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Feature Story

Rosanna DeFrancesca 
“The Champion of  the People” SCAN TO READ



Josie Alonzi

Letter from the Editor

Spring is here and flowers 
are blooming in our 
gardens.  
As we move into the 
months of  May and June 
the days will get longer 
and the sun will shine to 
give us the nutrients our 
body requires. It is very 
important to enjoy the 
outdoors and breath in the 
fresh air to give us energy 
required for our well-being. 

 In this issue I chose Councilor Rosanna De Francesca 
representing Ward 3 of  the City of  Vaughan. I have 
had the pleasure of  following her career achieving many 
successes in her last four terms representing the people 
of  Vaughan. Attending many social events friends often 
ask me about the Councilor whether she will be 
attending the event.  
 My reply to them is don’t be surprised if  she is not 
attending. Rosanna is dedicated to her constituents 
and continues to support them. We must not forget the 
importance of  celebrating the good in our community 
 We remember the months of  May celebrating 
Mothers’ Day and June Fathers ‘Day. For those of  us who 
have lost a parent let us reflect on the good values and love 
they instilled in us. Mothers and Fathers are the backbone 
of  our families who provide support and guidance 
throughout our lives. Allow us to celebrate with them 
the simplicity of  giving our gratitude and love to them 
for their support with a phone call, a card, a dinner 
or just a visit with a smile.  
 In the months approaching may we enjoy them with 
gardening, walking, cycling, outdoor sports and planning 
a vacation with your family and friends. 
 Remember to achieve your plans this Spring. Enjoy Life!
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A Message from the Mayor
  At this year’s Annual Vaughan Chamber of Commerce 
Mayor’s Luncheon, I issued a call-to-action to fight traffic.
 Tackling gridlock is my number one priority. I believe that 
having the forethought to adequately prepare for future 
challenges, and turn them into opportunities, is a fundamental 
test of real leadership.
 I feel a profound obligation to ensure that we do what is needed 
to build a comprehensive and modern transportation network.
 To that end, I explained a 10-year Action Plan to Fight Traffic 
Gridlock in Vaughan, featuring several Council-approved 
city-building projects currently planned or underway that will 
enhance the quality of life for residents and strengthen the 
City’s economic competitiveness to retain and attract investment. 
These projects include:
 Widening Highway 7 to six general-purpose lanes of traffic 
between Wigwoss Drive and Kipling Avenue.
 Connecting Langstaff Road over the CN MacMillan Yard and 
upgrading the interchange at Langstaff Road and Highway 400. 
 Connecting Kirby Road between Dufferin and Bathurst Streets. 
Construction begins in 2023 and the road opening is expected 
in 2025.
 Connecting Teston Road between Keele and Dufferin Streets. 
The Environmental Assessment for this project is underway and 
will be completed before the end of this year.
 Building two additional east-west bridges over Highway 400, 
one linking Colossus Drive to the southern Vaughan Metropolitan 
Centre south of Highway 7; and the other linking Canada Drive 
and America Avenue north of Major Mackenzie Drive.
 Building the extension of Bass Pro Mills Drive to Weston Road 
to help improve general traffic flow without negatively impacting 
existing residential neighbourhoods.
 Continuing Council’s strong support for the Yonge North 
Subway Extension.
 Continuing Council advocacy for GO Train service for 
Woodbridge and Kleinburg-Nashville, and for new GO stations 
on the Barrie GO corridor at Concord and Kirby. 
 Continuing support for York Region Rapid Transit’s plan to 
deliver Bus Rapid Transit on Jane Street, Major Mackenzie Drive 
and Steeles Avenue.
 We now have a responsibility to take action and get them 
done. Each of these projects, taken together and combined 
with additional improvements to roads, transit and active 
transportation, will give Vaughan what we need to continue 
to excel.

Celebrating Life, Love and 
Legacy at Hospice Vaughan
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Growing up in Ottawa
  I grew up in Ottawa and never once questioned my parents 
income, it was never a discussion. Because it didn’t matter, 
we had the love. 
  We ate homemade meals consisting of  meat, potatoes 
and vegetables - (which were not an optional choice). 
No vegetables, no dessert! 
 We grew up during a time when we mowed lawns, pulled 
weeds, babysat, helped neighbors with chores to be able to 
earn our own money. We 
by no means were given 
everything we wanted. 
  We went outside a lot to 
play, run with friends, play 
hide and seek, or went 
swimming. We rarely just 
sat inside. 
  Bottled water was 
unheard of. If  we had a 
coke, it was in a glass bottle 
and we didn’t break the 
bottle when finished. We 
saved it and cashed it back 
in at the shops for a sweet. 
  After school, we came home and did homework and chores, 
before going outside or having friends over. We would play 
for hours. We had to tell our parents where we were going, 

who we were going with and be home before dark. 
  You LEARNED from your parents instead of  disrespecting 
them, and treating them as if  they knew absolutely nothing.  
What they said was LAW and you did not question it and 
you had better know it! 
  We watched what we said around our elders because we 
knew if  we DISRESPECTED any grown-up we would get a 
real telling off, it wasn’t called abuse, it was called discipline! 
  We held doors, carried the shopping and gave up our 

seat for an older person 
without being asked. 
  You didn’t hear swear 
words on the radio in 
songs or TV. 
  “Please and Thank you”, 
were part of  our daily 
vocabulary! 
  The world we live in now 
is just so full of  people 
who hate and disrespect 
others. 
  I will never forget where 
I came from and only 
wish children and people 

nowadays had half  the chance at the fun and respect for real 
life we grew up with! 
And we were never bored!

Dr. Yako Merogi, D.C.
Chiropractor, Acupuncture Provider

8787 Weston Rd, 2nd Floor,  
Unit 19A

Woodbridge, ON L4L 0C3
905-265-0006

www.bodycure.ca

WE SPECIALIZE IN SHOCKWAVE THERAPY  
FOR PLANTAR FASCIITIS: 

 CHIROPRACTIC  •  PHYSIOTHERAPY 
 MASSAGE THERAPY  •  ACUPUNCTURE 

WE SEE  
THE UN- 
SEEN

Dr. Yako Merogi, D.C.
Chiropractor, Acupucnture Provider

8787 Weston Rd, 2nd Floor, Unit 19A
Woodbridge, ON L4L 0C3

905-265-0006                    +1-905-265-0006
drmerogi@bodycure.ca          www.bodycure.ca

Tips to help you prepare for 
your favorite spring/summer 
activities and prevent injuries.
By Dr. Yako Merogi 
As the weather starts to warm up, many people are looking 
forward to engaging in various spring/summer activities 
such as gardening, hiking, swimming, and cycling. However, 
without proper preparation, these activities can lead to 
injuries that can ruin your summer fun. As a Chiropractor, I 
recommend these tips to help you prepare for your favorite 
spring/summer activities and prevent injuries.
Warm-Up: Before engaging in any physical activity, it is 
essential to warm up your muscles to avoid injury. Take at 
least 5-10 minutes to warm up major muscle groups such as 
your calves, thighs, hips, back, shoulders, and neck.
Wear Proper Footwear: Make sure to wear appropriate 
footwear for the activity you plan to engage in. For example, 
if  you plan to go hiking, wear supportive shoes that provide 
proper arch support and traction. Wearing proper footwear 
can help prevent foot and ankle injuries.
Stay Hydrated: Dehydration can lead to muscle cramps, 
fatigue, and dizziness, which can increase the risk of  injury. 
Make sure to drink plenty of  water before, during, and after 
your activity to keep your body hydrated.
Use Proper Techniques: Using proper techniques can help 
prevent injuries. For example, when lifting heavy objects, bend 
your knees and keep your back straight to avoid straining your 
back muscles. When swimming, use proper stroke techniques 
to avoid shoulder injuries.
Take Breaks: Taking breaks can help prevent overuse 
injuries such as tendinitis or carpal tunnel syndrome. Take 
frequent breaks to stretch, rest, and hydrate.
Consult with a Chiropractor: A chiropractor can assess 
your physical condition and recommend exercises or stretches 
to help prevent injuries. They can also provide treatments such 

as adjustments, muscle release therapy, or physical therapy to 
help you recover from injuries. 
 In conclusion, preparing for your spring/summer activities 
can help prevent injuries and ensure you have a fun and 
enjoyable time. Remember to warm up, wear proper 
footwear, stay hydrated, use proper techniques, take breaks, 
and consult with a chiropractor. By following these tips, you 
can stay healthy and injury-free while engaging in your 
favorite activities.



 8    The Voice 2020  |  May / June 2023 The Voice 2020  |  May / June 2023  9

Directors of Hearing 
Aid Services

Domenico Cosentino Sr.
Domenic Cosentino Jr.

Filippo Cosentino

Columbus Medical Art Building
8333 Weston Rd., Suite 105
Woodbridge, ON L4L 2J9
prosoundhearing@yahoo.ca
905.264.9975

1420 Burnhamthorpe Rd., 
Suite 350, 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2J9
prosoundhearing@yahoo.ca
905.232.0606

Chin Building
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UDI Hearing Services Pro Sound

FREE HEARING TEST Call for an appointment today or leave us a message

HEARING 
SERVICES

IMPROVE YOUR HEARING!

Sponsors:

Starkey Hearing Aids
Bernafon Canada

• Hearing assessments
• Hearing aid maintenance
• Hearing aid fittings
• Earwax removal
• Telescopic view of the ear canal

• State of the art assistive devices
• English and Italian speaking
• Professional staff available daily
• Assistant programs offered for   
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(2009); and the relentless COVID-19 (2019-to present).
As of January 8, 2021, the Centre for Systems and En-
gineering (CSSE) at John Hopkins University has con-
firmed 1,905,159 global deaths as a result of COVID-19.  
In Canada, where lockdowns are in effect in various 
provinces, there are 635,134 confirmed cases (80,288 
active; 538,267 resolved; 16,579 deaths).  The province of 
Ontario on the aforementioned date has reached another 
record-breaking tally of 4,249.
There is no doubt that lockdowns as a response to pan-
demics, terrorism or technological or natural disasters 
have and will continue to save lives.  At the same time, 
lockdowns have caused much unwarranted strife to the 
economic and social, political and legal fabric of our 
society with numerous business closures, lives devastat-
ed, etc.  However, one must not lose hope as we navigate 
through this global pandemic with the ongoing rollout 
of the vaccine together with each of us cooperating and 
adhering to Government and the Public Health Agency 
of Canada ordinances and/or recommendations, whilst 
safeguarding and preserving the democratic principals 
of equality, fairness, human dignity, and justice, as we 
will see the light at the end of the tunnel.

LOCKDOWNS: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Barristers & Solicitors

Experience          ~         Integrity         ~          Excellence

Dominic Campione, B.A., L.L.B 

Jermall W. Estwick, Hon., B.A., J.D.

Residential & Commercial Real Estate
Business Law
Wills & Powers of Attorney

2904 Highway No. 7, Unit 102, Vaughan, Ontario L4K 0K4

Tel: (905) 761-9100

E-mail: info@campionelaw.ca

Family Law
Civil & Commercial Litigation

Estate Planning & Administration
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economic challenges the world has faced in 2020, 
this year has also shown us the best humanity has to 
offer: compassion, empathy and kindness.  Together, 
we have struggled.  Together, we have supported each 
other, and together, we will overcome.
The year 2020 has also reminded us of the 
importance of family and the simple pleasures in life.  
Christmas will be different this year, but let’s remain 
focus on the essentials: health and safety. Wishing 
you a peaceful holiday season.  May 2021 bring light, 
hope and health to all of us.

Achieve peak wellness. 
We have the ability to create 
change within ourselves
By Julian Cimadamore

 I’m Julian Cimadamore a retired 
OHL hockey player and a varsity 
student athlete graduate from the 
University of  Western Ontario. 
When I was a dealt a different 
set of  cards when it came to my 
personal health. My life became 
roller coast I couldn’t stop and no 
one could tell me ‘WHY’. I was 
then diagnosed with Hormone 
imbalances, mold toxicity, Small 
Intestinal Bacterial Overgrowth 
(SIBO), Candida, Lyme disease and 
co-infections. 

I felt completely shattered. It was 
then when I realized my calling to 
help people. I got my health journey 
under control and began to study at 
the Institute of  Holistic Nutrition - 
graduated with first class honours + 
a certified gut health practitioner and 
continuing education in Functional 
Nutrition and Medicine. 
 After years of  suffering with my own 
conditions it was time to become an 
advocate of  my own health and apply 
that to helping others - I work to eliminate the guessing 
game when it comes to personal health and wellbeing. I 
use a holistic and functional nutrition approach where 
I use food as medicine + functional lab testing when 

applicable such as comprehensive stool testing, organic 
acid testing, mold/mycotoxin testing, hormone/Dutch 
testing, environmental toxicant panels, tick borne infections 
and more. Despite the setbacks I have faced, I am beyond 
grateful for the health and lifestyle challenges I have 
endured, as they led me onto the path of  studying and 
practicing holistic and functional nutrition. Now I can 
look back on my hardest days and know that it happened 
for a reason. 
 My parents, brother and his family like most people in 
my life were my biggest fans on and off the ice. But they 
weren’t totally convinced I was struggling with my health 
when the crazy symptoms started: gut issues, buzzing, heart 
palpitations, nerve pain, anxiety, depression to name just 
a few. Often I was told “It’s all in your head Julian”. Until 
I started getting some answers and then the support was 
unconditional. When I chose to begin this journey to start 
my own practice the love and support was greater than I 
could ever ask for. It was my calling! I speak and practice 

from experience and now knowledge. 
   Always to look a Zoomed out 
view and understand why they have 
a specific condition, symptom  or 
diagnosis. We need to Be a detective 
with the labs and functional testing 
and clinical history, intake and 
background… Not just present but 
the whole picture. My mission in life 
is to help educate individuals, groups 
and other practitioners learn how to 
support their immune system, get to 
the root causes of  their imbalances 

and to teach them how to regain control of  their health 
and overall well-being.
Julian.cimadamore@gmail.com 
www.cimahealth.ca  |  IG: cima_health

The Charles Schulz Philosophy
The following is the philosophy of Charles Schulz,
The creator of the ‘Peanuts’ comic strip. You don’t 
have to actually answer the questions. Just ponder 
on them. Just read straight through, and you’ll get 
the point.
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.
3. Name the last five winners of the Miss 
 America pageant
4. Name ten people who have won the 
 Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.
5. Name the last half dozen Academy 
 Award winners for best actor and actress.
6. Name the last decade’s worth of 
 World Series winners.
How did you do?
The point is, none of us 
remember the headliners 
of yesterday. These are 
no second-rate achievers. 
They are the best in their 
fields. But the applause 
dies. Awards tarnish...
Achievements are forgotten.
Accolades and certificates are 
buried with their owners.

Here’s another quiz. See how you do on this one:
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey 
 through school.
2. Name three friends who have helped you through 
 a difficult time.
3. Name five people who have taught you 
 something worthwhile.
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel   
 appreciated and special.
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.

Easier?
The people who make a difference in your life 

are not the ones with the most credentials, 
the most money... or the most awards. They 

simply are the ones who care the most 
about you and you about 

them. Pass this on to 
those people whom you 
keep close in your heart.

“Don’t worry about 
the world coming to 

an end today. It won’t.
It’s already tomorrow 

in Australia!”
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“We never really grow up… 
our tastes just get better.”
By Tasha De Luca, Founder

Our Story
GingerLUX is a boutique business in the GTA that 
specializes in handcrafted, luxury gingerbread houses. The 
company was started by Tasha De Luca, who has spent the 
last ten years creating unique gingerbread house designs 
as a hobby. When she began sharing her designs online, 
countless friends, family, and even strangers reached out 
to express their admiration! She quickly realized, however, 
that many people were frustrated when they were unable 
to recreate her level of  success with their own gingerbread 
houses and were too embarrassed to post photos of  their 
homemade creations online.
 Tasha began GingerLUX to share her love of  beautiful 
gingerbread homes with the world, and she made sure to 
include both options for fun build-it-yourself  kits and 
pre-assembled and decorated gingerbread houses for 
anyone who appreciates great design and quality in their 
holiday traditions.
 Tasha created GingerLUX with user experience in mind 
after years of  experimenting with her own gingerbread 
houses. Being efficient with her time, sourcing the perfect 
sprinkle, and being satisfied with her final designs were the 
most critical challenges she worked to solve when making 
her own gingerbread creations. Tasha hand-picked and 
strategically crafted each element of  the GingerLUX houses 
to ensure top quality and beautiful artistry. Her goal is to 
provide you with a tasteful, timeless, luxury gingerbread 
house that you will be proud to display in your home, post 
online, have a kit-building party, or give as a gift!

Who We Are
 The creative mind behind GingerLUX, Tasha 
strategically designs, handcrafts, and carefully selects each 
detail. She has always been passionate about design, 
innovation, and creating engagement through spaces and 
products, as she has both her undergraduate degree and 
master’s degree in interior design. A little spark of  creativity 
lives in everything she does… including gingerbread houses!
Our Mission
 It’s GingerLUX’s mission to elevate the traditional 
gingerbread house into a timeless and elegant piece of  
art that can be cherished and enjoyed during every 
special occasion.
 At GingerLUX, we value quality, user experience, and 
beauty above all else when it comes to delivering luxury 
gingerbread houses to our amazing customers.
Gingerlux.ca

 THE GRINCH ST PAUL’S CHURCH

 HOME ALONE
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Moving
In The Right Direction

A Practical Guide For Seniors staying home or exploring options

Dan Furgiuele, Re/Max Hallmark Corbo & Kelos Group 785 Queen St #301 Toronto, Ontario, M4M1H5, danfurgiuele@gmail.com, (416)938-2822, www.danfurgiuele.com
Who is a senior citizen
By Nella Macchia
There are ongoing debates about the definition of “senior”. 
According to the Oxford Canadian Dictionary, a senior 
citizen is “an elderly person, especially a person over 65”. 
And an elderly is, according to the same reference source, 
“rather old; past middle age”.
 In recent news reports you may have heard about many scams 
targeting seniors. Typically, seniors may be living alone and tend to 
be mortgage free, having bought and paid for their homes decades 
ago when prices were not so scary.  We have all heard of  the 
grandparent scams and the romance scams that continue to target 
seniors who are alone, sometimes isolated and vulnerable. Add to 
those scams are the more sophisticated, title theft and mortgage 
fraud utilizing sophisticated identity theft techniques of  government 
issued identification to steal the equity hidden in their home.
 COVID and the pandemic accelerated this pattern of  isolation 
and when coupled with the rapid rise in Inflation, seniors again are 
being disproportionately affected due to the fact they tend to be 
living on fixed incomes and without private pension plans and some 
without registered retirement savings plans to cushion the impact of  
inflation on their cost of  living.
 As a result of  all these factors, some seniors and their family 
members may prematurely consider selling their family home 
without considering all options. At all times, family members should 
keep the best interests of  seniors in mind before selling, downsizing 
to free up money to help their children or grandchildren. Some 
seniors want to add their adult children to their deed. This may not 
be a well thought out idea. While it may be easy to sell, the hard 
question is where do they go? Without a well thought out plan, 
seniors may be in jeopardy and lose their asset.
 Do they move to a condo, cottage, retirement home, Long 
Term Care centre or  move in with their adult children and 
grandchildren?
 From my practice as a lawyer and experience I ask what do most 
seniors want in their golden years? Most seniors want to stay in their 
homes and age in place because they have strong connections to 
friends, neighbours and want to keep their family pets. Their home 
is their safety, security and financial freedom all intertwined.
 The question is how can we protect seniors while keeping 
them in their homes and communities living out their 
golden years for as long as possible? A community town hall 

is set for May 11 at 7pm at the Chancellor Community Center to 
discuss these important issues. I invite you to join me and I will give 
you information on how to make decisions affecting Seniors in their 
Golden Years.
 Issues affecting seniors are complex and I encourage you to seek 
professional help. It is not a sign of  weakness to ask for help. Seeking 
assistance from a physician, Lawyer and Certified Financial Planner 
to chart a plan affecting your senior/parent is a wise first step for 
them to enjoy the rest of  their lives.
 The following must be considered in planning for seniors to live 
the rest of  their lives without worry:
1. Ensure Original Last Wills and Powers of  Attorney are up to date  
 and stored and accessible in a safe place.
2. Meet with your Certified Financial Planner to determine current  
 budget vs expenses and discuss any shortfall. Annually have the   
 Money talk.
3. Arrange Title insurance with your lawyer if  you do not have it in  
 order to protect equity from would be scammers and obtain peace  
 of  mind.
4. Consider a Reverse mortgage to renovate or create a legal   
 separate suite or apartment or laneway suite to generate additional  
 income to help with Personal Support Workers and home care   
 along with maximizing government grants and tax credits   
 available without contribution from adult children.
5. Provide support at the community level to maintain social   
 networks (bocce, bingo nights, clubs. Swim and walking group,   
 gardening activities. Travel opportunities. Religious events)
6. Lobby governments to increase home care support as the least   
 costly option vs building colossal retirement homes or long term  
 care facilities.
7. Lobby municipal government to expand and subsidize or  
 reduce taxes and fees to seniors (gym memberships pool classes,  
 Tax preparation)
8. Join Carp association to obtain Senior discounted Group   
 pricing for insurance, snow removal and grass cutting,   
 ride share services from select contractors.
 After working and advising my senior clients and their adult 
children for over 36 years, these are my “nuggets of  wisdom” which 
if  implemented will ensure that your senior parent or family member 
will ride happily into their golden years, and the family will benefit 
without stressing their daily life. 

Dan Furgiuele, Re/Max Hallmark Corbo & Kelos Group 
785 Queen Street #301, Toronto  |  danfurgiuele@gmail.com  |  416.938.2822

www.danfurgiuele.com
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“The Champion of  the People”
By Josie Alonzi
  Recently I had the pleasure of  
interviewing Rosanna DeFrancesca 
City of  Vaughan Local Councillor of  
Ward 3.  Rosanna was born in Cosenza 
Italy to Giuseppe and Rosetta Morrone. 
Giuseppe’s brother Peter, who had 
established himself  in Toronto a year 
earlier, encouraged him to move his 
family to Canada for a new future. 
Giuseppe, Rosetta, and their 2-year-old 
daughter Rosanna embarked on their long 
voyage to Canada. 
  On July 16, 1967, the Queen Federica 
arrived at Pier 21 in Halifax with 
hundreds of  immigrants including the 
young Morrone family. After travelling 
by train to Toronto, the Morrone Family lived in the attic 
space of  a home on Grace and College Streets (Little Italy). 

They began their new life 
with three other families all 
of  which immigrated from 
their hometown of  Cosenza. 
 

Giuseppe soon went to work as a gardener and Rosetta 
as a seamstress. Rosanna remembers vividly when her 

mother would take her to work on Saturday 
so that she could make extra money. 
Rosanna would keep busy making clothes 
for her dolls with the scrap fabric the owner 
of  the factory would give her. Her parents 
worked very hard, and finally had enough 
money to move into their own home at 
Keele and Eglinton. At this time, the family 
welcomed the final addition to their family, 
a baby girl named Patricia. 
 As a teenager Rosanna attended Sir 
Sanford Fleming High School, where she 
recalls fond memories of  her time there, 
and the friendships that started and 
continue to this day. 
 Rosanna has three children Robert, 
Michael, and Julia. She speaks of  her 

children with much pride and explains how they were 
instrumental in ensuring her victory in the 2010 
municipal election. Rosanna talks about her first victory.

“It was hard work, determination, 
love for my community and the belief  
that elected officials could do better!”

 This belief  gave her the strength to cross the finish line 
and prove that it could be done if  your mind and heart 
were in alignment. 
 Rosanna had a long history in the service industry as a 
young adult, which led her to run a service business for 
many years. With this business experience, she felt well 
suited to guide the City of  Vaughan in a new direction. 
Rosanna was president of  East Woodbridge 
Ratepayers Association for many years. In these years she 

was engaged in the issues of  the community and began to 
advocate those issues at City Hall. She instinctively knew 
how residents wanted to be represented.  
 Rosanna soon decided she would put her name on 
the ballot in 2006 where she experienced a loss but still 
continued her advocacy for Ward 3 residents through 
the Ratepayers Association. Her open-door policy quickly 
made her a trusted member of  her community and it 
was for this reason that she was encouraged to run 
again in 2010 where the residents of  Ward 3 delivered 
her a victory. 
 With twelve years in office Rosanna sits on many 
committees. The one which is dear to her heart is the 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. 
 Rosanna was appointed as Chair of  this committee in 
2018 by former Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua and she has 
since then been reappointed by our new Mayor Steven 
Del Duca. She knows that the traffic topic has been a 
serious concern for the residents of  Vaughan and that it 
needs special attention. Rosanna also championed 
policy change in her first term due to growing concerns 
from residents about speeding cars in the community. 
This resulted in the implementation of  the 
“Move Smart Strategy”. This strategy has been fully 
endorsed by council and now being implemented by 
City staff in all communities across Vaughan.
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Rosanna continues to support fiscal responsibility and 
value for residents’ tax dollars. Her experience as Chair of  
Finance for two consecutive terms and new appointment 
as Chair of  the Audit committee is proof  of  her continued 
commitment to the residents. 
 It’s safe to say that she touched the hearts of  many 
residents in Ward 3 and beyond with her passion, 
charismatic smile, and her contagious energy! 
 Rosanna will continue to be The Voice and 
“The Champion of  the People”.
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416.618.5985  |  closiggio9@gmail.com

36-100 Bass Pro Mill Drive
Vaughan, Ontario L4K 5X1

Telephone: 905.760.7890
Email: info@atrensmgmt.com

www.atrensmgmt.com

5 Kenview Blvd., Unit 2, Brampton, ON L6T 5G5
905.761.8552  |  roccod@montereysale.com  |  montereysale.com

SINCE 1997



 22    The Voice 2020  |  May / June 2023

A Unique Childrens Store
 Forty years ago what started out as a desire to dress her two 
little boys in fashionable European clothing, has evolved into 
Canada’s largest children’s boutique. 
 Santina had a dream, and she loved children s fashion. In 
order to achieve her dream Santina decided to go back to 
Humber College to obtain her business degree. After taking 
her business degree she founded the Children s store called 
Zero 20 Kids Store in Vaughan, Ontario “One of  A Kind”. 
Today this store is the largest Kids’ store in Canada. 
 Anna, Santina’s sister partnered with her in this business with 
a team of  dedicated employees venture and it continues to 
grow exponentially. 
 This Boutique offers designer clothing and shoes for babies, 
children and teens. Zero 20 kids offers the unique and the 
newest look of  designer labels at competitive prices which will 
make your special occasions memorable. 
 All social ceremonial events are their specialty, Here you will 
find the largest selection of  any other  competitors for 
ceremonial events such as Christening, Ring boy/flower girl, 
Holy Communion, Confirmation, or Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
 A very unique selection of  formal white dresses, shoes and 
accessories for the girls and for the young boys formal 
fashionable suits, colored shirt, ties, socks, belts and shoes. 
Casual clothing is also available. Zero20 presently features 
the popular brand Mayoral from Spain in sizes from 
newborn to size 18. 
 In the last forty years Santina and Anna have seen newborns 
grow into young adults and become young parents. Their 
customers mothers and grandmothers through the years have 
become their family and continue to support them. Santina 
states that “helping you dress your children smartly is the 
reason for tour existence. 
 Thank-you for your friendship and loyalty over the 
past 40 years.”
Zero20kids - 7700 Pine Valley Drive, Vaughan 
Telephone 905.851.6041 | zero20kids.com
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Vaughan - ANNALISA CASERTA
3-53 Woodbridge Avenue, Woodbridge

4-8600 Keele Street, Concord
Telephone: 905.266.0048    Email: canada1@enasco.it

Ottawa - RITA ANTONELLI
14-888 Meadowlands Drive East

Telephone: 613.567.4532  
Email: canada1@enasco.it

www.patronatoenasco.ca
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 Canadians can sleep peacefully knowing that their 
money is safe and secure in the vaults of  our country’s 
financial institutions.
 After what happened in the US earlier this month 
with the Silicon Valley Bank and the most recent news 
out of  Switzerland with Crédit Suisse, I felt there was 
an overwhelming sense of  panic and doubt among 
Canadians who were worried about the stability and 
health of  our banking sector.  
 Could the Silicon Valley Bank fiasco be replicated 
in Canada? Are banks in Canada in a fragile and 
vulnerable state?
 Canada has a strong and competitive banking sector.  
Our top six banks are healthy, prosperous, and perhaps 
most importantly, very resilient. At their core, and in my 
opinion, Canadian banks are prudent and naturally more 
conservative than banks in America, and they are the 
envy of  many nations and among the strongest in 
the world.
 For example, Canadian bankers and lenders are careful 
when lending money; some might even suggest they are 
overly cautious. We were reminded a few weeks ago, 
during one of  the meetings of  our Senate Committee 
on Banking, Trade and the Economy, to what extent 
Canadian banks are judicious and meticulous in their 
risk management practices. Entrepreneurs explained to 
us how difficult it was for them to get a line of  credit to 
help fund their receivables when they had $20 million in 
revenue. We were told that the lender wanted a personal 
guarantee.
 To some, this real-life account of  the challenges 
entrepreneurs may face to access capital might be 
surprising or even insulting. To others, including myself, 
it’s a reflection of  how seriously lenders take their work 
in assessing the value and potential of  business proposals.  
If  loan applicants aren’t willing to personally back their 
ventures, why should a bank? You either believe in your 
venture or you don’t!
 I think it’s fair for financial institutions to have that 
expectation which shows us how disciplined they are.  
This approach, in my view, is rightfully ingrained in the 
business model of  Canadian banks which should reassure 
Canadians.
 Indeed, I have worked in the financial industry for close 
to four decades and, although we sometimes hear there 
is not enough competition in the industry, I would argue 
that most feel that Canadian banks are very competitive.  
They are constantly and aggressively fighting for market 
share amongst themselves, but also with financial 
cooperatives and global financial institutions that target 
niche products and markets in Canada.  
 By the same token, I must often remind people who 
may be critical of  banks and their profitability that the 
number one objective of  our financial institutions is to 

protect the money its clients 
have entrusted in them. 
Canadians expect their money 
to be available when needed 
and banks are very mindful of  
that trust and confidence. 
 Canada’s Finance 
Department reminded us 
that “significant structural 
and regulatory safeguards are 
already in place in Canada” 
to prevent a collapse similar 
to the one in California. Indeed, Canada’s banking sector 
is well-regulated thanks, in part, to the Office of  the 
Superintendent of  Financial Institutions, an independent 
federal government agency that supervises financial 
institutions and pension plans to determine whether 
they are in sound financial condition and meeting their 
legislative requirements.
 Many analysts and economists agree that a similar 
fiasco in Canada is unlikely. I contend that there is no 
need for Canadians to impulsively react to the situation 
in the US. Our banks can withstand a bit of  turbulence 
in the market. 
 A recession in 2023 is possible, perhaps even likely, 
and markets will be volatile this year, but Canadians 
should be able to take a breath, relax and feel confident 
that their money is safe and adequately protected and 
smartly invested by our Canadian financial institutions.  
Moreover, the Canadian Deposit Insurance Corporation 
also protects your deposits, in seven different deposit 
categories up to a total of  $100,000 per category, in the 
event of  a bank’s bankruptcy, which I continue to believe 
would be highly unlikely in Canada.
 I would also add that banks need to continue to be as 
transparent and accountable as possible about the way 
they do business, the way they invest and how they serve 
and support their clients.  
 In my view, Canada has a great track record in that 
respect, and this is something I will continue to advocate 
for in my new position as Chair of  the Canadian Chapter 
of  the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund. This global Network 
that unites parliamentarians from around the world helps 
build support for the way the World Bank and the IMF 
deliver on their development cooperation objectives 
internationally.

What About Canadian Banks
by The Honourable Tony Loffreda, CPA
Independent Canadian Senator (Quebec)

Senator Tony Loffreda

WHEN EXPERIENCE AND RESULTS COUNT!

“Buying and Selling Homes in Toronto and GTA”

Celia Losiggio 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 2535 Major Mackenzie Drive, Unit 7

Maple, Ontario L6A 1C6

905.832.2550

18

755 The Queensway
Toronto, ON

416-253-9207

755 The Queensway, Toronto 
416.253.9207  |  posticino.com

OPEN WITH TWO PATIOS TO SERVE YOU
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Vescio Funeral Homes Ltd.
Woodbridge 905.850.3332  |  Toronto 416.656.3332  |  Maple 905.303.0770 

vesciofuneralhome.com  

Funeral Services  •  Memorial Services  •  Burial Services  •  Cremation  •  Embalming

Celebrating Life, Love and Legacy 
at Hospice Vaughan
Everyone of us will be touched by death and grief at some point 
in our lives. With love and dignity, Hospice Vaughan 
supports people of all ages facing a life-limiting illness or the 
loss of a loved one. The Hospice offers a 
diverse range of services (Health System 
Navigation, Caregiver Support, Day Programs, 
Wellness Programs, and Grief and 
Bereavement Support) and a beautiful 
residential hospice.   
 Just over two years ago Hospice Vaughan 
opened the doors to a 12-bed palliative care 
hospice residence and the Mario & Nick 
Cortellucci Hospice Palliative Care Centre 
of Excellence, the first specialized health 
care facility of its kind in Vaughan. 
A dream brought to reality thanks to a 
legion of dedicated community volunteers 
and donors.
 Every day, more than 50 dedicated staff 
and physicians ensure the very best care 
and support is available. The interdisciplinary team includes 
Registered Nurses, Personal Support Workers, Physicians, 
Grief and Family Support Therapists, a Recreation Therapist, 
and Social Workers.
 Hospice Vaughan is not just here for the last days or weeks 
of life, hospice palliative care is about having the best quality 
of life for however long life remains. Advance Care Planning 

Workshops and “Lunch and Learn” sessions are available 
for residents and local businesses.
 Services are provided free of charge, yet only 37% of 
expenses are covered by government funding. Community 
support is vital.  
On Sunday June 4th at Sonoma Heights Community Park, 

Hike for Hospice Vaughan provides an 
opportunity for the residents of Vaughan to 
come together to raise funds and awareness 
for this essential community asset. It is a 

great opportunity for grieving families and 
friends to celebrate and honor the legacy of 
their loved ones. 
  Hike Committee Chair, Alex Lombardi is 
leading this year’s hike to honor the legacy 
of her father and to give thanks for the 
exceptional care that he received at 
Hospice Vaughan. Alex’s goal is to ensure 
that other individuals and families receive 
the same care and compassion during their 
end-of-life journey: “I walk in honour of my 
father, in honour of the hundreds of families 
that have been welcomed through the doors 

of Hospice Vaughan, and in honour of all of those still to pass 
through them. I hope you will join me either physically or virtually 
to support Hospice Vaughan’s commitment to support 
individuals to live fully and to ensure a better ending. 
Because everyone deserves to die with dignity”.
Who will you hike for on June 4th?
www.hospicevaughan.com/hike

Contact us,
416.723.3665
rmcapstonelandscape@gmail.com

View our portfolio,
capstonelandscape.ca  
@capstonelandscape

CAPSTONE LANDSCAPE

Design  Construction  Interlock  Flagstone  Concrete  Artificial Grass  Pools  & More
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A Purposeful Life
BY MARK HALPERN

BS”D

My Life
BY IRENE BAJCAR

Eileen T. Conner
1943 – 2020

Let’s  Party On
P H I L  B LO O M

A Life Full of Love 
and Meaning

BY MOISHE (SID) HALPERN

BS”D

Nell
BY JENNIFER WESTAWAY

Visit TimeForMyStory.com 
to download your free memory booklet

WE TURN YOUR MEMORIES 
INTO MAGAZINES 

437.888.9175416.575.6006
360readymix@gmail.com

P R O U D LY  S E R V I N G  T H E  G TA
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READY MIX SERVICES
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Proudly serving the Italian Community

Honour your accomplishments, your faith, your individuality. 
Complete your plans, your way, in the stately grandeur of our 
modern mausoleums.   

Limited 
space 

available!

For more information scan QR code to visit 
us online or call: 647-559-5525

1810 Albion Road, Etobicoke, ON  •  647-559-5525  •  glendalememorial.ca

Glendale Funeral Home & Cemetery
by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.  
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