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| CONTINUND FROM PAOR 1

- “The winds shifted at a

very high speed at 4:30 this
‘morning and by 5 a.m. we
‘had a. fire' storm blowing
right through:De Luz Can-
yon," ghe said. “The entire
Jorthern end of the canyon
"has been destroyed and, be-
cause of the smoke,'I can't
even see the road in front of
my house 100 yards away,”

Diane Guy, a neighbor of
Mrs, Gamsey. sald the two
occu%ed houses destroyed
by the fire were on the

» Arteberry Ranch here, lo-

‘cated on the Plette ’l‘ruck
Trall..

'l‘he Division of Forestry
d all 800 acres of the
mnch *also known as the
AC. W. Ranch, were burned

* and that- a 1,000-gallon

diesol fuel tank on the
grounds exploded.
Tom Woolsey, who oper-

" ates Rancho Robledo,. an

Arabiai horse ranch on De
Luz Rd., sald the fire
burned much of his back
lond and jumped around his
house and horses. His
home, situated on a hill,
was untouched but the
grounds around it were
blackened.

Donald Day, who Ilves

cight miles northwest of

Fallbrook on De Luz Rd.,

* sald the fire burned down
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De Luz Valley last night to
the intersection of Murietta
Rd. and De Luz Rd.

“I'm foading all my be-
longings in a van-and pre-
paring' lo evacuate,” he
sald, “Quite a few peop!e
have cvacuated and the
rest are getting ready to."”

He sald the fire looked
worse than the 1969 fire that
pue‘rllcd this remote commu-
ny,

“In 1969, the fire didn't
reach the valley,” he said.

Garnsey sald fire crews
were called ‘away from the
area last night and that the
fire moved towards the
community while the crews
were elsewhere,

Garnsey organized resl-
dents in the arca, who sct

backfires and watered the

area down.

“‘We would have lost our
homes if we hadn't,” Gamn-
sey sald, “We would have
all been burned out if we
hadn't been on the ball.”

A Division of Forestry

. spokesman said the crews

were called away at the
um:e to fight another hot
spo

Mrs. Garnsey sald the
fire destroyed the Derling
Nursery here and a home

owned by Mrs. Lucienne |

McDowel. Some residents

evacuated to De Luz Ele-
mentary School, a 50-year- |

old building used for nature
siudies by the Falibrook
School District.

The fire came within a
quarter mile of the school,

where fire crews were cut- |

ting fire breaks.
*There hasn't been a fire

up here in a number of |

years and some of the
brush was 8 to 10 ft. high,”

Mrs, Gamnsey said. “When |
the brush went up, it was |

like a wall of fire.”
The Community was
without power for- several

The De Lut community,
anamo{dtmsamiaxwa»

mlla mnheau of Fall-

br wasy surrounded
mdmna major fire

in August of 199 which

razed six homes and
mm acres in the
(vumy
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mﬁ%s, 14 air lankers
bemnsedlo the fire.
mm%
hsl might but the operator
was A geoond
bulldoter operator was
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The fire, which started

Monday, was caused by a
Cigarelle,

San fire,
which started in
Clevenger was Con-
tained
after acres.
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