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UVM Medical Center offers free
training and guaranteed job drawing
blood
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The UVM Medical Center is taking applications through Jan. 23 for a free
eight-week training program in phlebotomy — the process of drawing and
preparing blood for medical testing, transfusions and donations — with a

guaranteed job at the hospital following graduation.

The program is part of UVMMC's response to a nationwide health care staffing
crisis, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency sent 20 first responders to UVM Medical Center on Dec.
17 to help with record numbers of patients, many of whom are "very sick"
with COVID-19 or other serious conditions, according to UVMMC.

Up to 12 candidates will be accepted into the Phlebotomy Training Program,
offered in partnership with the Institute for American Apprenticeship at
Vermont Healthcare & Information Technology Education Center. The
starting salary for graduates of the program is $15.78 per hour, with the
possibility of performance-based increases to $16.57 per hour at the end of

the first year of work.
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"Giving people who might otherwise not be thinking about going into health

care the chance to pursue a great career is one of the things this program does
incredibly well," Cindy Nelson, director of pathology and laboratory medicine
for the UVM Medical Center, said in a news release. "From people right out of
high school to those who are looking for a totally new career later in life, this
course is really for anyone who wants to hit the ground running on day one
and become part of a great team and an integral part of the work we do caring
for our patients every single day."

Phlebotomists also routinely assist with other types of diagnostic collections,
including nasal swabs, and urine and fecal collections, according to a news
release.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also put the American Red Cross in a difficult
situation, with its supply of blood at a 10-year low, according to emailed


https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive?$web_only=true&med=email&source=bioadobe&campdesc=EM_BHQ_MO_WB_ABO_NFLBigGameSuperBowlLVI_NA1_Act_011022&cid=456576650&did=PRDDM216935&bid=912005241&subj=Crisis:%20Lowest%20Blood%20Supply%20in%2010%20Years&prty=normal&nat=recruitment&prod=wholeblood&sender=American%20Red%20Cross&delvId=501389888&%7Ecampaign=EM_BHQ_MO_WB_ABO_NFLBigGameSuperBowlLVI_NA1_Act_011022&%7Etags=912005241:PRDDM216935&$3p=e_adobe_campaign_classic&_branch_match_id=919182208774959546&utm_campaign=EM_BHQ_MO_WB_ABO_NFLBigGameSuperBowlLVI_NA1_Act_011022&utm_medium=Email%20Adobe%20Campaign%20Classic&_branch_referrer=H4sIAAAAAAAAA6WRW2vjMBCFf433rYktx25SKMVueoOkV2jpk5ClqaNdWRIjuWb%2F%2FY4cFrYP%2B1QwaPRZc3TO6BCjD2fLJYKS6ELojHNqIbxfGG1%2FLUt%2FkbFV6c%2BBC%2BU64FIMXujecmlECFr%2BoN8Oda%2BtMHxEc35IglnZZOyavmmaFl%2BlHfbEe%2F0Ji0McDNUf2qoThUSyknoqtpqg486a31m5jThCxuoBFG1gEJo66uBGlHR622k32yKWjCkIkujVnre3T3z%2FwN9a3rQP%2FP561%2Br%2BRgzwMnrA1k1m93rH75uCNzLyvChyxpKGTresqro6resqJ6Jm8vi83e5ZUW%2FKilg3s03B8py8FsnP2P0kdIk66EAJUvqK5Ts3QYhz2absc0UOPCVLpbbzUuTz8g4Cqbn2GFNw63AQKawVkbYIEkcdB7BxPuOSh%2BngDHRH6TqAVYBEmwFQS3EUf4bjtZfpBVIgMJ93qbfKi3K9Wa%2FXBP8z9Oz06u9zf2eqJBNFH77OjGb0z1T%2FAIItqfuGAgAA

appeals for donors at its local sites in Burlington and South Burlington. The

Red Cross provides about 40% of the nation's blood supply.

To apply for UVM Medical Center's Phlebotomy Training Program,
visit www.iaahitec.org/ and click the banner at the top of the web page.

Contact Dan D’Ambrosio at 660-1841 or ddambrosio@freepressmedia.com.
Follow him on Twitter @DanDambrosioVT. This coverage is only possible
with support from our readers.
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