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Recently, my beloved coffeemaker of nearly 20 years stopped working. This was a
basic Cuisinart - but a true workhorse. Anyone who has spent time with me in
the morning (and sometimes early afternoon) knows that | am a serious coffee
drinker. When David searched for a replacement, he found that our old model
had been replaced by a newer and so-called "better" one. But | am still grieving
the familiar feel and style of my old one. Change is hard.

We all know it, but to experience it is another thing. We are experiencing a lot of change
together at Our Saviour's - most immediately with Pastor Glenn Schrader and Ted Adams'
move to Colorado and Greta Pasztor's move to Safford. This fall we will explore some new
forms of faith formation and music ministry. It is a fitting time of year for change - the
"sunbirds" who feel the Tucson heat are returning and soon we will welcome the "snowbirds"
back too. The students are back at Pima and UA and area schools. We will meet new people,
have new conversations. And | WILL get used to my new coffeepot. | promise. Please read
below about a new faith formation series from John Indermark. These will be weekly reflection
pieces for personal study and will also be the basis for our Come & See weekly gatherings,
which | will lead. - Pastor Amalia

HIDDEN GEMS

Back in the days of sharper eyes and flexier knees, | used to hunt for beach agates. There were
certain disciplines that helped. A slow plod made for the best pace. Eyes angled slightly
forward to catch glistenings of mineral illuminated by a coastal sky. A modest light from the
overcast was best, much preferred over a sunny blinding glare or the curtaining of Pacific
Northwest soaking rains. Once a candidate was spotted, the knees took over to provide a
closer look that would confirm the find. Or not. In any case: time must be taken, attention must
be paid.

| have long since lost the mimeographed sheet from my first year at seminary that laid out a
process for digging into a Biblical text. As | remember, the pattern followed that of hunting for
agates. Time must be taken - to search words in search of Word. Attention must be paid - not
just to the obvious and familiar, but to the things and ones hidden in plain sight. Things and
ones that might be revealing of the Big Picture. Hidden gems.

All of which is to introduce a trial run of this digital companion for worship preparation. For the
next 8 weeks, | will root around in the coming Sunday'’s texts for some hidden gem. Perhaps a
word easily overlooked but telling. Perhaps meanings or patterns or parallels clearer in the
original languages than their English renderings. Perhaps some aspect of context or rhetoric
that sheds light on the whole. Or perhaps ? Your opinions will be welcomed by Pastor Amalia
and me as to whether this is a useful guide to continue. .. or to give it a proper burial.

There will be a link to Hidden Gems in the weekly e-mailings. | will seek to keep each one close
to the length of this introduction. Not because more could not be said - but in hopes that
more of your time and attention will be spent in your own further exploring.

-John Indermark






Music Notes - Aysen Milliogullari September 2025
We are excited to announce that the Chancel Choir will begin its new season on
Thursday, September 4, with rehearsals held weekly from 6:30-7.30 p.m. in the activity
building. The choir's first worship service of the season will be on Sunday, September
21, when they will perform Seek Ye First, words and music by Karen Lafferty, in a choral
setting by Douglas E. Wagner.

Our Saviour's Bell Choir starts this season's rehearsals on Monday, September 8th, in the
Sanctuary. Practice begins by 6:30 and runs for about an hour. We welcome all who are
interested in ringing or just curious to see what is involved. If you have any questions just ask
any current bell ringer or contact Kathie (kmmmmiller@hotmail.com)

Lutheran Campus Ministry - Deacon Wendi Van Beek September 2025

480, | utheran Campus Ministry
Dear Siblings in Christ 9 at University of Arizona

As | write this note, it is less than 2 weeks before the students at University of
Arizona and Pima Community College return to their fall studies, and we begin to
worship and serve together at Lutheran Campus Ministry in Tucson on August 27.

AN

The summer has gone by so quickly, but | am excited for this new year!

And as the students transition back into their studies, | also transition into the interim director
role at Lutheran Campus Ministry. | have had the pleasure of working with the students at LCM
since November of last year. They are kind and thoughtful people who are welcoming to all, and |
am grateful to know them and lead them in this part of their journey to discipleship. If you want
to check out the ministry that we are up to at LCM, go to our website www.Ilcmuofa.org. And if
you know of a college student or young adult that is looking for a worshipping opportunity,
please let them know about LCM U of Arizona. God is up to good things in campus ministry/!

The board of LCM and [, as well as the students, welcome your prayers and encouragement
during this new academic year at LCM. As we gather for a meal and worship on Wednesday
evenings at our Campus Ministry House, we are also grateful for the ways that you might
consider supporting us this year. You could volunteer to provide a meal, sponsor a meal, purchase
items on our Amazon wishlist to stock our student food pantry by searching LCM - U of Arizona
(or go to https./Mwww.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/2IM7PSVOAQH4Z?ref_=wl_share). Or by
providing financial support to campus ministry through our website, through Zelle
(lcm.uofa@gmail.com) or by mailing a check to us at 1200 N Campbell Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719.

In all the ways you can, or have, supported LCM, we are grateful!



















