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Living in a High Hazard Fire Environment By Mike Hazlett, Mosquito 
Fire Chief 
Most of El Dorado County is considered a high hazard fire environment. Based on past 
experiences, this area possesses all the ingredients necessary to support large, intense, and 
uncontrolled wildfires. Within this hazardous environment, there are individual homes, 
subdivisions, and entire communities. Many homes, however, would be unable to survive an 
intense wildfire. Since it is not a question of “if” wildfires will occur but “when” they will occur, the 
likelihood of human life and property loss is great and growing. Our ability to live more safely in 
this fire environment greatly depends upon our use of “prefire activities”. Prefire activities are 
actions taken before a wildfire occurs which improve the survivability of people and homes. 
They include proper vegetation management around homes (known as defensible space), use 
of fire resistant building materials, appropriate subdivision design and other measures. 
Research clearly shows that pre-fire activities save lives and property. 

The “Why We’re Worried about Wildfire” Equation Fire is a natural part of our environment. Our 
forests and range lands were burning long before there were Mosquito, Placerville, Garden 
Valley, or Georgetown communities. Many homes are built and maintained in this fire 
environment without regard to wildfire. With more people using our wildlands, there is a greater 
chance of wildfire starts. Today’s wildfires can burn intensely and be difficult to control. 
Therefore, the potential exists for greater loss of life, increased property losses, more damage 
to natural resources, and more money needed for firefighting. 

Propane Safety – Tips for Your Home 

• To readily recognize a leak, know what propane smells like. Propane retailers have pamphlets 
available with a scratch-and-sniff spot so that your entire family can recognize the smell. 

• If you smell a leak, immediately evacuate everyone and call 911 from a neighbor’s home. Do 
not remain in the building, use the telephone or light switches or try to determine the source of 
the leak by yourself. 

• Be aware of where propane gas service lines are located, especially when working in the yard. 

• All furnaces can collect lint and dirt and should be cleaned regularly. Contact your local 
propane supplier or follow the manufacturer’s instruction for information on proper cleaning. 

• Have your range serviced if the burner flame is not blue. The blue flame indicates complete 
combustion. A yellow flame means air inlets are clogged or burners need adjustment. Contact 
your propane supplier’s service department immediately. 

More resources 

• 100 feet of defensible space: www.readyforwildfire.org 

• NFPA Propane Safety: http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/gasoline-and- 



propane/propane-safety 

You are also welcome to stop by the Fire Station at 8801 Rock Creek Rd. in Mosquito for further 
guidance. 
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Mosquito Firefighters Need You The MFPD is seeking volunteer firefighters! If you want a 



rewarding way to give back to our community, contact us at (530)626-9017, or email me directly 
at info@mfpd.us or simply stop by the fire station, Monday - Friday during business hours, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. No previous firefighting experience is necessary. 

The next MFPD Board meeting will be Thursday, August 13th at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station. 
You are welcome to attend! 

Thanks for your support Thank you to those of you who came to the recent Mosquito Station 75 
Firefighters Association and Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association events. These events provide 
additional funds and equipment and are essential to providing you the dependable, quality fire 
service you deserve. Please look forward to more exciting events this year. And thanks to all of 
you for your overwhelmingly friendly welcome and I invite all of you to stop by YOUR fire 
department and meet YOUR new Fire Chief. 

Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association - Finnon Lake History By Darcy 
Krieger 
Thank you to everyone who attended the MVFA Community Picnic and our monthly bingo at               
Mosquito General. Also, a huge thank you to our volunteers and donors! We couldn’t do what                
we do without you! This month, due to space constraints, we are skipping our usual MVFA                
article in favor of an article on the long history of Finnon Lake and its source of water. 

In 1906, Finnon Dam was constructed by the Finnon brothers. At the time, water filled the                
resulting lake from the Summerfield Ditch, which was constructed by James W. Summerfield in              
1854. (You can still see some remnants of the Summerfield Ditch along Stope Road, just above                
Highgrade.) Summerfield filed a claim for water rights in June 1889. In 1939, these water rights,                
after passing through several public utility companies, were transferred along with real property             
encompassing Finnon Dam to the Mosquito District Mutual Water Company. This company later             
became part of the El Dorado Irrigation District. 

In 1955, the Finnon Recreation Area, including campground, lake and store, was sold for              
$30,000 to the California State Wildlife Conservation Board, later becoming the California            
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The sale included water rights of 600 acre feet per annum that                 
was to be used for recreation and fish culture. Through the years the actual amount of water to                  
be provided to Finnon Lake has been reduced through sales of surrounding properties that had               
been part of the original Summerfield Ditch water rights filing. In 1997, Finnon Dam was               
condemned after an inspection which concluded that the dam could liquefy in an earthquake.              
The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department decided that they would purchase Finnon Recreation            
Area and repair the dam. It was felt that, after repairs, Finnon Recreation Area would be an                 
important resource for the community and the fire station. The property was offered as a               
quitclaim deed by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for $1, with the understanding               
that in the event of a decision to sell Finnon, they would have right of first refusal at the same                    
price. 

The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Department, now the Mosquito Fire Protection District, formed a             
committee to undertake reconstruction of the dam and at the same time established the              
Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association (MVFA) as a nonprofit to provide community and fire             



station support and hold ownership of Finnon Recreation Area. In 2004, the El Dorado Irrigation               
District (EID) acknowledged that, as the current owners of the Summerfield Ditch, they did need               
to honor the original contractual obligation to provide 
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Finnon Lake with water. Thanks to the efforts of many dedicated volunteers, the dam was               



rebuilt, with the job completed in 2014. Once the dam repairs were completed, EID was               
reminded of their obligation to provide water to Finnon Lake. The need to acquire an easement                
from an adjacent property owner in order to pipe water from the EID pipeline on Rock Creek                 
Road has delayed this process. Additionally, water from EID is chlorinated. The California             
Department of Fish and Wildlife will not allow chlorinated water to be introduced to Finnon Lake,                
so we also need a system for de-chlorination. (Just an open area which allows the chlorine to                 
evaporate before the water makes it to the lake.) Discussions with EID regarding the easement               
and the de-chlorination are nearly complete, and MVFA recently received a proposal from EID              
to fulfill both requirements. 

We will be reviewing this proposal at the next August MVFA board meeting. I do need to insert,                  
however, that there are many who have water rights going back to the 19th century, and                
currently with this drought, some of those with water rights are being told that these will not be                  
honored. But one step at a time. At this point, we are seeking a wildlife safe system to get water                    
to Finnon Lake, and it appears that EID is close to giving us that. The complete history of this                   
whole process makes for fascinating reading. Sadly, I do not have room for it all here, but I want                   
to acknowledge the excellent documentation done by Lois Pearson and others. Lastly, I thank              
the many volunteers who have contributed so much towards making Finnon Recreation Area             
(http://www.finnonrecreationarea.com/) the wonderful place it is. 

Join us for the next MVFA Board meeting on Thursday, August 6th, at 7 p.m. at Mosquito 
General. 

SCPOA By Connell Persico 

Director Kim Hathorne has submitted, and the Board accepted, her resignation. We 
acknowledge her 17 months of service to the community. The August 20th meeting the Board 
will choose a replacement who will serve the remaining 6 months of her term. If you are 
interested in serving, please send me an email at cpscpoa@gmail.com no later than August 7, 
2015, and include a brief description of your experience and interests. The only requirement is 
that you wish to serve your community. 

Have you noticed Doug Veerkamp Engineering delivering rock to the community? Road work is              
scheduled to begin on Monday, August 3rd. As the Byte is published monthly, we will use Next                 
Door, the Mosquito/Swansboro Country Facebook page, along with postings at the café and fire              
station whenever we have advanced notice about where the work is to be done. Remember to                
contact Veerkamp for an individual bid if you want to have a driveway put in or are in need                   
driveway repair. 

At the July meeting, the Board decided to proceed with the selection of a property management                
firm to handle its support role and functions. These firms serve as staff and execute the                
directives of the Board. We will be interviewing prospective firms in early August and will set up                 
a community meeting for SCPOA members to meet the property managers once selected. This              
is a new experience for all of us and we will keep you informed as the process moves along. 

The next SCPOA meeting is Thursday, August 20th at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station. 
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News From the Trading Post By Vicki DeKay and Joyce Radmanovich 



The next Trading Post will be held on Saturday, August 1st, from 9 a.m. to 11a.m., at the                  
Mosquito General Market and Kitchen! This past Trading Post in July offered free coffee, coffee               
cake and muffins, plus squash, cupcakes and breads, homemade soaps and accessories,            
birdhouses, plants of all kinds, jellies and jams, crafts, handmade jewelry, garlic, Javita (a coffee               
helping weight loss), and WORMS!! We had two happy winners at the raffle too! 

The Trading Post wishes to thank Darcy Krieger, Jenny Berg, Jeff Hand, Jan Okumura, Ron               
Speake, Dee and Tom Harris, Sally Bozeman, Karen and Wayne Holley, Shar Fields, Heidi              
Ethridge, Tara Johnson, Peggy and Richard Paradise, Linda Heyart, Dawn and Gus and the              
Worm Lady (name?). Special thanks to Kelley Stults, Jazzlyn, Jason and Ryan for helping at the                
end to pack up the Trading Post. 

Expect more of all this plus tomatoes, zucchini, greens, and anything you have too much of from 
your garden on Saturday, August 1st! Please call to reserve a place: (530)626-7062. COME ON 
DOWN!! 

Crafters By Sharon Hern 

ATTENTION LADIES (men too, if you want!): If you’re a “crafter” or just one of us who can do 
simple (?) cut, paste/glue, paint, etc. jobs, you are encouraged to come join us at our Craft 
Meeting. There’s the fun of learning new crafts, meeting new friends, coffee and goodies. We 
will be working on our summer crafts and getting ready for our annual summer craft sale at the 
Cold Springs Community Church in November. Our next meeting is on Friday, August 28th. Our 
craft meetings are generally the 4th Friday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the 
home of Darlene Rood, 2211 Swansboro Road. Hope to see you on August 28th! 

Mosquito Road Cleanup Day By Tom Harris 
MVFA thanks the twelve volunteers who came out to the Mosquito Road cleanup project! 
Thanks to Mary McClutcheon, Barbara Smith, Dee Harris, Megan Lattanner, Nick and Linda 
Heyart, Gary Morris, Derek Nowak, Wayne Holley, Keith Krieger, Dave Angelo, and me! We 
picked up litter and trash from La Paz Road to the swinging bridge. We filled twelve large trash 
bags and picked up a discarded car seat, a satellite dish, and a closet door. We almost filled an 
entire dumpster! I appreciate those who responded but couldn't participate due to midweek work 
commitments. Special thanks to those who worked the long section below the gate to the 
bridge. And, while we coordinated our project with county DOT, we forgot to ask them to unlock 
the gate. (Oops!) We will schedule this project next year during the annual bridge closure. 

Finnon Lake Recreation Area Fees By Dave Angelo 
We have reinstated the annual permit program for Mosquito residents. Permits for 2015 are now 
available at 1/2 price since half of the year has already passed. The yearly 
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cost for each residential family is $25.00. Each permit includes registration of up to three               



vehicles per family. This is a great bargain for any family that is planning to visit Finnon Lake                  
Recreation Area more than four times the remainder of this year. Camping fees are not covered                
by this permit. 

Without a permit, a fee of $6.00 per vehicle is requested for day use activities such as                 
swimming, boating, fishing, picnicking and disc golf. No fee is requested for anyone (resident or               
not) who is only walking or bicycling in the Recreation Area. The day use fee can be paid inside                   
the Mosquito General Market and Kitchen or, if it is not open, you can use the payment                 
envelopes and drop box outside on the left side of the building. 

MVFA is totally self-supported. We receive no funds from taxes or SCPOA, yet we have yearly 
costs for the Finnon Lake Recreation Area in excess of $8,000.00. Collection of the fee helps 
cover these costs. 

For residents interested in the permit program, please contact Dave Angelo at (530)621-3688 or              
Tom Harris at (530)642-2333. Checks should be made out to MVFA. Thanks and we look               
forward to see you at the lake! 

Aircraft Display Days By Kim Purcell 
The Swansboro airport is home to many interesting aircraft both homebuilt and production built.              
Our next scheduled display days will be August 15, 16, and 17, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Each day                   
you may view unique aircraft as well as aircraft older than 35 years. Aircraft will be out, and you                   
are invited to look, but be sure to remain well clear of the active runway. Please also be                  
respectful and look but do not touch without guidance from owners. If you have any questions,                
you can contact Kim Purcell at (530)621-1049. 

Swansboro Pilots’ Association Scholarship Winners 

The pilots association would like to announce our scholarship winners, Morgan Linville and 
Sage Somers. Morgan has volunteered with a number of organizations including the Veterans 
Memorial breakfast, El Dorado High's ASB leadership program, and 4H providing community 
service. She plans to attend San Francisco State to major in business administration with a 
focus on economics. Sage spent time with Hands of Hope on a number of community oriented 
projects. She plans to attend UC Santa Cruz. After earning her undergraduate degree, she 
intends to pursue a master’s degree in computer engineering with a focus on the rapidly 
expanding field of robotics and drones. Congratulations to these two deserving students! 

Free Community Cleanup Day By Jo Thomas 
A free community cleanup day will be held on Saturday, August 22nd, at the Mosquito Fire                
Station from 8 a.m. until the dumpsters are full. Only HOUSEHOLD TRASH will be accepted.               
We cannot accept construction debris, tires, large appliances, or hazardous waste. All            
cardboard must be broken down for recycling. The Swansboro Pilot’s Association is again             
arranging for two dumpsters to aid the community in getting rid of that HOUSEHOLD TRASH               
that never seems to find its way to the county dump. 
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2015 Mosquito Phone Book Updates By Sharon Hern 



The MVFA publishes a phone book for locals. If you are listed in the 2015 Mosquito Phone Book                  
and have changes to your listing, please let me know so that the Phone Book can be updated.                  
You can call me at (530)626-5268, or email me at sahern@exede.net. If you'd like to purchase                
one for $5, please go to the Trading Post or send me an email, and we'll get one to you. The                     
phone book also includes ads from Mosquito locals, so if you are interested in running an ad for                  
your service or products, please let me know. We have reprinted the phone book every 2 years                 
but might be able to start doing it more frequently soon. 

CLASSIFIED ADS Free 
Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty! You haul. call Tim at (408)859-3182. (7) 

Horse/compost manure for home or garden call Cindy at (530)621-1600. (7) 

MOSQUITO GENERAL MARKET AND 
Firewood, soft wood. You cut and haul away. Call Lionel (530)622-7472. (7) KITCHEN 

For Sale Open Wednesday – Saturday, 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

One (1) white, across truck tool box; two (2)white, side mount tool boxes; one (1)diamond plate, truck tool 
box. For prices and more information, call Fred tenNapel, (530)626-4281. (10) Closed Monday and Tuesday 

(530)295-4980 or mosquitogeneral@live.com 

Everlast boxing heavy bag and speed bag on sturdy stand. In great shape, has been used indoors only. 

Watch for Specials on our Community Facebook 
$50. Please call (530)344-1870. (8) 

page! 
2 acre parcel of land at 3081 Stope Drive for sale. No water or power ready. Make offer. Call Donna Borchin                     
at (209)624-3918 (9) 

FIREWOOD: Call Dustin Sears at (530)363-4991. (7) 

SEASONED WOOD—Delivered, seasoned OAK $290/cord. Call Bob at (530)642-9335. (7) 

11⁄4 cord split soft wood, $195. You pick up. Call Tim at (530)622-4419. (7) 

Meetings 
MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP – Meet new friends, get refreshed and restored. Join us for challenging Bible 
study, fun events and worship here in Mosquito. Groups for Men/Women/kids/young adults. We meet 
Sunday mornings 10 a.m. at 3342 Stope Drive and throughout the week. Check our website www.mfom.net 
or call (530)295-0503. 

FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING CLASSES Food preparation demonstrations, recipe handouts, 
video clips and resource materials, along with samples provided. Have fun interacting with other health- 
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minded folks, learning healthful lifestyle principles and discovering tasty new recipes. We meet once a               



month at the Camino SDA Church, 3520 Carson Rd. on Thursdays at 11 a.m. Call Fred Adams at (530)642-                   
9441 for dates and to reserve your space. Or email AdamsAmigos@gmail.com . 

Services 
TRAVEL PLANNING: Customized travel planning and exceptional service awaits you, whether you’re 
looking for a magical Disney Destination, a romantic river cruise in Europe, or an unforgettable adventure in 
Hawai‘i. Call Clydene, (530)409.0083 or email clydene.rogers@offtoneverland.com. 

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT – FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting - -Tractor Work - Tree & 
Brush Removal - Dump Runs and More...! Give us a call, free estimates. If we can’t help you, we’ll put you in 
touch with someone who can. FRIENDLY HONEST SERVICE – Call Dustin K. Sears Sr. at (530)363-4991. 

LOOKING FOR WORK Local hard-working young man home from college for the summer. I am also 
available for labor and odd jobs. Please call DJ Sears at (510)701-7673. 

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING BY FRANK SURFAS -Service on all brands of Air Conditioning, Heating,               
Heat Pumps & Evaporative Coolers. Special Rate, minimum charge only $42.50. Estimates free for new               
installations & equipment change outs. High quality service since 1978. Call Frank at (530)622- 4462.               
California contractor License #354595 

AUTO DETAIL ON THE HILL - Hand wash & wax. Tire dressing. Windows, dash & chrome cleaned. Rug 
vacuumed. Car - $55, truck - $65 & oversized vehicles may be additional. Call Steve at (530)621-3643. 

CLOCK REPAIR — Antique/Vintage, Electric and Quartz. Pick-up and delivery free in Swansboro area. Call               
Gary at (530)409-0526. 

LOCAL REALTORS – Rusty & Debbie Harris, Swansboro Land & Homes, Inc. Lic.#01781489. Area 
specialists since 1975. Office next to Fire Station at 8781 Rock Creek Road. Stop by for free maps & info. 
Happy to put our experience to work for you; buy, sell, short sales & REO’s. Call (530)622-6822. 

www.swansboro.metrolistpro.com or Swansbororealestate@gmail.com . 

RIDLEY K-9 ACADEMY – Professional dog training and dog walking services. For more information visit 
www.ridleyk9academy.com or call Garrett at (530)409- 1879. 

IMAGES BY CAROL SCHULTZ – Local scenes of bridge, lakes, vineyards, etc. Available in cards, posters,                
enlargements, high quality magnets, and card bundles, all suitable for gifting or personal use. Custom orders                
on request. Call (530)409-2912, or email csstamper@aim.com. 

OPTOMETRY CLINIC – Dr. Dan Morrill in Placerville. Eye examinations, eyeglasses & contact lenses 
available at Precision Eye Care, 118 Main Street. Open Tues - Fri 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday by 
appointment. Call (530)622-8300. Most insurance accepted. (New Patients Welcome!) 

VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs – Have any family vacations, precious memories or baby pictures on 
videos? I can copy them to DVDs. Call Dee at (530)642-2333. 

TUTOR – Fully credentialed tutor with 40 years of teaching experience. Homework, reading, English              
composition and math remediation or enrichment. Call Joyce Radmanovich at (530)626-7062. 

FRED tenNAPEL HANDYMAN SERVICES – Anything from A to Z that you can’t do, I will. Home (530)626-                  
4281, Cell (530)417-5986. Lic#044903. 

MOSQUITO AUTO – All general vehicle repairs including brakes, tune-ups and specializing in             
transmissions. Also repairing chain saws, weed eaters, lawnmowers and blade sharpening. Call Hippie at              
(530)642-2867. 

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you’re away. We will give your pet the same love and care as you would if                      



you were here. No pet too large or too small. Reasonable rates. Call Devin & Dylan’s Pet Feeding Service at                    
(530)295-9165. 

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE – Line clearance certified, hazard tree removal, close quarter removal, view              
enhancement, trimming, topping, mistletoe removal. Certified Arborist on staff. Call Jared at (530)626-6325. 
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WELDING & FABRICATION – Steel, Stainless Steel, Aluminum. Certified to military standard. Call 



(530)626- 0691. CHIMNEY SWEEP – For hire, 35 years’ experience. Wood/pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer 
vents gutters. Repairs, stove & chimney installations/repairs, problem solving. Call Richard Smith at 
(530)306-2438. CREATIVE ADMIN SERVICES – Your Office and project support team specializing in Office 
Management, Business/Personal Contact Mgmt. Event Coordination, Online Services, and much more. Visit 
our website at www.creativeadminservices.com or call (530)295-1779. HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS – 
Bird baths, flower pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also, handmade wooden jewelry boxes. Affordable and unique. 
Studio open most days; call first. Do your gift shopping here on the hill! Call Pam or Dave Angelo at 
(530)621-3688. REAL ESTATE SERVICES – Live the American Dream: the ownership of a home and a little 
acreage to call your own! Sally Long Johns, your resident Mosquito Road Realtor, will help you buy or sell 
any property in El Dorado County! You can reach me at www.mosquitoroadneighbors.com or (530)295-4641 
or toll free (866)SALLYRE, snlongjohns@yahoo.com. NOTARY SERVICE – I am a mobile Notary Public 
living right here in Mosquito. I am experienced in all areas of notary work including loan packages, real 
estate transfers, etc. Call Elaine Galvan at (530)295- 0503. RESPITE CARE – Available in 
Swansboro/Mosquito, M-F, weekends or overnight as needed. Also available for short periods of time 
(barring previously scheduled commitments) and/or for hospice care for your family member. I have 17 local 
home-care references to verify my skills and the level of care I will provide for your loved ones. Call Nancy 
West at (530)626-7975. 

It’s BINGO Time again! Join us on August 28th for Dinner and then a 7 p.m. Start time at the 
Mosquito General Market & Store 

In Memory of Dick Vogele and Betty Kinney 
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AUGUST 2015 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1Trading Post 
9 – 11 a.m. Mosquito General MFPD Support Group 10 a.m. Fire Station 2 3 Paving 

Begins 

4 5 6 

MVFA Board 7 p.m. Mosquito General 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

MFPD Board 7 p.m. Fire Station 

14 15 Aircraft 
Display Days 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Runway 

16 Aircraft Display Days 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Runway 

17 Aircraft Display Days 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Runway 

18 19 20 SCPOA 
Board 7 p.m. Fire Station 

21 22 

FREE Clean-up Day 8 a.m. Fire Station 

23 24 25 26 27 28 CRAFTERS 

10 a.m. Darlene’s BINGO 7 p.m. Mosquito General 

29 

30 31 
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The MOSQUITO BYTE is available by subscription and is mailed first class to subscribers. Cost of 



subscription to MVFA and is mail $15.00 to 9009 per year, Orval with Beckett a two Ct., year Placerville, 
maximum CA, pre-paid 95667. period. Deadline Please for advertising make check is payable 

the 19 

th 

of each month. Articles should be submitted in a .pdf format, if possible. 

ADVERTISING POLICY 

There is no charge to our subscribers for advertising in the MOSQUITO BYTE. However, ads must be 
limited to 7 column lines maximum. The deadline for submitting advertising is the 19 

th 

of each month.   
Please submit ads for the Classified Section to: Joyce Radmanovich joycecradmanovich@gmail.com or            
Mosquito Byte at 6530 One Eye Creek Court, Placerville, CA 95667. Ads in the "Free", "For Sale", and                  
"Wanted" categories will run for three months unless the submitter asks for the Ad to be removed or                  
extended. 

The editors have the right to edit, limit, or refuse any article submitted for publication in the Mosquito Byte. 
The Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association accepts ads from subscribers without endorsement. 

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667-9040 

9009 ORVAL BECKETT CT 

MOSQUITO BYTE 
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