
THE LITURGY OF WORD & SACRAMENT 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

SUNDAY, April 28, 2024 10:00AM 

REGULAR PRINT =PRESIDING MINISTER OR ASSISTING MINISTER 

BOLD PRINT = CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 

 = AT VARIOUS POINTS THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE, THE SIGN OF THE CROSS MAY BE 

MADE BY ALL IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR BAPTISM 

The red EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP service book and hymnal is used for the 

liturgy. 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(We Stand) 

Words to be spoken or sung by the assembly are indicated in bold type. 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have ignored voices 

that call for your justice. 

We have neglected actions 

that witness to your righteousness. 

We have spoken and acted 

in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 



We truly repent of things we have done 

and left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Restore our troubled spirits, 

so that we may live in newness, 

follow the way of the Spirit, 

and build up the body of Christ. 

Amen. 

Rejoice and be glad! 

God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 

and restores us to life through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



HYMN FOR GATHERING  

         



 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE



                            

The PRAYER OF THE DAY 

    The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 
 

     Let us pray... 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life 

in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and psalm. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 
 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. 

Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and 

was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to 

get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along 

the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 



came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 

no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31                                                                                    

 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 

    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 

    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 

    and turn to the LORD, 

and all the families of the nations 

    shall worship before him. 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 

    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 

    and I shall live for him. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 

    future generations will be told about the Lord 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

    saying that he has done it. 

 

SECOND READING: First John 3:16-24 
 

A reading from First John. 
 

 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 

he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God 

loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

 

 



 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 

the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 

in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 

has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 

in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him 

is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

   

        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 
 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me 

as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified 

by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

”The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON                                                                                     Reverend Leroy Cannon 

 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                    ELW# 768 (Red book) 

 
  



APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                       ELW pg. 105 

 
I believe in God, the Father 

almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into 

heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the 

communion of 

saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the 

body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The service then continues with the prayers of intercession. 



The PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH and RESPONSE 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need of good news. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. 

Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word 

and help us to abide in you always. For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, 

and national leaders, for elected representatives at every level, and for international 

organizations, that justice and peace may reign. God of grace, 

O Lord, hear my prayer… 
 

 

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing 

from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering. For this congregation: 

for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit and minister to one 

another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all who seek to share 

your love with the world. God of grace, O Lord, hear my prayer… 

Command your angels concerning all who are sick, especially those we remember silently in our 

hearts and with voice upon our lips (pause); Becky LeFrage, Fred Mansperger, Bill Barley, 

Sharon Baldwin, Tracy Hamiter; Connie Pool; Emmy Reeves; Bobbie Prosser; Sarah Trani; H.B. 

Eleazer; Jeff Harrell; James Deckle; Peg Thompson; Family and friends of Peg Thompson 

(nephew, Dave Walter; uncle, Eddie Lawson; friend, Vickie Henderson and friend Candy 

Pennington). God of grace,. God of grace, 

O Lord, hear my prayer… 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly remains standing for sharing the Peace. 



PEACE ELW pg. 106 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you! 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

The OFFERING & OFFERTORY 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 

    Offertory Anthem                      Goodness Is Stronger than Evil                                          Choir                                         

Doxology 

          OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 

life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
       PREFACE and SANCTUS    

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

. 

 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE BELOVED 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR WORSHIP IS THIS SHARED MEAL  

All are welcome to join us as members of God’s family in Christ, as we share in this powerful gift of God’s love and grace for 

the human family.  We gather around the altar, kneeling or standing, wherever there is a place. The presiding minister offers 

wheaten wafers but can provide a gluten free wafer by request at the altar rail. The assisting minister offers individual cups of 

red wine as well as cups of white grape juice for you to choose.  The church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under 

each element alone. If you prefer to commune in your pew with a prepackaged communion set, please alert an usher. 



COMMUNION SONG                    

 
 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God 
 

 

                         The assembly stands and the presiding minister says a table blessing. 



THE TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen! 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

           

           The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               



       SENDING HYMN                                                                               ELW#377 (Red book) 

               

 

 



DISMISSAL 

      Alleluia!  Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

      Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 
           POSTLUDE 

 

A powerful statement about gender and LGBT+ equality from Bishop Tutu 

At Southwark Cathedral in London on February 1, 2004, Archbishop Tutu said: 

 

"The Jesus I worship is not likely to collaborate with those who vilify and persecute an already 

oppressed minority. I myself could not have opposed the injustice of penalizing people for 

something about which they could do nothing - their race - and then have kept quiet as women 

were being penalized for something they could do nothing about - their gender, and hence my 

support inter alia, for the ordination of women to the priesthood and the episcopate. 

 

"And equally, I could not myself keep quiet whilst people were being penalized for something 

about which they could do nothing, their sexuality. For it is so improbable that any sane, normal 

person would deliberately choose a lifestyle exposing him or her to so much vilification, 

opprobrium and physical abuse, even death. To discriminate against our sisters and brothers 

who are lesbian or gay on grounds of their sexual orientation for me is as totally unacceptable 

and unjust as Apartheid ever was." 

 

                               

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS AN INCLUSIVE, LGBTQIA+ AFFIRMING 

congregation that believes Christ calls us to serve others with joy. Safe Space Dinners, a    

ministry for homeless LGBTQIA+ youth, including people of color.  The ministry is 

simple. On the second and fourth Thursday of each month, these youth (14-23 years old) 

are offered a safe space and time to gather for a time to rest and recharge, a home-cooked 

meal, a haircut, and a backpack of items they will find helpful in their day-to-day life. 

There are always a number of games to play, including video games. Sometimes we have 

entertainment from the community. There is no preaching, no conversion therapy 

attempts; only support and comfort. This is a ministry of giving – nothing more. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES of WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP 

In Person Sunday Worship Livestream - 10:00 am-11:00 am www.reformationcae.org 

Coffee Hour is held after the worship service in the Reformation Fellowship Hall. 

Wired Word is held via Zoom on Mondays at 7:30 pm. 

ZOOM ID - 861 5915 0341 

http://www.reformationcae.org/

