
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 

April 28, 2024 
 

 

 

 

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Norwood, PA ~ Phone: 610.586.5860 

www.immanuelnorwood.org 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/


P a g e  | 2 

The People of Immanuel are Ministers of the Church 

The Rev Scott R. Lee, Pastor 

Kathleen Schneider, Director of Music 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE (Prayerful time for reflection.) 

 

^MISSION STATEMENT: 

C: We of Immanuel are claimed, gathered, and sent by God to live 

Christ’s example through worship, education, and service. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for 

the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, 

that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains 

to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool 

water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we 

hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 

companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 

Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
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^OPENING HYMN 

 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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^KYRIE 

 
 

^HYMN OF PRAISE 
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P:  The Lord be with you 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray 

 

^PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot 

live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of 

love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40 
 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning 

to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses 

their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in 

Jesus, the Ethiopian is baptized by Philip. 
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26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 

the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 

road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 

court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran 

up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 

say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to 

speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 

about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some 

water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 

from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 

baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 

through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 
 

Word of God, word of Life: Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 22:25-31 (Read responsively) 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 
 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live 

forever! 
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  who rules over the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before 

the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 

 

SECOND READING      1 John 4:7-21 
 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we 

love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom 

we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others 

because the essence of God is love. 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 

him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved 

us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen  
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God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in 

us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have 

known and believe the love that God has for us.  

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 

in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and 

hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 

or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Word of God, word of life:  Thanks be to God 
 

^GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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^HOLY GOSPEL 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th Chapter 

C:  Glory to you O Lord 
 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship 

they would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love would 

bear fruit, for apart from him, they could do nothing. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in 

you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
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thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father 

is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON Pr. Scott Lee 

 

^HYMN 
 

 



P a g e  | 11 

^APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.*  

 On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Kneeling as able.) 

Response:  “Your mercy is great.” 

 

^PEACE 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you feel comfortable. 

 

OFFERING 
 

We join other Christians in joyfully responding to God’s goodness, 

through your personal giving. The ushers will pass the offering plates 

during this time. For those who don't feel comfortable passing the plates, 

we ask that you place your offering in the plates located at the front of the 
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nave prior to the service, or after the service, in the plate on the table as 

you exit into the Hospitality area. Many people give electronically and we 

thank all growing disciples in advance for their supportive giving. 

 

^OFFERTORY HYMN 
 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 

service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
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+HOLY COMMUNION+ 

 

^GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary……….we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION In the night he was betrayed…… 

 

^LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

C: Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION (By Intinction) 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to share the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  After it is placed in your hand, dip your wafer in the wine 

(silver chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).  Sign a communion card 

from the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that 

your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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^BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

^HYMN 

 
 

^DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 

Norwood, commits to celebrating the love of God 

with ALL people as we are all made in God’s 

image. Whatever your abilities, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, relationship status, race, culture, faith tradition or 

economic circumstance; whatever your past or present – you are welcome 

to share in God’s love and our community. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We are very glad you are with us today! It is a 

privilege to have you share our worship service. Please 

take a moment to fill out the Visitor Guest Book located 

at the top of the steps at our Chester Pike entrance. If you 

have any questions please ask any of the members, we’ll 

be happy to help. Check out www.immanuelnorwood.org 

or our Facebook page. Thanks for being with us! 

 

Supporting IMMANUEL’s Mission with Our Generosity. 

We have 3 easy & virtual ways for people to donate to 

IMMANUEL. You will see on our Website and on our 

Facebook page “links” which you can click and make a 

secure donation. And here is a QR code which you can scan 

with your smart phone. Thank You for your continued generous support! 

 

We have a monthly Healing Service. The service is the 

third Saturday of each month and is a laying on of 

hands healing service. It goes from 1pm-2pm. The actual 

service itself will take about 30 minutes followed with 

some quiet time if people want to stay and pray 

 

http://www.immanuelnorwood.org/
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Weekly Activities do not reflect building use by outside groups. 
 

 

SUNDAY Education Hour 10:00 AM 

 Joint Council Mtg. 12:30 PM 

THURSDAY Bible Study (Zoom) 7:00 PM 
 

 Lector Worship Assistant Greeters 

Apr. 28  K. McClellan J. Crane 

May 5 V. Slotterback  C. Kelly 

May 12   J. Morrison 

May 19   K. McClellan 

 

March Income - $12,116 
 

March Expenses - $11,779 

 
 

Immanuel’s 135th Memory Cross Project Extended! We are doing 

something as part of our 135th celebration to capture your memories in a 

lasting way, a Memory Cross! We started this at the 135th anniversary 

luncheon. We will continue to collect your sticks until May 9th, 2024. 

On the Hospitality table there is a plastic container of 6” multicolor craft 

sticks and a “Sharpie”. Please take a few minutes on Sunday to write down 

your own special memories. Even if you already did some please feel free 

to add more! Just place yours in the basket where we are collecting the 

craft sticks.  Thank you! Karl McClellan 

 

Our sincere “Thank you” to everyone who has been using our “OIL” 

envelopes to give extra! They are found on the BRIGHT GREEN display 

in the Hospitality area (just write your envelope number on it). If you have 

not already joined the effort you can start at any time! Thank you from 

your Resource Committee and your Church Council 
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Order Your Geraniums for Pentecost! We will be ordering geraniums to 

adorn our Altar area on Pentecost Sunday.   If you would like to 

place a plant (s) in the Sanctuary, we will be taking orders April 

14th through Sunday, May 5th. Please use the envelope 

provided by the Altar Guild members for the completion of 

your order and include the number of plants, payment, and 

dedication for the bulletin in your envelope.  The price per plant this 

year will be $4.00. 

 

Growing season is upon us. Can you help to keep the 

church grounds mowed & trimmed?  For more details 

about what is involved , and how you might be able to help, 

please see Fred Warner, Chairperson for the Property 

Committee.  

 

Celebrate Mother’s Day with us, Sunday May 12th, at 

Immanuel with Carnations and refreshments! 

 

Spring Fundraiser ~ “RaiseRight/Script Gift Cards” 

Looking for gifts for a special occasion?  Or maybe treating yourself to a 

dinner out.  Make it easy with gift 

cards and help Immanuel also.  

Immanuel is selling gift cards for just 

about every store you may want.  Immanuel will get a percentage back 

from sales.  Forms are available on the table in the hospitality area or call 

the office and we will email you the form.  Fill out form, make out your 

check payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church and hand in to Jeanne 

Warner or the office. Orders will be sent in for purchase on May 5th and 

June 9th.  Please allow 10 days to receive the gift cards. Don’t see a store 

you need, you can go on-line at www.raiseright.com and see if it is 

available and add to your list or ask Jeanne W. and she will check. Thanks 

for all your support! 

 

http://www.raiseright.com/
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We Want Your Stories! A continued focus for this year is storytelling. 

Jesus loved to tell stories. Sharing our stories of faith is an 

expectation of God. How have you noticed God at work in 

your life, in small or big ways? There will be many ways to 

share your story so there will be one that is comfortable for 

you. The key is taking that first step to say “I have a 

story”! Just let Pastor or a member of the Outreach Committee (Joyce 

Morrison, Colleen Kelly, Jean Crane, Piee Fagan or Karl McClellan) 

know that you have a story. We will help you to find a way to share your 

story!  

 

It's that time of year again - preparing for VBS 2024.  We 

will have a meeting on Sunday, May 5 after service.  If 

you are interested in helping in any way, please stay for 

meeting.  If you cannot stay, please let Jeanne Warner 

know that you are interested in helping. VBS will be 

August 12-16 9am-11:30am.  Thanks for all your help to 

make VBS a success. 

 

 


