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kaST ea&ki
This is the last call for getting your name in
the new Mosquito Phone Book! Our deadline is March
15th, so please call Pat at 622-6436 or Leia at 626-
8265. If you have any additions, corrections, or want
to place an ad in the "ye"ow pages", now is your last
chance. We only do this every two years - so don't be
left out. We would appreciate a $5.00 donation for
your "yellow page" ad.

SN9W a§atN
aND a@a!N s

Chief Leo Chaloux

It has sure been an interesting month. Seems the
biggest change has been in the weather. We have
had about four snowstorms so far, at least that is
how many times we have put the chains on all the
equipment. We leave them on for a while and when
we take the things off the weather changes and we
end up putting them back on. One problem we have
in our District is the elevation changes very quickly.
The west end of the District is only about 1,500 feet
high while the east end is around 3,000 feet. The fire
station is at 2,500 feet and it usually works out that if
we have six inches of snow at the station there is
none at the west end and about 12 to 18 inches at
the east end. So, we end up putting on chains when
there is 6 inches of snow at the station. We leave
them on for quite awhile even after the roads have
cleared. The main reason is that even though the
roads are passable many driveways are either still
covered with snow or so muddy that entry with a
32,000-pound fire engine can be very difficult
without chains. With the water tenders weighing
around 48,000 pounds it can be almost impossible.
In most cases if we are responding to a house fire

we stop the engines at the driveway entrance
dropping off the supply line and then drive the
engines down the driveway even it means getting
them stuck. Attack lines are then taken from the

engine to the house. Water tenders remain on the
road pumping water into the supply line hooked to
the engine.

With the past snow storms we have received
many phone calls at the fire station from people
asking when we will snow plow the roads. Some
people get downright angry when we tell them we
don't plow roads we do medical calls, fight fires and
get cats out of trees. Then when they see the
County plow Mosquito Road and Rock Creek Road
they really get mad because the roads in
Swansboro don't get plowed. They have a hard
time believing the County only does County roads
and not private roads. The next response we get is
what are you going to do if my house catches on
fire. We tell them we will respond no matter how
bad the roads are, that is one reason why we put
chains on everything. The Fire Department has a
policy and the Fire Fighters understand that they
are to respond the equipment needed for the
emergency and do their best to get to the incident
even if it means getting everything stuck. In the
past we have gotten some of it stuck but fortunately
we have managed to always get at least one piece
of equipment to an incident.

The biggest problem we have is the same one
that everyone seems to have when there is a lot of
snow on the roads. The Fire Fighters are
responding from their homes and simply cannot get
to the station because they end up getting stuck.
There have been times in the past when we have
had a great deal of snow that some of the fire
fighters have managed to make it to the station and
just spent the night upstairs.

Most people are usually concemed about a fire
in their house and the fire department not being
able to get there. What they really need to realize is
that the majority of incidents we go to are medical
in nature. With one of the last snowfalls we had a
little girl injured in a sledding accident and the
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ambulance responding out here was not able to
make it out here because of all the car wrecks on

Mosquito Road around Union Ridge. Fortunately,
her injuries were not that serious and it was possible
for her to be transported to the hospital by taking
Rock Creek Road. Every ambulance in El Dorado
County is four wheel drive but the problem again is
not always the snow on the roads but the idiots
driving on the roads that end up sideways, inside out
and upside down on Mosquito Road. If an
ambulance from Placerville cannot make it out here
on Mosquito Road I ask for an ambulance out of
Diamond Springs to respond by way of Rock Creek
Road. The response time is longer but at least it can
make it out here. Our primary first response
equipment for medical calls is an all wheel drive 1 %
ton Rescue/Squad and with chains on all the wheels
it is a hard unit to stop. The command unit I drive is
an all wheel drive and is complete with medical
supply equipment and when I put chains on all four
wheels it goes just about anywhere. Be assured
that we will respond, if weather conditions are real
severe it may take us awhile but we will get there. In
the past we have had to push stuck cars out of the
road, cut fallen trees off the road, go cross country
and even walk if necessary.

The best thing to do when the weather gets real
bad is to simply do as little as possible, and be wise
doing it. Staying inside the house and enjoying the
snow outside is a very good thing to do, it sure cuts
the odds on anything bad happening. What really
surprises me is how when it starts to snow how
badly some people want to go to town. They call the
station wanting to know how bad the roads are and if
they can make it to town. I always tell them the truth
and then advise them to simple stay home unless it
is an absolute necessity involving life or death. They
always tell me they are an excellent driver and they
will have no problem, and I tell them that no matter
how good they are there are a lot of idiots out there
using the same road and have no idea on how to
drive on snowy roads. Then they ask me if they
should take Mosquito Road or Rock Creek Road, I
advise them to take Rock Creek Road and then they
tell me they think they will take Mosquito anyway. Oh
well.

Winter is still around. If it is really snowing outside
and things are just really bad be careful.

In Memory of
Louis Rogers

lAVPD isaBD
News
Debbie Minor

How have you all fared this winter so far? I
know that some of us have had some wonderful or

not so wonderful experiences/memories with our
weather lately. I hope that you have all not given up
on spring; it is just around the comer.

Things at the Fire Department have been going
well. I recently participated in a CPR class put on at
the Firehouse by Pat and Leslie Keene, Devery
Minor and Jerry Okumura. It was very enlightening
and very well done. And I even passed the class.

Also this month we had a Master Recreation
Plan meeting with the whole community invited. I
know that some of you got the letter and wondered
why it arrived so late. I am just so busy with my own
family and work among other things (like my printer
deciding that it did not want to cooperate with me at
all in this project) that I, with the help of Devery and
the kids managed to get all the mailings done
Monday evening and out in the mail Tuesday
moming. Please forgive me and attend the next
meeting on March 10th if you can.
We had around 36 community members in

attendance. The discussion consisted of several
key points. The number one project everyone was
concemed about was the remodel of the restaurant
at Finnon Lake. Other ideas were to have actual
sign up sheets for individuals who would like to
volunteer their time, money or materials to a
number of projects that will need to be done.
Rebuilding the Dam and stocking the lake with fish
as well as having a sufficient water level for fire
suppression seemed to be number two on the list.
Some of the other suggestions included trails for
walking, hiking, etc. A playground. An area set
aside for educational purposes (nature center, fire
safe education, master gardeners etc). As well as
what improvements could be made to Rock Creek
Road to make it safer for individuals and families
who might come visit our facility?

These are a few of the ideas and areas needing
attention. The big question now is, how do we get
these projects done? What funding is available?
Who will volunteer to help with each project to
completion? All these and more will be presented
at the next meeting on the 10th as part of the
Master Recreation Plan grant that has been
awarded to our community from the US Forest
Service.

In April we will be having our annual Easter Egg
Hunt for the kids. If you would like to help or donate
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items for this event please contact Nancy Miller, 642-
9961, as she is the Chairman.

ieoBiGTdWN Df¥lD@
EaDleS' tteaLTtt
auxlLtaBf

Hazel Smith

The MVFD received $800. from the GT Divide
Ladies' Health Auxiliary. Members of the Mosquito
community helped them with their annual fund raiser
by donating white elephants and baked goods. The
auxiliary also gave a $500. medical scholarship. We
thank the ladies for their generous donation to our
fire department. Thanks also to all the folks who
donated items for the sale.

VET CLINIC
Dr. Lisa Couper, mobile veterinarian, will be

at the Mosquito Fire Station on
Sunday, Marchllth from 9:00
a.m. until noon for walk-ins. She

will make house calls in the
afternoon. Call 677-4558 and

leave a message or send an e-
nnall to make an appointment for
the afternoon or if you have a
special request.

lcouper@el-dorado.ca.us

NaTUBeS
weaTHeB

Norman Benes

The Pennsylvania groundhog emerged from his
burrow, and so did the Georgia groundhog. The
northern one, so we are told saw a shadow, then
prophesied six more weeks of winter. The southern
variety, shadowiess, proclaimed spring.

Could both be right? Our local weather might suit
each prediction. How about those first few days in
February, just after Groundhog Day? I had high
temperatures just a few degrees above seventy:
that's Spring-like. Then it was the tum of the
northem, more famous one. And, Mother Nature (a
capricious lady) only one week later, turned weather
topsy-turvy. Spring became Winter, again. The
spring-iike mornings, for a few days, went back to
the low thirties and upper twenties of late January.

Checking the wind pattem and temperatures
around 18,000 feet, one can really appreciate
Nature's scope. The very strong upper-level high
pressure began well north of the Arctic Circle, The
north wind plunged south over the Yukon, thence
over the Alberta and British Columbia provinces.
After grazing the Pacific Northwest it settled into a
smail low pressure area aloft. The tight, curving
wind flow generated enough lift and turbulence to
wring out the moisture in that air of 20 degrees
below zero.

With the cold came snow... a whole bunch of

White Wonderland. I had 8.5 inches of that travel
impedance... others I'm sure had more, while others
had less. More at one time at our place the past
several years. Pretty to look at...for a while.

So. How much water in all that snow and the
rain? The last seven days of January had about
3.33 inches of rain and water equivalent (snow-
melt) to bring January's total to 5.59 inches. Nearly
all the precipitation in February was snow, only a
few tenths rain. The mornings of February 10^^ and
1T^ had the most; 0.74 and 0.96 inches
respectively. And, that's when I had a snow fall of
2.5 inches on the 10*^ and 3.0 inches on the 11^

Through the 19'^ of February the month has
2.81 inches of precipitation. The seasonal
accumulation is 21.07 inches. Through the end of
February, the seasonai total should be around 29 to
30 inches. However, weather systems lined up over
the Pacific Ocean, could boost our February
precipitation total considerably. Early Monday
moming (February 19"^) showed one frontal system
north-south oriented along the California north
coast. About 1800 miles farther west, near 150
West Longitude is another. And the third system is
on the other side of the date-line about 170 East

Longitude. They should keep us cloudy and wet
most of the week And, the upper level analysis
hints at milder temperatures as the wind flow aloft is
essentially from west to east; cold Arctic air flowing
over southern Canada and the northeastern United

States would have the low temperatures averaging
in the low forties rather than near freezing as the
past thirty days. And, the high temperatures would
be in the upper- fifties instead of the middle forties
(occasionally in the thirties?) not too long ago

The Northeast (University of Massachusetts) is
working with Mexico to establish a 50 meter
telescope. It is to be put atop a 15,000 foot
mountain about half-way between Mexico City and
Veracruz (sometimes Vera Cruz). There is a strong
push for better and more detailed astronomical
research: remember the note about the Atacama

site in Chile a couple of months ago?
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Evelyn Potter

A nice, quick to make, one dish meal. Add a salad
and you have dinner. Yum!
1  lb ground beef
1 c. (1 small) chopped onion
% c. Ortega Thick and Chunky Salsa (or brand of
your choice)
1 pkg. (1.25 oz.) Taco seasoning mix
% c. water

1 c. (or 1 can) whole kemel com
Vz c. (2 Va oz. can) sliced ripe olives, drained
1 pkg. (8)4 oz.) Jiffy com bread mix
1 c. (4 oz.) shredded Cheddar cheese
Vz c. (4 oz. can) Ortega diced green chilies.

Cook beef and onion until brown. Drain. Stir in
salsa, seasoning mix and water. Cook over low heat
for 5 - 6 minutes or until mixture thickens. Stir in com
and olives. Spoon into 8 inch square baking dish.

Prepare batter for muffin mix according to package
directions. Stir in cheese and chilies. Spread over
meat mixture.

Bake in preheated 350® for 30 -35 minutes.

HdBSd BUDDieS
waNTeD

Looking for Horse Buddies in the Swansboro
area. Please join Horse Buddies by calling Yvonne
McGregor at 642-8753. I am getting the local horse
enthusiasts together for monthly meetings and
arranging riding events. If you would like to be part of
this group please call. You can visit the web site at
ttp://www.horsebuddies.com.

WeL^NfiSS
assessnSeMt

Joyce Davidson
If you are 55 or older and a resident of El Dorado

County you are eligible for a free health and wellness
assessment. Our county was awarded a grant to
conduct this assessment. The PHCA (Preventive
Health Care for the Aging) offers a program that can
help you identify health problems early, find needed
health care services, leam preventive health practices
and stay healthy as possible. An individual
assessment is given by a skilled Public Health nurse.

For information, clinic dates or to schedule an
appointment call the El Dorado County Public
Health Department at 621.6108. If three or more
people from our community request the health
screening a clinic can be set up in the
Swansboro/Mosquito area.

navFD eakdNDsB
Easter Egg Hunt April 7
Taco Feed May 5
Picnic July 21
Fall Spaghetti Feed September 22
Halloween Party October ?
Christmas Party December 15

Thanks to Byron Moser for sending us the
following:

DIARY OF A CALIFORNIA COUPLE WHO MOVES
EAST TO GET AWAY FROM EARTHQUAKES"

Jan 24 5:00 p.m. It's starting to snow. The
first of the season, and the first snow we've seen in
years. The wife and I took our hot buttered rums
and sat by the window watching the snowflakes drift
down; clinging to the trees and covering the ground.
It was beautiful.

Jan 25 We woke to a lovely blanket of
crystal white snow covering the landscape. What a
fantastic sight! Every tree and shrub was covered
with a beautiful white mantle. I shoveled snow for

the first time in years and loved it. I did both our
driveway and our sidewalk. Later, the dty snowplow
came along and accidentally covered up our
driveway with compacted snow from the street, but
the driver smiled and waved, and I waved back and
shoveled it again.

Jan 26 It snowed an additional five inches

last night and the temperature has dropped to
around 11 degrees. Several limbs on the trees and
shrubs snapped due to the weight of the snow. I
shoveled our driveway again. Shortly aften/vards,
the snowplow came by and did his trick again.
Much of the snow is now brownishgrey.

Jan 27 Warmed up enough during the day
to create some slush, which soon became ice when
the temperature dropped again. Bought snow tires
for both cars. Fell on my ass in the driveway. $145
for chiropractor, but nothing broken. More snow
and ice expected.

Jan 28 Still cold. Sold wife's car and bought
a 4x4 in order to get her to work. Slid into the
guardrail and did considerable amount of damage
to the right rear quarter panel. Had another 8
inches of the white crap last night. Both vehicles
covered with salt and crud. More shoveling in store
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for me today. That damn snowplow came by twice
today.

Jan 29 8 degrees outside. More freakin' snow.
Not a tree or shrub on our property that hasn't been
damaged. Power was off most of the night. Tried to
keep from freezing to death with candles and a
kerosene heater, which tipped over and nearly
burned the house down. I managed to put the flames
out, but suffered second degree bums on my hands
and lost all my eyebrows and eyelashes. Car slid on
the ice on the way to the emergency room and was
totaled.

Jan30 @%'^'^&@# white crap keeps coming
down! Have to put on all the clothes we own just to
get to the freakin' mailbox. If I ever catch the sonofa-
™ that drives that freakin' snowplow, I'll chew open
his chest and rip out his heart. I think he hides around
the comer and waits for me to finish shoveling, then
comes down the street about 100 mph and buries our
driveway again! Power still off. Toilet froze and part of
the roof has started to cave in.

Jan 31 Six more freakin' inches of freakin'

snow and freakin ice and God knows what other kind
of white freakin' crap fell last night. I wounded the
freakin' snov^low jackass with an ice ax, but he got
away. The wife left me, the car won't start, and I think
I'm going snow-blind. I can't move my toes, haven't
seen the sun in weeks, and there's more snow
predicted. Wind chill: 22 freakin' degrees below zero.
I'm moving back to Califomia.

The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription
and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost of
subscription is $10.00 per year. Mail check to 2300
Mosquito Cut-Off Rd, Placerville, CA, 95667-9081.
Deadline for news and advertising is the 19th of each
month.

The editors reserve the right to edit, limit or refuse
any article submitted for publication in the Mosquito
Byte. The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department
accepts ads from subscribers without endorsement.

Editors: Leia Edson - 530-626-8265

edson@foothill.net

FAX: 530-295-1589

Pat Relfe - 530-622-6436

relfe@inforum.net

FAX 530-626-9513

ADVERTISIIVO
There is no charge for advertising in the Mosquito Byte

for our subscribers. Deadline for advertising is the 19th of
each month. Call Pat at 622-6436 or Lela at 626-8265. Ads
in the "For Sale" department will run for three months
unless you call to say the item has been sold, or you want the
ad extended.

WANTED
Someone to do weekly ironing, either pick-up and deliver
or at our home. If you're available, please call Leslie Keene
at 621-0508.

FREE
Well used Queen mattress - good for when you dont want
company to stay more than a night! 642-8801

Maytag Washing Machine, at least 10 years old but works
perfectly. Please call Candy: 530-344-0897 or
650-591-1236.

Moving boxes Call 295-5578

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Square dancing lessons for new dancers, every Thursday
at 6:30 p.m. at the lOOF Hall in downtown Placen/ille, 469
Main Street, upstairs dance floor. For further information
call Loren at 626-1231.

SERVICES

2 SCOUT HOUSE/PET SITTER - We will care for your plants,
house and animals (all types!) when you cant! Leave
Clinton or Coleman a message at 642-8801. P.S. We are
trying to earn money to go to camp for us and other
Scouts too - there is a scholarship fund that needs money
so we are trying to earn some.

SEE'S EASTER CANDY- Cub Scout Pack 58/Mosquito
Residents Noah & William Britton and Clinton and Coleman

Johns are taking orders for See's Easter Candy. We
deliver! 642-8801 Leave us a message or look for us at
the Mosquito Cut Off and Dyer Lake. email:
snlong)ohns@yahoo.com Thanks for your support!

HORSE AND PET CARE TLC Pet sitting, Western Pleasure
Show Training; Horse Training, the gentle way; Horse
hauling with care. 20 plus years experience. 530-642-
9386.

SWANSBORO LAND & HOMES: Specializing in
Mosquito/Swansboro real estate. Debbie and Rusty Harris
have 32 years experience "on the hill." 530-622-6822

LOCAL INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER: $99 per Year -
Lowest Price Around; No Set-up Fees ($35 Savings);No
Monitoring / No Limitation; No Hidden Fees - Just Good
Service ;Free e-Mail / Free WEB Site; Call TODAY (530)
295-85^ HITech Networks, 681 Main Street, Suite
204-A, Placerville, CA 95667 Visit our WEB site
http://www. h itechnetworks.netj_ e-mail :
info@hitechnetworks.net

CREATIVE MEMORIES supplies, classes and workshops are
still available here in Mosquito. Call Diana Adams at
642-9441 to schedule a class and eam free products!

CHIMNEY SWEEP for hire, 27 years experience. Wood
stoves - pellet stoves - fireplaces - dryer vents - gutters.
Repairs - installations - problem solving. Richard Smith
622.2990.

VICK'S PLUMBING: Call Victor Garcia at 530-626-6493.

SUPERVISE VISITATION MONITOR. El Dorado County Court
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approved. Sliding scale fee. 530-344-9432.

CANT GET OUT? Mobile beauty services provided for men
and women. Specializing in hair cuts, pedicures and perms in
your home. 626-0307

IS MOSQUITO ROAD ROUGH ON YOUR VEHICLE? Give
"Hippie" a call at Mosquito Auto, specialist in transmissions,
brakes, tune-ups. 642-2867.

WOOD SPLITTING:$20. per hour. Call 626-8856

IF YOU ARE GOING ON VACATION we can do pet and garden
care. Call the Pearson's at 621-1653.

I CAN RUN YOUR ERRANDS, do shopping or even help with
cooking meals. Call Jean Pearson at 621-1653.

ARTIST: All subjects (portraits, landscapes, animals) all media
(watercolor, oil, pencil, pen and ink, etc.) Makes great
birthday or anniversary gifts. Call Ann, 622-6447.

DON'S CRITTER CARE: Pets, livestock and gardens, too.
While you're away. Also, I do mail box installation and repair.
Reasonable rates. References. Call 622-7622.

NEED SOMEONE to take care of your yard, plants, animals
when you are away? Or do you need a baby sitter? Then I'm
your answer! Responsible, reliable and caring at a low cost.
Call Whitney at 295-9190.

FOR HIRE - DUMP TRUCK. Edd Darr 622-8648.

ROBERTI ROOFING License #754951. Call Nick Roberti at
626-7116 or 957-6399.

HOUSE CLEANING Reference available. Free estimates. Lisa

Harvey, 626-1524.

DENTISTRY: Dr. Robert Catron, a Mosquito resident, has 10
years of experience in General Dentistry and Orthodontics.
Consistent with the past. Dr. Catron donates 5 % of his
earnings from Mosquito residents to the Mosquito Volunteer
Fire Department. For a no charge consultation, please call
and schedule an appointment at 676-7777.

HORSESHOEING: Hot, cold or therapeutic: Call David
Greenlee at 647-9100.

COMFORT CONTROL HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING: Sales -

service - installation. Free estimates on replacement. 10%
senior discount. 530/642-0987 or 1-800-770-7747.

GOODTYMZ ENTERTAINMENT: Offering the newest and best
music for dancing and for karaoke singing. Private parties,
corporate parties and clubs. Reasonable rates and service
with a smile. Call John or Lee-Ann Becton at 642=1444 or

e-mail at gOOdtymz@pacbell.net.

NOTARY PUBLIC- Anytime, Anywhere: I live in Mosquito and
will come to your house to do notary work. Call Elaine at
621-2433.

SOCIAL SERVICES MINISTRY: For help in times of crises. If
you or anyone you know is in need of food, clothing,
transportation, abuse intervention drug dependency,
emergency housing or any other need , please call Sharon
McCoy 295-8112 or Mountain Fellowship 621-4282. All
requests will be confidential and needy parties are treated
with respect. Your help and support are needed. Call us to
assist in this ministry or to donate food, clothing, cash or
other usable items.

BUSINESS CARDS: Small quantities, 10 to 100. Designed
for you. Cost plus $5.00. Call Leia, 626-8265.

ANIMAL OUTREACH: Cats for adoption. Low cost spay,
neuter and vaccinations. Call Pat Hair at 642-1944 for
information.

COMPUTER SERVICE: Frazier Electronics. Computer/printer
service and repair. Free estimates. Call Stu at 621-4221.

FOR SALE

305 Chev long block, totally rebuilt, $450; Reloading
equip: Lee shotshell $10, Pacific w/o dies, (make offer);
ROBS Lubeamatic $15; Ruddy shotshell, (make offer) ; 4-
5 lbs bullet lead $free. For your new spa: 220 volt, 50
amp GFI new in box $ 35; Heater, elect/oil 600w-1500w,
$20; 2ea. Presto quartz heaters $ 10 ea; Elect. Sump
pump w/float sw., never used, $ 50; 50 lbs Va-I V2 " lag
screws (make offer); 50 lbs 2" washer roofing nails (make
offer); Pool table. Fisher Regent, full size, % slate w/all
accessories. U-haul $500; Bar & stools, w/ 3 stools. $150
622-6337

ROTO TILLER, WEED WHACKERS, BRUSH CUTTERS,
CHIPPER/MULCHER, 2 ELECTRIC CHAIN SAWS, 2 REGULAR
CHAIN SAWS, POWER WEED SPRAYER. Call 626-1913,
but not until after 2-27-01.

DAVENPORT - ̂ xxJ condition, colors are tan, cream and
brown with oak wood trim. $75.00. Call 622-9492.

OAK STUDENT DESK with Hutch -bought at Naturwood
$350- informal oak rectangular DINING SET w 4 oak chairs
asking $350 626-5699

TOYOTA TERCELL white with front end damage-'95 4door
auto/ac $700 obo call 626-5699

2 SMALL ANIMAL CAGES good for Guinea Pigs - $10
each. 642-8801

BABY STUFF for Grandma's house? PORTA-CRIB, 2
BOUNCY SEATS, DIAPER GENIE, Infant CAR SEAT with
Stroller, Jogger STROLLER, Toddler CAR SEAT. 642-8801

Omate, dark wood dining room table, chairs and buffet
for sale $400.00 642-8801

'91 Jeep Camanche, new clutch, 4 wheel drive, runs
great - with camper shell $3,500. 626-0979.

1985 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS, 4 door sedan; A^C;
power steering, windows and door locks; cruise control;
AM/FM/Cassette; Premium wheels. $2,500. Call 622-
9492 or 295-8140.

BRAND NEW GAS DRYER $100. Call344-0422

FIRE WOOD Edd Darr 622-8648.

PRICE REDUCED! Frontier 1980 heavy wood stove, 29
inches high, 26 1/2 by 21 inches square, cast iron. $150.
Must see! 622-9492 or 295-8140.

HERBS: Evergreen Herb Garden, 2001 Swansboro Road.
Herbs, herb classes, products, plants and books. Call or
write for information. 626-9288.
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