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               Garnsey Family History

Two of the pioneer families of De Luz are the 
Garnseys and the Days.  The Day and Garnsey 
properties were originally adjacent and were later 
combined through marriage. Currently the proper-
ty is located at 40635 De Luz Road.
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James Louis Garnsey & Ruth Jane Raney
James Louis Garnsey, united in matrimony with Ruth Jane Raney in 1857, 
became the patriarch of a lineage with profound ties to California’s history. 
Their offspring included Louis James, Lottie Jane, John Rector, Armanel-
la, Margaret, Clara Bell, and Felix Raney Garnsey. Notably, this Felix 
Raney should not be mistaken for the later Felix Garnsey (1909-1994).

In 1870, James’s profession was recorded as a Brick Maker in Santa 
Clara County, California and later in Santa, Ana, California. His final rest-
ing place is in the Santa Ana Cemetery, California.

Delving deeper into the family tree, James’s son Felix Raney Garnsey 
tied the knot with Ida Henry. This Ida was affectionately termed ‘Aunt Ida’ 
by the family. Prior to her residency next to Teddy and Felix, she lived in 
a house near the De Luz Kamp Retreat. Aunt Ida not only had a green 
thumb, evident from her concord grape vines, but also had a knack for wine 
making, as recalled by Teddy and Jan Roll. Subsequent to Felix’s passing, 
Aunt Ida embarked on a new chapter of her life, wedding Henry Thorkild-
sen in 1942, as documented in the San Diego Union on September 2nd of 
that year. Her marriage certificate can be viewed below.

James Garnsey: A Settler of Santa Ana
James Garnsey made his mark as one of the pioneering settlers in Santa Ana, arriving in 1873. His jour-
ney began by assisting Mr. Springer in driving a valuable herd of cattle from Missouri to California. On 
establishing roots in Santa Ana, he set up the city’s first brickyard. Ownership of this brickyard was later 
transferred to his son-in-law, Charles E. Grouard. Professionally, records from 1900 indicate James’s 
occupation as a Brick Maker, which by 1910 had shifted to Mason - Brick. Born on July 31, 1831, James 
lived until March 16, 1915. He, along with many of his family members, rests in peace at the Santa Ana 
Cemetery in California.

In his retirement, James nurtured bees along Cottonwood Creek in De Luz, located adjacent to the Te-
naja Truck Trail. This piece of history was shared with Tom and Suki Glenn by Felix Garnsey, who also 
pointed out remnants of a building foundation nearby where the bees once thrived. 
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These are the remnants of the foundation of the 
James Garnsey’s house where he kept bees in his 
retirement years.

Many relatives worked in the brick yard in Santa 
Ana.  His son, Louis Garnsey’s occupation was 
shown as Laborer - Brick Yard in 1900 in Santa 
Ana, Orange County, California. Charles H. Young, 
his son-in-law, was a Brick Layer in 1920 in Santa 
Ana. A possible list include Louis Garnsey and wife 
Edith Garnsey; James Garnsey and wife Ruth plus children Nellie, Felix and Harry; Felix R. Garnsey 
and wife Ida; Clara Bell Garnsey and husband Isaac Mecham; Margaret  Garnsey;  Armenella Garnsey 
and husband Henry Young, and children Edith, Charles, Nona and Hennrietta; Lottie Jane Garnsey 
and husband Charles Grouard and children Louise Mock, Franklin Grouard, and Ruth Lottie Grouard. 

Teddy Garnsey notes that James homesteaded the Thousand Oaks Ranch in 1892, with a detailed 
account of his life be below.
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Louis J. Garnsey: The Postmaster and Farmer of De Luz Louis J. Garnsey (1873-1942) was not 
just any resident of De Luz; he was a pivotal figure in the development and culture of this rural commu-
nity. Marrying Edith Day, they had three children: Felix R., Harry R., and Nellie (Ruth).

He inherited the agrarian ethos from Gramp Day, otherwise known as Harry Kirk Day, cultivating a rich 
variety of produce on the family ranch. His crop included muscat grapes, apricots, olives, and grain. 
These muscat grapes were a significant part of the ranch’s production, being cultivated from 1890 
up until 1973. Apart from his agricultural pursuits, he, along with others, transformed this place into a 
remarkable rural settlement.

A notable mention from the San Diego Union on January 11, 1914, reveals Louis’s appointment as the 
postmaster of De Luz, a position he held for a commendable 16 years. His time as postmaster brought 
him to the limelight in 1928 when the Union lauded his unique “piggly-wiggly post office.” This tiny 
establishment, merely eight feet in dimension, sat close to his farmhouse. For his diligent services, he 
earned a modest salary of $5 a month. However, his commitment was unwavering. He catered to 15 
families, sorting mail, selling stamps, and occasionally pen-
ning a money order.

This post office was a paragon of simplicity and convenience. 
The Union article beautifully captures the essence of the 
era, portraying Louis’s office as an ever-open establishment, 
catering to patrons who’d simply call out “Louie, oh Louie” 
whenever they needed services. Interestingly, it was noted 
that Louis hadn’t stepped off his ranch for almost a year. As 
he puts it, “This post office job isn’t very rushing but there’s 
always plenty to do on the ranch.”

However, another perspective sheds light on the extensive 
reach of Louis’s produce. Although Louis might not have ventured far from his domain frequently, his 
farm produce, especially his grapes, found their way to distant markets. In one instance, an impressive 
delivery of 4,000 boxes of grapes was made to Santa Ana.
Louis J. Garnsey’s life was a rich tapestry of dedication, both to his 
land and to his community. His final resting place is in the Santa Ana 
Cemetery, located at 1919 East Santa Clara Avenue, Santa Ana, 
California 92705.

Felix Raney Garnsey
Born in 1909, Felix Raney Garnsey was a true son of De Luz. By the age of three, he had already 
made De Luz his home, marking the beginning of a life deeply intertwined with the land and com-
munity. With Theodora Mueller, fondly known as Teddy, by his side, they built a family, with their son 
Stephen M. Garnsey.

A glimpse into Felix’s life reveals a man of innovation and sheer will. Faced with the challenge of nour-
ishing his vast expanses of diverse crops—grapes, peaches, walnuts, and black-eyed peas—Felix 
conceived and executed the construction of the 42-acre Frog Pond. And he did it the hard way, with 
sheer determination, using a fresno blade drawn by a horse and the support of hired hands. But Felix’s 
ingenuity didn’t stop there. He pioneered an irrigation system, intricately designed, where much of the 
piping was handcrafted into 8-inch cement pipes—a testament to his knack for problem-solving and 
craftsmanship.
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Yet, Felix’s legacy isn’t just con-
fined to the bounds of his farm. 
His heart beat for the community 
of De Luz. A stalwart advocate for 
conservation, he graced the Soil 
Conservation Service Board with 
his insights and expertise. More-
over, he served as a trustee on the 
De Luz Elementary School Board, 
showcasing his dedication to fos-
tering education in his community.

Felix wasn’t just a man of position; 
he was a man of action. In times 
of adversity, particularly during 
the frequent floods and fires that 
threatened De Luz, always ready 
to lend a hand, his resilience and communal spirit were unmatched. In 1981, the Historical Society 
honored him by naming him the Pioneer of the Year.

Beyond his roles in farming and community service, Felix harbored a passion for the natural beauty 
that surrounded him. Together with Teddy, he ventured into the realm of photography, capturing the 
vibrant wildflowers of the region. Their compiled works were not just for their personal viewing; they 
generously shared these wildflower slide shows with schools and the broader Fallbrook community. 
His talent as an amateur photographer is remembered in the Garnsey Wildflower Slides, available for 
viewing on this website.

1978 stands out in the annals of De Luz 
history, not just because of the torrential 
rains that graced the region, but for the 
unparalleled community spirit it unveiled. 
In just two days, an astonishing 14 inches 
of rain battered the area, transforming the 
serene De Luz Creek into a raging torrent. 
The deluge was so fierce that the creek 
crossing, a vital link for the residents to 
the outside world, was damaged The af-
termath was a landscape altered, a com-
munity isolated, and a pressing need for 
quick action. In times of crisis, true lead-
ers emerge, and such was the case with 
Felix Garnsey and Bob Durling. Felix with 
a group of determined neighbors, took 
the lead in responding to the catastro-
phe. Recognizing the urgency of the sit-
uation, they didn’t wait for external aid. Instead, they harnessed the collective strength of the 
community to tackle the problem head-on by shoring up the temporary bridge with sand bags.
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September 1994
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Harry R. Garnsey  1913 – 1973  Harry attended the De Luz School from 1917 - 1918 and 1920 - 1924.  
He was a great help on the farm and worked with Gramp Day and Felix.  He lived in the cabin built for 
him in 1951 on the Garnsey property next to Edith Mitchell’s house (where Tom and Suki Glenn now 
live).

Nellie (Ruth)  1911 - 1992  She is mentioned 
in the school records as Ruth and attended the 
second De Luz school from 1916 - 1917 and 
1918 - 24 with her two brothers.  She moved to 
Idaho and married Frederick Deines.  She had 
one son George and a foster daughter Betty 
Mize.

Theodora Louise Garnsey 1907 – 1998  wife 
of Felix Garnsey Everyone knew her as Teddy. 
For some of the stories she has written about 
her life in De Luz see: Ol’ Man and “Grand-
ma”; Hanging in There Xmas 1989; My 90 
Wonderful Years on the following pages.

Harry K. Day (Gramp Day) and Harry Garnsey 
in overalls in vineyard

A sample of Harry’s writing from the De Luz 
Public School records.
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Felix and Teddy 
Garnsey 1985               

                                                      Tom Glenn, Felix and Teddy Garnsey 1991 Flooded De  Luz Creek
                                                          crossing

           Teddy Garnsey

                                                    Standing Teddy Garnsey   Suki Glenn     1991 in Teddy’s living room
                                                    Sitting     Edith Mitchell     Mary Ferrero  

Mary lived here and went to the De Luz School from 1912 - 17.  She remembered a ranch style house 
with a large porch on the Mitchell’s property
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San Diego Union December 1927

San Diego Union December 1917

San Diego Union January 23, 1942

Fallbrook  residents to Get Raid Insructions 
Fallbrook January 23 (Special)
-Blackout and air raid instruction will be given Fallbrook 
citizens at ameeting at the high school auditorium. New 
air raid wardens appointed are G. A. Nuthall, J. C. Bax-
ter and Felix Garnsey, De Luz...

Evening Tribune October 18. 1951

De Luz Families in the News

San Diego Union 1938-08-30

San Diego Union November 1917
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Stephen M. Garnsey, born in 1937 and having gracefully lived until 
2018, carried forth the Garnsey legacy with passion, intelligence, and a 
deep sense of commitment. United in love with Rosalee Zepik in 1958, 
they became the proud parents of Lisa and Michael, ensuring the Garn-
sey lineage continued to flourish.

Stephen’s early years were anchored in the Garnsey Ranch. His for-
mative educational experiences took place in De Luz School from 1943 
to 1950. From there, he proceeded to Fallbrook High School, setting a foundation for an academic 
journey that would lead him to significant achievements.

His thirst for knowledge and drive for excellence propelled him UC Riverside for a BS degree in Bot-
any, then onto the University of California, Davis, where he attained a PhD in plant pathology. This 
academic pursuit set the stage for Stephen’s noteworthy contributions to the world of science. As a 
citrus virologist, he embarked on a stellar career that spanned over three decades at the USDA. His 
extensive research and work in Florida helped shape our understanding of citrus diseases and ways 
to combat them, cementing his reputation as a leading expert in the field.

However, the allure of the Garnsey Ranch proved irresistible. After his illustrious career in Florida, 
Stephen, alongside his beloved wife Rosalee, made the decision to return to De Luz and the ranch 
that held so many cherished memories. The couple built a splendid home on this historic property, 
blending modern amenities with the charm and tradi-
tion the land inherently held.

Back on the ranch, Stephen didn’t merely rest on his 
laurels. He actively managed the ranch, ensuring its 
prosperity and legacy. His expertise in plant sciences 

seamlessly 
transitioned 
into a collab-
oration with 
Doug Wel-
burn in gourd 
cultivation, 
adding anoth-
er feather to 
his diversified 
hat of accom-
plishments.

Stephen M. 
Garnsey’s life 
stands as a 
testament to 
dedication – 
to family, to 
science, and to the land that saw him grow from a young boy 
to a distinguished man.



22



23

Rosalee Garnsey 1938-2021
Born in the picturesque landscapes of Minnesota in 1938, Rosalee Garnsey was a woman whose life 
journey was as diverse as it was inspiring. Her early years in the Midwest laid the foundation of the 
strong, resilient, and gracious woman she would become.

Her quest for knowledge led her to the University of California, Riverside. It was at UCR that fate 
played its hand. On a double date, she met Steve Garnsey, a connection that would blossom into 
lifelong love and partnership. In 1958, their paths became one when they decided to embark on the 
journey of marriage.

Rosalee’s life in Florida was filled with purpose and dedication. She channeled her passion for edu-
cation and service into her roles as a teacher and later, as the head of a nursing home. Her multifac-
eted career showcased her versatility, commitment, and an innate ability to care for and nurture those 
around her.

But beyond her professional accomplishments, it was in the role of a mother that Rosalee truly shone. 
She brought into the world two beautiful souls: Lisa in 1963 and Michael in 1966. With the same ded-
ication she showed in her career, she provided them with love, wisdom, and guidance, molding them 
into responsible and kind-hearted individuals.

Rosalee’s home was a haven of warmth and hospitality. Known for her generous spirit and impec-
cable hosting skills, she was the quintessential “hostess with the mostest.” Her grace and elegance, 
combined with her genuine kindness, made every guest feel welcomed and cherished.

In 2021, the world bid goodbye to this remarkable woman. But Rosalee Garnsey’s legacy lives on, not 
just in the memories of those who knew her but in the values she instilled, the love she shared, and 
the lives she touched. Her journey, filled with love, service, and grace, serves as an inspiration to all.   

 Rosalee, Joe Ann Douglas, and Lori Bryant

  
                                                                                             Rosalee Garnsey, Suki Glenn and Akina

See “Early Farm Life” on the DeLuzHistory.com website.  This is a copy of the long lost album that 
Teddy Garnsey created.  It was preserved by Gina Palculich and given to Suki Glenn for this website.
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Lisa Garnsey - 1963 - present

Lisa Ann Garnsey / Lisa Garnsey Ensign is Stephen Garnsey and Rosalee Zepik Garnsey’s first child 
born in Woodland, California in 1963. After her father completed his PhD at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis in 1964, she moved to Winter Park, Florida. Aside from a sabbatical year in Gainesville, 
Florida, she and her brother Michael Paul Garnsey grew up in the central Florida area where her 
interests spanned academic and musical pursuits. She briefly considered pursuing a career as a 
flautist, but instead obtained her BS in mathematics at Stetson University, her MS in biostatistics at 
Harvard University, and after some time in the professional world earned her PhD in clinical science 
at the University of Colorado.  

After completing her MS in 1987, Lisa joined the Biomathematics department at MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, Texas, where she analyzed clinical trial data and researched study designs and 
the prognostic factors. In 1989, she met her future husband, Philip Wesley Ensign and they married 
in 1991. Although they both enjoyed the ethnic diversity, broad arts and culture opportunities, and 
access to windsurfing that Houston offered, they also realized it wasn’t where they envisioned putting 
down long-term roots and in 1993 they moved to Denver, Colorado. 

In Denver, Lisa started a biostatistics department at a medical device company that made pace-
makers and implantable defibrillators, and Phil introduced her to two other sports, rock climbing and 
skiing, that quickly became passions. After the medical device company she worked for moved to 
California, Lisa co-founded a clinical and quality systems SaaS company, and when that company 
was acquired she worked as an independent consultant while also pursuing her PhD. At the same 
time, she and Phil took every opportunity to travel to Europe and Asia to check out rock climbing and 
mountaineering destinations, as well as to explore local resort and backcountry skiing areas. 

In 2016 Lisa was recruited by a New York-based clinical trial’s SaaS company, and working remotely 
allowed a move to Glenwood Springs (about 45 minutes from Aspen, CO) to oversee the building of 
a house designed by Phil’s father into which they moved in 2019. The mantra “work hard, play hard” 
continues to be a favorite - Lisa is currently developing methods for using external controls to make 
clinical studies safer and more effective, and she and Phil are enjoying living in and exploring the 
beautiful mountains surrounding the Roaring Fork Valley
Mike Garnsey - 1966- present

From the records of Mike Garnsey: “One additional tidbit: James L. Garnsey, who staked his claim 
of acres in Deluz in early 1880’s, was a ‘pioneer of Santa Ana and a successful brick maker’ before 
retiring to his Deluz acreage to keep bees (the combs of which were shipped to Los Angeles).  Not 
sure, but I’m guessing that Harry K. Day was homesteaded 160 acres in De Luz, and James L. Garn-
sey also was homesteaded 160 adjacent acres in De Luz.  The combination of both acreages (via 
marriage of James’ son Louis to daughter Edith to Harry Day became known as the 320 acre family 
ranch that Louis transferred title to Felix in 19xx (most likely no later than the 10 November 1934 mar-
riage of Felix and Teddy).  (We know that Louis was alive for the transfer of the family ranch to Felix). 
Regarding the blurb that Louis ‘got work at the Huntington Hotel’.

Per a 1975 ‘Community Property Agreement’ I found (signed by Teddy and Felix), Harry Garnsey it 
indicates that Louis J. Garnsey owned 135 acres. And.... additional good nuggets.

“At that time, Felix’s mother was in a mental institution.  In 1930-31, being unable to cope with various 
problems on the ranch and keep up with payments on a mortgage on the property, Louis walked off 
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and took employment in Pasadena.”   (Presumably the Huntington Hotel Teddy mentioned in her 1st 
year of marriage paper).  
In 1937 Harry Garnsey, brother of Felix, was committed to a mental institution.  The property was 
also involved in a boundary dispute with one Mr. Poston.  At about that time Louis deeded the 
property to himself and Felix as joint tenants, the consideration being the fact we had operated the 
property, made mortgage payments and cared for Harry before his commitment, and that we further 
agreed to care for Harry for the rest of his life and to assume the legal expense of the boundary dis-
pute.”
“Harry was cared for in their home except for intervals of confinement, until his death in 1973. Louis 
died in 1944 and the property passed to Felix as surviving joint tenant.”  (Note the year of death con-
flicts with the 1942 date stated in the aforementioned 1960 court document. 

From a California state ‘Substantiation of Value of Realty’ filing (possibly 1976?) there is an indication 
that the 1/2 of the property was ‘purchased’ in 1938 and the other 1/2 in 1942.  My hunch is that Felix 
bought out Louis’ 50% share in 1938 via promissory note ($2,500 referenced in the 1960 court docu-
ment from Felix to Louis) and the 1942 reference is when the property fully passed to Felix upon the 
death of Louis.  
Finally, I found a copy of the official homestead certificate #1653 for Harry K. Day: 160 acres.  Signed 
by President Benjamin Harrison on June 15, 1892.   
Unfortunately, there was no certificate for James L. Garnsey in this folder.”
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Day Homestead Certificate  West half of the Southwest quarter of Section 29 and the east half of 
the southeast quarter of Section 30

In Township 8 South of Range 4 West of San Bernardino Meridian in California containing 160 
acres  June 15, 1892.

Family cemetery on the Garnsey Ranch



27

Caroline 
V  Day

1827 - 1908

Felix R
Garnsey

1909 - 1994

Theodora 
Garnsey

1907 - 1998

Stephen 
Garnsey

1937 - 2018

Rosalee 
Garnsey

1938 - 2021

Ida May 
Belle Day

1858 - 1903

Jessie 
D Tittle

1880 - 1930

Edith Day
 Garnsey

1885 - 1964

PMARG

             Cemetery on the Garnsey Ranch *
See First Settlers for the Day Family History on this website

Erastus 
M. Day

1824 - 1902

Arthur
 L. Mitchell

1899 - 1985

Behre

Our Baby 
Girl

1888 - 1889

Frank 
R. Day

1877 - 1950

Louise M. 
Day (Behre)
1866 - 1930

Frank Beardsley 
Day

1850 - 1928

Harry 
R. Garnsey
1913 - 1973

*Phoebe Welburn bought the property in 2019

Michael Paul Garnsey
 1966   - present

Erastus M. Day
1824 - 1902

Caroline Verona Beardsley
1827 - 1908

Harry Kirk Day
1852 - 1932

Ida May Belle
1858 - 1903

Louise M. Day
1866 - 1930

Fred 
Behre

Frank Beardsley Day
1850 - 1928

Julia Frances 
Gilmartin
1856 -  ?

William J Day
1866 - ?

Lena
1854 - 1945

Baby Girl
1888 - 1889

Frank R. Day
1877 - 1950

Edith Day
1885 - 1964

Louis James Garnsey
1873 -1942

Jessie V Day Tittle
1880 - 1930

David Martin Tittle

Reese Marjorie Edith T.
1908 - 1993

Arthur L. Mitchell
1899 - 1985

David Mitchell
1931 - 1986

Barbara Wilsey Douglas Mitchell
1933 - 1993

Carol Mitchell
1961 - present

Clayton Brunt
1961 - present

Owen Brunt
2003 - present

Maxwell Brunt
1996 - present

Harry R. Garnsey
1913 - 1973

Nellie Ruth 
1911 - 1992

Felix Raney Garnsey
1909 - 1994

Theodora Mueller
1907 - 1998

Stephen Garnsey
1937 - 2018

Rosalee Zepik
1938 - 2021

Edith Day
1885 - 1964

James Louis Garnsey
1831 - 1915

Ruth Jane Raney
1839 - 1900

Thomas R. 
Garnier

Ralph L. AliceBertha Freund

Dorothy Gantvoort

Patricia Norman

Lulu Adams
1886 - ?

Dorothy Day
1906 - ?

Carolyn Anderson
 1961  - present

Phil Ensign
   1958  - present

Lisa Garnsey 
Ensign

  1963  - present
Solange 

Mundstock
 1972  - present

Aaron Garnsey
 ? - 1845

              ? -  ?

? John Garnsey
? -  ?

? -  ? ? -  ?? -  ?

? -  ?

? -  ?

? -  ?

? -  ?

? -  ?

1902 - ? 1904 - ?

Day and Garnsey Family Trees

Edith Day married Louis James Garnsey and this is 
how the two families were connected by marriage

This is not a typo. Gramp’s 
headstone does look like 
this. His hand print is on the 
back.
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People buried in the Day/Garnsey Cemetery

Erastus M. Day   1824 – 1901
Caroline V Day  1827 – 1908      (married to Erastus Day)
Frank Beardsley Day 1850 – 1928
Behre                  Louise M. Day Behre daughter of Erastus and Caroline
Jessie Day Tittle  1880 – 1930 (married to David Martin Tittle and Edith Mitchell’s mother)
                      Three Children Margorie, Reese, and Edith
Edith Day Garnsey  1885 – 1964 (married Louis Garnsey)
Ida May Belle Day   1858 – 1903 (married to Harry Kirk Day aka Gramp Day)
Our Baby Girl   1888 – 1889  only 17 days old (daughter of Harry Day and Isa May)
Frank R Day   1877 – 1950  son of Harry Day and Isa May)
Arthur L. Mitchell  1899 – 1985  married Edith Mitchell 1908 - 1993
Edith Mitchell   not in cemetery - owned property at 40521 De Luz Road currently owned  
               by Tom and Suki Glenn
Gramp    1852 -  1932   Harry Kirk Day  (married to Ida May Bell)
Felix Raney Garnsey  1909 – 1994 married to Teddy Garnsey                 
Harry R Garnsey  1913 - 1973   brother of Felix and Ruth Garnsey 
Theodora Louise Garnsey 1907 – 1998   (Teddy)
Stephen M. Garnsey 1937 – 2018 son of Felix and Teddy married to Rosalee
Rosalee Garnsey  1938 – 2021 wife of Stephen Garnsey
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These are the family members buried in Santa Ana Cemetery, in the Fairhaven Memorial Park and 
Mortuary, Santa Ana, California close to the Garnsey headstone.

James Louis Garnsey
1831 - 1915

Louis James 
Garnsey

1873 - 1942

Ruth Jane Raney
1837 - 1900

Edith Day
Garnsey

1885 - 1964

Felix Raney 
Garnsey

1868 - 1936

Ida M. 
Henry

1866 - ?

Isaac August
Mecham

1867 - 1953

Clara Bell 
Garnsey

1871 - 1944

Margaret 
Garnsey

1864 - 1949

Henry Charles
Young

1858 -1900

Armanella
Garnsey

1862 - 1945

Arthur Garnsey
1878 - 1878

Ruth Minerva
1886 - ?

John Rector
Garnsey

1860 - 1906

Julia A
Beckley
1864 - ?

Infant son
1890

Louise Mock Franklin LouisRuth Lottie
1888

Charles Edward 
Grouard

1858 - 1925

Lottie Jane
Garnsey

1873 -1931

John Rector Garnsey Arthur Garnsey
An infant son

Isaac Mecham Clara Mecham

Louis James Garnsey

Ruth Minerva
An infant daughter

James Louis Garnsey

Ruth Lottie Grouard
An infant daughter
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1888 Plat Map De Luz

Plat Maps & Property Puzzles of the Days and Garnseys
Historical plat maps reveal numerous properties under the names of both the Day and Garnsey fami-
lies. However, the intricacies of property transfers remain shrouded in mystery. Curiously, while there’s 
no deed identified under James Garnsey’s name, the 1912 plat map highlights an “F. R. Garnsey” 
property near Cottonwood Creek, just north of the Day’s land in Section 19. This leads to speculation: 
perhaps the property was registered under Felix Raney Garnsey rather than his father’s name.

In 1888, the plat diagram pinpoints the H. K. Day property straddling Sections 29 and 30. The Day 
Homestead Certificate elaborates: it’s in the west half of the southwest quarter of Section 29 and the 
east half of the southeast quarter of Section 30. This information aligns with the details on the 1888, 
1989, and 1912 plat maps.

Additionally, the 1889 map showcases the Day School in Section 29, taking its place in history as the 
inaugural school in De Luz.
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1889 Plat Map De Luz

De Luz 1889 Plat Map Interpretation
This rendition of the De Luz map is credited to Jan Roll, who deciphered the challenging-to-read 
original 1889 Plat map. Here are some early settlers and notable points:
Camp: Reverend Henry Camp’s land holds significance as one of De Luz’s first post office sites.
Harry Kirk Day: commonly referred to as “Gramp,” initially owned the land.
Subsequent ownership passed through James Garnsey, Louis Garnsey, Felix R Garnsey, and even-
tually to Stephen Garnsey.
Notably, the Day School was located here, which later became part of the Garnsey Ranch. Early 
student records suggest attendees like Jessie and Frank Day, Irvine and Eldon Camp, Joseph and 
Nellie Carr, Harry Moeller, and the Wilmots - Arthur, Charlie, and Edith. By 1890, these students 
transitioned to the Santa Rosa Public School, erected on the Wilmot property in 1988. More details 
are available in the DeLuzHistory.com archives under “De Luz Public School Register.”
L. Judson Hot Springs: Identified where the historic hotel stands on De Luz Road.
Stewart: This might be the location of the original Corral De Luz (refer to “Origin of the Name De 
Luz” on the website).
Wilmot Families: Several Wilmot clans settled along De Luz Murrieta Road:
W. W. Wilmot, 1885: The land later became the Click’s property.
Ross. W. Wilmot, 1888: Eventually, the Bleecker family acquired it.
R. J. Wilmot, 1888.
V. Roboni: This property was later known as the Stoner land. V. Roboni cultivated grapes. olives, 
and wine making.
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1912 Plat Map De Luz

Deciphering the Plat Map and Its Historical Inhabitants
F R Garnsey in Section 19: Spanning 80 acres, this likely belonged to Felix Raney Garnsey (1868-
1936), James Garnsey’s son, rather than the Felix Garnsey familiar to us from the 1909  to the 90s. The 
land was possibly registered under F. R. Garnsey’s name instead of James.
H. K.’s Dual-Section Property: H. K.’s land stretches between Sections 29 and 30. This aligns with 
the location of the Day School, as depicted on the 1889 Plat map (see prior page) and H. K.’s property 
sketch from 1888 on page 30.
E. M Day: This property is assumed to have belonged to Erastus M. Day.
FR Day: Most likely, this property was under the ownership of Frank R Day.
T J Stoner: This land, once under V. Roboni’s name, eventually became T J Stoner’s.
K. Regan: Originally known for Judson’s Warm Mineral Spring.
GN JE Brode: This property transitioned through various owners. Larry But-
ler once owned it, and currently, it’s under Van Ginkle’s possession.
R J Wilmot: Significant for hosting the second De Luz Public School, a palm 
tree near this property stands as a silent testament to history.
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Intriguingly, the 1912 Plat map Section 19 highlights 80 acres under the ownership of F R Garnsey. 
It’s likely that this refers to Felix Raney Garnsey (1868-1936), James’s son. However, this shouldn’t 
be confused with another Felix Garnsey from 1909 to 1994. Speculation arises that the property may 
have been listed under F.R. Garnsey instead of James, although no plat map records James Garnsey’s 
homesteading. 
There are intriguing tidbits scattered across the Fallbrook Enterprise newspaper articles about a Raney 
Garnsey. Despite listing seven children in the Life of James Louis Garnsey, Felix’s name is absent, with 
only a mention of Raney. However, cross-referencing with MyHeritage genealogy records suggests a 
Felix H (Raney) Garnsey who might have been living in different places at different times, from Santa 
Ana in 1880 to Alberta, Canada in 1916, then back to Santa Ana in 1920, and finally in San Diego in 
1930 before his death in 1936. Based on this evidence, it appears that Felix Raney Garnsey and Raney 
Garnsey could indeed be the same person. Further confirming this identity, a 1923 article in The Enter-
prise mentions Felix Garnsey staying with his father, Louis Garnsey. In the same year, another report 
highlights Raney Garnsey’s achievement of hand-digging a well, striking water at just six and a half 
feet deep. The sealing factor? His marriage certificate to Ida Henry distinctly lists his name as Felix R. 
Garnsey, see page 2.
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