November 2021

Next Meeting Date: Saturday - December 11

PABA Gallery in Paradise, PA
PABA is again celebrating the holiday season and we invite
members to bring items that they wish to show off or to sell.
Friends, family and the public are welcome to attend. There
is plenty of space outside for tailgaters as well. This is a great
meeting to catch up with other members and share what you’ve
been learning or doing in the past year.
A membership meeting will be held after lunch, please bring
any PABA related concerns or ideas for the 2022 year and
beyond. We like to get member feedback about what the group
is doing and how it’s being run. If you’re able to help with as a
future Board Member, Officer or Committee position please let
the group know. We have several positions open. Please see
the Committee Leader list inside for “NEEDED”. Also if you
have ideas for meeting demonstrations or are willing to be a
demonstrator, pass that on to a board member.

Elections!

PABA elections will be held at this meeting.
WE NEED a Vice President, Secretary and
one Board Member positions to be filled.
The group can NOT operate without people
filling these spots. If you are willing to help
the group in one of these positions, please
contact Martin or Schelly Reynolds and let
them know you’re interested. Also if you are
not able to attend and wish to cast your vote,
please contact the same and let them know for
whom you wish vote.
Martin & Schelly Reynolds - 610-383-4753
mreynolds50@yahoo.com

Lunch is a covered dish. If you’re able, please bring a
Iron Master of the Day Item: Holiday Wreath
food item to share with the membership.
Bring your items & money for the Iron In The Hat
If you need an idea use this list.
Bring your Show & Tell items!
Last names beginning with:
• A-D Appetizers
• E-K Salads (veggie/pasta, etc.)
• L-R Main Dish
IF YOU ARE FEELING SICK, PLEASE STAY HOME!
• S-Z Deserts
Drinks will be provided.

Directions: Paradise
Community Center is
located 9 miles East of
Lancaster, just off Route
30 - 6 London Vale Rd,
Intercourse, PA 17534.

PABA Contacts
President
Andrew Molinaro
40 North 2nd street
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
570-476-7950
andrew@artisansoftheanvil.com

Board Member
Josh Nyemscek
210 South 5th Street
Emmaus, PA 18049
484-860-6911
nyejos11@hotmail.com

Vice President
Paul Janusz
207 Gravity Rd
Lake Ariel, PA 18436
570-856-3123
pcjanusz@hotmail.com

Board Member
Bronson Reedy
2684 N. Reading Rd
Reinholds, PA 17569
717-598-1058
oldglorymetalworking@gmail.com

Treasurer
Marcy Olimpi
310 W. Chelton Road
Brookhaven, PA 19015
484-431-6300
marmarpas@gmail.com

Board Member
Brad Gray
661 Gray Farm Ln
Selinsgrove, PA 17870
570-743-3905
bgray21@earthlink.net

- The Pennsylvania Striker is published bimonthly
by the Pennsylvania Artist Blacksmith Association,
Inc. (PABA), an affiliate of the Artist Blacksmith
Association of North America (ABANA). Unless
otherwise noted all text content is by the editor and all
artwork is by Mark Smith.
Membership is open to anyone interested in
blacksmithing. Dues are $25 per calendar year.
Contact a board member for an application.
- PABA makes every effort to ensure the accuracy
of the information contained herein but assumes no
liability in case of error or changing conditions. Any
business relations or other activities undertaken as
a result of information contained herein or arising
therefore are the responsibility of the parties involved
and not the Pennsylvania Artist- Blacksmith’s
Association, Inc.

Committee Leaders
Iron in the Hat Chairperson - Gary Rhoads
Equipment & Maintenance - NEEDED
Publication Contact - Keith Eckman

Secretary
Nick Olimpi
310 W. Chelton Road
Brookhaven, PA 19015
484 868 0692
Nickohh85@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Keith Eckman
1370 New Danville Pk
Lancaster, PA 17603
717-291-0214
keckman1370@comcast.net

Safety Equipment - Herb Moyer
ABANA Affiliate Contact - Doug Learn
Library - NEEDED
Event Hosting - NEEDED
Election/Farm Show Committee 		

Martin & Schelly Reynolds

Facebook Monitor - Luke Shultz

-- President’s Message -Good day fellow smiths. In a few weeks we will be getting together for the gallery meeting. I am really looking
forward to this event and seeing you all there. Chatting with friends, eating good food, and looking at metal! Great
time indeed. It has been a bit rough over the past year and a half with the pandemic. Last years gallery meeting
was a success but lightly attended. I feel confident this year will be a busy event and be the beginning of getting
PABA rolling full speed again.
On that note, we will be electing some new members of the board as well as setting up some directors for different events. We will be tooling up PABA this year. Acquiring of new tongs and forges for PABA as well as a couple
of public demos are all on the docket for this year. We are going to need help to accomplish these things well and
make them the most useful to our members.
I was able to attend the opening of the ABANA gallery this summer. What a treat that was and super exciting to
have that in our back yard. Did you know that ABANA puts on smaller conferences every off-year form the big
conference? That means we will be having our national association of blacksmithing doing a event every other year
right here in our state! The site is awesome and not nearly as far as say…..Texas. And just a FYI, the ant that we
made at my shop during the last hammer in, was sold at that opening and now lives with happy folks in Florida.
And that is all I have for this newsletter. As always, feel free to message or call me with any questions or comments
you have regarding PABA activities. Hope to see you soon.
Andrew Molinaro
President PABA
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UPCOMING
EVENTS
The PABA Calendar will be
updated in the next Striker.

The Return of the
Hang-Over Hammer In
January 1, 2022
9 am till ???
Mike Awckland’s Shop
1650 Fennel Road
Quakertown, Pa
Ring in the New Year with fellow
blacksmiths! Bring a project to
work on or just come hang out.
Don’t forget your safety glasses
and ear protection.
Please bring a side dish or a
dessert to share.

PABA
TOON
by Mark Smith

Mid Atlantic Smiths' Association
2022 Bill Gichner Memorial Hammer-In
8341 Black Dog Alley - Easton, MD 21601
January 7 - 9, 2022
The demonstrator this year is Fred Crist. Fred Crist is an internationally recognized blacksmith, creating custom architectural work for a variety of private and commercial clients. Fred Crist also creates
contemporary sculpture and photography shown in galleries around the world. You can check out his
work at: www.facristmetalsmith.com
The event will be held at Eric’s shop, just like last year: 8341 Black Dog Alley, Easton, MD 21601
Cost per person will be $60. After 12-28-22 the cost is $80. Sunday only price is $20.00.
For more info contact - MASA: Pat Harvey - 8341 Black Dog Alley, Easton, MD 21601
pharvey601@gmail.com - 410 – 822 - 2418
or go online and get the form - http://www.masasmiths.org/news/
Pennsylvania Striker November 2021
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October Meeting at Artisans of the Anvil
October’s meeting got a litle buggy so to speak. Since the Iron
Master item was an insect, Andrew decided to have a demonstration
of an ant sculpture he had sceen in the Czech Republic.
In addition to the demonstration he showed members around his
shop and talked about various jobs that they were currently working
on. Several large gates for churches in New York and a giant
squid... Yes a giant squid. Personally I’m lookiong forward to the
finished pictures of that project.
Josh Nyemscek was the Iron Master of the Day and we also had a
new member that was eager to get to hammering!
As always, Thanks very much to Andrew for opening his shop and
letting PABA invade for a day!
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Here are some of the photos of the ant making process.
Even though the ant wasn’t very large in terms of a
sculpture, a lot of different techniques were used to create it.
After shaping the body, holes were punched and drifted for
rivits that held the legs and eyes on.

Photo by Brian LeGrand
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Spring Fuller
by Andrew Molinaro
A spring fuller can be a very helpful tool.
The radius impressed into hot metal makes
a clean transition from thick to thin without
requirement of tight hammer control or filing/
sanding. Easy enough to make with the help
of a welder, the tool does its job well and
is easy to replace as it wears. Using a leg
vise to hold, this style of spring fuller doesn’t
require fitting to a specific hardy hole making
it an easy gift. I have made 10 which I will
be giving away to anyone interested at the
gallery meeting this coming December.

Here are two quick forgings made much easier with the use of
a spring fuller:
1. Simple reduced stock hook – (two versions large and
small)
a. Take flat bar and fuller approximately the width of the
stock back from end.
b. Draw out the further end to a point. This can be tricky
since your hammer will sometimes hit the wider section
of stock, offsetting the fullered section. When this
happens flip the stock and hit the opposite way to correct.
Keep it hot as this action can cause stress fractures
c. Roll hook tip, quench only the rolled tip and back bend
for hook section.
6

Pennsylvania Striker November 2021

d. Hot cut and drill for screw.

2. Forged leaf
a. Using half inch round stock, forge square point. Remember to keep point fairly short as this makes the
leaf more rounded.
b. Fuller just before taper. Make sure to make neck thin but not too thin. Too thick and you lose the nice
curves from dimensional change. Too thin and it will be weak and not support the weight of the leaf
section during the neck draw down process.
c. Draw neck over the edge of the
anvil. Leave end hanging over far
side of anvil and make sure to not
allow to bend over-much. Repeated
bending of the thin neck part will
cause cracking and brittleness,
especially when too cool.
d. Flatten leaf on anvil angling
hammer left and right to create a
center bevel line.

Pennsylvania Striker November 202
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ABANA Iron to Art Festival - Gary Rhoads
In October, ABANA held a festival at their new home in Johnstown, PA. Gary Rhoads attended and
was kind enough to share some of his photos of the festival happenings, ABABA’s new location and the
Center for Metal Arts buildings.
Attached are some photos of just a few of the
pieces on display in Johnstown’s Discovery Center.
These pieces, from U.S. as well as international
entries include a set of dividers made by John
Stitzer of Black Bear Forge we’re all made as part
of the 150mm Challenge started by an instructor in
England. Create what you can from a piece 150mm
x 20mm x 20mm.

The CMA tour was
from 5:00 pm to about
6:30 Friday.
It was the first time
I had been there and it was VERY
impressive. The class area is in
what used to be the pattern shop for
Cambria Iron. This area is also used
for R&D by CMA. They have several
smaller hammers
in that area but the
3000 pounder in
the Smith Shop was
the one everyone
wanted to see.
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I was fascinated watching what Bruce Jerrell
did with steel tubing. Learned that when
compressing the tubing, it does not elongate
as solid steel would. This guy had lots of
tooling there and that was apparently just a
small part of his inventory.
Bruce Jerrell (Dr.)
is now Provost(?)
of Univ. MDBaltimore. An
accomplished
kidney surgeon,
no PhD but MD,
he is a very
down to earth
unassuming
individual.

Peter Ross and Eve (apprentice at Williamsburg) were there in the Historic Tent. View inside the
train station where members pieces were displayed. I counted six of Andrew Molinaro’s but was told
there were others as well. Frank Turley’s forge, recently
purchased by ABANA from the Turley family was on what
may be permanent display.
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Regional Blacksmithing Classes
Adirondack Folk School - www.adirondackfolkschool.org • P.O. Box 2 • Lake Luzerne • NY 12846 • 518-696-2400 • info@
AdirondackFolkSchool.org
Appalachian Center for Craft - 1560 Craft Center Drive • Smithville, TN 37166 • 931-372-3051 or 615-597-6801
www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops/
Augusta Heritage Center - augustaartsandculture.org • 100 Campus Drive • Elkins, WV 26241 • 304-637-1287

*NEW* Bryn Athyn College - www.brynathyn.edu/department/building-arts • 2945 College Drive • Bryn Athyn, PA 19009
• 267-502-6000 • jkline@brynathyn.edu
Cedar Lakes - http://www.cedarlakes.com/craft-workshops/ • HC 88, Box 21 • Ripley, WV 25271 • 304-372-7873
Center for Metal Arts - www.centerformetalarts.com • 106 Iron St • Johnstown, PA 15906 • 814.418.0409
contact@centerformetalarts.org
Clifton Forge School of the Arts - www.cfsota.org • 518 Church Street • Clifton Forge, VA 24422 • 540-862-7275
cfsota@lumos.net
Floyd Center for the Arts - www.floydartcenter.org • 220 Parkway Lane, South • Floyd, VA. 24091 • 540-745-2784
John C. Campbell Folk School - www.folkschool.org • 1 Folk School Rd • Brasstown, North Carolina 28902
1.800.FOLK.SCH (365.5724)
Ms Caitlin’s School - 26 West All Saints St. - Frederick, MD 21701 - www.mscaitlinsschool.com
301-246-2248 - to schedule an appointment - Info@mscaitlinsschool.com
National Ornamental Metal Museum - www.metalmuseum.org • 374 Metal Museum Drive • Memphis, TN 38106
901-774-6380 or 1-877-881-2326 • info@metalmuseum.org
New England School of Metalwork - www.newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com • 7 Albiston Way • Auburn, Maine 04210
207-777-6211 Toll Free 888-753-7502 • dglaser@newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com
Peters Valley Craft Center - www.petersvalley.org • 19 Kuhn Road • Layton, NJ 07851 • 973-948-5200
info@petersvalley.org
Rochester ARC + Flame Center - www.rocafc.com • 125 Fed Ex Way • Rochester, NY 14624 • 585-349-7110
info@rocafc.com
Touchstone Center for Crafts - 1049 Wharton Furnace Rd • Farmington, PA 15437 • 724-329-1370 or 800-721-0177
www.touchstonecrafts.org/workshops • info@touchstonecrafts.org
Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing - 200 West Twelfth St. • Waynesboro, VA 22980 • 434-960-9718 • www.vablacksmithing.org
Randy McDaniel, Classes, author of “A Blacksmithing Primer” • 1044 Spielman Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
rams4g@msn.com

Member Offered Blacksmithing Classes
Dave Fisher • Blacksmith Classes • Fisher Forge • 572 Saint Michaels Rd. Hamburg, PA 19526
610-504-8060 • fforge@early.com
Allen Schaeffer • Beginner Blacksmithing Classes • Learn the basics one on one • Email gift certificates
available • FurnaceCreekForge@comcast.net • 484.651.9402 • www.FurnaceCreekForge.com
Martha Moore Westbrook • Jewelry & Metalsmithing Classes • caersidi@earthlink.net • 610-730-6216
Goggleworks Center for the Arts, Reading PA: www.goggleworks.org
The Baum School of Art, Allentown, PA: www.baumschool.org
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Suppliers
Eggerling Damascus - Specializing in Mosaic Blade & Bolster Material
			
Robert Eggerling 610-682-6836 - www.eggerlingdamascus.com
Forge Burners - Stephen Gensheimer - Reading, PA - 609-731-1772

Reese’s Coal- Blacksmithing Coal - 53 Church Road - Quarryville, PA 17566 - 717-786-3375 (please call for hours)
Elligson Trucking - Freeland, MD 21053 - Blacksmithing coal - 410-357-5720 - https://elligsontrucking.com/index.html
Martin’s Ag Service - Blacksmith Coal - 717.354.4996 - 338 Grist Mill Rd, New Holland, Pa Coopersburg Bagging - 551 Springfield Street, Coopersburg, PA - 610.282.2376. Normally sells coal by the ton, but
sometimes has less than ton lots in 50# bags.
Fisher Coal Co. - English Center, PA - 570-337-5764 - Blacksmith coal sales
Mellinger Elvin E.& Sons - Blacksmith Coal - 117 Long Lane, Lancaster, PA 17603 - 717-464-3822
Reifsnyders Ag Center - 7180 Bernville Rd Bernville, PA - 610-488-0667 - Blacksmithing coal
Weaverland Valley Coal - 170 Ranks Church Rd, New Holland, PA 17557 - 717-4454488
Blacksmithing Books - Blue Moon Press - Blue Moon Rd, Huntingdon, PA 16652 - 866-627-6922 - www.bluemoonpress.org
Metalworking Books - The Astragal Press - 5 Cold Hill Road - Mendham, NJ 07945 - 973-543-3045 - www.AstragalPress.com
Kayne and Son Custom Hardware, Inc. “World’s Finest Blacksmithing Tools and Equipment at the Best Prices.”
100 Daniel Ridge Rd. - Candler NC 28715 - Phone: 828-667-8868 • www.kayneandson.com
GTS Gas - Gas & Welding Supplies - gtsgas.com- locations all over PA and the country - 1-800-942-1148
KEEN Compressed Gas Co. - Welding supplies & equipment. - Wilmington, DE - 800-533-6427 - www.keengas.com
Rubin Steel - new and used steel for purchase - 1430 Fruitville Pike, Lancaster PA 17601 - (717) 397-3613
www.rubinsteel.com - admin@rubinsteel.com
SAHD Metal Recycling & Sales - www.recycleyourmetal.com
1045 Lancaster Avenue, Columbia, PA 17512 - 717-684-8506 - dan@recycleyourmetal.com
Steel and Metal Liquidators LLC, - www.shopmetal.com - 407 Old Airport Rd. - New Castle, DE 19720 - 302-322-9960 &
1584 Bunting Street - Pottsville, PA 17901- 570-391-0141
Rivets - Various sizes and metals, also screws and other fasteners. R. J. Leahy Company, 1475 Yosemite Avenue, San
Fransico, CA 94124 - www.rjleahy.com • Phone 1-800-514-4106
Larry Zoeller - Forge building info and Supplies. Phone: 502 439-0812 - Zoeller Forge, 7509 Geswein Rd., Lanesville, IN 47136
zman59@earthlink.net - http://zoellerforge.com
Custom Forge Aprons - FORGE-APRONS.com - (575) 313-4650 - 1373 S. Powell Dr., Kanab, UT 84741
Page Belting Company - 104 High Street - Boscawen, NH 03303 - www.pagebelting.com - leather belting and gaskets
Brown Engineering Co. - 2135 North 13th Street, Reading, PA 19604 - brownengco.com - 610-929-0909 - Distributer of
mechanical parts, lubricants and supplies.
Cattail Foundry - 167 W. Cattail Road Gordonville, PA 17529 - Amish owned metal foundry. Produces castings from nearly
any pattern or part you supply.
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1370 New Danville Pike
L a n c a s t e r, PA 1 7 6 0 3

PABA Membership Application

2022 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) $25

www.pabasite.org

	Name__________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
	City __________________ State _____ Zip ___________
Telephone # __________________ E-mail_______________________________
Do you have any particular skills (welder, accountant, carpenter, doctor) that may be
helpful to the group or membership? __________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Please circle your skill level... Beginner

Intermediate Advanced

Professional

PayPal option - Pabapaypal@gmail.com (Use friends & family option)

Make Checks payable to PABA. Send completed application and $25 (one year)
to: PABA Treasurer - Marcy Olimpi - 310 W. Chelton Road - Brookhaven, PA 19015
Cash ____ Check # _____ PayPal ____
				

New Member after June		
June-Dec. price $10 _____

Thanks to the following for
their contribution or assistance
to the Striker.
Andrew Molinaro
Gary Rhoads
Brian LeGrand
Mark Smith
I apologize if anyone was missed, it was
not my intention.

PABA USE

New Member $25____

PABA-PA-ArtistBlacksmiths-Association

Renewal $25 ____

