CROP_THRIVES

—Manusl Mortinez Phote
Wilbur Bradley, left, the “gourd king,” entertains

vidtting scouts Robert Davxes, 9, Doug Williams, 12,

ari@'Duane Hall, 9, on his Natlonal Cxty gourd farm.

The Gourd Farm
Attracts Fans

By LARRY FREEMAN

NATIONAL CITY — With-
out benefit of government sub-
sidy be has reduced his acre-
age until there are only a
couple of small patches of a
crop left but Wilbur Bradley
still calls it “The -Gourd
Farm.”

1t is also one of the most vis-
ited “farms” in the county, es-
pecially noteworthy because it
is inside a city.

Bradley estimates that last

‘year. . about 4,000 to. 5,000 per-"

sons“came to visit his farm,
and finger the - .variety’ of
shapes and sizes among the
: thousands of gourds he han-

HANY VISITORS

)l@t of his visitors are chil-
dren:“Some come in school
- buses, making a fleld trip out

+ of the visit. They include kin-

© couple of small patches for ex- -

es  because

R s - “gourd),

dergarten children, other ele-
mentary school students Cub
Scoats, Campfire Girls, Blue
Birds;.Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts
and Sunday school groups.
Bradley formerly had about

12,00 gourd plants on two -

acrexof ground on siopes be-
hind his home at 170 East 31st
St., National City.

He -, cut production to a

: busteess became so good.-

He fomd he couldnt both

: msegourdsandprocasand
- sell them.

Now be contracts with Felix
. Garnsey of De Luz and the

' Bates Brothers, nut growers
and dealers in Valley Center,
to grow his gourds.

CROP FAILURE

Bradley got into the gourd
business in 1955 at the urging
of county fair officials. That
year he sold 2,900 gourds. He
says he could sell as many as
50,000 this year if he could get
that many.

His output has risen steadily
since 1955, except last year
when a crop failure cut his
supply to 10,000 gourds.

As far as Bradley knows
there is only one other com-
mercial gourd producer in

Souinern California, and prob-
ably the state.

In 1959-60 he found a grower
in Pacoima, in the Los Angel-
es area, who planted three
acres of gourds and agreed to

supply all Bradiey would take

at' 9 "cents each. Bradley
hauled about 30,000' of them,

2,000 each load, from Paeouna
to National Cxty )

That move put him over as-"
the reputed “Gourd King”-of

Southern' Czlifornia. .
HaroldPearsonotEle'

‘whose gourd operation was de- |

stroyed by fire last year, sold
Bradley 5000 at five cents
each in 1956, as interest in the

decorative and Iunct:onal
_gourd expanded. °

Gourds are grown from
seed, hybridize themselves in

-the field, thus creating a vari-
. ty of sizes and shapes. One of.
,the .prized - varieties comes

from Peru, and is called the
“canteen” beause of its shape. )
VARIETY OF USES - .
Bradley’s gourds, painted or
dyed, or even uncolored, are

made ‘into cookie jars, plant- {c
bird |

ers . . (waterproofed),
houses, - bird feeders, decora-
tives, penguins, flamingos
(out of the so-called fish
handbags puppets,

" Santa Clauses, and whales

among other things. He turns
some out in these shapes, but
the buyer sometimes makes
his own.

One of Bradley’s newest and
heaviest demands is for
wholesale quantities of gourds

. to be shipped to Hawaii where

they are used by hula dancers
as ipus, ‘the drum-like in-
strument used for background
rhythm,

Bradley was for Jnany years
a member of the Sweetwater
Union High School District
board, worked during the
World War I era as a chemist
at the now abandoned Her-
cules Powder plant on the
tidelands at the north end of
Chula Vista. and was chemist
in charge of a citrus products
plant in National City later.
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Turning On The Sprit



