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WANTED

The Swansboro Country Property Owners Association
is looking for a new maintenance person. We need
someone who lives in the Mosquito, Swansboro area
and is able to work with a variety of equipment
including the John Deere 210LE. The job includes
common area maintenance, road patching and general
repairs around the community. A complete job
description is available by contacting the SCPOA
secretary at 621-0309. The hours vary with the season
but average 28 per week paying $15.00 - $17.00 per
hour depending on experience. Please submit a
resume to SCPOA at 6770 Sluice Street by December
31st. ;

M@SQUIT@ PHENE BGEK UPDATE

Work will begin soon on compiling the updated
Mosquito Phone book. If you are new to the
community or if you have a new neighbor or if your
neighbor moved or if you were not in the latest (April
2001) edition please call or write us. Thanks!

Lela Edson 626.8265 edson@hitechnetworks.net
Pat Relfe 622.6436 relfe@starband.net

FIRE A€ADBEMY

Starting January the 15th the Mosquito Fire
Protection District along with the Garden Valley and
Georgetown Fire Districts will be starting a Volunteer
Fire Fighter Academy. If you are interested in being
a Volunteer Fire Fighter or are curious on what a
Volunteer does please contact Chief Chaloux at the
station, 626-9017. We always have a need for
Volunteers and could use your help.

NEWS FRCGM TYE €HIEF

Chief Leo Chaloux

Here it is December. Not only is most of the
month over but also so is the year. Same ole
question, where did the time go? Seems like not too
long ago the whole world was doomed with the

coming of Y2K, but then we all made it through in
spite of ourselves.
SNOW

Now that we are dealing with the cold, rain and
snow the thought of a wild land fire is quite removed.
Yet in just about five months we could find ourselves
gearing up for it and hoping once again to get
through a summer without a disastrous fire. Now is
the time to be preparing our selves, our houses and
our land for that fire. Winter is the best opportunity
we have for eliminating unnecessary ground fuels. If
you have any questions or need information on how
to best alleviate some of the serious vegetation fuel
problems we have in this community please come to
the presentation at the fire station on January 5 at
6:00 p.m.

Just the other night we had a rather surprising but
adequate snowstorm come through the area. Kind of
caught a lot of people by surprise by dropping in a
very short amount of time some significant snow,
especially at the east end of the District. When the
snow was coming down at its heaviest | drove the
District with my son, just kind of seeing how much
there was out there and to check out how the new
Explorer worked in the snow. During the process we
were able to help several people who were not able
to get home by giving them rides and a few others
we were able to help push their vehicles. The
pushing was done by hand as my son being a typical
young stronger than smarter teenage boy loved
doing that. Me, getting out in the snow and pushing
a vehicle by hand is just not as much fun as it was
about 35 years ago. Guess that is what they call,
“maturity.” Anyway, the Explorer worked great in the
snow. These new hitech things they call automatic
four wheel drive and ABS brakes are rather nice and
are very able at getting in and out of a slippery
situation.

DRIVEWAYS

One thing | would like to concentrate on this
winter is driveways. Seems that many of the
driveways in the community are getting rather
narrow. Most of us do not notice, as they are always
adequate for the vehicle we drive the most.
Unfortunately, fire engines and ambulances are
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somewhat larger than the average personal vehicle.
What we need as fire fighters and EMTs who have to
operate the necessary equipment to put out a fire or
provide medical care is a driveway that will provide
us with the proper width and height clearances. Here
is where we need your help for the driveway to your
house should be at least 15 feet wide and have a 15
feet high clearance. Now, that does not mean your
driveway should have 15 feet of gravel on it. Ten feet
of gravel would be great, and 2 %2 feet of clearance
from brush on both sides would be terrific. As far as
the clearance goes, any limbs that extend over the
driveway less than 15 feet high should be removed.
A light bar on a fire engine these days costs about
$2,000 and it really embarrasses a fire fighter when
he tears one off on a tree limb. One way of looking at
your driveway is to ask yourself if you could or would
drive a $150,000 motor home down it and how
possible is it to get it back out. If you wouldn’t
because it might damage it realize that a new fire
engine now costs all of us about $150,000 and an
ambulance is around $110,000. More important than
light bars, fire engines or ambulances is the time lost
not being able to get to a house because of an
inadequate driveway. We will do everything possible
to get to you. If it means running hose the entire
length of your driveway we will do it. If it means
cutting down tree limbs with chainsaws we will do
that. If it means walking in carrying all necessary
medical equipment and then carrying you out on a
stretcher we will do that. Also, realize that all those
actions are a function of time and time can be critical.

If you have doubts about your driveway please
come down to the station and we will give you a ride
in the new engine to see if we can quickly and safely
access your driveway. Or just give a call to the
station (626-9017) and we will come up and take a
look at it.

Hope all have a good Christmas and a better than
last New Year. Be careful for winter is definitely here.

FIRE DANGER @GN THE MGEUNTAIN:
Y@U ARE NEEBED.

A. Forester

The past fire season was among the driest on
record. Forest fire professionals observed that 1000
hour time-lag fuels (big logs to most of us) were at
the lowest moisture levels ever recorded. All around
us, huge fires raged, some of them of unprecedented
size (examples are the Rodeo-Chediskie Fire,
Arizona, 450,000 acres, 24,000 people evacuated

and the Biscuit Fire, Oregon and California, 500,000
acres; 20,000 people evacuated.) Count your
blessings, neighbors. Somehow, we in the Mosquito
Fire Protection Districc (MFPD) had no serious
wildiand fires in 2002; we dodged the bullet, and we
should all be most thankful that our 186-or-so days
without rain did not include dry lightning storms or
significant winds. If they had, our community would
likely be in ashes now.

Fire Chief Leo Chaloux wrote three articles for the
Byte this year, warning of his deep concern about
the dangerous amounts of forest fuel in the
Mosquito-Swansboro communities. He spoke of his
frustration at knowing he cannot protect most of the
homes in the MFPD during average-worse fire
weather, due to heavy fuel loading. And he asked for
community involvement to abate the accumulated
fuel hazard. Several citizens of the community noted
and agreed with the Chief's concern, especially
Battalion Chief Devery Minor and Fire-Safe Council
Representative Walter Graves, along with several
members of the pilots’ Club and other community
members, including this writer. Under the leadership
of Chief Minor and Mr. Graves, the Mosquito Fire
Safe Council has formed itself, with the explicit
recognition of Chief Chaloux, and in affiliation with
the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council.

So what?

So we now have the opportunity to get up to
$200,000 in Federal Grant Funds (through the
Eldorado National Forest) for the purpose of solving
our own fuels problem.

What’s the catch?

We have to deliver credible, doable (in 18
months,) effective, and cost-efficient projects that
reduce fuels in a strategic manner so that firefighting
forces have a chance to save our homes and forests
even when all of the worse elements favoring wildfire
converge (yes, including dry lightening and very high
winds with very low humidity.)

Why bother? We’ve done fine so far!

It depends on one’s confidence in bullet-dodging;
and considering what each year does to increase the
odds against us, confidence would be, simply,
foolish. Everyone acknowledges that the danger in
playing Russian Roulette with a six-shooter is not the
odds (which favor a live chamber ony 1 in 6 times),
but from the consequences of that 1 in 6. But how
many of us who live in this forested community stop
to remember that the natural fire cycle (the time it
takes to build up ground fuels that promote rapid fire
spread) in this part of California is between 3 and 25
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years, and that the last major fire through here was
the Chili Bar Fire of 1979, or 23 years ago. Are you

with me here, Copernicus? Haven'’t we already taken -

at least one statistical first click on that six-shooter?
We dodged the bullet this year. How many more do
we want to take?

Three things are needed for any fire to burn: fuel,
oxygen, and heat. Take away any one of them and
the fire will go out. We cannot control oxygen supply
or disperse heat except in a limited way by savvy,
technical, and expensive firefighting, But we can
control the fuels. They are on our property, and there
are safe, effective ways to keep them within Fire
Safe limits while maintaining the beauty and health of
the forest.

Since we can do something about the fuels, then
our destiny with regard to destructive wildfire is
literally in our own hands, isn’t it? If there isn’t
enough available fuel on and near the ground to
propagate wildfire, then even very bad fire weather
need not defeat us, especially with the quality of
firefighting forces that we can call upon. | can't help
but think that most of us here would like to see our
homes and our forests remain about like they are.
That's why we ought to seize this opportunity to help
ourselves.

Where can | learn more?

There will be a special meeting of the
Mosquito Fire Protection District on Sunday,
January 5, 2003 at 6:00 PM at the fire Station, to
discuss the fuels problem, and the solutions
being proposed in the Draft Grant Application.

To review a copy of the Draft Grant Application
before the meeting, please Contact the Mosquito
Volunteer Fire Department at 626-9017, or stop by
the station. Remember to give either written or
oral comments on this draft to Mr. Graves (6161
Mosquito Rd. or jawbone777@aol.com by
January 15, 2003. The final grant application is
due to the Eldorado National Forest on February
3.

GREAT €HRISTMAS PARTY!

There was a REALLY BIG turnout at the Mosquito
Volunteer Fire Department Christmas Party. Thanks
to all who brought great food and a special thanks to
Mr. and Mrs. Claus (Aka. The Saxons) and to all who
helped set up and take down. Thanks!

IN MEMGRY @F
EDD DARR. Sr.

€RAFT REPGRT
Sharon Hemn

I am very happy to report that the Firehouse
Crafters exceeded their goal of raising $2500. Our
total for the year 2002 was $2812.50. The Crafters
decided that this amount will go towards new office
furniture for the new addition to our Fire House.

The lucky winners of the drawings for the Quilt
and Afghans were: Kelly Hern the quilt and Dee
Skinner, Sally Long Johns and Lynn Smith the 3
beautiful Afghans. Congratulations!

My many thanks to all in our community for your
support and help with the craft projects for our Fire
Department.

We will begin again in January for another great
year.

Meetings:

Future meetings are scheduled for the 4th Friday
of each month at Darlene Rood’s home
Next Meeting: January 24"

Time: 9:30 - 11:30 am

Location: 2211 Swansboro Road

Dates: February 28, March 28, April 25, May 23,
June 27, July 25, August 22, September 26, October
24 and November 28.

Mesquite Velunteer Fire Departaent

Calendar of Events 2003
EVENT DATE
EasterEggHunt .................. April 12
Mexican Fiesta .................... May 3
Picnic ......... ... ... .. ... July 19
ltalianoNight ................ September 20
HalloweenParty ............... October 25
ChristmasParty .............. December 13
Christmas Baskets Donations ...... December
Geergetewn  Bivide  Health  €are
Auxiliary

The annual Georgetown Divide Health Care
Auxiliary Christmas Bazaar was held on December
7, 2002. Thank you to all who donated white
elephants and baked goodies. The Bazaar was a
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huge success. The proceeds from this event are
distributed to the 3 Fire Districts in the Divide area..
Our Volunteer Fire Department uses this donation
towards medical equipment or medical supplies. So
once again thank you for your support of your
Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department.

HELPFUL HINT

Jan Escamilla

Remember how our dishwashers used to get
before we had the pipeline across the river as a
result of the minerals in the water? Well it was
brown.

To clean our mineral infested dishwashers as a
result of low quality water of the early 1990's here is
an environmentally safe solution: 4 of G.G. Bean's
Dishwasher Kleen Tablets through a wash cycle.
These are available through G.G.Bean, Brunswick,
Maine 04011 at http://www.ggbean.com/index.asp
for $7.19 for 20 tablets. If you order 3 or more 20
tablet packages the price reduces to $6.61. SAVE
the COST of a new DISHWASHER!!!

TRY THIS

Evelyn Potter

How many of you read Women’s Day magazine?
Well, | have found many a good recipe in it. This one,
even though it has bacon and chicken broth in it, can
be easily changed to suit vegetarian tastes by
omitting the bacon and substituting vegetable broth
for the chicken broth.

This recipe makes A LOT, as | found out. It can
be easily cut in half.

Serve with freshly shredded Parmesan. Yummy.
SPAGHETTI WITH VEGETABLES AND BACON
5 -6 slices bacon
2 Spanish onions, about 12 oz each or 1 medium to
large red onion. Cut in half length-wise then slice
thinly cross-wise.
1 Ib uncooked spaghetti
1 yellow bell pepper cut in narrow strips
2 ¢ chicken broth (canned or granules)
1 Ib Swiss chard, stems cut into 1" pieces, leaves
coarsely chopped
2 medium carrots, shredded or coarsely chopped
1 t freshly ground pepper
salt to taste

1. Cook bacon until crisp and brown. Drain on
paper towel. Reserve 1 tbs drippings in skillet.

2. Bring a large pot of salted water to a rapid boil.

3. Meanwhile, add sliced onion to fat in skillet.

Cook over medium-low heat 20 minutes or until
lightly browned, stirring occasionally. Remove to
small bowl.

4. Stir spaghetti into boiling water, and cook 11-
12 minutes stirring occasionally, until soft or al dente
as you want.

5. While pasta cooks, add pepper strips to skillet
and saute over medium-high heat until crisp tender
(2-3 minutes). Stir in broth, chard and carrots. Cook
6-8 minutes until stem pieces are tender and leaves
are wilted. Stir in onion.

6. Drain pasta, retum to pot. Add vegetables
broth, pepper and all but 2 T of crisp bacon pieces.
Toss to coat and mix. Be sure all ingredients are well
mixed into spaghetti.

Pour into serving bowl. Crumble reserved bacon
on top.

The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription
and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost of
subscription is $11.00 per year. Mail check to 2300
Mosquito Cut-Off Rd, Placerville, CA, 95667-9081.
Deadline for news and advertising is the 19th of each
month.

The editors reserve the right to edit, limit or refuse any
article submitted for publication in the Mosquito Byte.
The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department accepts ads
from subscribers without endorsement.

Editors: Lela Edson - 530-626-8265
edson@hitechnetworks.net

FAX: 530-295-1589
Pat Relfe - 530-622-6436 relfe@starband.net
FAX 530-622-6436

ABVER ZISING

There is no charge for advertising in the Mosquito Byte
for our subscribers. Deadline for advertising is the 19th of
each month. Call Pat at 622-6436 or Lela at 626-8265.
Ads in the “For Sale” department will run for three
months unless you call to say the item has been sold, or
you want the ad extended.

FREE
Wilson Multi-Station Home Gym - 642-0338

HELP WANTED
Experienced CARPET LAYER to lay 17 yds. of carpet over installed
pad.295-5578

TO ASSIST WITH THE FOLLOWING JOBS: Wood Workers: pay by
the piece. 1. Building manzanita bird gyms, tabletop and fioor
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models. 2. Cutting & nailing melamine bases using a table saw &
air tools. Laborers $7.00 per hour. 1. Cutting manzanita, sand
blating manzanita. 2. General shop clean up. Assemblers 1.
Production of perches, swings, toys. Pay by the hour or by the
piece. WE need to produce 300-3000 perches per month. Some
piece rate jobs can be done at your home or shop. Call Manzanita
Creationz 626-9066.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Local home care agency has immediate
openings for Homemakers, CNAs and HHAs at every level of
experience, Various schedules available. Call (530) 622-9020.

NEEDED
PAINTER: for interior work in my home. Neat and clean, reasonable
rates: Call 546-4961.

MEETINGS AND EVENTS

MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP Mosquito/Swansboro area residents and
visitors can now attend Christian fellowship, Bible studies for all
ages, and participate in ministering to the spiritual and physical
needs of this area without driving off the hill. The Sunday Bible
study begins at 9:30 a.m. foliowed by a Celebration service at
11a.m. MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP is a non-denominational
congregation of Christ’s church. The Celebration service features
contemporary music, prayer, testimony and the Word of God. All
events are held at 3342 Stope Drive in Swansboro. For more
information about MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP call 621-4282 and visit
our Web site at <http://www.cmna.net/mfom>

COOKING CLASSES - Leam how to make low-calorie Vegetarian
Pizza and many other delicious dishes. Demonstrations, samples,
handouts and cookbooks available at each class. Leam how to eat
healthier and discover ways to prepare delicious meals without
animal products. Monday aftemoon, Jan. 6. Class fee only $5.00.
Call Fred or Diana Adams at 642-9441.

SERVICES

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? (on or off the hill) You need an
honest, reliable, hardworking real estate agent on your side...Call
Jessica Dillender 622-2000 x119 or 295-3344,

MANZANITA REMOVAL. With chain saw, by the hour. One bush or
up to a couple of acres. Call for quote. 626-9066.

CREATIVE MEMORIES - Start the new year right! Get your photos
into safe, attractive, treasured albums. | have a variety of tools,
stickers, pens, and other supplies to get you going. Call Diana
Adams at 642-9441.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN, Hauling, Maintenance. Handyman Work. Fast,
Friendly, Reliable. Free Estimates. Flat Rates. 622-4731

FAX, COPIES AND PHOTO REPRODUCTION services available right
here in Mosquito. Call Fred Adams at 642-9441.

IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE - Find true fulfillment from the
Bible! Colorful study guides, videos, CD-ROM prophecy studies,
and other options available. Call Fred Adams at 642-9441.

BRAKE DRUMS AND ROTORS TURNED Call 626-0691.

HANGTOWN GLASS CARE | tint commercial and residential glass.
Will save you money on energy costs and retard fading your
fumiture and carpet. Call for free estimate! Rex Langdon, Jr. 530-
409-5530

CHILD CARE: In my Swansboro home. | can watch infants/children.
Please call Connie at 344-9394 or e-mail

connietinker@hotmail.com

SWANSBORO LAND HOMES- located next to the Mosquito Fire
Station, specializing in Mosquito/Swansboro real estate. Debbie
and Rusty Harris have 34 years experience “on the hill.” Call 530-
622-6822.

AVON INDEPENDENT SALES and Leadership Representative would
like to fill your shopping needs. To buy - or if you would like to sell
Avon products - give me a call. 957-8518.

MASSAGE: Therapeutic Massage* and Infant Massage &
Communication Classes offered in Mosquito. Call Samantha Ford,
344-1744 for appointment. *male clients by referral only.

WEB DESIGN: Need a website? | offer cutting edge graphic design,
logos and brochures. www.instep-in.com. Call Seth Ford at 344-
1744,

CUSTOM PET PORTRAITURE by nationally renown artist Tamara
Bumett. Have your pet forever immortalized in a fine watercolor
portrait by Tamara. She is very well known for her highly detailed,
realistic, jewel-like watercolor renditions of animals as well as for
her uncanny ability to capture her subject's essence through the
expression in their eyes. Please visit her web site or call for more
information. web site: www.innercite.com/~bumett/Bumnett
Phone: 626-1884 (days), 626-3686 (eves)

CUSTOM BUILT COMPUTERS...In SWANSBORO!! YES, We come
direct to your home, 7 Days a week, at YOUR convenience! Call Jeff
at: 642-9386 or 9388. email; liranch@hitechnetworks.net

REAL ESTATE SALES ~ personal & professional service! Call agent,
Sally Long Johns (530) 295-4641 for all your real estate needs. |
won't leave you hanging!

Local HANDYMAN FOR RENT. 30+ years as a carpenter. Also does
odd jobs, painting, brush removal, etc. Call and leave a message
for Doug @642-1612

PILOTS - ARE YOU CURRENT & PROFICIENT? Flight Reviews and
Instrument Proficiency Checks. Also ask me about the FAA Wings
Program. Ratings include CFl Single & Multi-Engine Land and
Instrument. Bill George 530-642-8063.

HORSE AND PET CARE TLC Pet sitting, Westem Pleasure Show
Training; Horse Training, the gentle way; Horse hauling with care.
20 plus years experience. 530-642-9386.

LOCAL INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER: $114 per Year - Lowest
Price Around; No Set-up Fees ($35 Savings);No Monitoring / No
Limitation; No Hidden Fees - Just Good Service ;Free e-Mail / Free
WEB Site; Call TODAY (530) 295-8590 HiTech Networks, 681
Main Street, Suite 204, Placerville, CA 95667 Visit our WEB site
http://www.hitechnetworks.net, e-mail : info@hitechnetworks.net
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CHIMNEY SWEEP for hire, 27 years experience. Wood stoves -
pellet stoves - fireplaces - dryer vents - gutters. Repairs -
installations - problem solving. Richard Smith 622.2230.

VICK'S PLUMBING: Call Victor Garcia at 530-626-6493.

IS MOSQUITO ROAD ROUGH ON YOUR VEHICLE? Give “Hippie” a
call at Mosquito Auto, specialist in transmissions, brakes, tune-ups.
642-2867.

DON’S CRITTER CARE: Pets, livestock and gardens, too. While
you're away. Reasonable rates. References. Call 622-7622.

HOUSE CLEANING Reference available. Free estimates. Lisa Harvey,
626-1496.

HORSESHOEING: Hot, cold or therapeutic: Call David Greenlee at
620-9150.

NOTARY PUBLIC- Anytime, Anywhere: | live in Mosquito and will
come to your house to do notary work. Call Elaine at 621-2433.

BUSINESS CARDS: Small quantities, 10 to 100. Designed for you.
Cost plus $5.00. Call Lela, 626-8265.

ANIMAL OUTREACH: Cats for adoption. Low cost spay, neuter and
vaccinations. Call Pat Hair at 642-1944 for information.

FOR SALE

Special homes needed for 16 WEEK OLD KITTENS. They are part
Siamese and were bom wild but have become very social and
people oriented. They have started their shots and need good
indoor homes. Please cali Kim at 621-1049 if you are interested.

LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES - 3 American Miniature horses
(13-year-old blue roan mare, 2-year-old blue roan pinto colt, and
19-year-old b&w pinto "pet" stallion), a pair of year-old female
pygmy goats, and a 3-year-old short-haired tortoiseshell cat. They
need more love and attention than | ¢can provide, so 1 am looking for
suitable buyers/homes for them. Please contact Elisabeth at
£26-7088 for more information or to schedule an appointment to
meet one or all of them. Feel free to tell friends, family, business
associates...!

Solid Oak with Glass Doors Stereo/Tv Cabinet with decorative
carved oak base like new $200, Queen Anne chair w/footrest
$50, Floor lamp $10, Halogan Lamp $5 Weber barbecue $10.
642-9961

Fleetwood Jamboree Searcher motorhome 1993 22 ft. 20,000
miles, 460 Ford engine in extra good condition. $22,500.
642-9961.

WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES: Self cleaning 30 inch STOVE w/drawer;
over stove MICROWAVE with exhaust fan; DISHWASHER with pots
and pans cycle. All white. $95. Each or all 3 for $275. 626.9384

Looking for a unique gift for a special occasion, for that new baby?
Jenny’s Quilts offers hand-made (and custom theme) baby or lap
size quilts, wall hangings, tote bags, and adult or child size aprons

(for garden or kitchen). Call Jenny at 916-635-3454.

RIMS - 1 set chrome rims, 1 set alloy rims. Make offer. Call Lionel
622.7472.

PLAY SET, Ideal for child ages 4 to 12, Let’s play volleyball. 5 %2 x
5 % with 3 balls. Keeps score for you. %50. LARGE SATELLITE
DISH and receiver, reduced, $80.. 622.9492, 2749 La Paz Road.

COMPACT PA SYSTEM: 2 Sunn twin speakers and powered 4
channel mixer. Also hot spot monitor, 2 mikes, stands and cords.
Excellent quality in very good condition. $200. Call Gary at 916-
339-9130.

FREEZER: Whirlpool 14 c.f. upright. Works great. $125. Call 621-
4613 after October 10™,

ESSENTIAL OILS for sale $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 Please call
Connie at 845-0678 for more information.

HYDRAULIC FRONT LOADER for Craftsman garden tractor. 16/18
horsepower horizontal engine drive. Complete with hydraulic pump,
controls and adapter hardware. Works great around the yard.
Asking $1,300.00. Call 621-1173 most Fridays and weekends.

Sale or Trade 1968 MUSTANG 289 AT. 99% restored. $2,500 or
trade for 4x4 621-3377

FREE RANGE/ORGANIC EGGS Call Samantha Ford 344-1744

THE EBITERS AND STAFF GF TYE
M@ESQUITZE BYTE WISt EVERYCGNE
THE BEST FER 2003
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