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Epiphany - Probably the least understood of the days marked on the liturgical calendar (not to 
be confused with a liturgical colander).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officially, Epiphany is the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi 
(Matthew 2:1–12) and is celebrated in the West on January 6. The non-Church meaning is 
more like an “Aha moment.” An epiphany is a moment of clarity or revelation that is triggered 
by a person, object, or situation. 

This year the calendar (not colander) is a little odd. Jan 6 falls on a Saturday so we will mark 
the Day of Epiphany at our Saturday night worship. Then when we gather on Sunday, we will 
mark the Baptism of our Lord. Two feast days, back to back! Both of these festivals have a 
similar and related focus.   

January 6 is flashy and splashy with wisemen, gifts, and pageants. What’s not to love? And yet 
Baptism of our Lord is also about making Christ manifest. At least for the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke – John does his own thing), Jesus’ baptism is a public event. It is 
designed to “make manifest” this Jesus. It is hard to escape the booming voice and 
descending spirit. 

John’s Gospel, written later, skips over the actual baptism, but does have John making a 
public announcement: Here is the Lamb of God (Agnus Dei). It is hard to get any more plain 
than that. This Jesus is like nothing and no one you have ever seen before. This Jesus who 
encounters you will be a life changing force. 

It will take several generations for the Church to flesh out and fight through how we understand 
Holy Baptism and the difference between John’s baptism of repentance and the sacrament 
which claims us today.  However, this much is certain: making Jesus manifest, whether 
through star following or ritual washing, was a vital function of the early Church. Making Jesus 
manifest REMAINS a vital function of the Church today. 

If our words and deeds and ritual actions do not make manifest Jesus Christ, then perhaps we 
need to re-examine them. And if our actions make plain and manifest the love and grace of 
God present in Jesus Christ, perhaps we should worry less about what others think of us!  Our 
mission and ministry is not all that different John the Baptizer. We make no grandiose claims 
about ourselves, we simply make plain the one in our midst, present and active, who is love 
incarnate.  

God’s Peace- Pr. Groce 



 

 
From our President….. 
Happy New Year to all!  I hope you had a very merry and blessed Christmas. 
 

As we move forward in 2024 some things will be a little different - no Executive Council meetings and for the 
year, less Congregation Council meetings.  There will be a few more Town Hall Meetings to give you, the 
Congregation, the opportunity to give more ideas and direction you want CLC to go.  Please remember all 
meetings are open and we invite you to attend. 
 

The following is the schedule of upcoming important meetings: 
 

1. Town Hall - Saturday, January 13 at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Town Hall - Sunday January 14 at 11:00 a.m. 

NOTE:  These meetings will be to discuss where you want CLC to go in the future and we will 
provide some ideas. 

3. First new Congregation Council Meeting - January 16, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall B 

4. Golf Tournament Planning Meeting starts on January 10, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. Tournament date 
is Sunday, September 15 at Dorchester.  Please save the date!  Team members needed. 

 

Thank you all for your help and support.  Have a safe and healthy 2024. 
 

God bless, 
Gary Deierlein 

The CLC Staff would like to 
THANK YOU for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness 
in providing a financial 
Christmas Gift this year. Your 
partnership and support 
throughout the year are 
appreciated, but this gift will 
certainly brighten the holiday 
season. As in 2022, this year’s 
gift is a "non taxable" event.  
The church covered the portion 
which would have been due on 
the gift.  Once more, generosity 
and thoughtfulness. 
 
We are all excited to discover 
what ministry God has in store 
for CLC and the wider 
community in 2024! Merry 
Christmas and a joyous 
Epiphany!! 
 
George, Ann, Joy, Vickie and 
Lewis 

January 6, 2024 
Epiphany of Our Lord 

First Reading:   Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm:    Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

Second Reading:   Ephesians 3:1-12 

Gospel:    Matthew 2:1-12 

January 7, 2024 
Baptism of Our Lord 

First Reading:   Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm:    Psalm 29 

Second Reading:   Acts 19:1-7 

Gospel:    Mark 1:4-11 

January 13 & 14, 2024 
2nd Weekend of Epiphany 

First Reading:   1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Psalm:    Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Gospel:    John 1:43-51 

January 20 & 21, 2024 
3rd Weekend of Epiphany 

First Reading:   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm:    Psalm 62:5-12 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Gospel:    Mark 1:14-20 

January 27 & 28, 2024 
4th Weekend of Epiphany 

First Reading:   Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm:    Psalm 111 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

ReadingsReadingsReadingsReadings    

January 2024January 2024January 2024January 2024    



 

 
The 2024 Congregation CouncilThe 2024 Congregation CouncilThe 2024 Congregation CouncilThe 2024 Congregation Council    

    
CLC Council President - Gary Deierlein 

 (386)-804-2294 

    e-mail:  garydeierlein13@gmail.com 

CLC Council Vice-President - Sue Straw 

 (931) 335-9517 

    e-mail:  straw916@gmail.com 

CLC Council Secretary - Denise Knebel. 
 (845) 551-2096 

    e-mail:  dknebel22@gmail.com 

CLC Council Treasurer - David Irvin 

 (828) 302-0407 

    e-mail:  bdirvin@charter.net 
At Large Member—Sue Gauerke 

 (931) 707-7793 

 suedoneworkin@gmail.com 

At Large Member - Debby Goergen 

 (931) 456-8424 

 tndeb@frontier.com 

 

2024 Team Leaders2024 Team Leaders2024 Team Leaders2024 Team Leaders    

    
CLC Communications Leader - Craig Christen 

 (931) 224-8261 

     email:  ctchristen@earthlink.net 
CLC Education Leader - Carol Donalson 

 (931) 335-1944 

 cjdonalson@yahoo.com 

CLC Fellowship Leader - Lynne Schwaberow 

 (937) 620-6494 

    e-mail:  lschwaberow@gmail.com 

 Co-Leader - Ed Schwaberow 

 (937) 620-9643 

 E-mail:  elschwaberow@gmail.com 

 Co-Leader - Linda Ferris 

 (985) 502-4388 

 e-mail:  lgferris98@yahoo.com 

CLC Finance Leader - Chris Mattheis 

 (931) 287-0468 

    e-mail:  webgolfn@comcast.net 
 Co-Leader - Bob Ruef 
 (931) 202-2280 

 ruef1983@gmail.com 

  Financial Secretary - Vicki Deierlein  
 (386) 689-2090 

 e-mail:  finance@christlutheranffg.org 

CLC Property Leader -  
 

 

CLC Service Leader - Glen House 

 (931) 210-3521 

    e-mail:  gahouse33@comcast.net 
CLC Stewardship Leader - Linda Vance 

 (901) 493-5529 

    e-mail:  lvance2364@gmail.com 

CLC Welcome Leader - Bonnie Irvin 

 (9828) 320-3264 

    e-mail:  bonnieirvin@charter.net 
CLC Worship & Music Leader - Anne Dodge 

 (931) 250-3214 

 annebdodge@gmail.com 

Barrel Ministry  
for January 2024 

 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of Life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst.” John 6:35.  
 

Bread of Life Rescue Mission needs your help. They 
are asking for:  Food staples, cleaning supplies and 
toiletries.   
 

This is the Barrel Ministry for January, 2024! 
 

Your Service Team 

Bread of Life Meals 

 

I neglected to write an article and a thank you for 
November. We tried out a spaghetti casserole and it 
seems to have been a success. The intent is to use 
the same recipe each month. We will begin doing 
that in January 2024, so look for the sign-up sheet. 
 

As many of you know, in November-early 
December, Ron and I downsized our belongings by 
donating and selling our "surplus". We sold our 
house and moved to an apartment at Good 
Samaritans. Since we are well into our 80's, it 
seemed appropriate to have less responsibilities. So 
far the move seems to have been a good one for us. 
 

I was so distracted with our activities that I never 
gave a thought to Bread of Life. So I requested help 
in the way of donations and we served pizza, salad/
baby carrots and fruit cups. People were so 
generous that I have $48 left over. With the money 
left over from Easter, I now have $118 to use for 
BOL another time. 
 

Thank you to all the wonderful helpers! A special 
shout out to Linda and Richard Queen who enjoy 
showing up at BOL to lend a hand! 
 

Jo Borges 

National Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day 

 
Tuesday, January 9 is National Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day.  The Sanctuary will be open from 
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to provide an opportunity for 
CLC parishioners and friends to pray for Law 
Enforcement Officers. On the hour, Pastor Groce will 
offer a Litany.  Please join us sometime that day to 
pray. 



 

 
2023 Kid’s Christmas Wrapping Party 

2023 Christmas Potluck 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Birthdays 
  6 Jan Deibel 
  6 Betty House 
  6 Kay Landrus 
10 Jane Komar 
11 Doug Johnson 
13 Ed Schwaberow 

 
18 Garry Eckes 
19 Mary Nolan 
25 Karen Laipply 
26 Evelyn Birmingham 
29 Glen House 
30 Barbara Kalmar 

Anniversaries 
  7 John & Linda LeBreux  57 years 
  8 Joe & Evelyn Birmingham 52 years 
13 David & Linda Farber  51 years 
30 Lynn & Elaine Dawson  53 years 

Prayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns    
 

Please keep the following in your prayers.   

PRAYER CONCERNS 
• Betty Anderson 

• Sherry Botsford, 
• Jan Deibel 
• Jude Dzibinski 
• Duane Schiller, visitors welcome 
• Paul Sloboda 
• ALL MILITARY PERSONNEL 
• Kiswahili Lutheran Mission Church, 

Nashville, our mission partner 
• Abby, granddaughter of Bob & Barb 

Boyce 

• ELCA Global Mission 

• David Corrado, CLC Seminarian 

• Katherine Corrado, mother of CLC 
Seminarian David Corrado 

• Roz Kerr, mother of Bill Kerr 
• Maxwell LeBreux, grandson of John & 

Linda Lebreux 

• Connie Reagan, Bread of Life 

Life Lines submissions are due 
January 23 for publication 

in the February issue.  
Items can be submitted 

by email to Vickie at  
info@christlutheranffg.org 



 

 

January 2024January 2024January 2024January 2024    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 New Year’s Day 

Church Holiday 

Office Closed 

2 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Knitting Group 

10:00 a.m. 

  New Grace Church of 

  Christ Bible Study 

11:00 a.m. 

  Personnel Team Meeting 

 

 

3:30 p.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

3 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Plateau PC Users Group 

  Board Meeting 

11:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  Stewardship Team Meeting 

 

4 

 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  Kinseekers Fairfield Glade 

1:00 p.m. 

  Welcome Team Meeting 

5 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:00 p.m. 

  Cumberland Swing 

  Experience Rehearsal 

 

 

 

6 

8:00 a.m. 

  Alcoholics 

  Anonymous 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

2:00 p.m. 

  Card Makers 

5:00 p.m. 

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

6:00 p.m. 

  Undecorating the Church 

  Pizza Party 

7 

8:30 a.m. 

  Coffee Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

10:45 a.m. 

  Sunday Education 

  Time 

8 

 

9:30 a.m. 

  Fairfield Glade Ladies’ 

  Club Board Meeting 

10:00 a.m. 

  Stephen Minister Leaders 

  Meeting 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  P.E.O. Sisterhood 

  Meeting 

 

9 

9:00 a.m. 

  Communication/IT Team 

  Meeting 

10:00 a.m. 

  Knitting Group 

10:00 a.m. 

  New Grace Church of 

  Christ Bible Study 

1:00 p.m. 

  GriefShare 

3:00 p.m. 

  Plateau PC Users Group 

3:30 p.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

10 

9:30 a.m. 

  Machine Embroidery 

   Sewing Society 

9:30 a.m. 

  Stephen Ministers Meeting 

11:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  Korean War Vets Association 

 

2:30 p.m. 

  Hand Bell Rehearsal 

2:45 p.m. 

  Worship & Music Team Meeting 

4:00 p.m.  

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

11 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  Congregation Council Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 p.m. 

  Cumberland County 

  Civil War Round Table 

12 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Fellowship Team Meeting 

 

 

 

 

2:00 p.m. 

  Cumberland Swing 

  Experience Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

7:00  p.m. 

  Upper Cumberland  

  Jewish Community 

  Service 

13 

8:00 a.m. 

  Alcoholics 

  Anonymous 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00 p.m. 

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

14 

8:30 a.m. 

  Coffee Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

10:45 a.m. 

  Sunday Education 

  Time 

12:30 p.m. 

  Serving Lunch at 

  Bread of Life 

15 16 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Knitting Group 

10:00 a.m. 

  New Grace Church of 

  Christ Bible Study 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  Congregation Council 

   Meeting 

1:00 p.m. 

  GriefShare 

 

3:30 p.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

5:30 p.m. 

  Lion’s Club Meeting 

17 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Good Samaritan Society 

  Service of Holy Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

 

 

2:30 p.m. 

  Hand Bell Rehearsal 

3:30 p.m. 

  Service Team  Meeting 

4:00 p.m.  

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

18 

 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

19 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:00 p.m. 

  Cumberland Swing 

  Experience Rehearsal 

20 

8:00 a.m. 

  Alcoholics 

  Anonymous 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00 p.m.  

  Worship with  

  Holy Communion 

21 

8:30 a.m. 

  Coffee Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

10:45 a.m. 

  Sunday Education 

  Time 

 

22 

 

23 

   Life Lines  

   submissions due 

10:00 a.m. 

  Knitting Group 

10:00 a.m. 

  New Grace Church of 

  Christ Bible Study 

 

 

 

3:30 p.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

24 

 

 

11:00 a.m. 

   Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

 

2:30 p.m. 

  Hand Bell Rehearsal 

 

4:00 p.m.  

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

25 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

26 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:00 p.m. 

  Cumberland Swing 

  Experience Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

7:00  p.m. 

  Upper Cumberland  

  Jewish Community 

  Service 

27 

8:00 a.m. 

  Alcoholics  

  Anonymous 

9:00 a.m. 

  Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

 

5:00 p.m. 

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

28  
8:30 a.m. 
  Coffee Fellowship 

9:30 a.m.  

  Worship with 

  Holy Communion 

10:45 a.m. 

  Sunday Education 

  Time 

29  30 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 

  Knitting Group 

10:00 a.m. 

  New Grace Church of 

  Christ Bible Study 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  GriefShare 

 

3:30 p.m. 

  Via de Cristo 

  Reunion Group 

31 

 

 

 

11:00 a.m. 

   Via de Cristo  

  Reunion Group 

 

 

 

2:30 p.m. 

  Hand Bell Rehearsal 

 

 

4:00 p.m.  

  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

   


