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Located in the Northwest region of the United States within the Columbia River Gorge is the largest National Scenic Area in America. 

This spectacular 80 mile stretch of canyon lies 30 minutes east of Portland Oregon on Hwy 84 where it transitions from a vast temperate 

rainforest of big leaf maples, western hemlock and Douglas firs all covered in epiphytes from the west into massive rolling dry grasslands 

in the east. The gorge meanders through magnificent vistas that began to form during the Miocene era roughly 17 to 12 million years ago. 

The river courses through basalt cliffs of the Cascade Mountains that rise from sea level to 4000’ generating a wind tunnel effect with 

up to 35 mph gales. This trek explores a diverse collection of ecosystems in the northernmost border of Oregon while viewing the south-

ernmost border of Washington on the other side of the river.  The notable Multnomah Falls at 620 feet is among more than 90 pristine 

waterfalls that split the serenity of these Oregon mountains with the spray and splash of glorious spilling waterways as they cascade 

their way into the great Columbia River.

Additionally, two historic sites within the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area are architectural landmarks in America’s story as it 

unfolded during their construction early in the 20th century. These are: the Multnomah Falls Lodge and the Vista House at Crown Point.

Completed in 1925, Multnomah Falls Lodge was built by the City of Portland after the land was donated through a series of owners. They 

ultimately made it possible for millions of visitors year after year to enjoy this national treasure. It has become a magnificent destination 

spot for respite to relish in the spectacular views of the water fall and its grounds. The paved path up to the Benson Bridge offers stun-

ning scenes of the Columbia River Gorge as well. 

The Vista House was originally dedicated in 1918. Its sheer and brilliant 360 degree view was also designated as the Crown Point Natural 

Landmark. The Vista House at Crown Point stands 725 feet above the mile wide Columbia River as evidence of the many feats of 

human engineering which converged at the time of its construction.  Every day its awe-inspiring panoramas 

fill the travelers’ eye with unsurpassed beauty gazing east toward Mt Hood and west toward 

Portland whatever the time of day, weather or season.
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