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National Fire Prevention Week
By Edward Dwyer, Interim Mosquito Fire Chief
Mosquito Fire Protection District

October is a wonderful month and we witness Mother Nature’s grand
changes as she prepares for her winter slumber. These changes are seen
in the glorious colors of fall, and the final harvest of the year. We set out
decorations to scare the little ghouls and goblins whom on Halloween night will be running
throughout our streets trick or treating (or attending the Trunk ‘r' Treat on 10/29!).

We also look to October for Fire Prevention Week. This year, Fire Prevention Week is Sunday,
October 9™ through Saturday, October 16™.

In 1925, President Calvin Coolidge was the first American President to proclaim a national
recognition of Fire Prevention Week. In our modern era, the National Fire Protection Association
is its sponsor.*

National Fire Prevention Week actually has roots that date back to the Great Chicago Fire, where
it is rumored that Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over a lantern burning down much of the Windy City.
In 1911, in commemoration of the 40™ anniversary of that fateful day, the National Fire Marshals
Association sponsored the first Fire Prevention Week.*

Fire Prevention on “The Hill” holds great importance, as we balance fire prevention in the wildland
interface and in our homes. This is the time where we should start the building of defensible space
by clearing brush back from our homes to at least 200 feet, and removing dead trees and ladder
fuels from our property. We should clear the pine needles off our roofs, clear out our attics,
decrease the clutter in our yards and ensure that our driveways allow access for emergency
vehicles. We should have our chimneys inspected and cleaned, check our heating systems to
ensure they are in proper working order, including changing filters. We should also make sure
that we change the batteries in our smoke and carbon dioxide detectors.

The members of the Mosquito Fire Protection District are here to assist you with any questions or
concerns regarding fire prevention and we will be more than happy to do a home inspection, to
assist you in identifying your fire prevention needs. To schedule a home inspection, please call
the Fire Station (530)626-9017.

*Source material National Fire Protection Association, Wikipedia.

The next MFPD Board meeting is Thursday, October 13", at 7 p.m. at the Fire
Station. You are welcome to attend!
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MVEA
By Tom Harris

The annual MVFA Spaghetti Feed was held at the Fire Station on September 17", and was a
terrific success! A big Thank You to all who attended helped with cooking and set-up, and those
who donated so many great raffle gifts. Special thanks to committee chairs Gary and Karryn
Morris and Mary Ann Haywood. Great job, everyone! Look for photos of this event at
www.GoMVFA.org.

Halloween is fast approaching! Don’t forget to make plans for this year's
"Trunk 'R Treat" event to be held at Finnon Lake campground on Saturday
October 29'™. (The Fire Station will be our alternate venue in case of rain.)
MVFA Trunk 'R Treat for Halloween provides a safe environment for kids in
the community to go trick or treating accompanied by their parents.
Community members aka ‘Trunkers’ arrive at 6:00 p.m. to set up their
decorated vehicles in the campground along with treats they want to pass
out. Beginning at 6:30 p.m., Kids aka ‘Treaters’ go from car to car gathering
the goodies. Prizes will be given to the best decorated vehicles. To be a
‘Trunker’ or for more information, call Eileen Guell at (530)642-3588, or Elisabeth Bingham at
(530)306-2350. You can find some fun pictures from last year on the www.gomvfa.org website. It

was a really fun event and everyone is welcome to participate!
,3 The next MVFA dinner event will be our annual Christmas turkey dinner
_ which will be held on Saturday, December 10" at the Fire Station. This
e dinner is a free and fun event provided by MVFA to show our appreciation
to the wonderful members of our special Mosquito community. Please look
for details in the November Byte. We look forward to seeing you there!

The Finnon Lake Recreation Area website:
www.finnonrecreationarea.com has a new look. The new version is friendlier for mobile devices
and has numerous other features. Check it out!

If you would like to donate your time to help maintain Finnon Lake Recreation Area - Campground,
Day Use area or Disc Golf course on your own schedule, call Tom Harris. If you or someone you
know is interested in developing Mountain Bike trails on the Finnon Lake property, please call
Tom Harris at (530)642-2333. Thank you for supporting MVFA and Finnon Lake Recreation Area!

For up-to-date information, photos from MVFA events and happenings at Finnon Lake, please
visit www.GoMVFA.org.

Join us for the MVFA Board meeting on Thursday, October 6" at 7:00 p.m. at the
Fire Station.

In Memoriam

Dennis Eldridge

Page 2



http://www.gomvfa.org/
http://www.gomvfa.org/
http://www.finnonrecreationarea.com/
http://www.gomvfa.org/

Shopping for the Holidays!
By Eileen Guell

The holidays are coming quickly and a great way to support your community is by shopping
online via a method joyfully utilized by many already - Amazon! Use this
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ - “You shop. Amazon gives.”

When you shop at AmazonSmile, Amazon donates 0.5% of your AmazonSmile purchase price
to the charitable organization of your choice (Mosquito Volunteer Fire Association) which is an
eligible 501(c)(3) public charitable organization. A message appears after each purchase is made
successfully ‘I _just supported Mosquito Volunteer Fire

Association at AmazonSmile.” a m a z 0 n .C Om®

Answers to top Questions about AmazonSmile:

1) How do | shop at AmazonSmile?

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.

2) Can | use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. On your first visit to
AmazonSmile (https://smile.amazon.com/) , you need to select Mosquito Volunteer Fire
Association (Not MVFA) to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin
shopping. AmazonSmile will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you
make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

Please refer to the AmazonSmile website for further questions/answers. You may also visit our
website http://www.gomvfa.org/ and click on the Smile Amazon link directly to sign up. Thank you
so much, as always, for supporting our wonderful community! Happy Holidays to all!

Don’t Bother Me, I’ve Paid My HOA Dues!
By Roger Stenbock, President SCPOA

In Swansboro, we live amongst more than one thousand other community members, yet a mere
handful show up at our monthly board meetings. So the board receives input from only a very few
dedicated members and we thank them. However, | believe we can do better. Many of you can
probably relate to the following statement: “I pay my dues, which is all | am required to do, so
don’t bother me with newsletter articles about getting involved or lecture me about my obligation
to participate in committees, serve on the board or attend meetings. If there is something wrong,
I will make my opinion known. Until then, leave me alone!”

Fortunately, not all owners feel that way, but it is a sentiment that is shared by many owners who,
if they thought about it a little, could contribute much to the betterment of our community.

Suppose you invest $300,000 with a brokerage firm whose responsibility to you is to do everything
possible to preserve and grow that investment. The only responsibility you have is to pay their
transaction fees. However, during the course of your relationship with this firm, they continually
plead with you to take a more active role to learn what your money is doing and how to best invest
it. Would your attitude be the same towards your brokerage firm as it is towards your association?
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Probably not. The successful investor wants to know everything about their investments and will
gladly read everything sent to them about the status of their investment in hopes of learning
something that will help make them more successful.

In reality, the attitudes about your community association should be no different. Both are charged
with preserving, maintaining and enhancing your investment. The only difference is that the
investment that your community association is protecting is your home. Our attitudes about our
home can be much more emotional and our attachments much different from our attitudes and
attachments about our money (although, ultimately they are one and the same). Our home is our
castle and the owner is king of the castle. Anyone who dares to tell the king what to do and how
to behave outside of the castle, and get involved, is perceived as a meddler and threat to the
quality of their life. Our money, on the other hand, is a tool used in order to make more money.

Let’'s challenge the thinking that rationalizes our non-participation by remembering that
involvement is not solicited in order to intrude upon our lives and lay siege to our castle.
Participation is needed to contribute to the betterment of our community and improve the quality
of life for everyone in it. Every member of our community has knowledge, skills and experience
that our association and your board would love to access. Consider the desire to be a successful
community member with the same passion that you would desire to be a successful investor.
Transcend the ‘I’ ‘me’ and ‘mine’ thinking that keeps us from sharing our time and energy with our
association, to moving toward a consciousness of our entire community’s needs and
opportunities, resulting in ‘we’ ‘us’ and ‘our’ thinking. This leads to involvement, support and
cooperation, and guarantees an improvement in everyone’s life.

Here are a few ways to help our community:

Attend meetings. Don't just attend only to vent a problem or complaint. Accept a nomination to
serve on the Board or appointment to a committee. Be prepared when asked to contribute; plan
details of an event, coordinate with other owners and friends. Contribute whatever time you have
available for the benefit of the community. Become a dependable, constructive member of the
association.

Keep an open mind and look for the benefits to the community whenever a new program is being
initiated. While our professional management firm does many of the difficult day-to-day
administrative tasks, it is under the scrutiny of your board. However, the directors, officers and
committee members are all volunteers, so don’t be overly critical.

When attending Board meetings, remember that the only time you should address the Board is
during the open forum session. Don't interrupt during the business meeting. Read your newsletter
and correspondence from the management company. Introduce yourself to new owners. Let them
know that our community is a great place to live and that you look forward to their involvement. |
hope to see you at our next board meeting.

The SCPOA meeting is Thursday, October 20™", at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station. You
are welcome to attend!
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Crafters
By Sharon Hern

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS - This is our last Craft Meeting before our Annual Holiday Craft Sale
in November at the Cold Springs Community Church in Placerville. If you are a “crafter” or just
one of us who can do simple (?) cut, paste/glue, paint, etc. jobs, come join us at our Craft Meeting.
We have many projects to finish. Our meeting this month is on Friday, October 28"

Our craft meetings are generally held on the 4™ Friday of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. at the home of Darlene Rood, 2211 Swansboro Road. Hope to see you on October 28",

Birding at Finnon Lake
By Dave Angelo

Here are the bird watch results from our outing on August 13". Please note a change in the
September outing. Itis scheduled for October 8th, at 9:00 a.m. The group will meet at the pavilion
at Mosquito General, and the community is welcome to participate. It is a nice leisurely walk
around Finnon Lake using the campground access road. For more information, call Dee Taylor at
626-1196.

US-CA-Placerville-9100 Rock Creek Rd - 38.7967x-120.7519

Sep 17, 2016

9:03 AM

Traveling 1.10 miles 81 Minutes

All birds reported? Yes Comments: 70's

Submitted from eBird for iOS, version 1.2.6 Build 75

2 Canada Goose 1 Turkey Vulture

1 Cooper's Hawk 20 American Coot (Red-shielded)
4 Acorn Woodpecker 3 Black Phoebe

3 Ash-throated Flycatcher — Confirmed 2 Hutton's Vireo

4 California/Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay 7 Violet-green Swallow

Number of Taxa: 10

WANTED!!! a
ALL CA CRV ALUMINUM CANS, BEER BOTTLES AND PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES.
Please drop off bags from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at the Fire Station. Please consider this option
when you organize your recycled materials. (Wine bottles don’t have CRV! We cannot use
them)

NOTE: The “recycle rules” at our new buy back location have changed. Lids/Caps on plastic and f\L/A
glass CRV containers MUST BE REMOVED before they can be redeemed. If you have a chance
and can remove the lids, it will sure help the recycle volunteers.

MVFA THANKS YOU!

Page 5



The New 2017 Mosqguito Phone Book
by Sharon Hern

The Mosquito Phone Book is published every 2 years and will be available for purchase in January
2017. The Mosquito Phone Book contains information on our Mosquito/Swansboro area such as,
Who Are They (MVFA, MFPD & SCPOA), Helpful Area Phone Numbers, A Timeline History of
Mosquito, Mosquito Fire Department History & Other Useful Information, Map of our Area,
Residential & Business Listings.

If you are already in the book, you will be included in the 2017 edition as well. If you are currently
listed but have changes to your listing or wish to have your phone number removed, please let
me know as soon as possible.

If you aren’t currently in the 2015 edition (and weren’t an add-on over the past two years) and
wish to be added to the new 2017 Mosquito Phone Book, you can call me at (530)626-5268, email
me at sahern1943@gmail.com or mail the information to MVFA, 9009 Orval Beckett Court,
Placerville, CA 95667 and I'll be happy to include you.

Support MVFA

MVFA coffee mugs and grocery totes are still in stock and for sale. Coffee mugs are $5.00 each,
and grocery totes are $4.00 each. Extra savings are offered for two or more items! Contact Dave
Angelo at (530)621-3688. Finnon Recreation passes for resident day use activities, which include
access to swimming, fishing, boating and disc golf, are now on sale. The one-year pass is $50.00.
The two-year pass is $75.00, and the five-year pass is $175.00. Passes are good for the entire
family, and one pass will cover up to 3 vehicles registered to the same address. Contact Dave
Angelo at (530)621-3688.

Attention Mosquito/Swansboro Shoppers
By MaryAnn Haywood

Now that it’s fall and the weather is getting cooler, this is just a reminder that the MVFA has
Station 75 short sleeve T-shirts and a limited number of hooded zip sweatshirt jackets on hand
for sale. It's also a great time to start thinking about holiday gifts too!

We will be doing an order in late October/early November. So, with winter coming, you might
also consider a crew neck or hooded sweatshirt, or a long sleeve t-shirt in your favorite color(s).
Let me know as soon as possible, so | can include your special order. You can reach me

at (530)622-5477 and we can meet at the Fire Station, my house or yours.

CLASSIFIED ADS MEETINGS

MOUNTAIN FELLOWSHIP — Meet new friends,
get refreshed and restored. Join us for

F_REE - challenging Bible study, fun events and worship
Pine rounds, ready for splitting. We have plenty! here in Mosquito. Groups for
You haul. Call Tim at (408)859-3182. Men/Women/kids/young adults. We meet

Sunday mornings 10 a.m. at 3342 Stope Drive
Hprse/ compost manure for home or garden call and throughout the week. Check our website
Cindy at (530)621-1600. www.mfom.net or call (530)295-0503.
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SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING - I've been cleaning houses
for 10 years. | enjoy cleaning and would love to
make your house Sparkle for you! I am a
trustworthy, honest, and very hard worker with 10
years’ experience. $15 - $20 per hour. Call Sylvia
at (530)417-7315

PERSONAL FITNESS PROGRAM - Improve
mobility! Lose weight! Feel younger! Live longer!
Enjoy home personal fithess program conducted
by Air Force veteran who is a certified, insured,
experienced trainer located in Swansboro. First
session includes a free consultation and fitness
evaluation. Call James Porter at 907 328 9544 for
a free consultation today.

FREE VEGAN VEGETARIAN COOKING
CLASSES - Food preparation demonstrations,
recipe handouts, video clips and resource
materials, along with generous samples
provided. Have fun interacting with other health-
minded folks, learning healthful lifestyle principles
and discovering tasty new recipes. We meet once
a month at the Camino SDA Church, 3520
Carson Rd. on Mondays at 11 a.m. Call Fred
Adams at (530) 642-9441 for dates and to
reserve your space. Or email
AdamsAmigos@gmail.com.

CONCRETE AND BOBCAT SERVICE -
driveways, patios, retaining walls, finish grading,
property clean-up. $80/hour Bobcat rental. Call
Dustin (530)306-9291.

LOW WATER LANDSCAPE DESIGN - We
create landscape designs to bring sustainable
long-term visions to your landscape with unique
outdoor rooms, water features, visual beauty, all
while lowering your water use and fire risk at the
same time. Call Aaron Reddick at (805)234-6485
or go to www.LowWaterLandscapes.com to
reserve a consultation today!

SEWER SNAKE RENTAL - On the hill. Ridgid
K750 100 ft. snake. Call Dustin (530)306-9291.

MATT’S LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION SERVICE-
Seven years of experience developing and
working on all aspects of landscape irrigation,
sprinklers, drip systems, irrigation system tune-
ups, and new installs. For quote, call (916) 879-
5822.

MADISON PAINTING AND DECORATING -
House painting and more, since 1974, free
estimates and senior discounts available. Call
Priscilla Madison (530) 644-4395

ONE LOVE REFILL STATION - Protect your
home: use products that are septic safe and
biodegradable. Refill old clean containers at One
LOVE REFILL STATION: 617A Main St.,
Placerville.  (530)344-9058. Chemical free
products sold in bulk! Shampoos, conditioners,
lotions, cleaning products, essential oils & carrier
oils, beauty products and much more!

GREAT ESCAPES LANDSCAPING AND
HANDYMAN SERVICES - Interior or exterior.
Forest/land management, irrigation, fencing,
clearing, trees/brush removal and trimming, deck
painting or staining and repair and much more.
Call Jonathan Varvais 530-409-7202.

MISTY'S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES - Deep
cleaning, basic cleaning, move ins/outs, one time
cleanings, and flexible schedule arrangements. |
also do house sitting, vacation care, pet sitting,
and errands as needed. Call (916)496-5980

TRAVEL PLANNING - Specializing in the
Hawaiian Islands and Disney Destinations. Let
me help you plan your next amazing
vacation! Email Clydene
at clydene.rogers@offtoneverland.com or

call (530)409-0083.

SEARS & SONS LAND MANAGEMENT -
FIREWOOD SALES- Wood Splitting-Tractor
Work - Tree & Brush Removal - Dump Runs and
More...! Give us a call, free estimates. If we can’t
help you, we’ll put you in touch with someone who
can. Friendly honest service. Call Dustin K. Sears
Sr. at (530)363-4991.

CLOCK REPAIR — Antique/Vintage, Electric
and Quartz. Pick-up and delivery free in
Swansboro area. Call Gary at (530)409-0526.

UNIQUE JEWELRY - Handmade jewelry using
recycled aluminum cans, and more. To view, call
Dee at 642-2333.

LOCAL REALTORS - Debbie & Rusty Harris,
Swansboro Land & Homes BRE #00656169
www.swansboro.metrolistpro.com. Area
Specialists since 1975. Located next to Mosquito
Fire Station. You’re welcome to stop by for free
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maps & information. Client service with integrity,
experience & common sense. 530-622-6822. For
a free market analysis of your property, contact
us at swansbororealestate @gmail.com.

IMAGES BY CAROL SCHULTZ - Local scenes
of bridge, lakes, vineyards, etc. Available in
cards, posters, enlargements, high quality
magnets, and card bundles, all suitable for gifting
or personal use. Custom orders on request. Call
(530)409-2912, or email csstamper@aim.com.

OPTOMETRY CLINIC — Dr. Dan Morrill in
Placerville. Eye examinations, eyeglasses &
contact lenses available at Precision Eye Care,
118 Main Street. Open Tues - Fri 9 a.m. - 5:30
p.m. Saturday by appointment. Call (530)622-
8300. Most insurances accepted. New patients
welcome!

VHS VIDEOS CONVERTED TO DVDs — Have
any family vacations, precious memories or baby
pictures on videos? | can copy them to DVDs.
Call Dee at (530)642-2333.

FRED tenNAPEL LICENSED CONTRACTOR —
Anything from A to Z that you can’t do, | will.
Home (530)626-4281, Cell (530)417-5986.
Lic#044903.

PET CARE - Pet feeding while you're away. We
will give your pet the same love and care as you
would if you were here. No pet too large or too
small. Reasonable rates. Call Dylan and Shelby’s
Pet Feeding Service at (530)295-9165.

KIRCHNER TREE SERVICE - Line clearance
certified, hazard tree removal, close quarter
removal, view enhancement, trimming, topping,
mistletoe removal. Certified Arborist on staff. Call
Jared at (530)626-6325.

WELDING & FABRICATION — Steel, Stainless
Steel, Aluminum. Certified to military standard.
Call (530)626-0691.

CHIMNEY SWEEP - 35 years’ experience. Wood
and pellet stoves, fireplaces, dryer vents, gutters.
Repairs, stove & chimney installations/repairs,
problem solving. Call Richard Smith at (530)306-
2438.

CREATIVE ADMIN SERVICES - Your office and
project support team specializing in office
management, business/personal contact
management, event coordination, online

services, and much more. Visit our website at
www.creativeadminservices.com or call
(530)295-1779.

HAND CRAFTED GLASS ITEMS - Bird baths,
flower pots, plates, bowls, etc. Also, handmade
wooden jewelry boxes. Affordable and unique.
Studio open most days; call first. Do your gift
shopping here on the hill! Call Pam or Dave
Angelo at (530)621-3688.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES - Live the American
Dream: the ownership of a home and a little
acreage to call your own! Sally Long Johns, your
resident Mosquito Road Realtor, will help you buy
or sell any property in El Dorado County! You can
reach me at www.mosquitoroadneighbors.com or
(530)295-4641 or toll free (866)SALLYRE,
snlongjohns@yahoo.com.

NOTARY SERVICE — | am a mobile Notary
Public living right here in Mosquito. | am
experienced in all areas of notary work including
loan packages, real estate transfers, etc. Call
Elaine Galvan at (530)295-0503.

RESPITE CARE - Available in Swansboro
/Mosquito, M-F, weekends or overnight as
needed. Also available for short periods of time
(barring previously scheduled commitments)
and/or for hospice care for your family member. |
have 17 local home-care references to verify my
skills and the level of care | will provide for your
loved ones. Call Nancy West at (530)626-7975.

MOSQUITO GENERAL MARKET AND
KITCHEN

Open Wednesday — Saturday
10a.m. -7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Closed Monday and Tuesday

(530)295-4980
Watch for Specials on our Community

Facebook page!
https://www.facebook.com/MosquitOGeneral/

S

~__
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October 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
MFPD
Support
Group
10 a.m.
Fire Station
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
MVFA Birding at
Board Finnon Lake
7:00 p.m. 9 a.m. meet
Fire Station at café
pavilion
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
MFPD
Board
7 p.m.
Fire Station
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
SCPOA
Board
7 p.m.
Fire Station
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 TRUNK or
CRAFTERS TREAT! Set
10 a.m. up 6 p.m.
2211 Treats at
Swansboro 6:30 p.m
Rd =
30 31

HdPPy
HALLOWEEN




The MOSQUITO BYTE is mailed first class to subscribers each month. A subscription is $15.00 per year,
with a two-year maximum pre-pay. Please mail your check, payable to MVFA, to 9009 Orval Beckett Ct.,
Placerville, CA, 95667. The deadline for advertising and articles is the 19" of each month.

Editors have the right to edit, limit, or refuse any article submitted for publication. Authors are responsible
for article accuracy and their opinions do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the MVFA Board of
Directors or the editors.

The MOSQUITO BYTE accepts ads from subscribers without endorsement.

ADVERTISING POLICY

There is no charge to subscribers advertising in the MOSQUITO BYTE. Ads must be limited to 7 column
lines maximum. Please email ads for the Classified Section to: Karen Rapponotti at
2kjrl1962@gmail.com. Ads in the "Free", "For Sale", and "Wanted" categories will run for three months
unless the submitter asks for the ad to be removed or extended.

The MOSQUITO BYTE and other updates are posted each month on the www.gomvfa.org website.
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