Giving as Thanks-giving Psalm 98

As we ready ourselves for Giving Sunday: what is our “starting point” for stewardship?

Stewardship as investment. “Give and God will bless you.” Jesus once told disciples they would
receive back a hundredfold (Mt 19:29). But what does this starting point risk down the line? For

if we give in order to get, does relationship with God become transactional rather than gracious?

Stewardship as crisis management. The appeal of this motive is real. Folks do respond when a
crisis is faced. But not every year brings a new crisis. Must the church then find a new panic

button to push in order to solicit giving? And what may be a cumulative effect of crisis giving?

Stewardship as duty. This may be the most attractive of all the starting points for giving. The
church is a community. We all need to shoulder the load. It is our duty. Yet duty, if not carefully

proclaimed and practiced, can devolve into legalism. And legalism can lose sight of grace.

Stewardship as Thanks-giving. Beyond stewardship as investment (giving so God will bless
you), this starting point celebrates the favor already graciously given us by God. Beyond
stewardship as crisis management, this starting point evokes giving that is an act of steady faith,
whatever the circumstances. Beyond stewardship as duty, this starting point moves us to giving

as an act of love. For in the end: duty can be imposed, but only love can be freely given.

Sing to the Lord a new song.
Consider this opening of Psalm 98 an invitation to a new season and opportunity for giving. A

new season for giving rooted in our thanks for God’s grace, and our trust of God’s providence.

For Reflection and Action:
What, and who, have been examples of faithful stewardship for you?

What motivates you in your practice of giving, church and otherwise; why?



