Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship
December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

WELCOME

&m|m® Your presence builds up the body of Christ. We welcome and
V2 (77 affirm God’s diversity, including all ethnicities, cultures, races,

\‘ ‘7ﬂ sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, abilities,

E LCA ages, and life experiences. You are invited to full participation in RECONCILING IN CHRIST
our congregation because of who you are. We lament and confess how the Christian Church has
withheld Christ’s love by misusing the power of institution. We commit to advocating for God’s
justice and mercy for all of creation, including humans. We commit to anti-racism and other ways
of ending systems that cause harm. Christ is our peace and breaks down the walls that divide us.
Our communion table is Christ’s table. You and all people are welcome without exception.




Newcomers and Visitors + Newcomers and Visitors + We're glad you're here. Please fill out the green
slip in the pew rack and place in the offering plate. You're welcome to share in Holy Communion.
Families - we have a small play area up front.

Nametags + Nametags help us get to know and remember each other. Please let the ushers know if you
need one made for you.

Expansive Language + As Lutherans, we teach that "God calls all creation into being and gives people
language as a way of responding to God and forming community” (Principles for Worship, Principle L-
11)1. n worship at Our Saviour's, we seek to use expansive language for God and people, sometimes
changing or offering alternatives to the printed text.

Current Liturgy Music + liturgy is the flow of our worship service - working together as people to
praise God. Currently our liturgy music is a mix of Advent music.

Pralyer Requests Family and friends of Pat DeAnda (mother of Lisa Delaossa); Mary Wildner-Bassett
(following the death of her partner, Kathy Huttlinger); prayers of joy for Scott Koenig (for his
engagement to Rev. Michael Bush earlier this year% ; Corky Ronstadt (hospice care), Isobel Barnhill
Frecovering from a fall), Mary Neff (hospice care), Schatzi Taylor (in a rehabilitation center following a
all and diagnosis), and those at home and in care facilities.

Our Extended Friends & Family: Pat (mother of Lisa Delaossa); Lia (granddaughter of Angie Grandison),
Beverly (Mother of Hildi Williams), David (Son of Geoff and Suzy Swann); Jeanne (Cousin of Alan Bales
Barbara (sister-in-law of Kenith Ijams%(; Peggy (sister of Bonnie Phellla‘s) ;c{osh, Melissa, Mary Ann, and
Libby (friends of Chris and Theda Doak); Megan (niece of Chris and Theda Doak); Sandy and Doug,
Sally, Ashley, and Kamri (friends of Kathy DeVinney); Grant and Shirley (brother and sister-in- law of
Theda Doak; John (son of Martha Neff Stum and Paul Stum); Sam; Eleanor (mother-in-law of Kris
Sanchez; Daniel (neighbor's son of Gloria Schmidt); Rich (cousin- in-law of Jennifer Strand) Misty
griend of Schatzi TaK[ or)Will (ne&ahew of Chris and Theda Doak); Leaticia, Azogan, Meivis, Sidibe,

intou, Zinsou, and Mabel (friends of Rachel Starner); Pat (freind of Suzanne Hesh).

)

Names will remain on the list for three weeks, unless requested for longer.
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Christmas Schedule

Christmas Eve 5:00PM
Christmas Day Hymn Sing 9:00AM

Today's Theme

“Give me your hand” might be counter to how we usually respond to fear, but what if fear can
result in connection instead of isolation? Joseph moves through his fears of rejection and shame
in order to stand in solidarity with Mary, shielding her from harm. Their bond makes them each
stronger. We don’t live out our callings in isolation—our communal flourishing depends on each
person stepping into their calling despite their fear. How can we offer support to one another?
Where can we reach out when fear makes us feel isolated? When do we need to accept an
outstretched hand? And how can those with power and privilege, like Joseph, stand in solidarity
with people whose lives are at risk?



December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent

*An asterisk indicates the congregation should stand in body and/or spirit.
Congregation's speaking and singing parts are in bold font.

WELCOME

PRELUDE O Holy Night by Adolph Adam arranged by Donald Allured Bell Choir
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING LeDoux Family
Sung by Cantor

Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come.
Free us from sin through your true grace.
That you may be born in us this days a-new.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come.
Help us prepare the Wgy of the Lord.
Let your face shine and enlighten our lives.

Stir up your power, stir up your power.

Stir up the wills of your faithful ones.

OZen our ears to the prophets’ words.

That we may bring light to the darkness on earth.

Stir up your power, stir up your power.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ and come.
Strengthen our hearts that we may know,

The redeeming love that has come down to earth.

ADVENT PRAYER
*CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity: Creator, Christ, and Spirit;

the One God in whom we live and move and have our bein%l;

the One God whose compassion and grace bestow life and hope.
Amen.

Let us now confess our need for God.

Gracious God

Hear us as we come to you, as those created in your image.

We confess our sin, in words and actions, or the lack thereof,
When we have fallen short of your good purposes for our lives.
We confess our need for your forgiveness.

Yet confession of our need for you exceeds forgiveness alone.

We confess our need for your presence in our lives:

In times when we feel alone, in moments when we feel inadequate.
In times when fear reigns, and hope wanes.

We confess our need for you to come among us, to dwell within us,
To empower us to live in your light.

All this we confess, all this we pray,

In the name of Jesus the Christ who came, and who still comes.
Amen.

God’s assurance comes in Christ’s grace that forgives us.

God’s assurance comes in Spirit’s Presence who accompanies us.

God’s assurance comes in Holy Love that will not cease to seek our good.
Thanks be to God! 3



*GATHERING HYMN ELW #248 People, Look East, p.8

*GREETING
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING Isaiah 41:5-10

>The coastlands have seen and are afraid;
the ends of the earth tremble;
they have drawn near and come.
® Each one helps the other,
saying to one another, “Take courage!”
"The artisan encourages the goldsmith,
and the one who smooths with the hammer encourages the one who strikes the anvil,
saying of the soldering, “It is good,”
and they fasten it with nails so that it cannot be moved.
8 But you, Israel, my servant,
Jacob, whom I have chosen,
the offspring of Abraham, my friend;
you whom I took from the ends of the earth
and called from its farthest corners,
saying to you, “You are my servant;
[ have chosen you and not cast you off”;
1% do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
[ will strengthen you; [ will help you;
[ will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION From the song My Song in Stillness Waits
Cantor sings once, then congregation repeats.
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*Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 1:18-25

¥ Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the
Holy Spirit. ** Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. ?° But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.*' She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” ** All this
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

#3“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,’
which means, “God is with us.” ** When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2° but had no marital relations with her until she

had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

The gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #552 Blessed Be The God of Israel, p. 9

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The assisting minister leads the prayers.
..God of grace, receive our prayer.

..Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.



*EXCHANGE OF PEACE

OFFERING Sing We Now of Christmas arranged by Kris Anthony Bell Choir

*OFFERING SONG To the tune of ELW #244 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers v.4

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;

arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free!

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Give thanks to God, for God is good.

God's steadfast love endures forever.

In the night...

..Saturate this room with your Spirit and this Table with your love.

..And as you do, we will join our voices, and using our own words, pray the way Jesus taught us,

Saying. ..

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



COMMUNION

Come to this Table of mercy. Become what you receive.

This is Christ's table. You and all are welcome, without exception. If you prefer a blessing only,
cross your arms over your heart. Gluten free wafers available by request. The wine is red; grape
juice is clear. Please let an usher know if you would like communion brought to your pew.

COMMUNION MUSIC Refrain from ACS #966Loaves Are Broken, Words Are Spoken

Refrain
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.
Communion Hymns ELW #267 Joy to the World
ELW #652 Built on a Rock
SENDING PRAYER
SENDING ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING
*SENDING HYMN ELW # 256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People, p. 10

Turn to follow the cross as it passes.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you! Thanks be to God.


















