
Propylaia
At The Gate

προπύλαια



A Hekation, a trihedron in the form of a tripod, Between each leg is an
incurving face with an Archaistic relief of Hekate Triformis. She wears
a tall polos and a himation over a long chiton. Late Hellenistic period. Found near
the temple of Athena Polias on the ancient acropolis of Rhodes.

Rhodes Archaeological Museum.





As a gate goddess, Hecate was not only venerated at the 

stairway to the Athens Acropolis, but also in other Greek 

cities. In Selinunte, Hecate was also on watch from a 

propylon by the sanctuary of Demeter. In Eleusis, Hecate 

owned a temple at the gates of the sanctuary. On Rhodes, 

Hekate was worshiped as Propylaia together with 

Hermes Propylaios and Apollon Apotropaios In Lagina, 

where the main place of worship was located, a statue of 

Hekate was erected when a new city gate was being built. 

In addition, there was an annual procession in Lagina in 

honor of Hecate, where a female led the Procession of 

Keys. A similar festival was held in Meletus. 
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