Fishin’ Lines
There’s No Fool Like

A Fishin’ Fool

February 2017

The Oswegoland Fishin’ Fools is a multi-species fishing club. We meet the 1st Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Allied First Bank
Building, 3201 Orchard Road, Oswego

Visit us on the Web at: http://www.fishinfools.org

If you have an article to submit, please send it to me at: menoland@sbcglobal.net or if you would like help writing an article you can
either email or call me at 630-730-3490. Thanks – Mike Noland

OSWEGOLAND FISHIN’ FOOLS

Feb 6th meeting will
feature Aaron Sands

the mid 90’s, I won multiple Men’s and Master’s
contests in the Quad County Hawg Hunter’s
Muskies Inc. Release Divisions. Almost all of
those muskies were captured on Shabbona Lake.
My fishing articles have been published in
Midwest Outdoors and the Outdoor Notebook. I
am regular guest on the Outdoor Notebook radio
and an accomplished Seminar speaker. In 1994, I
organized the 1st “Muskie Rescue” and since then
we have literally returned hundreds of muskies
and walleye to the Lake. Simply put, no other
guide has more time on Shabbona Lake than I do.

From the WI D.N.R.
Our Free Fishing Weekend, Jan. 21-22, makes it
easy to bring family and friends along to discover
why fishing on ice is so nice.

By Mike Noland
In February we will have another speaker with
some great pointers, Aaron Sands. Aaron will talk
about fishing Shabbona Lake which is located
about 30 miles west of Aurora and just South of
the town of Shabbona.
AARON SANDS (in his own words)
Growing up in the town of Shabbona offered me
the opportunity to literally fish whenever I wanted
to. And fish I did! As a teenager I stole my father’s
boat and fished for everything that swims. During

Wisconsin residents and visitors alike can fish for
free (no fishing license or trout stamp needed) on
all inland lakes and rivers as well as on
Wisconsin’s waters of Lake Superior, Lake
Michigan and the Mississippi River. All other usual
regulations and seasonal restrictions apply.
Free ice fishing clinics are being held in many
locations statewide and many DNR offices and
parks have ice fishing equipment you can borrow
if you call ahead.

Fishin’ Fools’
2017 Tournament
Schedule
Date/Time

Location

F.O.D.

March 18th & 19th
6:00 – 3:00

Lake of Egypt
(Pyramid Acres
Marina)

Crappie
/ Bass

April 8th & 9th
6:00 – 3:00

Braidwood Lake
(South Ramp)

Catfish /
Bass

May 20th
6:00 – 3:00

Heidecke Lake

Walleye

June 10th & 11th
6:00 – 3:00

Sturgeon Bay

Bass /
Perch

July 8th & 9th
6:00 – 3:00

The Tony Cox
Memorial
Illinois River –
Spring Valley
Barto’s Landing

Walleye
/ Other

August 12th & 13th
6:00 – 12:00
Note: Fishing must
end at Noon on
both days. Checkin is no later than
2:00 p.m.

Clinton Lake
(Clinton Lake
Marina)

September 30th&
October 1st
6:00 – 3:00

Winneconne
(Landing on the
Wolf)

White
Bass /
Northern

October 14th & 15 t h
7:00 – 3:00

Shelbyville
West Dam
Recreational
Area (9th St.)

Bass /
Bluegill

2017 Fishing Side Trips
Date

Location

Member Sponsor

May 4th
– 7th

Lake of Egypt

Brian Murphy

May
21st

LaSalle Lake

Danny Cossich

Fishing Shows
Jan 19 – 22
Chicago Outdoor Sports Show, Fire & Ice Show and Hot
Sauce Expo. Donald E. Stephens Expo Center,
Rosemont, IL

www.osgshows.com
Jan 26 – 29
Chicagoland Fishing Travel & Outdoor Expo.
Schaumburg Convention Center, Schaumburg IL

www.sportsows.com
Feb 11 – 12
Tinley Park Fishing & Outdoor Show
Tinley Park High School, Tinley Park, IL

www.finleyparkfishingshow.com
Bluegill /
Crappie

Feb 16 – 19
Chicago RV and Camping Show
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont, IL

www.chicagorvshow.com
Feb 16 – 19
QCCA Outdoor Show, QCCA Expo Center, Rock Island, IL
Quad City Conservation Alliance, Inc.

www.qccaexpocenter.com
Feb 17 – 19
Rockford Boat, Vacation and Fishing Expo
Indoor Sports Center, Loves Park, IL

www.landroproductions.com

Wisconsin Fishing Report:
*All Tournaments are one-day Tournaments.
i.e. – August 12th & 13th will be two one-day
Tournaments.

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/lakemichigan/O
utdoorReport.html

Fish of the Month
December

Fish of the Month
December

Angler:
Fish:
Date:
Location:
Bait:

Angler:
Fish:
Date:
Location:
Bait:

Jeff Hansen
Puffer
December
Florida
Live Shrimp

Kudos Jeff!
March Swap Meet Means
Time to Cull Those Lures
and Other Tackle!
Anything you have that is fishing related can be
sold or traded at our March 6th monthly meeting.
Members will be allowed 1 table to display their
items and sufficient time prior to the meeting to
demonstrate/present them to potential swappers.
Start sorting now; it’ll be here before you know.

Mark Lutz
Smallmouth Bass
December
Fox River
Fly

Kudos Mark!
P.S. In case you forgot . . . 2017 dues are NOW
being accepted. Enjoy waaaay more than $40
worth of benefits when you join or renew a
membership.
AND . . . Why not bring a friend along and get
them involved?
AND . . . Why not join our planning committee
and really get involved with making our club
better for everyone?

Lake of Egypt Side Trip
with Brian Murphy

your boat out or issues with finding electric
hookups.

As I stated I am doing a side trip to Lake of Egypt
Thurs to Sun May 4th-7th. I was able to rent a
HOUSE ON THE LAKE, thru VRBO, for these
days.

- Brian

Perfect Lakeside Retreat for Your Trip to Lake
of Egypt- Huge Home, Lot, & Doc! This house
has:

PRESIDENTS PONDERING

Our lakeside retreat is located on the beautiful
Lake of Egypt, popular for fishing, boating, and
water sports. This tranquil waterfront home is
situated on a private road and features vaulted
ceilings, 3 queen bed bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms,
a stone wood burning fireplace, and a large deck
overlooking the lake. There is also a separate full
basement studio unit with 2 double beds, Living
Room, full Kitchen, and full Bath plus patio with
beautiful lake views as well! Room enough for 2
families comfortably! The house has lake views in
the front and back, and is situated off the ski area
in a no wake zone with deep water off the dock.
The dock is a newer covered one boat slip with
huge 12'x28' sundeck to enjoy all the lake has to
offer as well as the picturesque sunsets! There is
also a private sand beach with toys provided and
a built in fire pit for evening campfire activities!

Greetings all, time is sure flying by. I know
everybody is probably tired of the snow and cold
and wants to get out and fish.

There is room for 6 guys, unless you want to
sleep with someone. LOL!! I will be going with my
dad. Jon Olivet and Mark Corah have committed
so that leaves 2 more beds available. There is
room for additional guys but you would have to
cot/air mattress it. I would also have to check with
the owners.
The total cost is $871.65 which is $145.28 per
person. Nightly it is $48.43. I must pay the full
balance by March 1st, so any person going will
need to pay me by that date. This is NOT
REFUNDABLE. If you cannot go YOU need to
find a replacement and get your money from that
person! Sorry to have to do this, but I am taking
all the risk on behalf of club members.
Lastly cost of a hotel in Marion is about the same
per person. The advantage is not having to take

Call or email me with questions.

By Jim Frolich

Until then, why not relieve some ‘cabin fever’ and
come to the Fool’s very own “Cabin Fever Party”.
This is an annual event that we have done for
about 15 years now. We have a great dinner, play
some games, tell some jokes and an occasional
“fish lie”. We will also be having a 50/50 raffle if
you are in the “gambling mood”.
We would love to see you there. Come to the
meeting to sign up or if it is easier give me a call
and I will take care of it.
Until next month. After I do some ‘Pondering’,
Jim

Herman’s Hints
By: Herman Kunz

SPINNING REELS AND THEIR CARE
As you know this is the time of the year that has
most sport/fishing shows going full blast or are
even over.,
It’s time to buckle down and do those final tune
ups to your fishing tackle if you haven’t broke the
bank and bought everything new at one of the
shows.
You should know the usual stuff; check split rings,
hooks, line and all the other things that will secure
your fish all the way to the boat.

Now then, let me touch on something that most of
us overlook…spools on spinning reels. Those
spools do a lot more than just hold your line for
your reel.
They are the most important part of your reel.
They operate your drag system on your reel. They
should be cleaned and inspected carefully.
One of the most important parts of that reel is the
lip of the spool itself. If you have not paid attention
to this part of the reel, if you look closely, there
will be an almost invisible buildup of algae on that
spool that can affect casting, retrieving and even
the line itself.
That spool should be cleaned and polished for the
smooth performance of that reel. And while you’re
at it, look and feel the lip of that spool carefully.
The spool may have gotten nicked or otherwise
compromised and cause line failure when you
need it most, then it’s too late. So, short and
sweet, clean your reel spools both in and out,
under the adjustment knob and most of all clean
the algae build up that you will find if you look
close enough.
PS I have polished out nicks on my reel spool in
the past with no adverse effect on the reel. Tooth
paste or plastic polish works for me. HK

Northern Illinois
Hunting & Fishing Days
By: Dick Banning
As we continue our planning for the year, the
planning committee would like to see the
support we will receive in September for
NIHFD. In this event we need booth and
tournament (Sunday only) volunteers. Our day
can be made up of three hour sessions or any
greater number of hours. We need two
minimum for properly manning the booth. The
club gets publicity for hosting the tournament
and running the DNR fishing machine for

interested kids to try their luck at catching a
King Salmon. NIHFD is will provide the club
booth space at no charge. A cooler of water
will be provided by NIHFD.
The tournament on Sunday will need a
minimum of six; two in registration and four to
walk the pond. Help will be needed to
setup/take down the rods/reels. An entire day
may be from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. The
tournament runs from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Radios will be provided for communicating the
participants name, length measurements, and
species to registration.
The booth will require someone to run the
interactive fishing machine for kids and an
occasional adult. We also need someone to
hand out our brochure and talk to interested
people about joining the club.
Your help is appreciated and needed for us to
host these two activities. We want the club to
do a great job for our publicity. Please
consider volunteering for this event
September 23-24, 2017. We do not want to
commit to do this without your help. Once we
commit, we need your help.

FOR SALE:
Minnesota Fats Model Pool Table
4’ X 8’ drop pocket table with 1” slate top
In excellent condition (hardly used)
Retail Value approx. $2600
must sell $1200 or best reasonable offer.
Call Tom Witzke 630-204-1212

