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Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension
Today we commemorate: the Holy Fathers of  the First Ecumenical Council

Martyrs Hermias of  Comana in Cappadocia and the
magician Marus who believed through him.
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2020 St. George Church Staff and Organizations

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Clap your hands, all ye nations; shout unto God with a voice of  rejoicing. For 
the Lord Most High is terrible; a great King over all the earth.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of  the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

He hath subdued peoples under us, and the nations under our feet. God is 
gone up in jubilation, the Lord with the voice of  the trumpet. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of  our God, in His holy 
mountain. The mountains of  Sion on the sides of  the north, the city of  the 
great King.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of  God, Who didst rise from us in glory to the heavens; who sing to 
Thee. Alleluia.
God is known in her towers when He cometh to help her. (Refrain)
For lo, the kings of  the earth were assembled; they came together. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of  God…



THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Hear this, all ye nations; give ear, all ye that inhabit the world. My mouth shall 
speak wisdom; and the meditation of  my heart shall be of  understanding. I will 
incline mine ear unto a parable; I will unfold my problem on the psaltery.

• During the Little Entrance, after the verses of  the Third Antiphon,
 chant the Apolytikion of  the Ascension.

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY SUNDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of  God, 
Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

• Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic pow-
ers shone above Thy revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep guard 
became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. 
Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art 
risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE FOUR
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy Disciples 
with the promise of  the Holy Spirit, making them confident through the bless-
ing that Thou art the Son of  God, and Deliverer of  the world.

APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT
Thou, O Christ, art our God of  exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy 
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the 
true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.

• Now sing the apolytikion of  the patron saint or feast of  the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION IN TONE SIX
When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our sakes, uniting the terrestrials 
with the celestials, Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God, inseparable in 
space, but constant without separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: I am with 
you, and no one shall be against you.

THE EPISTLE
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of  our Fathers.

For Thou art just in all Thou hast done.
The Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)

IN THOSE DAYS, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not 
have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if  possi-
ble, on the day of  Pentecost. And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called 
to him the elders of  the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: 
“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of  God which he obtained with the blood 
of  his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise 
men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. There-
fore, be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the 
word of  His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or appar-
el. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to 
those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one 
must help the weak, remembering the words of  the Lord Jesus, how He said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” And when he had spoken thus, he 
knelt down and prayed with them all.



Seven Day Candle Sponsor

Fr. Anthony, Kh. Minerva and Hope Sabbagh
in loving memory of

Fr. Elias Bitar, Fr. John Winfrey
Ruth Abraham

for the good health of

Annette Haddad 
•

Fay, Lisa and Dawn Moses
in loving memory of

David Moses
Sponsor the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle
Looking for a tnagible way to remember a departed loved one or pray for the good 
health of a friend or relative, or recognize a special occasion? Consider a one-week 
sponsorship of the Eternal Light or a Seven-Day Candle that will burn continuously in 
the House of God asking Him to make your prayers acceptable to his holy Majesty, that 
His love, mercy and peace will surround and sustain those whom you are praying for in 
this life and the life to come.
•	 The	sponsor’s	name	and	who	is	to	be	mentioned	and	prayed	for	will	also	be
 printed in this bulletin for the week selected.
•	 A	donation	of	$10	or	more	per	week	should	accompany	sponsor’s	request.
•	 Please	see	our	website	at	www.stgeorgeallentown.com	to	sponsor	a	week	or	call
	 the	church	office	weekdays	at	(610)	439-1232.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (17:1-13)

AT THAT TIME, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify Thy Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou hast 
given Him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given 
Him. And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ Whom Thou hast sent. I glorified Thee on earth, having accomplished 
the work which Thou gavest Me to do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in 
Thy own presence with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was 
made. I have manifested Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out of 
the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have kept 
Thy word. Now they know that everything that Thou hast given Me is from 
Thee; for I have given them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from Thee; and they have be-
lieved that Thou didst send Me. I am praying for them; I am not praying for the 
world but for those whom Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine; all Mine are 
Thine, and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more 
in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to Thee. Holy Father, 
keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, 
even as We are one. While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name, which 
Thou have given Me; I have guarded them, and none of  them is lost but the 
son of  perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to 
Thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled 
in themselves.”

• Megalynarion: “It is Truly Meet”; Koinonikon (Communion Hymn):
 “Praise ye the Lord.”

• Instead of  singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Apolytikion
 of  the Ascension.

THE DISMISSAL



Thought for the day
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 
Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of  the world.”    Matthew 28:19-20

“I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.”
        John 14:18

Special announcement during coronavirus epidemic
• All Liturgical services will be served with only clergy, servers and chanters.
 (No liturgical service can total more than 10 persons)
• This protects our church as we comply with directives from the Archdiocese. 

Special donations to the Church
We acknowledge families and friends who have honored dear ones with
monetary gifts given in the spirit of loving kindness.
$ George and Hiyam Tabchi to the Church in loving memory of Fr. George;
 Brahim, Resmeh, Nawal, Janet, George; Sulieman, Hanna Tabchi; for the  
 good health of Simon, Melissa, Yasmin, Dominic, Audriana Tabchi; Leo,   
 Rehab, Naomi and Jericho Martin; Neph, Resam and Nephtali Andujar.
$ Abed and Jaklin Makhoul in loving memory of Thomas Makhoul; Michael 
 Awad; for good health of Elias, Sabah Makhoul; Bill; Maryann, Bowie Lohr.
$ George and Mary Makdesi in loving memory of Steven Makdesi.
$ Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family for the good health of 
 Faisal and Nadia Daher; Bashar Hanna and Family; in loving memory of    
 Jamileh Abboud; Hanna, George, Samar Daher; Rahmeh, Wajih Hanna. 
$ The Bitar Family for the good health of Mona, Wail, Heather, Mitchell,
 Mallory, Abeer, Elyssa and Eyanne; Albert, Shadia, Christian, Michael and    
 Alexia Bitar; in loving memory of Michael and Badih Bitar.
$ Georges Bitar and Family in loving memory of Bassam, Khalil, Nizha Bitar;    
 Elias Saba.
$ Afeef and Naify Hanna to the Church in loving memory of Alfred Hanna.

Within the Church
We wish God’s blessings to our parishioners and friends of St. George Church 
on their special day. Please keep your church office informed of birthdays, anni-
versaries and special family events (610) 439-1232. Best wishes for a wonderful 
Birthday/Anniversary and a year filled with good health and happiness.

Happy Birthday   
5/31 Reema Richie 6/4 Huda Azar
 Wafa Hanna   Mayssaa Barakat
 Sal Pizzino  6/5 Suhair Makhoul
 Cecelia McCarty   Juliana Shaam Georges
 Omar Zoudeh 6/6 Kevin Azar
6/1 Jamal Saliby
 Wasem Nanouh Happy Anniversary 
 Kayla Jarrah 6/1/08 Chad & Nancy Sankari
 Habib Saoud 6/2/02 Fr. Joshua & Kh. Tammy Makoul
 Douraid Yazigi 6/2/13 Adam & Majeda Zimpfer
 Ryan and Justin Daoud 6/2/91 Salam & Samar Ghanam
 Fawaz Nassar 6/3/79 Sakher & Hania Oweis
6/3 Fred Davis 6/5/94 Joun & Lina Al Hanna
 Randa Kastoun 6/6/09 Mazen & Diane Eraifeg
 Ghassan Assali














