
Zion Lutheran Church 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
5:30 p.m. May 4, 2024 
9:00 a.m. May 5, 2024 

 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.  Friendship captures the 
love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks  
believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 



Welcome 
Welcome to worship at Zion Lutheran Church.  May this time honor God and inspire you.  

Worship details: In this bulletin, bold print indicates the congregation’s responses.  Assisted listening 
devices, which are cleaned,  disinfected, and have earpads replaced after each service are available in 
the narthex; ask an usher.  Hospitality details: A family restroom is located in the hallway next to the 
sanctuary.   

PRELUDE 

P Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & RINGING OF BELL 

Stand 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.  
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 
and  water became the essence of life.  Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.  
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.  Miriam led the dancing 
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the      
Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life.  Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your   
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  We rejoice with glad hearts, giving 
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

HYMN:   “In Christ There Is No East or West”  Page 12 



GREETING 
P Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
C O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 

into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and      
forever.  Amen. 

Sit 

Acts 10:44-48  While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, 
the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of 
both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and  
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

R The Word of the Lord C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 98  (read responsively) 
1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm 
have won the victory. 
2O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the 
sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the 



earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who 
comes to judge the earth. 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  
      
1 John 5:1-6  God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and 
faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his                   
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 

R The Word of the Lord  C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



John 15:9-17  On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help 
them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they 
love one another. 

P The holy gospel according to John.  C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON  Pastor Julie Higgs 

HYMN:   “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”   Pages 12-13 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.   For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the      
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: God of grace.      Please respond with:  Hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C Amen. 

PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 

Sit 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
P God has given us new and everlasting life in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

In gratitude, let us always offer our hearts and the fruit of our labor to God’s service. 

(Offering plates will not be passed during the service, but are available at the sanctuary entrance.) 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE            “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”          ELW (red book) # 860 



OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we 

offer here be signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world,  through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 

Stand 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise, 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…    … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our  
sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and  
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  Come and eat at 

Christ’s table. 

Please sit.  All who trust that Christ is truly present in the sacrament are welcome to partake 
of this meal.  All are welcome to come forward as the ushers direct you.  However, you are also wel-
come to remain in your pew and the Lord’s Supper will be brought to you; simply let the usher know 
your   desire when they come to your pew. 

Wine, grape juice and gluten-free options are available.  The grape juice is the light colored   
liquid in the center ring of the trays.  Place your empty glass in the receptacle available as you head 
back to your seat via the side aisle. 

Communion hymns:  “Beautiful Savior” 
 “Jesus Loves Me” 

 Page 13
ELW (red book) # 595 

Stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 

us with your love.  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 
share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 

BLESSING 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen. 

HYMN:   “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 



DISMISSAL 
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen.  
C Christ is risen indeed.   Alleluia!  
P Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 
Copyright  

All texts and music used by permission. All right reserved. Reprinted under license from: 

• New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

• Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by  
permission. 

• Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS0006465 

• Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-703463. All rights reserved.  

• Used by permission CCLI License # 2307808 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS        5:30 pm                  9:00 am          
Proclaimer:   Pastor Julie Higgs   Pastor Julie Higgs     
Organist:   Donica Vonderohe  Donica Vonderohe     
Worship Assistant:  Patti Lauritzen   Shirleen Jackson 
Communion Servers:     Diane Dinning & Linda Dutchess Patti Lauritzen & Deb Vath 
Greeters:   Helen Steen   Mark & Gina Truninger 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS this weekend are provided by Bob & Wanda Walker. 
 

NAME TAGS: The Evangelism Committee requests that you please begin wearing your name 
tags if you don’t already.  This allows Pastor Julie to get a chance to put names with faces as 
well as helping newer members do the same.  If you do not have a name tag or are in need of 
a replacement, please contact Amanda in the office.  The cost for replacement nametags is 
$10.70 per nametag.  
 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE EVENT: This is the weekend!  Join the Fellowship Committee in the 
dining room after Sunday’s service for a Hot Brown sandwich, scrambled eggs, fresh fruit and 
cookies!  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS: We will continue our partnership with St. Paul Lutheran Church to 
offer a fun Vacation Bible School. This opportunity is for children ages 3-Grade 5.  Please 
spread the word to grandchildren, neighborhood children, children’s friends.  All are invited!  
Family meal starts at 4:45 pm with VBS activities from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.  Theme:  Animals in 
God’s Word  Dates:  July 22-25  Family Meal, Crafts, Music, Outdoor FUN! 







LADIES NITE OUT: Save the date for May 9th’s Ladies Night Out potluck dinner.  There will be a 
social time in the dining room at 5:30 pm with the dinner being served at 6pm.  All  women 
who are members or those who regularly attend Zion services are invited to this event.  Please 
sign up on the sheets in the narthex prior to May 5th to indicate what dish or dishes you will be 
bringing.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeanette Petersen at  563-249-5867 or   
Dorothea Olsen at 563-242-8723. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION: During the worship services next weekend, May 
11th & 12th, we will be recognizing those in our congregation who will be celebrating their 
graduation from high school this year.  If you are a senior in high school, you are invited to   
participate in this recognition.  If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Julie at   
pastorjulie@zionlutheranclinton.org or 563-242-7391. 
 
HAPPENING AT ZION THIS WEEK: 
Monday, May 6th:   6:00 pm– Girl Scouts 
Tuesday, May 7th  9:30 am– Card Club 
    5:00 pm– Executive Committee 
    5:50 pm– All Committee Night 
Wednesday, May 8th:   9:00 am– Morning Prayer/Bible Study 
    1:30 pm– Rebecca Circle 
    5:30 pm– Adult Choir 
Thursday, May 9th:  Ladies Nite Out 
Friday, May 10th:  Pastor’s Day Off 
Saturday, May 11th:     9:30 am– GriefShare 
    5:30 pm– Worship  
Sunday, May 12th:   9:00 am– Worship  
       

 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
Saturday, April 27th 5:30 attendance            51 
Sunday, April 28th 9:00 attendance                 90 
Total Weekend In-Person Attendance           141 









Zion Lutheran Church 
439 Third Avenue South 

Clinton, IA 52732 

Rev. Julie Higgs, Interim Pastor 
pastormark@zionlutheranclinton.org 

 

 

 

Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator 
officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org 

Kelly Bork, Child Care Director 
zioncc-ps@hotmail.com 

 

Donica Vonderohe, Music Director 

music@zionlutheranclinton.org 

Zion Contact Information 

 Church Address     Child Care Address 
 439 3rd Ave S.     430 3rd Ave S 
 Clinton, IA 52732     Clinton, IA 52732 
 Phone: 563-242-7391     Phone: 563-243-9393 

The 9:00 am worship service will be broadcast on  
   KROS, 1340 AM and 105.9 FM, at 10:30 am  

Patrick Hoffman, Custodian 
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