92028 , },y"p/)—

Dear Mr. Crider,

The Fallbrook Union Elementary School District is heavily committed
to an outstanding educational program which is being offered to all
third and sixth grade students in our district. This program will be
held on site at the De Luz School and will commence within the next
few weeks.

We are attempting to provide students with 'hands on experiences,"
by utilizing community resources and individuals who have first
hand knowledge of the area and its history.

Having traversed the De Luz Road often during the last few months,

I have noticed the old De Luz Post Office, which I understand is
situated on your property.

Is there any possibility you might consider donating the Post

Office to our School District for educational and historical purposes?
If so, I feel certain the students would glean a great deal from its
presence on the property. We would also do any necessary restoration
that the building might require in order to preserve it as well as
move it from your property to the De Luz School site.

If you would like to discuss this matter, please feel free to phone
me at your convenience at 728-1131 anytime during the working day.

Thank you, Mr. Crider, for your consideration regarding this request.

Sincerely,

Linda Cowan

Coordinator of Curriculum

Resources
FALLBROOK STREET MAIE ELLIS LA PALOMA MARY FAY PENDLETON SAN ONOFRE JAMES E. POTTER JR. HIGH
Faus Smyth, Principal Roberta DeLuca, Principal  James M. Choate, Principal Tal Cowan, Principal Janice L. Tait, Principal Bob Ferguson, Principal
728-2131 728-8477 728-8300 430-0782 (714) 492-3372 728-8421



