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IMPORTANT FIRE SAFE COUNCIL MEETING
The Final Strategic Fire Safe Plan will be presented at a meeting on November 20 at 7:00 pm at the Mosquito

Fire Station. The Fire Safe Council has worked very hard to develop a plan to reduce the fire danger in our
community. Please plan to attend.

GOOD NEWS !!

Final Inspection of the restaurant at Finnon Lake has been ordered!

OUR WELL TRAINED FIRE FIGHTERS
Chief Leo Chaloux

As with most fire departments we do more medical responses than anything else. In fact about 70 percent
of dispatched incidents we are sent to are medical in nature. Due to that high percentage the fire department
spends a great deal of time and money on training and purchasing equipment that will make it possible to
provide the best medical services possible.

One new training and medical device we have been allowed to use by the El Dorado County Emergency
Medical Services Agency is a Combitube. This is a device that was developed in Europe and utilized there for
several years. Just recently the Combitube was brought to the U.S., tested by several fire departments
throughout the nation and given the okay to be utilized as an airway device. The Combitube within the last
year was given the go ahead for use in El Dorado County with paramedics being the first trained.

Last month 20 EMTs with the Mosquito Fire Department were trained to use a Combitube , the first EMTs in
the County. Now what is a Combitube? It is an airway device that can be placed into someone's mouth, put
down their throat and secured in place by inflating two attached balloons. Sounds a little scary but this device
can be used on a patient who is not able to breath due to a trauma or someone who has gone into cardiac
arrest and is not breathing. By installing this device it becomes possible for an EMT to secure an airway,
provide oxygen directly into the lungs and prevent anything from the stomach entering the lungs. This
procedure will increase our ability to help someone at their physical worse. If we have to install a Combitube it
is because the person is dying and this along with oxygen, CPR and the Automatic Defibrillator will give them
an opportunity to survive they never had before.

Unfortunately as with an^hing there is a cost but then it is impossible to put a cost on someone's life. For
us as EMTs the cost is we have to do more dedicated on-going training. We have to go through training on
this device once a month for at the least the next six months. After our comfort levels and proficiency levels
are increased then we may be doing refreshed training every three months for as long as we utilize the
Combitube. I just hope we do not ever have to use the Combitube but I am sure in time we will have no choice
but to do so. I will also be grateful for the ability to use this device as it is designed to provide that valuable
airway to someone who is dying.

The forecast I have been given by the CDF is there is no expectation of rain for the next several days. That
means we are still dealing with a severe fire situation. Even though the nighttime temperatures have been
getting into the 40's the day times are reaching the 80's with low relative humidity. This still makes the wild
land fire situation rather dangerous. Mixed with the fact that some people are dropping their guards and
thinking that the fire season is over still presents a high fire threat.

One other problem is the CDF closed the S2 aircraft bases at Grass Valley and Columbia on October 15'^.
These two bases provided quick aircraft response into our district, a very valuable resource. Now, until we do
get some rains we have to rely on the large aircraft that will fly in from Chico, Hollister or Redding. We will get
some aircraft but it will just take a little longer. Also, as of the the CDF down staffed from 15 engines in



the El Dorado/Amador ranger unit to 8 engines. This
puts a higher reliance on local fire district resources
and a greater time for CDF to respond.

Remember some of the largest wild land fires in
El Dorado County have taken place in October and
we really do not want one of them to be in our
District. So be careful out there with anything that is
hot or has a flame, as we are not out of the fire

season just yet.

MVFD GENERAL ELECTION
Belinda Brent

More Voting? Yes! This time your vote will count
for something a lot closer to home. On November 6^^^
at 6:00 pm there will be a general membership
meeting of the Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department
to determine who will hold four of the seven seats on

the department's board. The department consists of
three parts, the active Firefighters, the Support
Group and the Community at Large. This means that
all persons over 18 who live in the Mosquito area
can have a say in who sits on the MVFD board.

Board membership is divided between the three
groups in the department with no single group
holding more than three seats. The Support Group
and the Firefighters nominate who they wish to
represent thern at theli meetings. The board
members representing the Community at Large will
be nominated at the General Election Meeting. All
department members vote to confirm all nominees.

The board currently consists of the following
members:

Debbie Minor, President Support Group
Ron Stone, VP . . Firefighter (resigning in November)
John Bell Firefighter
Belinda Brent Community at Large (up for re-election)
Iris Saxton . . Support Group (resigning in November)

There are two vacant positions at this time. One
previously held by a firefighter, the other by a
member of the community at large.

The new board will meet immediately after the
General Election Meeting on November at 7:00
pm. There will be a closed session in which they will
vote for board President and Vice President.

Board members are responsible for managing the
MVFD budget, organizing fund-raising events and
overseeing the Finnon Lake project. The board
meets on the first Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm
at the Fire Station. These meetings are open to the
public. Ad hoc committees discussing Budget,
Finnon Campground and other topics are chaired by
board members and meet separately to plan and

discuss specific projects. All members of the
community are encouraged to attend meetings and
participate in committees.

If you have questions about the General Election,
please contact Belinda Brent at 621-3377.

CRAFT REPORT
Sharon Hern

Our last Craft Sale is the Fall/Christmas Craft

Sale on November 7*^ & 8'^ at the First Baptist
Church at 2600 Cold Springs Road. We will have 2
tables, one with Fall and Thanksgiving items and the
other with Christmas items. This will be a good place
to begin your Christmas shopping and help out our
Fire Department.

This is a picture of a 4 room, Victorian Doll House
with furnishings made by Christa Stressinger.

22" long x 14" wide x 23" high. The scale is 1"=T

Donations are $2.00 per ticket and will be sold
through the Christmas Party at the Fire Station. The
lucky winner will be drawn at the Christmas Party. If
you wish to make a donation for a ticket, call Sharon
Hern at 626-5268. Proceeds from the donations will

go toward the completion of the restaurant at Finnon
Lake. Our last Craft Meeting was held on October
24^.

Future Meetings:
Meetings are scheduled for the 4"^ Friday of each

month at Darlene Rood's home.

Next Meeting: January 23, 2004
Time: 9:30 - 11:30 am

Location: 2211 Swansboro Road

Dates: The November meeting has been
canceled due to the Thanksgiving Holidays.
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GEORGETOWN DIVIDE

HEALTH CARE AUXILIARY
The annual Georgetown Divide Health Care

Auxiliary Christmas Bazaar is scheduled for
December 6 from 10:00 to 4:00 at the Odd Fellows

Hail in Georgetown.
We will need the following items for the bake

sale: Cakes, Cookies, Pies, Breads, Candy and
homemade Jellies. These items will need to be at
the Fire House no later than 8:30 am on Saturday
December 6*^. We will be leaving at 8:30 for
Georgetown. I will be happy to pick up your baked
goods on Friday, just give me a call

The proceeds from this event are distributed to
the 3 Fire Districts in the Divide area. Our Volunteer

Fire Department uses this donation towards medical
equipment or medical supplies. So once again
please support your Mosquito Volunteer Fire
Department.

If you have any questions please call Sharon
Hern at 626-5268.

SPECIAL RECIPE
Evelyn Potter

I made this pie for the first time this week, and we
were very pleased with it. It is definitely NOT a
pumpkin pie done. It is more custardy and has an
entirely different flavor. It is delicious and well worth
trying.
SWEET POTATO CUSTARD PIE

2 small sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into small
pieces

^ cup marshmallow creme
% cup butter or margarine, cut into small pieces
1 can (5 ounces) evaporated milk
3 eggs
1 t vanilla extract

% t almond extract, optional
Ya cup sugar
% cup firmly packed brown sugar
1 T all-purpose flour
Va to >21 ground cinnamon
Va to Vit ground nutmeg
1 unbaked pastry shell (9 inches)
Whipped topping (optional)

Cook sweet potatoes until tender. Drain potatoes
and place in a large mixing bowl; mash well. Add
marshmallow creme and butter; beat until smooth.
Add milk, eggs and extracts; mix well. Combine
sugars, flour, cinnamon and nutmeg; gradually add
to potato mixture, beating until well blended. Pour

into pastry shell. Bake at 350 degrees for 45-50
minutes or until a knife comes out clean. Serve with

topping. 8 servings I find that if you lightly oil the
measuring cup used for the marshmallow creme, it
will leave the cup much easier. ENJOY

YOUR PET QUESTIONS
Pam Steinke, DVM

Q: What is a hyperthyroid, and how did my cat
get it?

A: Hyperthyroid ism is a common condition in
older cats. A nodule develops on the thyroid gland
that stimulates excessive thyroid hormone. At first
the cat will seem energetic, have a great appetite
and appear normal. As the metabolic rate increases
the cat can not eat enough to maintain body weight
and will start losing weight. It may also drink a lot of
water and frequently visit the litter box. The high
metabolic rate can increase the blood pressure and
damage the heart. If this condition is not treated, the
cat becomes very thin and unthrifty with damage to
heart and kidneys.

There are three options for treatment. You can
have the nodule surgically removed. This may be the
most expensive option as the cat may have a nodule
on each side or after having removed a nodule
another one develops. Recuperation is harder on the
cat and during surgery there is a chance of
damaging the parathyroid glands (they control the
cat's calcium). Another option is to place the cat on
medication to partially block hormone production. By
adjusting the dose, you can get the cat's hormone
level fairly normal. There are few side effects but the
cat will need once to twice a day dosing, monitoring
of hormone levels and lab work for the rest of its life.

The third option is radioactive iodine injection. This
treatment selectively destroys the abnormal tissue
while sparing the thyroid gland. Few places do this
so there is significant cost involved. Most cats are
treated medically at first to get them feeling better
before surgery or radioactive iodine treatment.

Your veterinarian will be able to discuss with you
which option is best for your cat.

If you have any questions concerning your pets
you would like answered in this column, send them
to Pam Steinke, P.O. Box 1992, Placerville, CA
95667 or e-mail to drpjjs@hotmail.com
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SCPOA REPORT
Kim Purcell

Unfortunately the SCPOA meeting this month
was canceled shortly after it was started so we were
unable to conduct any business, everything will be
carried over into the November meeting.

Our Maintenance person, Jonathan Skaggs has
been working hard to get potholes filled around the
community, if you notice any in need of attention
please contact SCPOA (621-0309) and we will get it
on the schedule for repair.

When you go by Dyer Lake you will notice that
the pavilion and pump house have a forest green
color again. The pilots group along with several other
volunteers from the community, 21 people in all, had
a painting party. Both buildings were cleaned,
primed and painted and we only ended up with a few
green painters. It was a fun project and thank you to
everyone who helped out and brought supplies. The
pump house still needs a second coat and a few
touch ups on the pavilion will be done at the same
time.

The next SCPOA meeting will be on November 8'^
at 10:00 am at the firehouse, we hope to see
everyone there.

BETTER HOME SHOWINGS
Sally Long Johns

Getting your home ready to sell can mean
sprucing up your landscaping, putting on a fresh
coat of paint, cleaning your carpets and caulking
your tub as well as storing some of your treasures
elsewhere to create a sense of spaciousness.

Focus on the details - make sure your lights work
and that your doors don't stick. Little problems can
make another home more attractive to a potential
buyer.

Turn on plenty of lights to make your home
inviting during daytime and evening showings; open
your draperies and blinds during the day - bright and
cheery homes seli quicker.

An attractive, weil priced home will often receive
offers within days of listing - don't be afraid to accept
an offer early in the process - it's often the best time
to negotiate a winning deal!

The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by
subscription and is mailed first class to subscribers.
Cost of subscription is $11.00 per year. Mail check to
2300 Mosquito Cut-Off Rd, Placerville, CA, 95667-
9081. Deadline for news and advertising is the 19th
of each month.

The editors reserve the right to edit, limit or refuse
any article submitted for publication in the Mosquito
Byte. The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department
accepts ads from subscribers without endorsement.

Editors: Lela Edson - 530-626-8265

edson@hnet.us

FAX: 530-295-1589

Pat Reife - 530-622-6436

relfe@starband.net

FAX 530-622-6436

ADVERTISING
There is no charge for advertising in the Mosquito Byte

for our subscribers. Deadline for advertising is the 19th of
each month. Call Pat at 622-6436 or Lela at 626-8265.

Ads in the "For Sale" department will run for three
months unless you call to say the item has been sold, or
you want the ad extended.

FREE
22 CU FT GIBSON FREEZER. Was running fine when we decided to
downsize. Needs a door gasket. Free to the first one who arrives
with a truck. Call Dick @ 622-4817. Swansboro resident.

Spreading Lovinglouch to Heal Your Soul...Massage for Peace,

Local Massage Therapists, bodyworkers. practitioners and lay
people donate their time to massage the community. Hemp
Magick Contact: Samantha Ford, CMT (530) 344-1744

FREE ROOSTERS: not for eating. Call Samantha & Dominique:
344-1744

WANTED

Two friendly goats for brush and weed control. 621-3875

WORK WANTED

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN looking for electrical jobs on the hill. Please
call John at 344.1912

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVERS NEEDED - Local home care agency has immediate
openings for Homemakers, CNAs and HHAs at every level of
experience. Various schedules available. Call (530) 622-9020.
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS
MOUNTAIN MOMS I am a 30 year old mother of a 7 year old and a
4 year old who has lived here on the hill for over 3 years. I am
interested in meeting other mothers and children here on the hill

and would like to start a weekly or bi-weekly play date to get to
know other families. Anyone interested? Contact Celeste at 626-
3397 or attckbkelly@netzero.net.

HOMESCHOOLERS: We are interested in becoming familiar with
how many of us there are "on the hill ".Would you like to start a co
op, group activities, newsletter, support groups or play dates to
meet each other? We welcome all homeschoolers interested, there

will be no discrimination based on age, religion, race, ethnic, or
cultural background. Contact the Ford Family @ 344-1744.

MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP

Mosquito/Swansboro area residents and visitors can now attend

Christian fellowship, Bible studies for all ages, and participate in
sharing the Gospel without driving off the hill. The Sunday Bible
study for all ages begins at 9:30 am followed by a Celebration
service at 11 am. MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP is a New Testament

Bible teaching church. The Celebration service features
contemporary music, prayer, testimony and the Word of God. All
events are held at 3342 Stope Drive in Swansboro. For more
information about MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP call 295-0503 and visit

our Web site at www.cmna.net/mfom

SERVICES
CHILD CARE in my home with flex, schedule. Evening dinner dates
or even bus pick up's. Please call Jackie LeMasters (Dogwood Ln.)
344-1169.

DENTISTRY: Dr. Robert Catron, a Mosquito resident, has 13 years
of experience in General Dentistry and Orthodontics. Dr. Catron
donates 5% of his earnings from Mosquito residents to the
Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department and has been one of the
largest financial contributors to the department. Please mention
that you are a Mosquito resident as he has a separate bookkeeping
account for this donation program. For a no charge consultation
please call and schedule an appointment at 676-7777.

SWANSBORO LAND AND HOMES: Specializing in Mosquito/
Swansboro real estate. Debbie and Rusty Harris have 35 years
experience "on the hill." Our office is located nest to the fire
station. 530-622-8622.

SIERRA NEVADA SEALCOATING: CSL#680730 NSL#0033110A.

Call 644-8888.

BABYSITTING available in my Mosquito home. Attentive to your
child's needs. Available Mon-Wed evenings, to allow parents movie
and dinnertime. Your child will receive no junk food, will be played
games with and will be read to. I'm a preteen that loves children. I
will have parental support and supervision while watching your
children. No sick children, please. Call Dominique @ 344-1744

OSTERKAMP CONSTRUCTION Specializing in custom homes.
Plumbing and general building contractor. Home improvement.
Certified, dependable service. Quality construction at competitive
prices. CCL 612033. Call 626-7873

SIERRA CRITTER SITFER From pets and livestock to plants. Will love
them & feed them. Will NOT feed them & leave them. Experienced,
reliable and honest. God Bless.... 344-8049

BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE? Staging is FREE when you list
with me. "First impressions are everything!" Call Laurie for all your
Real Estate needs. Direct line 622-2000 x 118. Cell 409-7168.

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS call Scott Behrens. He is

known for his loyally and dedication. For over 20 years, a resident
of El Dorado County as well as an endurance rider. Scott knows all
the back trails and goes "the extra 2 miles." That's why Scott is a
winner. Direct line 672-7838. Cell (503) 409-8997.

COMPUTER TUTORING SERVICES - Knowledgeable in the Windows
environment, Graphics, and Hardware.
* Setup of home networks * Setup of new computers, tutoring, and
assistance. * Help with Ebay account setup and auction listing. *
Private lessons available. Call Roger Thompson at 621-3823

FINALLY! MARY KAY PRODUCTS available for us on the hill. Call or

e-mail for good looking skin, men or women. 530-642-9386, or
llranch@hitechnetworks.net

HORSE AND PET CARE - TLC Pet sitting. Western Pleasure Show
Horse Training the gentle way. Horse hauling with care. Over 20
years experience. 530-642-9386.

TUTORING IN MATH OR SCIENCE. Credentialed teacher with a
degree in Chemistry. Experience in teaching Junior High/ High
School Students. Flexible hours. $75./month includes four 1 hour
sessions plus monthly update with parent and/or teacher Call
Jeanine at 621-3875

SEAMSTRESS/ALTERATIONS: Need a new outfit for a special
occasion: Prom, weddings, club uniforms? Or, do you have clothes
in your closet that need fixing? How about home decorating
changes with new curtains and pillows, etc.? Reasonable prices,
profession work, 23 years experience. Call Esther at 622-6455.

CREATIVE MEMORIES - Great holiday gifts! Come see for yourself
the latest new tools, stickers, albums and other scrapbooking
supplies. Discover simple and fast ways of getting your own photos
from boxes and envelopes into treasured albums. Call Diana
Adams at 642-9441 for further details

FAX AND PHOTOCOPY service here on the hill. Call Fred Adams at

642-9441.

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? You need an honest, reliable,
hardworking real estate agent on your side! Serving El Dorado and
Sacramento counties. Call Jessica Dillender at 295-3331 or (916)
765-1256 cell.

MANZANITA REMOVAL. With chain saw, by the hour. One bush or
up to a couple of acres. Call for quote. 626-9066.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN, Hauling, Maintenance. Handyman Work.
Fast, Friendly, Reliable. Free Estimates. Flat Rates. 622-4731

BRAKE DRUMS AND ROTORS TURNED Call 626-0691.

HANGTOWN GLASS CARE I tint commercial and residential glass.
Will save you money on energy costs and retard fading your
furniture and carpet. Call for free estimate! Rex Langdon, Jr. 530-
409-5530

CHILD CARE: In my Swansboro home. I can watch infants/children.
Please call Connie at 344-9394 or e-mail

connietinker@hotmail.com
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AVON INDEPENDENT SALES and Leadership Representative wouid
like to fill your shopping needs. To buy - or if you wouid like to sell
Avon products - give me a call. 957-8518.

MASSAGE: Therapeutic Massage* offered in Mosquito. Call
Samantha Ford,GMT, 344-1744 for appointment. *male clients by
referral only.

WEB DESIGN: Need a website? I offer cutting edge graphic design,
logos and brochures, www.instep-in.com. Call Seth Ford at 344-
1744.

CUSTOM PET PORTRAITURE by nationally renown artist Tamara
Burnett. Have your pet forever immortalized in a fine watercolor
portrait by Tamara. She is very well known for her highly detailed,
realistic, jewel-like watercolor renditions of animals as well as for
her uncanny ability to capture her subject's essence through the
expression In their eyes. Please visit her web site or call for more
information, web site: viww.lnnercite.com/~bumett/Burnett
Phone: 626-1884 (days), 626-3686 (eves)

REAL ESTATE SALES ~ personal & professional service! Call agent,
Sally Long Johns (530) 295-4641 for all your real estate needs. I
won't leave you hanging!

Local HANDYMAN FOR RENT. 30+ years as a carpenter. Also does
odd Jobs, painting, bmsh removal, etc. Call and leave a message
for Doug @642-1612

PILOTS - ARE YOU CURRENT & PROFICIENT? Flight Reviews and
Instrument Proficiency Checks. Also ask me about the FAA Wings
Program. Ratings include CFI Single & Multi-Engine Land and
Instrument. Bill George 530-642-8063.

LOCAL INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER: $114 per Year - Lowest
Price Around; No Set-up Fees ($35 Savlngs);No Monitoring/ No
Limitation; No Hidden Fees - Just Good Service ;Free e-Mail / Free
WEB Site; Call TODAY (530) 295-8590 HiTech Networks, 681
Main Street, Suite 204, Placerville, CA 95667 Visit our WEB site
http://www.hitechnetworks.net, e-mail : info@hitechnetworks.net

CHIMNEY SWEEP for hire, 27 years experience. Wood stoves -
pellet stoves - fireplaces - dryer vents - gutters. Repairs -
installations - problem solving. Richard Smith 622.2990.

VICK'S PLUMBING; Call Victor Garcia at 530-626-6493.

IS MOSQUITO ROAD ROUGH ON YOUR VEHICLE? Give "Hippie" a
call at Mosquito Auto, specialist in transmissions, brakes, tune-ups.
642-2867.

DON'S CRITTER CARE: Pets, livestock and gardens, too. While
you're away. Reasonable rates. References. Call 622-7622.

HOUSE CLEANING Reference available. Free estimates. Lisa
Han/ey, 626-1496.

NOTARY PUBLIC- Anytime, Anywhere: I live In Mosquito and will
come to your house to do notary work. Call Elaine at 621-2433.

ANIMAL OUTREACH: Cats for adoption. Low cost spay, neuter and
vaccinations. Call Pat Hair at 642-1944 for information.

FOR SALE

1984 MAZDA B2000 pickup with matching camper shell, chrome
wheels, custom 2-bike bike rack, sheep skin seat covers, set up to
tow behind motorhome. Good Condition $1941. CALL STEVE at
621-4271

KENMORE ELECTRIC OVEN with stove top. White. Fairly new.
excellent condition $200 obo 621-3875

TRAILER 8ft wide, 32ft long, 8ft high. It has 2 AC units. No
plumbing. Good for storage. $500 obo 621-3875

18 cu. ft. Wards REFRIGERATOR-FREEZER. Bottom freezer. $150
or make offer. 621 0405

PYGMY GOATS: One female, one withered (spayed) male, $20 for
the two. Call Jan or Jerry at 626-5321.

1970 AEROMAR 17Ft. boat, 120hp Merc I/O, $2500.00.
642-9783

HAY FOR SALE IN SWANSBORO. I had a truck load of hay brought
up that Included alfalfa ($8.50), wheat ($7.50), and rye
grass($7.00) and have far more then I need. This is horse quality
hay that you dont have to go to town for. 621-1049

WASHER DRYER - older but work well $50.00 621-3875.

ANIMAL CAGES and CHICKEN COOPS - best offer. CLAY DISHES

and LARGE PLANTERS - best offer. FILING CABINET, 2 drawer
$10.00. Brand new Doughboy SWIMMING POOL with extras. 622-
9492.

'97 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 113,000 miles, A/C, 5 speed, alloy
custom wheels, power steering/brakes, 30+ mpg, good condition,
runs great. $3,200 obo. 622-7472

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHICS, 11 boxes dating from the 1930's to the
1990's, make offer. Also large & small wire animal cages for pets.
Call 642-9441.

For Avon Products & Free catalogs please call: Sharon Thompson
621-3823 your local Avon Independent Sales Representative.

ESSENTIAL OILS for sale $3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 Please call
Connie at 845-0678 for more information.
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ALL MEETINGS ARE AT THE MOSQUITO FIRE STATION UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY

SUPPORT
GROUP

MEETING
10:00 AM

FRIDAY

SCPOA

BOARD

MEETING

10:00 AM

MVFD
BOARD AND

ELECTION

MEETING
7:00 PM

MFPD

BOARD
MEETING

7:00PM

FIRE SAFE

MEETING SEE
PAGE 1
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