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This is so Boring! 

 

I like to think Christians know the Bible better than non-Christians, but I realize that’s not always the 

case. I know Christians who know very little Bible and non-Christians who have spent years studying 

the Bible.   

Taking this idea a step further, among Christians, most know the New Testament better than the Old.  

If for no other reason, there is less of it to know. The New Testament has twenty-seven books, the Old 

Testament has thirty-nine. Most of us have been raised hearing about Jesus, the apostles, and Paul, 

and most of our Sunday School lessons are from the New Testament.  

I also think people are intimidated by the Old Testament. All those hard-to-pronounce names, places, 

kings—and all those dates! Add in the sacrifices and worship rituals in the temple, and you are left 

wondering what to make of it. But when it comes to Jesus' parables or Paul’s letters, they feel like 

letters from home.  

But for this issue of the Bell Tower, I want to draw your attention to an Old Testament book. The final 

book in the Old Testament. And it is perhaps one of the least familiar books of the Bible, the book of 

the prophet Malachi.  

Without unpacking all the details, I want to turn your attention to Malachi’s opening chapter. In these 

first fourteen verses, Malachi reveals a concern on the mind of God. His concern is twofold: (1) He is 

being taken for granted, not respected, and (2) He is being endured, not enjoyed. Let’s consider each 

point.  

1. God is being taken for granted, not respected. 

“’A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is my honor? And if I 

am a master, where is My respect?’ Says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name.” 

Malachi 1:6. 

God uses a situation we can all relate to. He says, “Look at the way you treat the people around you. 

Consider how you treat your parents or those you work for. For the most part, you treat them with  

respect. You do what they ask, even more so if you genuinely love them.” 
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Then God simply asks, “Where is My respect?” In other words, respect is evident in behavior. The abu-

sive spouse and negligent parent are contradictory terms. Spouses are not supposed to abuse and parents 

are not to neglect. So God asks his people, “How can you say I am your God when you don’t do what I 

say?” To put it in words a bit more familiar, “You are my friends if you do what I command you” John 

15:14. 

2. God is being endured, not enjoyed.  

“But you profane it [God’s name] when you say that the Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its 

food may be despised. But you say, 'What a weariness this is,' and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. 

You bring what you been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I 

accept that from your hand? says the LORD.” – Malachi 1:12-13 

In the Old Testament economy, love and respect of God were evident in one’s sacrifices. God had com-

manded His people to bring him the very best. To those who love God, this was an easy command since it 

is what they longed to do. But when love grows cold worship becomes a hassle. 

Professor Robert Alden sums up the lesson of Malachi 1:10 this way, 

“[God] wished that the temple would just go out of business. As long it was not serving as a meeting 

place for God and man, why should any perfunctory and self-deceiving rituals go on in it? Not only were 

the sacrifices ineffective, but the people were lulled into thinking that their deeds were winning God’s ap-

proval. So why not just shut the temple doors and be done with what was for the priests [and the people] 

just a nuisance? 

“This thought may be applied to present-day churches that have ceased to be places where people wor-

ship in spirit and truth and are merely meeting places and nothing more. It would be better for them to 

just close down than to continue misleading those who think that what they are doing pleases God. God 

could hardly have spoken his mind more clearly than he did in this last part of verse 10, ‘I am not pleased 

with you… and I will accept no offering from your hands.’” 

As we begin a new year, lets decide to eliminate some of the routine distractions and focus more of our 

time and attention on respecting and enjoying our God.   

 

jim 

Thank you to Carol Kenney for the beautiful tapestry 

quilt that is a lovely addition to our foyer. Come by 

and look for the cross, dove, and hearts intricately 

woven into it.  



1st Tuesday —  Jan. 2, 2024 

6:00 PM — Trustees 

2
nd

 Tuesday —  Jan. 9, 2024 

6:00 PM — Deacons  

Friday, January 19, 2024 

10:00 AM — Missions  

2
nd

 Wednesday —  Jan. 10, 2024 

10:00 AM — Nichols Board 

  3 – Kjell Ingebretsen 

  5 – Tracy Pion 

  6 – Gertrude Pelchat 

  6 – Nancy Eckenroth 

  8 – Joanne Reynolds 

14 – Raymond Andrews 

16 – Amanda McLintock 

19 – Rob Roeleveld 

23 – Rosemary Dumas 

23 – Bette Leary 

25 – Archie Andrews 

27 – Ryan Hull 

31 – Zack Roeleveld  

Happy Birthday! 







CHURCH AND PARSONAGE GROUNDS  BEAUTIFICATION. 

Thanks to Pastor Jim, Loren Andrews, Titch Kenney, Dallas Hazard, Ray Pedro, Kjell Ingebretsen, Susan Andrews, Jay Menzies, and 

all the hard-working men and women of FBHV for maintaining and keeping our church and parsonage grounds beautiful!  
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Having A Right Attitude  
Read: 2 Corinthians 11: 24-33  
If anyone understands disappointments and 
hardships, Paul does–yet he maintained a right 
attitude. 
How do we react to disappointments? How do we 
react when we don't get our own way? 
No matter what disappointments or frustrations 
we face in life, we can either let it get us down 
or not, depending on how we handle it–which is 
our attitude. 
If we have an attitude of self-pity and feel that 
it's 'not fair', then we won't rise above it,  
instead we will feel miserable. 
It takes on a whole new meaning when we choose 
to respond in a more loving way. Especially in an 
area where someone else seems to be getting his 
or her way above what we wanted. To have a 
right attitude, we need to stop feeling sorry for 
ourselves when we don't get our own way. This is 
a hard lesson to learn, because it does hurt and 
makes us angry. But we do need to try to choose 
to react lovingly. Taking on a wrong attitude, for 
whatever reason, causes us to become bitter  
inside and feel as though the whole world is 
against us. This is a sad and lonely place to be in. 
God loves you and wants you to be free from the 
hurts and anger that results in having a 'bad  
attitude'. 
There are going to be disappointments and frus-
trations in life. People do let us down. The key 
here though, is to seek God through it all and 
allow His love into the situation. Ask Him for the 
help you need in how you will respond to it all. 
 
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience. - James 1: 2-3 (NKJV) 
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