
THE LITURGY OF WORD & SACRAMENT 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

SUNDAY, May 5, 2024 10:00AM 

REGULAR PRINT =PRESIDING MINISTER OR ASSISTING MINISTER 

BOLD PRINT = CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 

 = AT VARIOUS POINTS THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE, THE SIGN OF THE CROSS MAY BE 

MADE BY ALL IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR BAPTISM 

The red EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP service book and hymnal is used for the 

liturgy. 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(We Stand) 

Words to be spoken or sung by the assembly are indicated in bold type. 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have ignored voices 

that call for your justice. 

We have neglected actions 

that witness to your righteousness. 

We have spoken and acted 

in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 



We truly repent of things we have done 

and left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Restore our troubled spirits, 

so that we may live in newness, 

follow the way of the Spirit, 

and build up the body of Christ. 

Amen. 

Rejoice and be glad! 

God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 

and restores us to life through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



HYMN FOR GATHERING                                                           ELW#836 (Red book)

 

 

         



 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE



                            

The PRAYER OF THE DAY 

    The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 
 

     Let us pray... 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into  

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives            

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and psalm. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 

 

A reading from Acts. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 98                                                                               Read responsively 

 
1O sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things. 

  His right hand and his holy arm 

    have gotten him victory. 
2 The LORD has made known his victory; 

    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the victory of our God. 



4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar and all that fills it, 

    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

SECOND READING: First John 5:1-6 
 

A reading from First John. 
 

 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 

God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who 

is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 

with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 

truth. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

   

        
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be 

in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 



 

SERMON                                                                                     Reverend Leroy Cannon 

 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                    ELW# 631 (Red book) 

 

                



APOSTLES' CREED                                                                                       ELW pg. 105 

 
I believe in God, the Father 

almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the 

dead.* 

On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into 

heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the 

communion of 

saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the 

body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The service then continues with the prayers of intercession. 



The PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH and RESPONSE 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need of good news. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 

Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our 

ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, O Lord, hear my prayer… 
 

 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 

that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 

partnerships and cooperation. our children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, 

especially those afflicted by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be 

conduits of your love in our care for one another. Your work is done in this place with our 

hands. Bless Reformation so that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those 

who plan and lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God 

of grace,  

O Lord, hear my prayer… 

Command your angels concerning all who are sick, especially those we remember silently in our 

hearts and with voice upon our lips (pause); Becky LeFrage, Fred Mansperger, Bill Barley, 

Sharon Baldwin, Tracy Hamiter; Connie Pool; Emmy Reeves; Bobbie Prosser; Sarah Trani; H.B. 

Eleazer; Jeff Harrell; James Deckle; Peg Thompson; Family and friends of Peg Thompson 

(nephew, Dave Walter; uncle, Eddie Lawson; friend, Vickie Henderson and friend Candy 

Pennington). God of grace,. God of grace, 

O Lord, hear my prayer… 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen. 
 

The assembly remains standing for sharing the Peace. 



PEACE ELW pg. 106 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you! 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

The OFFERING & OFFERTORY 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 

    Offertory Anthem                      “In That Great Getting’ Up Morning                                     Choir                                         

   Doxology 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

           

 

 

 



          OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 

life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
       PREFACE and SANCTUS    

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 



Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

 



THE COMMUNION OF THE BELOVED 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR WORSHIP IS THIS SHARED MEAL  

All are welcome to join us as members of God’s family in Christ, as we share in this powerful gift of God’s love and grace for 

the human family.  We gather around the altar, kneeling or standing, wherever there is a place. The presiding minister offers 

wheaten wafers but can provide a gluten free wafer by request at the altar rail. The assisting minister offers individual cups of 

red wine as well as cups of white grape juice for you to choose.  The church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under 

each element alone. If you prefer to commune in your pew with a prepackaged communion set, please alert an usher. 

 

COMMUNION SONG                         

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Jesus, Lamb of God 
 

 

                         The assembly stands and the presiding minister says a table blessing. 

 

THE TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen! 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 

forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

           

           The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 



         SENDING HYMN                                                                               ELW#543 (Red book) 

                     

 

 



DISMISSAL 

      Alleluia!  Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

      Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 
           POSTLUDE 

 

 

                               

Reformation Lutheran Church is an inclusive, LGBTQIA+ affirming 

congregation that believes Christ calls us to serve others with joy. Safe Space 

Dinners, a       ministry for homeless LGBTQIA+ youth, including people of color.  

The ministry is simple. On the second and fourth Thursday of each month, 

these youth (14-23 years old) are offered a safe space and time to gather for a 

time to rest and recharge, a home-cooked meal, a haircut, and a backpack of 

items they will find helpful in their day-to-day life. There are always a number 

of games to play, including video games. Sometimes we have entertainment 

from the community. There is no preaching, no conversion therapy attempts; 

only support and comfort. This is a ministry of giving – nothing more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES of WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP 

In Person Sunday Worship Livestream - 10:00 am-11:00 am www.reformationcae.org 

Coffee Hour is held after the worship service in the Reformation Fellowship Hall. 

Wired Word is held via Zoom on Mondays at 7:30 pm. 

ZOOM ID - 861 5915 0341 

http://www.reformationcae.org/

