Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship

October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

80" Anniversary Celebration

WELCOME
&m|m® Your presence builds up the body of Christ. We welcome and

V2 (77 affirm God’s diversity, including all ethnicities, cultures, races,
\‘ ‘7ﬂ sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, abilities,
E LCA ages, and life experiences. You are invited to full participation in RECONCILING IN CHRIST

our congregation because of who you are. We lament and confess how the Christian Church has

withheld Christ’s love by misusing the power of institution. We commit to advocating for God’s
justice and mercy for all of creation, including humans. We commit to anti-racism and other ways
of ending systems that cause harm. Christ is our peace and breaks down the walls that divide us.

Our communion table is Christ’s table. You and all people are welcome without exception.




Newcomers and Visitors + Newcomers and Visitors + We're glad you're here. Please fill out the green
slip in the pew rack and place in the offering plate. You're welcome to share in Holy Communion.
Families - we have a small play area up front.

Nametags + Nametags help us get to know and remember each other. Please let the ushers know if you
need one made for you.

Expansive Language + As Lutherans, we teach that "God calls all creation into being and gives people
language as a way of responding to God and forming community” (Principles for Worship, Principle L-
1). In worship at Our Saviour's, we seek to use expansive language for God and people, sometimes
changing or offering alternatives to the printed text.

Current Liturgy Music + liturgy is the flow of our worship service - working together as people to
praise God. Currently our liturgy music is from Setting Three from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

Prayer Requests Monica & Jude, William, Mary, Tracy & Marty, Schatzi, Jackie, and those at
home and in care facilities.

Our Extended Friends & Family: Prayers of joy for new parents Paige & Michael Marty and new
daughter, Emily Claire. Prayers of joy for new parents Addison & Nicole Coen and new sons, Felix
and Asher. Family and friends of Gerri Ballmer (Patty Sirls' cousin), Lia (granddaughter of Angie
Grandison), Beverly (Mother of Hildi Williams), David (Son of Geoff and Suzy Swann); Jeanne
(Cousin of Alan Bales); Barbara (sister-in-law of Kenith Ijams); Peggy (sister of Bonnie Phelps);
Josh, Melissa, Mary Ann, and Libby (friends of Chris and Theda Doak); Megan (niece of Chris and
Theda Doak); Sandy and Doug, Sally, Ashley, and Kamri (friends of Kathy DeVinney); Tom
(brother-in-law of Ted Adams); Abel (great grandson of Laverne Walsh); Grant and Shirley
(brother and sister-in- law of Theda Doak; John (son of Martha Neff Stum and Paul Stum); Sam;
Eleanor (mother-in-law of Kris Sanchez; Daniel (neighbor's son of Gloria Schmidt); Rich
(cousin- in-law of Jennifer Strand) Misty (friend of Shatzi Taylor).

Names will remain on the list for three weeks, unless requested for longer.

Overview of today’s readings

The readings for this Sunday explore how trust in God involves honesty and humility. Jeremiah
blends confession of sin with a plea for God’s deliverance. The psalmist celebrates the grandeur of
the Temple that still gives home to humble creatures of earth. Paul writes to Timothy of his
confidence in God as he nears the end of ministry and life. Jesus tells a parable in Luke about
humility in prayer.

Today - Reforming Sunday and Newcomer Sunday and 80™ Celebration

Today will be especially festive as we celebrate Reformation Sunday (and the founding of the
Lutheran tradition) through reforming words and acts. This Sunday, we rejoice as we welcome
new members to our community of faith. And, of course, we will continue the festive celebration
that began on Saturday as we mark 80 years of ministry as Our Saviour's Lutheran Church. They
are: Eric Howard, Katie and Curtis Kline, Richard Miller Jr, Vivianna Pederson, Scott Seal, and
Justin Schneider. Affirming their membership: Joanna Keyl and Mary Wildner-Bassett.

As part of our 80™ we welcome former Director of Music, Dr. Gréta Pasztor is our keyboardist today.



October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

*An asterisk indicates the congregation should stand in body and/or spirit.
Congregation's speaking and singing parts are in bold font.

Welcome

Prelude "Vater Unser Im Himmelrich" by Michael Praetorius
Kent Pflibsen and Asher Havenhill

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN ELW #587 There’s a Wilderness in God’s Mercy
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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in God’s mer - cy, like the wide - ness of the sea;
for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
God 1s broad - er than the mea - sures of our mind;
owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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lib - er - ty There is no place where earth’s sor - rows
in his  blood. There is grace e - nough for thou - sands
ful - ly kind. But we make this love too nar - row
through the  fall. Make our love, O God, more faith - ful;
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are more felt than up in heav’'n. There is no  place
of new worlds as great as  this;  there is room  for
by false lim - its of our own; and we mag - nmi -
let us take you at your word, and our lives  will
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg-ment giv'n.
fresh cre - a - tions in that up - per home of bliss.
fy its  strict - ness with  a zeal God will not own.
be  thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 18141863, alt.

Music: ST. HELENA, Calvin Hampton, 1938-1984

Music © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*GREETING
The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22

The first verse of Jeremiah 14 speaks of a drought that has come upon the land. For Jeremiah, it
serves as a sign of God’s imminent judgment on Israel. False prophets had sought in verses omitted
by the lectionary to assure Israel that all was well. In our reading, Jeremiah honestly and humbly
confesses Israel’s sin and judgment. Yet the prophet also speaks on behalf of Israel. Jeremiah calls
on God, who delivered Israel in the past, to do so again.

7 Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O Lord, for your name’s sake;
our rebellions indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
%0 hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
’Why should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!

19 Thus says the Lord concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander;
they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the Lord does not accept them;
now he will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.

' Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace but find no good,
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
2*We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;
do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us.
?Z Can any idols of the nations bring rain,
or can the heavens give showers?
[s it not you, O Lord our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. 6
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Psalm 84:1-7

1 How dear to me | is your dwelling,
O | Lord of hosts!

> My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God.

3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young,

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king | and my God.

*Happy are they who dwell | in your house!

They will always be | praising you.

*Happy are the people whose strength | is in you,

whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way.

®Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs,

for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.

"They will climb from | height to height,

and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.



SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18

Both letters to Timothy have offered words of counsel to the church in general and to Paul’s
younger colleague Timothy. Our passage closes the final of those letters. In that closing, Paul writes
in quite personal terms as his own ministry and life draw to a close. His words affirm solid trust in
God, come what may.

® As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come.
”1 have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. ® From now on there
is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

16 At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted
against them! '’ But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the gentiles might hear it. So | was rescued from the lion’s
mouth. ' The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom.
To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

_9_#“ | [ T
%ﬁi—‘i"

words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.




*Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 18:9-14

?[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and

regarded others with contempt:'*

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. ' The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
121 fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” > But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” 1 tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the
other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be

exalted.”

The gospel of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Silence for Reflection

About the Jesus Prayer
(from “Three ways to add something for Lent” by Rev. Laura Gentry, Women of the ELCA Cafe magazine, March 2018)

The early monastics known as the “Desert Fathers and Mothers” used a simple scriptural prayer
called the Jesus Prayer, which they taught pilgrims to pray 3,000 times a day. The prayer is
simply: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” For centuries, believers have
used it as a mantra to call upon the powerful name of Jesus and beg him to anoint them with
kindness. An easy way to begin is to sit comfortably and set a timer for somewhere between five
and 20 minutes. Close your eyes and say the Jesus Prayer silently, connecting it with your
breath. Continue to breathe the prayer in and out until the timer rings. As other thoughts
surface, release them gently and return to the prayer. Another way to pray it is with a walking
meditation. Say the prayers as you walk slowly, connecting the rhythm of your steps with your
breath and the mantra. The more you use the Jesus Prayer, the more it prays itself within you.



*HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #679 For the Fruit of All Creation

For the Fruit of All Creation
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - 'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si- lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS New Members are introduced and received.

People of God,
do you promise to support and pray for these ones in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us welcome these siblings in Christ to this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.

Together we will give thanks and praise to God

and proclaim the good news to all the world.

New members return to their seats.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The assisting minister leads the prayers.
..God in your mercy, receive our prayer.

..We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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