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Awakening The Sibyl





Γοργόνιον τὴν σελήνεν 
διὰ τὸ ἐν αὐτῇ πρόσωπον

Plutarch. Moralia. with an English Translation by. Frank Cole Babbitt. Cambridge, MA. Harvard 

University Press. London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1936. 5.

“The face on the moon 

is that of The Sibyl.”





“There is a land Hellopia with much glebe and rich 

meadows, and rich in flocks and shambling kine. There 

dwell men who have many sheep and many oxen, and 

they are in number past telling, tribes of mortal men. And 

there upon its border is built a city, Dodona; and Zeus 

loved it and appointed it to be his oracle, reverenced by 

men . . . And they [the doves] lived in the hollow of an oak 

(phêgou). From them men of earth carry away all kinds of 

prophecy, whosoever fares to that spot and questions the 

deathless god and comes bringing gifts with good omens."

“Catalogues of Women,” (Fragment 97) by Hesiod - 8th or 7th century BCE.

Oracular Origins



Strabo. ed. H. L. Jones, The Geography of Strabo. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press; London: William Heinemann, Ltd. 1924.

“In earlier times the oracle was in the 
neighborhood of Scotussa, a city of 
Pelasgiotis; but when the tree was set on fire 
by certain people the oracle was transferred 
in accordance with an oracle which Apollo 
gave out at Dodona. However, he gave out the 
oracle, not through words, but through 
certain symbols, as was the case at the oracle 
of Zeus Ammon in Libya. Perhaps there was 
something exceptional about the flight of the 
three pigeons from which the priestesses were 
wont to make observations and to prophesy. 
It is further said that in the language of the 
Molossians and the Thesprotians old women 
are called "peliai" and old men "pelioi." And 
perhaps the much talked of Peleiades were not 
birds, but three old women who busied 
themselves about the temple.”

The lead sheet pictured here reads "Εαποδάμον τύχοιμίκα επί
τάν τέχναν; (If I emigrate, will I succeed in my craft?) 5th c. 

BCE.



















The Oracle by Camillo Miola (Biacca) (Italian (Neapolitan), 1840 - 1919)









• Typically, over 50, dressed conservatively for status and 
class

• Serious ablutions and purifications conducted to place her, 
and helpers, in appropriate mindset

• Only practiced 9 months in the year; in winter, Dionysus 
took over Delphi. It was among the only places where 
Apollo and Dionysus co-habited! (Also aligns with when 
ethylene would be least naturally available in year)











“It is traditional to begin a study of the Sibyl's presence in Christianity 
with a reference to the medieval hymn by Thomas a Celano, Dies irae, 
which appeals prominently to the Sibyl in conjunction with Biblical 
sources as constituting a double authority for the account of the fearful 
Last Judgment. As an alternative, some refer instead to the Sibyls in 
Christian art: as the culmination of this tradition, Sibyls alternating with 
Biblical prophets, painted by Michelangelo, look down from the borders 
of the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. The implication of both examples is 
the same: that for medieval Christendom, the Sibyl or Sibyls sometimes 
appear prominently as purveyors of true revelation side by side with the 
prophets of the Biblical tradition. Furthermore, both these examples 
represent very influential streams of cultural tradition: the Sistine 
Chapel's frescoes are among the most famous of European works of art; 
and the Dies irae became associated with the funeral liturgy, appearing 
as an element of the musical settings of the Requiem by Mozart and 
many others.”

Dies irae, dies illa
solvet saeclum in favilla
teste David cum Sibylla…

The Use of Sibyls and Sibylline Oracles 
in Early Christian Writers by Mischa André Hooker 



“Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) was born in Germany, the 
tenth child of a noble family, with whom she lived until she 
turned eight and her family gave her to the Church,
as was the custom with tenth children as they were seen as the 
proper tithe. As a child she often fell ill and it was during this 
period of her life she began experiencing mystical
visions. Fearing the reaction of her elders, she initially kept 
these experiences to herself. Hildegard flourished in the 
convent environment and after learning to read the Latin
Bible, with an emphasis on Psalms, she made her formal 
profession of virginity as a teenager. In 1141, Hildegard 
experienced the vision she later describes in the beginning
of Scivias, the first of her visionary writings, where the Lord 
imparted to her knowledge of the Scriptures.
She produced numerous visionary writings, theological works,

mystery and morality plays, medical writings, extensive 
correspondence, and musical compositions.”

Becoming the mouthpiece of God: female Christian mystics from the twelfth-to the eighteenth-century
By Carly F. Thompson 

Illumination from Hildegard's Scivias (1151) 
showing her receiving a vision and dictating to 
teacher Volmar



GUERCINO, The Libyan Sibyl 1651
Picture Gallery, Buckingham Palace

Calè, Luisa (2020) Modern Sibyls and sibylline media. Studies in Romanticism 59 (1), pp. 45-69. 



“The sibyls’ prophetic understanding of the world was vast, and dealt in the momentous events in the history of 
humanity. Yet each, despite sharing in common the name of sibyl, also possessed a unique individuality. Some 
wandered the earth, while others inhabited a particular place—a cave or a rock. Some appeared at will in the air 
while others preferred to be sought out. At times only the sibyl’s words could be heard. Each was connected with 
a particular time and place while at the same time, through their prophecies, became unmoored from any 
particular era or locale. It was this ephemeral quality of the sibyls, along with a long established respect of 
sibylline prophecy concerning the fate of nations, that led to their appropriation within Roman culture. The 
Romans enshrined the sibyls’ position as mediators between the gods and humanity within their political system, 
guaranteeing their words retained an unprecedented authority. Thus, throughout the Roman world sibylline 
oracles flourished both through oral transmission and textual production. The most famous sibylline texts were 
the libri Sibyllini, a collection of sibylline books held in Rome at least by the second century BCE. These were 
consulted during times of Roman national crises for several hundred years…”

The Three Witches from Macbeth (Elizabeth Lamb, Viscountess Melbourne; Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire; Anne Seymour Damer) by Daniel Gardner, 1775





The vilification of prophecy for early capitalist interests



(Fun fact: Contraception is also defined as maleficium 
during this time.)



“Contact with the spiritual world was not just a hopeful pastime of the bereaved, 
then. Spiritualism may have been a soothing source of consolation when it began, 
but it morphed into an ethereal engine of confidence for many of the women who 
practiced it. The messages of self-worth and female independence missing in their 
mundane lives were found in the voices of the discarnate.”





Market size of the psychic services industry in the United States (U.S.) from 2011 to 
2020 with a forecast for 2021(in million U.S. dollars)





Joan Quigley








