
LGBTQ+
Equality
A Muscatine Community Conversation



What is 
Progress 
Muscatine?

A 501 c 3 non-profit

Mission: Empower Muscatine County residents to 
identify problems and work toward sustainable 
solutions for the common good. 

www.ProgressMuscatine.org
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Intro to LGBTQ+ Language



Lesbian

Gay

Bisexual

Transgender

Queer

+   Asexual, Intersex, Pansexual, and more

LGBTQ+



Genderbread 
Person

Source

https://www.itspronouncedmetrosexual.com/2018/10/the-genderbread-person-v4/








Genderfluid

Lack of or rarely experiences 
sexual attraction

Asexual

Genderqueer

Gender identity cannot be 
categorized as solely male 

or female

Bisexual
Sexual attraction to 

more than one gender

Transgender
Gender identity does not 

correspond to sex 
assigned at birth

Non-fixed gender identity 
that shifts over time 

Pansexual
Attraction towards 

people of all genders

Some LGBTQ+ flags



LGBTQ+
Iowa’s 
History



History of LGBTQ+ orgs in iowa

Eychaner
Foundation‘s

Matthew 
Shepard

Scholarship

The Voice
Of LGBTQA Youth 

of Iowa
Magazine

Iowa Safe 
Schools 
Network

College and 
High School 
LGBTQ+ Orgs

Iowa Pride 
Network

One Iowa



Historic laws passed in Iowa

2007: Iowa Civil Rights Bill 
Added sexual orientation and gender identity to Iowa Civil Rights 
Code (employment, housing, banking, education, credit)

2007: Iowa Safe Schools Bill
Added sexual orientation and gender identity to school harassment 
and bullying policies 

2009: Marriage Equality in Iowa
Decision made by the Iowa Supreme Court



LGBTQ+
National 
Update



-Marriage Equality won through the 
Supreme Court

-Codified federal protections for 
same-sex and interracial marriage 

2015 Obergefell v. Hodges
2022 Respect for Marriage Act 



Title VII of the Civil Rights Act prohibits employment on the basis of 
sexual orientation and gender identity because they are types of sex 
discrimination.

Executive order - Interpret law to include others areas for protection

New president = New interpretation 

Equality Act would codify Bostock

2020 Bostock Vs. Clayton County



LGBTQ+
Iowa Update



● 31 anti-LGBTQ bills introduced
● 27 defeated or withdrawn
● 4 passed into law

2023 Iowa Legislative Session

Source: One Iowa

https://oneiowaaction.org/anti-lgbtq-bills-2023/


Bans all forms of gender affirming care 
up to age 18

Signed by Gov. Reynolds on 3/22/23

SSB 1197/HF623

Source: SSB 1197/HF623

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=SSB%201197
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=HF%20623


SF482

School bathroom bill. Restricts 
students from using the restroom 
that matches their gender identity

Signed by Gov. Reynolds 3/22/23

Source: SF482

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF%20482&ga=90


SF496

Governor’s Education Discrimination Bill. Don’t 
Say or Trans K-3, forced outing, removes info 

about HPV and HIV from curricula, library 
material restrictions.

Signed by Gov. Reynolds on 5/26/23

Source: SF496

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=sf496


HF731/SF560

Education budget bill, includes language 
requiring a DEI freeze at public universities 
and creates a report that will be used to 
defund those offices and programs in the 
future

Signed by Gov. Reynolds on 6/1/23
Source: HF731/SF560

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF731&ga=90
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=90&ba=SF560


Mark Cisneros

State Representative
Republican
District 96
Muscatine 



Community Legislative Forum
3/4/23

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaJrHVOLgB8&t=1790


Possible 
Anti-LGBTQ+ 
legislation to 
watch 
for next year



Discussion
What community groups are in the room?



● Why are you here tonight?
● What concerns and ideas do you have?



Ideas for the Future

- Be visible
- Learn how to be an ally
- Develop your person story - Your WHY.
- LGBTQ+ 101 - Community-wide sponsorship
- Identify decision-makers and spheres of 

influence
- Media/social media storytelling campaign



Contact

www.progressmuscatine.org

together@progressmuscatine.org

Jessica Brackett (she/her) - President

Christine Moad (they/them) - Secretary

Linda Schmarje (she/her) - Treasurer

Michael Salino-Hugg (he/him) - Board member

http://www.progressmuscatine.org
mailto:together@progressmuscatine.org


One Iowa

Iowa Trans Mutual Aid Fund

LGBTQ Relationship Center of Iowa

The Trevor Project

The Human Rights Campaign

Iowa Safe Schools Network

LGBTQ+ RESOURCES

https://oneiowa.org/
https://www.iowatransmutualaidfund.org/
https://www.lgbtqrelationshipcenterofiowa.com/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
http://www.hrc.org
https://www.iowasafeschools.org/

