Understanding IEP Objectives — Part 1

Introduction
We are hoping to provide parents with a way to advocate for their child with special education
needs. The first step is understanding the IEP. The goals of our guide Understanding IEP Objectives
are:
« Empower you to ask questions
« Provide you with advocacy actions
e Show you how to unpack an IEP objective
« Give you confidence to engage with IEP process
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (blank)

Steps

Enter your information

Ste
1:

Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s).

Step

Email special ed teacher for a prompt or test
question for the priority objective.

Ste
3:

If you do not receive a prompt/test question,
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before
next step.

When received, write the prompt.

Ste
4.

A) Write IEP Objective’s VERB-object combo

He paints posters.
t =

Verb Object
The verbis Whoever or
the word that whatever
expresses receives that
what that action is the
action is. object

Objective verb

Objective object

B) Write Prompt’s VERB-object combo

(note: the prompt object may be a specific
example of the IEP objective object)

Prompt or test question verb Prompt or test question object

Step
5:

A) The verb-object combinations match.
Do you understand what the result should
look like? If not, ask for help understanding.

B) The verb-object combinations don’t match.

Ask for clarification.
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (valid reading objective example)

Steps Enter your information
(/. wvea 3 para /)\"n"xhb C ¥ E€Y0S foi 1
i :
[\ '(H\L MNa '.”|£\I [,'JV\\LLI X)()()(_ Can
St? Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s). b ) ate A
1: \m [l( code + |l»{r'-"v+|lj (:'76( acc Lafl‘tffl_‘j)
he will stafe +he mam idea of
euch pacaq caph.
“Hello. Would you please email me a test
Step | Email special ed teacher for a prompt or test question or prompt for Goal __, Objective __.
2: | question for the priority objective. This will help me understand what [Student] is
supposed to do. Thank you!”
) . “Hello. I'm following up on my previous email.
If you do not receive a promptitest question, | \y/,14 you please email me a test question or
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before L
next step. prompt for Goal Objective . Thank
you!”
Ste
3:
|2 €CH Ll *—\’\(" \E p(« Ca LJ'(".I’)V\_& Q /\c(
Il Teciivied il thd Protr i (_j’ ate +he maia idlea a"'(r eachn
P[\( (L/J.'t'LP"\
A) Write IEP Objective’s VERB-object combo | Obiective verb Objactive oblact
He paints posters.
? »
Verb Object ‘ C
The veerrbis Vl/hoe{/eror S’{'[«ff Maia dea o1
™ M SRt
Step ;m:%;nﬁ::t zg}l:nct.is s éach Paf[ujra p
4:
B) Write Prompt’s VERB-obiect combo Prompt or test question verb Prompt or test question object
(note: the prompt object may be a specific < iy e cl Y o
example of the IEP objective object) State Mmain |
each pacagqraph
A) The verb-object combinations match. “Thank you for the prompt/test question. I'm not sure |
Do you understand what the result should understand what it will look like when [Student] does
look like? If not, ask for help understanding. this. Would you please help me?”
Step
5: “Thank you for the prompt/ test question. There
B) The verb-object combinations don’t match. | appear to be differences between the IEP objective
Ask for clarification. and prompt/test question. Would you please help me
understand why there are differences?”
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (invalid reading objective example)

Steps Enter your information
\\\\ Wil Summar ¢
Ste Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s). - .t aroemaTiON VN G
1: l M POCTAaNn]
JGQviety Fryeadi material
“Hello. Would you please email me a test
Step | Email special ed teacher for a prompt or test | duestion or prompt for Goal __, Objective .
2: question for the priority objective. This will help me understand what [Student] is
supposed to do. Thank you!”
) ) “Hello. I'm following up on my previous email.
If you do not receive a promptitest question, | \y/,|4 you please email me a test question or
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before o
next step. prompt for Goal Objective . Thank
you!”
Ste "\ — l
3: SLAC
'}ﬂ/b\ +he fl/\ \L) wn “\' S\\,\ S
When received, write the prompt. o
(A nd B me W1 H &4 Sum mL\\';,j _
A) Write IEP Objective’s VERB-object combo | Obiective verb Oblectlve objact
He paints posters.
Verb Object : o fzat
The veerrbls M/hoe\jlgrcor g\AVY\V"\ oolk 1€ t MP\' ‘
the word that whatever
Sorssaes | raceves el inforenation
Step action is. object.
4:
B) Write Prompt’s VERB-obiect combo Prompt or test question verb Prompt or test question object
(note: the prompt object may be a specific
example of the IEP objective object) WY e G SUummar “j
A) The verb-object combinations match. “Thank you for the prompt/test question. I'm not sure |
Do you understand what the result should understand what it will look like when [Student] does
look like? If not, ask for help understanding. this. Would you please help me?”
Step
b: “Thank you for the prompt/ test question. There
B) The verb-object combinations don’t match. | appear to be differences between the |EP objective
Ask for clarification. and prompt/test question. Would you please help me
understand why there are differences?”
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (valid math objective example)

Steps Enter your information
St (; (Vén G /l (B*’Z’p 1"/\(:‘(\:/ ("/‘l'\a"étf‘l)'”')
1‘? Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s).
. XXX# w: llsolve +he t;(."}b([L*t on.
“Hello. Would you please email me a test
Step | Email special ed teacher for a prompt or test | question or prompt for Goal __, Objective .
2: question for the priority objective. This will help me understand what [Student] is
supposed to do. Thank you!”
) ) “Hello. I'm following up on my previous email.
If you do not receive a promptitest question, |\ /14 you please email me a test question or
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before i
next step. prompt for Goal Objective . Thank
you!”
Ste
3:
When received, write the prompt. Colve X+ 3=5
A) Write IEP Objective’s VERB-object combo | Obiective verb O object
He paints posters.
AV/ Object b :
The veefbbls VVhoeisfor SO‘Vd *—L"\é’ ()l]u&'{'u/\
the word that whatever
expresses receives that
Step S S
4:
B) Write Prompt’s VERB-obiect combo Prompt or test question verb Prompt or test question object
(note: the prompt object may be a specific i
example of the IEP objective object) Solve X+3:=5
A) The verb-object combinations match. “Thank you for the prompt/test question. I'm not sure |
Do you understand what the result should understand what it will look like when [Student] does
look like? If not, ask for help understanding. | this. Would you please help me?”
Step
5: “Thank you for the prompt/ test question. There
B) The verb-object combinations don’t match. | appear to be differences between the IEP objective
Ask for clarification. and prompt/test question. Would you please help me
understand why there are differences?”
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (invalid math objective example)

Steps Enter your information
W use 4 variefy of math
XX will usé 4 V¢ { ¢
S?ﬁ Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s). jr(\ 5 L ] ove Math (om pv tehan
(;.'.I.’ "\(\ i/,*t"'? ‘»(l‘»"“”“) SK"H")
“Hello. Would you please email me a test
Ste Email special ed teacher for a prompt or test question or prompt for Goal __, Objective __.
2: | question for the priority objective. This will help me understand what [Student] is
supposed to do. Thank you!”
Y
. ) “Hello. I'm following up on my previous email.
If you do not receive a promptitest question,  { \\/,4 you please email me a test question or
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before t for Goal Obiecti Thank
next step. prompt for oa jective : an
you!
Ste
3: : , =
g[ |\ Sbg ¥ &P
When received, write the prompt.
A) Write IEP Objective’s VERB-object combo | Oviective verb Objective ebject
) N 4 vaciety of Fools
He paints posters. VR1¢ 1 & Va )
I‘ »
Verb Object :
The ve:b is \A/hoe\]/(:rcor w
the word that whatever
what that acion s the. t
Step :/ction is. object. A M B OV T m L\‘f‘,\ (om {)\.'» i—l\ | AN
4: FPSphe
B) Write Prompt’s VERB'ObieCt Combo Prompt or test question verb Prompt or test question object
(note: the prompt object may be a specific o 2% 4.5
example of the IEP objective object) SU Wt 2 § +2
A) The verb-object combinations match. “Thank you for the prompt/test question. I'm not sure |
Do you understand what the result should understand what it will look like when does
look like? If not, ask for help understanding. this. Would you please help me?”
Step
5: “Thank you for the prompt/ test question. There
B) The verb-object combinations don’t match. | appear to be differences between the IEP objective
Ask for clarification. and prompt/test question. Would you please help me
understand why there are differences?”
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Template for Evaluating an Objective (valid word problem objective example)

Steps

Enter your information

XXX will solve a 3\vcm

S:? Choose your highest priority IEP objective(s). | S kp word pro blewm
“Hello. Would you please email me a test
question or prompt for Goal __, Objective __.
Step | Email special ed teacher for a prompt ortest | Ajso write out the steps for how the problem is
2. question for the priority objective AND how d1o b Wad. This will hei
* | the problem is supposed to be worked out. Supposed to be solved. [his will help me
understand what [Student] is supposed to do.
Thank you!”
“Hello. I'm following up on my previous email.
If you do not receive a prompt/test question, Would you please email mea test question or :
ask again in 3 business days. Wait before next | prompt for Goal Objective . Also, write
step. out the steps for how the problem is supposed to
be solved. Thank you!”
) eccy has 420 (n the hank
o L U ) W )(_ box
When received, write the prompt. He waats 1o bu 1 & e ’
Game fnat Costs 435 IHow
S:t;e Mmuch more money does he need 9

Copy how the problem is supposed to be
worked out.

%3¢
%15

He needs $15 worce dollacs.
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Conclusion
In this first guide on Understanding IEP Objectives we:
e Gave you 5 simple steps to unpack an IEP objective
« Provided you questions to engage the special education teacher
« Showed you how to identify an IEP objective’s two basic parts
« Empowered you to more confidently participate in the IEP process
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