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PROTECTION

The countdown has started: conditions are already
dry and volatile. Cal Fire and US Forest Service
are staffed for what will likely be an active fire
season.

One of our firefighters, Crosby Markgraf, heard
the calling and was picked up by US Forest
Service. It is a great opportunity for him to further
his career and get a lot of direct experience. We
are always looking for new recruits. Whether you
are looking to get into the fire service or want to
help the community, we have volunteer positions
available. Check in at the Fire Station or check

our website: www.mfpd.us.

There were several multi acre fires near our

district during April. We expect fire season to be
declared early. For many of us. the earlier the
better. If you are still having controlled burns,
check the weather, phone the burn information
line (530) 621 5987, and be very careful to take all
precautions. Everyone is on high alert so don't be
surprised if a fire vehicle shows up on a smoke
check.

Speaking of emergency response, who are those
people in the bright yellow-orange shirts standing
on the side of the road with a STOP sign? If
you've lived here very long, you've probably seen
them. They are volunteer members of the MFPD
Support Group. These volunteers assist our
firefighters during an emergency by staffing the

fire station, fielding calls, providing road control,
water supply support (pump and hydrants), and
food, supplies and childcare for firefighters. They
also assist with evacuations and helicopter
landings. They are well-equipped and well-
trained, meeting once a month to learn more about
their duties and to discuss recent emergency
incidents in Mosquito. So if you see them out on
road control, meaning they have closed a road due
to an emergency situation, please remember that
they are trying to protect YOU. At the same time
they need to keep the emergency scene safe so that
our firefighters can quickly and safely deal with
the emergency situation.

At the last MFPD meeting, the board agreed to
reschedule both the May 14th and June llth
regular meetings. The new dates are now
Tuesday, May 26, 2015 @ 7pm and Saturday
June 13, 2015 @ 10:00 am. This is not a

typical event, but due to the work being done on
the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year budget, it was
necessary to accommodate vacation schedules and
ensure full board attendance.

Be Safe!

In Memory of Doug Floyd



MOSQUITO VOLUNTEER FIRE
ASSOCIATION (MVFA)
by Darcy Krieger

We have certainly been all over the chart with our
spring weather. The snow was a wonderful
surprise, one which was sadly gone way too soon!
But the weather for our annual Easter Egg Hunt
was perfect, warm and dry. A huge thank you to
everyone who donated candy and toys. And, of
course, thank you to our volunteers for setting up,
running the event and cleaning up afterwards. We
had some very dedicated egg hiders and Finnon
Lake afforded us plenty of space to spread out and
really challenge the kids!

Jan Okumura and Ron Speake have done a great
job at the Mosquito General gardens. They Just
finished connecting the irrigation lines to all the
new plantings they've installed. Most of the
plants are native and don't need a lot of water. In
this time of drought, using a drip system along
with native plants makes a huge difference!
Thank you, Jan and Ron!

Please be sure to remember the upcoming
Motherlode Century, which will be Saturday,
May 9^^. We are expecting approximately 250
bicyclists, who will be riding in on Rock Creek
Road and leaving via Mosquito Road between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. There will be an
aid station at Mosquito General, and a big thank
you to Dawn and Gus for accommodating them.
Please drive extra cautiously and pass carefully
and only when it is safe. If 1 find myself stuck
behind a bicyclist, 1 Just roll down my windows,
take a deep breath and enjoy the scenery.

By the time you are reading this, we should only
be a day or so away from the Cinco de Mayo
dinner. Please Join us Saturday, May 2"'*, 6 p.m. at
the Mosquito Fire Station for chips and salsa,
chicken enchiladas, bean and cheese enchiladas

(vegetarian), beef tacos, charro beans, rice and
Mexican Wedding Cake cookies. Suggested
donation is $10 for adults and $4 for kids under

12. Takeout will also be available.

Please be sure to check out the next Trading Post,
which will be May 16''' at Mosquito General.
MVFA hopes to have some new items to sell
along with our ever popular t-shirts. We'll keep
the new items a surprise for now, but we are
hoping that they will impress some of our off-the-
hill community members when they see you with
them!

Speaking of t-shirts, Mary Ann Hay wood is
putting together a new t-shirt order which she is
planning on placing with California Custom Tees
in May. Please contact her if you have any special
requests and she will be happy to include them. In
the past, people have ordered them for reunions,
family gifts or Just for themselves. It's great to let
people know you're from Mosquito, and these t-
shirts always seem to get a conversation started
with outsiders, don't they? Contact Mary Ann at
622-5477.

Our first summer event will be the Community
Yard Sale in June (see the article for more
information in this month's Byte). Following that
will be our Community Picnic on July 11"', at
Finnon Recreation Area. More information about

the picnic will be in next month's Byte.

Please remember you're welcome to Join us for
our next MVFA Board meeting, Thursday. May
r\ 7:00 PM at the GENERAL MARKET.

Hope to see you all around The Hill!

Cinco de Mayo Dinner
Saturday, May l""*

6:00

at the Fire Station

(take-out dinners available!)



FROM SCPOA (SWANSBORO COUNTRY
PROPERTY OWNER'S ASSOCIATION)
by Connell Persico

Our meeting of April 16 suggested we are making
progress on achieving our stated goal of increased
communications among Association members. We
had a substantial number of members and guests
joining the Board in a discussion of several
important community issues. As our com
munications increase, so do the stresses of the

transition. The tensions between the new and old

leadership surfaced and so there were moments of
anger, shouting and accusation. We will continue
to seek ways to move the agenda of the
community ahead and bridge these disagreements.

First, let me share some important dates coming
up quickly. There is an Airport/Runway
committee meeting scheduled at the Fire Station
for Monday, May 4 at 6:00 p.m. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about how this part of
our common area operates and to ask questions
you might have.

We also encourage you to attend a special Board
meeting on Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Fire Station where the only topic will be our roads.
This will be preceded by a Roads Committee
meeting at 6:00 p.m. to which you are also invited.
At these two meetings, we will be identifying the
roads that will be worked on this summer. To be

clear, the Roads Committee (composed of all
members who attend the meeting) will look at
all the remaining roads and road sections needing
to be done and prioritize them. Then the Board
will receive and review those recommendations

and determine the roads to be completed. Several
days later the Board will meet in executive session
to review the bids received (we are hoping for and
expecting three bids) and award the contract. We
expect the work to be completed by July 31,2015.

The Dyer Lake issue was resolved in favor of
adding water to the lake using the EID connection.
The Board approved an allocation of up to $6,000
which, if fully utilized, would allow us to raise the
level of the lake by three to four feet. I believe it is

fair to say that the sentiment in favor of this
solution comes from the belief that we should

have every available source of water in the
community available for fire suppression. We still
have issues of evaporation and timing to consider
as we begin to implement. And we will continue
what has been a very cooperative and enlightening
conversation with EID. We are aware that

additional restrictions on the use of water will be

forthcoming and so we want to proceed with this
project in a way that is respectful of those
changes.

The Dyer Lake decision was made on a 4-3 vote.
That vote seems to reflect the sentiment of the

community on this issue. Given that, I want to
express my appreciation to the members of the
community who have spent hours sitting with each
other expressing their positions and listening to
the positions of others and helping the Board
arrive at its decision. Thank you.

Our next regular board meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, May 21", 7:00 pm at the Fire Station.

GRAFTERS

by Sharon Hem

ATTENTION LADIES (men too if you want) -If
you're a "crafter" or Just one of us who can do
simple (?) cut, paste/glue, paint, etc. Jobs, you are
encouraged to come Join us at our Craft Meeting.
There's the fun of learning new crafts, meeting
new friends, coffee, and goodies. We will be
working on our summer crafts getting ready for
our annual summer craft sale at the Community
Picnic in July. Our next meeting is on May 22"''
(See time and location below).

Our craft meetings are generally held on the 4""
Friday of each month from 10AM to 12Noon at
the home of Darlene Rood, 2211 Swansboro

Road. Hope to see you on the 22"^* of May.



MOSQUITO BRIDGE UPDATE
by Janet Postlewait, El Dorado County Community
Development Agency

The Mosquito Bridge was programmed under the
Highway Bridge Program for $32 Million using
very preliminary cost estimates for a wide range of
alternatives. A more detailed range of cost
estimates for three basic alternative locations (low,

mid and high) is currently being investigated in
close coordination with Caltrans and FHWA for a

feasible bridge solution.

In the meantime. County engineers are presenting
an update on the Mosquito Bridge to the Board of
Supervisors on April 28,2015 at 2:00. This
presentation will be available on the County Board
of Supervisors at
https://eldorado.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.as
px?lD=4317&GUID=8D6AEF28-D72E-4E85-
9BCE-93169FD91B4F.

The focus of this agenda item is to present the
status of the Mosquito Bridge Project planning
phase after the completion of geotechnical
investigations, screening criteria, two public
workshops, and recent Caltrans meetings to
review alternatives with preliminary cost
estimates. This presentation is for information
only - no action is requested. Following this
presentation, the power point will be made
available on the Mosquito Bridge
website. http://www.edcgov.us/MosquitoBridge/.

The new 2015

Mosquito Phone Books
are available at:

Mosquito Station 75

$5.00

WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH THE

TRADING POST?

by Vicki DeKay

We are gearing up for another great season! Our
first Trading Post will be held at the Mosquito
General Market and Kitchen (cafe) on Saturday,
May 16, from 10- 12. To celebrate our opening,
we will feature fresh baked goods, free hot coffee.
Jams and Jellies, local lavender products, plant
starts and mature plants, homemade soaps, a book
exchange, T-shirts and sweatshirts, crafts and
other goodies. NEW THIS YEAR: we will have
eggs! We will also have raffle baskets with local
products. The cafe will be also open for hot
breakfast items. Come visit with neighbors and
enjoy the beautiful view of Finnon Lake. Keep an
eye on the eagles. Sip and nibble, chat awhile.
The schedule for the Trading Post is:
May lb"* Saturday at 10-12 at Mosquito General
June 6"' Saturday at 9-11 at the yard sale at the
Fire Station

July 11"' Saturday at 10-12 at the General Market:
to be followed by community picnic at Finnon
Lake

August f Saturday at 9-11 at the General Market
September 12"^ Saturday at 9 - 11 at the General
Market

October 17'^ Saturday at 9 - 11 at the General
Market

If you wish more information, wish to become a
vendor at the Trading Post or to Join Friends of the
Trading Post, please call Joyce or Vicki at 626
7062.

AIRPORT COMMITTEE MEETING

by Kim Purcell

Please come and learn some facts about this

inexpensive yet valuable asset to our community
on Monday May 4th at 6:00 PM at the Fire
Station.



MVFA YARD SALE

by Tom Harris

The annual MVFA yard sale will be held this year
on June 6"' at the Fire Station parking lot from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm. MVFA is seeking donations
of saleable items (please, no junk). One of our
committee members will pick up items at your
home, or you can bring them to the sale at the Fire
Station on June b'*'.

If you would prefer your own booth, space is
available for rent for $10 for the day. MVFA will
provide a table, and you may bring your own
items to sell. Booth fees and donations will

benefit Finnon Lake projects. Donations may be
tax deductible, and a letter stating your
contribution will be provided on request. Unsold
items donated to MVFA will be taken to Snowline

Hospice.

Hot dogs, chips and a soft drink will be available
for $5.00 starting at 11:00 am.

For more information, to reserve a booth, or for

item pick-up, contact:
Tom Harris

642-2333

tuco@ internet49.com or

Dave Angelo
621-3688

dsangelol4@gmail.com

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS

by Tom Harris

Thanks to the many "Friends of Finnon" who
volunteered their time and fuel at "Mow Day" on
Saturday April 18th. The weed whackers, bush
hogs and string mowers are greatly appreciated by
MVFA, and this group left the campground and
day use area looking beautiful.

PILOT'S ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP

by Kim Purcell Kirkpatrick

The Swansboro Pilots Association is again
offering Swansboro/Mosquito high school seniors
a chance to compete for a college scholarship. If
you live in our community and are a high school
senior going on to college next fall, you can apply
for the scholarship.

To apply, send at least a one-page, double-spaced,
typed essay {postmarked no later than 6130/15)
that states: any community service or projects you
have done, what college you plan to attend, your
life plans, why you should receive our scholarship
and how it will help you. Also, you will need to
include your high school grade point average and
your address, phone number, and e-mail address.
Send your essay to: Pilots Association, 2724
Swansboro Road, Placerville, CA 95667.

THE MOSQUITO BYTE HAS FOUND A

NEW EDITORIAL TEAM!

by Candy Lupient

Beginning with a transitional period in June,
editing of The Mosquito Byte will be
accomplished by a newly organized team. New
Editor Joyce Radmanovich will receive all
submissions and make necessary changes in
grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc. Karen
Rapponotti will be Senior Editor, responsible for
receiving edited pieces from Joyce and formatting
them for printing. She will also work on
developing a site whereby the Byte can be viewed
by the community electronically. Details will be
made available when this is in place. A printed
version of the Byte will be available as long as
needed or desired by community members. Vicki
DeKay has volunteered to be responsible for the
mailing committee. She will get the finished
copies from the commercial printer in Placerville,
organize and host the gathering of volunteers who
apply labels and stamps, and see that the finished
copies get to the post office. Thanks to all!



MOSQUITO PANTRY
By Sharon Hern & MaryAnn Haywood

Need a small helping hand to get through some
temporary hard times? The Mosquito Volunteer
Fire Association maintains the "Mosquito Pantry"
where donated, non-perishable food items are
available to any member of the community who
might find themselves in need. The Pantry is
located at the Fire Station and is available anytime
the Station is open. So if you find yourself in need,
don't hesitate to visit the Mosquito Pantry!

WANTED!!!

ALL CA CRY ALUMINUM CANS, BEER

BOTTLES AND PLASTIC WATER

BOTTLES.

Please drop off bags from 8-5at the Fire Station.

Please consider this option when you organize your
recycled materials. (Wine bottles don't have CRY! We

can't use them)

This is a very important fund raiser for the
Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association

so MVFA THANKS YOU!

CLASSIFIED SECTION

FREE:

Free: Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty!
You haul, call Tim at 408-859-3182

Horse/compost manure for home or garden call Cindy
530-621-1600

Firewood, soft wood. You cut and haul away. Call
Lionel, 530-622-7472.

********************************************

FOR SALE:

BIKES: 2- 20" bicycles for sale. $10 each. Very good
condition, grandkids just too old to ride them anymore.
Call Ralph at 626-5268.

FIREWOOD: call Dustin Sears, 530-363-4991

SEASONED WOOD —Delivered, seasoned OAK

S290/cord. Call Bob at 642-9335.

I  '4 cord split soft wood, $195. You pick up. Call
Tim at 622-4419.

MEETINGS:

MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP - Meet new friends, get
refreshed and restored. Join us for challenging Bible
study, fun events and worship here in
Mosquito. Groups for Men/Women/kids/young
adults. We meet Sunday mornings 9:30am at 3342
Stope Drive and throughout the week. Check our
website www.mfom.net or call 530-295-0503.



FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING

CLASSES - Food preparation demonstrations, recipe
handouts, video clips and resource materials, along
with very generous samples provided. Have fun
interacting with other health-minded folks, learning
healthful lifestyle principles and discovering tasty new
recipes. We meet once a month at the Camino SDA
Church, 3520 Carson Rd. on Thursdays at 11:00 a.m.
Call Fred Adams at 642-9441 for dates and to reserve

your space. Or email AdamsAmigos@gmail.com.

SERVICES:

Local hard-working young man home from college for
the summer- 1 am looking for work and am also
available for labor and odd jobs. Please call DJ Sears
(510)701-7673

Disneyland® Resort is celebrating its 60"^ anniversary
this year! You don't want to miss this celebration!
Call Clydene to start planning: 530.409.0083. Off To
Neverland Travel® is an Authorized Disney Vacation
Planner. As to Disney artwork, logos and properties: © Disney -
Ship Registry: The Bahamas: CSTtf 2090317-40 / Fia. Seller of
Travel Ref. No. ST37203

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT -

FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting - -Tractor Work
- Tree & Brush Removal - Dump Runs and More...!
Give us a call, free estimates. If we can't help you.
we'll put you in touch with someone who can.
FRIENDLY HONEST SERVICE - Dustin K. Sears Sr.

Call 530-363-4991

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING BY FRANK SURFAS

-Service on all brands of Air Conditioning, Heating, Heat
Pumps & E\ aporative Coolers. Special
Rate, minimum charge only $42.50. Estimates free for
new installations & equipment change outs. High quality
serv ice since 1978. Call Frank at 622-4462.

California contractors License #354595

WELDING & FABRICATION - Steel, Stainless Steel,

Aluminum. Certified to military standard. Call 626-0691

AUTO DETAIL ON THE HILL. Hand wash & wax. Tire

dressing. Windows, dash & chrome cleaned. Rug
vacuumed. Car - $55, truck - $65 & oversized vehicles may
be additional. Call Steve, 530 621-3643.

ONE EYE PHOTOGRAPHY: Family Portraits, children or
pets. Winter specials available. Call Sandi 626-6248 or
Joyce 626-7062.

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you're away. We will give
your pet the same love and care as you would if you were
here. No pet too large or too small. Reasonable rates. Call
Devin & Dylan's Pet Feeding Service at 295-9165

CLOCK REPAIR —AntiqueWintage, Electric and Quartz.
Pick up and delivery free in Swansboro area. Call Gary at
409-0526.

TUTOR - Fully credentialed tutor with 20 years of tutoring
experience. Homework, reading, English composition and
math remediation/enrichment. For further information call

Joyce Radmanovich at 626-7062.

FRED tenNAPEL HANDYMAN SERVICES - Anything
from A to Z that you can't do, I will. Home 626-4281, Cell
417-5986. Lic#044903.

MOSQUITO AUTO - All general vehicle repairs including
brakes, tune-ups and specializing in transmissions. Also
repairing chain saws, weed eaters, lawnmowers and blade
sharpening. Call Hippie at 642-2867.

LOCAL REALTORS - Rusty & Debbie Harris, Swansboro
Land & Homes, Inc. Lic.#01781489. Area specialists since
1975. Office next to Fire Station at 8781 Rock Creek Road.

Stop by for free maps & info. Happy to put our experience
to work for you; buy, sell, short sales & REO's. Call 622-
6822. Swanshororealestate® gmail.com or
www .swansboro.metrolistpro.com.

RIDLEY K-9 ACADEMY - Professional dog training and
dog walking services. For more information visit
w w w .ridlev k9academ\ .com or call Garrett at 409-1879.

OPTOMETRY CLINIC - Dr. Dan Morrill in Placerville.

Eye examinations, eyeglasses & contact lenses available at
Precision Eye Care, 1 18 Main Street. Open Tuesday thru
Friday 9:00 am-5:30 pm. Saturday by appointment. Call
622-8300. Most insurance accepted. (New Patients
Welcome!)

VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs. - Have any

family vacations, precious memories or baby pictures on
videos? I can copy them to DVDs. Call Dee at 642-2333.

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE - Line clearance certified,

hazard tree removal, close quarter removal, view
enhancement, trimming, topping, mistletoe removal.
Certified Arborist on staff. Call 626-6325, ask for Jared.
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CHIMNEY SWEEP - For hire, 35 years experience.
Wood/pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer vents gutters. Repairs,
stove & chimney installations/repairs, problem solving. Call
Richard Smith at 306-2438.

CREATIVE ADMIN SERVICES - Your office and project
support team specializing in Office Management,
Business/Personal Contact Mgmt. Event Coordination,
Online Services, and much more. Visit our

vvebsitewww.creativeadminservices.com or call 295-1779.

HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS - Birdbaths, flower
pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also handmade wooden Jewelry
boxes. Affordable and unique. Studio open most days, call
first. Do your gift shopping here on the hill! Call Pam or
Dave Angelo at 621-3688.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES - Live the American Dream:

the ownership of a home and a little acreage to call your
own! Sally Long Johns, your resident Mosquito Road
Realtor. Will help you buy or sell any property in El Dorado
County! Utilize your new neighborhood website
www .inosquitoroadneiohbors.com or 295-4641 or toll free

866.SALLYRE, snlongjohns® yahoo.com.

NOTARY SERVICE - I am a "mobile" Notary Public living
right here in Mosquito. I am experienced in all areas of
notary work including loan packages, real estate transfers,
etc. Call Elaine Galvan at 295-0503.

RESPITE CARE - Available in Swansboro/Mosquito, M-F,
weekends or overnight as needed. Also available for short
periods of time (barring previously scheduled commitments)
and/or for hospice care for your family member. 1 have 17
local home-care references to verify my skills and the level
of care I will provide for your loved ones. Call Nancy West
at 626-7975.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION

FACILITY

Location: El Dorado Disposal Material Recovery Facility
4I00 Throwita Way, Placerville. 95667
Times: ONLY Fridays and Saturdays 9am-4pm
Household items that w ill be accepted include: paint, brake
fluid, adhesives/sealants, batteries, floor/furniture cleaners,

anti-freeze, solvents/thinners, pesticides/herbicides, aerosols
and photo chemicals.
Maximum limit of containers is 15 gallons of any liquid
material. For further information, call 295-2800.

MOSQUITO GENERAL:
MARKET AND KITCHEN

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. Saturday: 10:00 am-
7:00 pm

Sunday: 10:00arTi-4:00pm

Monday and Tuesday: CLOSED

530-295-4980

or mosquitogeneral@live.com

Watch for Specials on the Nextdoor website or our

Community FaceBook page!

Important Phone Numbers

Fire, Medical, Police Emergency 911

Mosquito Fire non-emergency 626-9017

All other non-emergency 621-6600

CA Highway Patrol non-emergency 622-1 1 10

Burn Day Information 621-5897

Mosquito General Market
and Kitchen

295-4980
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The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost
of subscription is $15.00 per year with 2 years as the maximum period for Byte subscriptions
beyond one year. Please make check payable to MVFA and mail to 9009 Orval Beckett Ct.,
Placerville, OA, 95667-9040. Deadline for pews and advertising is the 19^ of the each month.

ADVERTISING POLICY

There is no charge to our subscribers for advertising ia the Mosquito Byte, however ads must be
limited to 7 column lines maximum. Deadline for advertising is the 19^ of each month. Please
note, items for placement in the Classified Section will be accepted via email at
byteeditor@gmail.com or in writing and mailed to: MVFA at 9009 Orval Beckett Court,
Placerville CA 95667-9040, Ads in the "Free", "For Sale" and "Wanted" category will run for
three months unless you call to say the item is no longer available, or that you want the ad
extended.

You can reach Editor Candy Lupient at 344-0897 or at byteeditor@gmail.com. The editors
reserve the right to edit, limit or refuse any article submitted for publication in the Mosquito Byte.
The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association accepts ads &om subscribers without endorsement.
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