
Spring 2020
Next Meeting Date: Saturday, August 8th

Regional Meeting at the Center for Metal Arts 
August 8th, 2020

WOW! It seems like its been forever and a day since the last meeting.  It was way back in February 
when we all dreamed of a coming spring and brighter days... Well we know how that worked out so far.  
Two meetings canceled; BUT, August is coming and so is the big meeting with the big hammer.

As of the writing of this article, we are still a go for August!  There is more information inside this edition 
about the event, location and demonstrators.  Since all the things that were figured out have now 
been blown up... We’re hammering out some additional details and everyone will be informed as soon 
as possible.  PABA will still be the event sponsor and we still plan on letting it open to any regional 
blacksmiths that wish to attend.  We may be asking those planning to attend to RSVP so we can keep 
within whatever limits are in place for gatherings at the time.  Tailgating space is available.  We will NOT 
be having and Iron in the Hat, however, donations for the silent auction items are welcome.

There are a lot of articles about the Center.  If you have internet access, there are lots of good info and 
pictures of the venue, plus stop by their website for more info, https://centerformetalarts.org .   Also as 
some of you have seen, this will most likely be the future site of ABANA’s home office.  

Photo: Patrick Quinn

Editors Notes:
This is a double issue as promised.  The Board is still 
working on many items as mentioned in various notes 
inside.  Bare with us and we’ll try to sort things out for 
the best of the group.  Enjoy the articles and extra how-
to’s. Be sure to look for a smaller newsletter or email 
coming out around the beginning of July with the final 
details about the event.

Thanks,
Keith
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     Hello all, I just want to say sorry.  This Covid19 hit and messed us 
all up a bit.  I wasn’t exempt from a reaction and it definitely interfered 
with my PABA plans.  Totally threw me off and must have affected a 
lot of us, the whole organization just kind of stopped for a bit.
     We were set up for one the most exciting years in my time with 
the organization.  Goggle works was gonna be a lot of fun.  An iron 
pour and blacksmithing at a well attended artist hangout?  C’mon! 
That got cancelled.  I spoke with the admin there early on and they 
had already closed the facility.   Then we had the Abana conference 
cancel?  2nd time it has been near us and gotten cancelled.  
Remember NY?  Cant remember if it was 2008 or 2010 but it was 
quite the disappointment.   Sadly, at the time of me writing this, the 
board has decided to cancel Blacksmith Days at Dry Run.  The Park 
will be closed to all but hikers and isn’t planning on re-evaluating till 
July 4th.  While we may be able to run a event, the limit to the number 
of attendees in a specific area is low enough to dissuade us from 
going forward.  Additionally, we aren’t able to determine 100% that we 
would be allowed at all.  That made our decision.    
     So lets all hope that Johnstown will happen.  That will be a 
great time and I know the shop there is large enough for us to stay 
separated and still all go.  Fingers are crossed.
     In the meantime, I hope all of you who have your own shops have 
been busy.  Either commissioned work, work to prepare for future 
shows, or just your own personal projects.  I have quietly enjoyed the 
break from always feeling behind.  Several weeks of just forging.  No 
interruptions, no installs, hardly any calls.  It was wonderful (don’t tell 
anyone).  While I am sad for the heartache and difficulty anyone has 
had from this epidemic, I do hope many of you have managed to have 
silver linings.  If any of those silver linings have resulted in new works, 
or new ways of doing things, consider sharing them on our PABA FB 
page.  We would love to see your work.
     So until we see each other again, lets all keep smithing, think up 
new cool projects, stay safe, and be well my friends.     

Andrew Molinaro

LIBRARY ISSUES
Bill Pursel had checked out a new book "Foldforming" from the 
library last June. He brought it to check it in, but the library was not 
a that meeting. Someone saw the book he had and asked if Bill 
could pass it on to them. Bill can't remember who he gave the book 
to, so if you have the book, please let the library know, so Bill can 
sleep better at night! 

 Thank you,
"The Library"

In addition to this... We are looking for a replacement 
Librarian.  
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Event Calendar 

PABA CALENDAR 2020
Oct. 10 - Andrew Molinaro’s - Stroudsburg, PA

Dec. 12 - Gallery Meeting, Paradise, PA
Iron Master Item: Holiday Item (different from prior years)

PABA

TOON
by Mark Smith

PABA TOON
by Mark Smith

PABA Meeting Concerns
In addition to the great cartoons this edition, Mark Smith also 
sent a letter with his thoughts and concerns about future PABA 
meetings in regards to the current health situation.  I’ll apologize 
that I have to paraphrase because of space limitations, but then I 
can address a few of the items as well.

His feelings were that PABA should adhere to the guidelines 
provided the government as to the ability to have a meeting and 
how many should be allowed to gather.  His concerns are how we 
can monitor the numbers of people and the health of those that 
attend.  Sanitation of the common areas we all use, coffee/food 
areas and bathrooms should be addressed.  He also wondered 
if we could provide masks along with safety glasses and ear 
protection.  Finally, as a individual blacksmith and group what 
responsibilities do we have to members and the public?  Should 
we turn away people if the meeting gets to large or if they might 
be more vulnerable?  He asked what the board may be thinking.

To address some of the individual questions:  We will be following 
the guidelines for the location we have an event.  We will be asking members that are coming to use masks as needed 
and HIGHLY stressing that if you are not feeling well to please stay home.  As he noted, we do have a good number 
of members that are high risk and no one wishes to pass anything onto them.  The issue of having masks available 
should be simple enough if we can find a supply and that’s the same for sanitation, have hand sanitizer and cleaning 

sprays available.

The meetings themselves and how we monitor 
the numbers and individuals attending... As 
noted we’ve already canceled two this year.  
We’re working with CMA for August to figure 
out capacities and a way to govern the number 
of people allowed in different areas at the site 
and also an overall number cap.  Most likely 
we’ll ask that those planning to attend register 
and receive a ticket or confirmation, then we 
will have to cut it off at some point.  We are 
also looking into the ability to live stream the 
event via Facebook.  CMA does have wifi but 
the logistics and streaming capacity are being 
looked at still.

Above all, we as a group need to look at the 
big picture.  We don’t want to spread sickness 
among out members and we don’t want to lose 
members because they see no value in the 
group due to our inactivity.  The Board will do its 
best to put a meeting plan in place and let those 
attending know about the details well in advance.  
Each member should be responsible for them-
selves and their personal health as well.

PABA TOONby Mark Smith



Bronson Reedy’s - Old Glory Metalworking
 A long time ago in a normal world there once was a Blacksmith meeting held in Reinholds at very 
nice shop owned by Bronson Reedy.  No this is not the beginning of a fairy tail... It actually happened 
way back in February!
 The meeting was a huge success.  I could end this article right there with that one sentence, 
but I won’t just incase anyone that missed going wants a report.  PABA had several demonstrators 
throughout the day all working on different items and skills.  We also had a HUGE Iron in the Hat 
courtesy of the Tom Tyson Estate in addition to part one of the silent auction of his larger tools. 
 The auction and the IITH helped fund our group for the rest of the year, including the sponsoring 
of the August meeting and usage of the 3000lb hammer.  Many thanks to those folks that bid, (and 
bid some more!) on the items and spent lots on tickets as well.  Another special thank you to Bronson 
Reedy, Steve Gensheimer, Allen Schaeffer, Stan Newcomer, Gary Rhoads and all the others that put 
in extra effort to help organize all the items and details for the day.  NOTE:  Gary asked all those that 
brought IITH items to hold them until the next meeting at which we’ll have the IITH. That meeting is now 
October’s, who knew!  We’ll also be having the final Silent Auction in October or December.
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Demonstrations were happening all days 
as I mentioned, Unfortunately I was pulled 
away a few times and missed some of the 
key points.  Allen started us off with a bottle 
opener demo  followed by a basket twist. 
Andrew, with some striking assistance from 
Bronson, finished the day with tips and 
techniques to fuller and scroll elements in 
your creations.  
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The mid-day demonstration was done by Steve on Bronson’s power hammer.  He started by telling 
about some of the styles and history of power hammers and then about hammer safety.  Try to use a 
thinner 1/4” handle, strong enough to hold the tool but also light and doesn’t transfer energy to your 
hand. Avoid standing in front of the tongs because kickback is possible. Never use your hands or fingers 
under the head at any time; place dies with tongs.  He was kind enough to draw up a few basic tools 
everyone should have if they own a hammer.  He covered a good variety, punches and bolsters, flatters, 
clamp cages for your hammer’s anvil, chain link jaw tongs for better grip, spring swages, v-block tapers 
and possibly a few I missed.

Above: Anvil tool cage, making a v-block lower tool and using the v-block with a flatter
Below: Punch & Bolster,  using round stock as a fuller and showing off!

The meeting also had a great turn out for the Iron 
Master of the Day (shop tool or jig) and the display 
table as well.  Brian Ruff was the IMD winner with his 
decorative inside/outside caliper.  The pictures on the 
next page are just a few of the many IMD and rotating 
display table items.  I apologize that I didn’t get more 
names (or forgot them since I didn’t get a  chance to 
write them down).  We’ll have to put paper slips on the 
tables in the future so individuals can put their names 
and info about each piece.
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Brian’s winning item

Larry Long spent some 
time explaining the use of 
some of the tools and jigs 

The drinking 
horns and 
candle stick 
are from Jerry 
Anderson. 

Andrew brought 
several items and 
Josh Nyemscek 
made, I believe 
the upper right 
deer mount.  We 
definitely need 
to have notes 
and names in the 
future.
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Colonial Woodworking Items Made by Blacksmiths
By Don Plummer

I once had the opportunity to photographically document an extensive 
collection of American colonial blacksmith made items. Many of these pieces 
address various areas of woodworking and I thought you might enjoy seeing 
some of them. Most are relatively primitive and reflect a time in our nation’s 
history when a simple struggle to survive and succeed far over-shadowed a 
need for beauty and art. 

These pieces are all from the collection of James C. Sorber of Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Sorber was a collector of antiques for most of his 94 
years. His focus has been on well made signed and dated blacksmithed 
items. 

The blacksmith was more likely to be called into service to meet a 
woodworking need that dealt with the basic process of lumbering, house 
building and farming. Cutting trees and clearing land occupied much of 
our early settlers time. A few entries in a blacksmith’s daybook, also in the 
Sorber collection, record some of these activities. These are for one Joshua 
Wilton for the year 1807.
To lay a steel on a wedge 4s6d.
To mend a clevis & a new clevis ring 1s.
To sharp a coulter & bands for an axletree 1s2d.
To point a share & lay dung fork prongs 5s
To shut 2 links & 2 new links his iron 1s4d

 These decorated wedges are from Southeastern Pennsylvania and reflect the 
artistic craftsmanship so often found in the wares produced by the early German 
settlers of this area. These “Pennsylvania Dutch” now known as the Amish, 
decorated many of their most mundane items with religious symbolism and 
imaginative artwork.  

Although the early immigrants faced many problems one of the most significant 
was the scarcity of good quality steel.  They desperately needed strong durable 
tools that would help them cut wood, plow the earth and build houses. The 
essential element of high quality, heat-hardening steel is carbon. The process 
of introducing and controlling the carbon content of steel did not really come 
into discovery and use until after the American Civil War. Early colonial iron was relatively soft because it 

contained little or no carbon and had much siliceous slag included in its 
composition. 

Consequently it was a common blacksmithing practice at this time to 
only forge weld on a small piece of steel where it was most needed. 
Most edge tools such as axes, knives, plane steels and drawknives, to 
name a few, all had welded on edges. 

A tool frequently produced by most regional blacksmiths was the 
common froe. Its construction is quite simple and requires simply a 
wrapped and welded eye and a beveled edge. Interestingly, most froes 
that I have seen did not have steel edges. This device was used to split 
or rive wood that was used for shingles, barrels, buckets, siding, lath 
and other relatively short length boards. The straight-grained, knot free 
chestnut, oak and pine wood of the primeval American forests could be 
conveniently split into long, smooth boards.

After riving out wood with the froe the next step often involved smoothing 
and shaping with drawknives and scorps.  Blacksmiths made many draw 
knives. Many craftsmen were proud of their work and frequently stamped

Peavey, wedge & hewing or broad axe

Various sized froes



Pennsylvania Striker Spring 2020                    9

their name or initials on their products. The top drawknife 
is stamped “1818” and is 17 inches long, the center is 
stamped “H.S.HERSH and the bottom, “J.L.WILLIAMS”.  
Edged items such as these drawknives required that the 
colonial blacksmith learn something about the heat treating 
of steel. These “steeled” tools require hardening and then 
tempering by color in order to provide a sharp, lasting 
edge.

I had an opportunity to observe a plane steel in which 
the owner complained of not being able to keep the edge 
sharp. It had, in fact, been worn and sharpened past the 
steel and into the soft wrought iron. 

Most iron during this period came from local blast furnaces 
and bloomeries. Every state had dozens of furnaces 
that smelted various forms of iron ore with charcoal and 

limestone. Their remains are still to be found. Good quality steel, however, usually came from abroad. 

This collection of various tools demonstrates two other 
frequently encountered aspects of colonial blacksmiths: 
conservation and creativity. Several of these chisels and 
gouges have been made from worn-out files. Precious steel 
and iron was used over and over again. Many tools in the 
Sorber collection have obviously been made from discarded 
horseshoes and wagon wheels. Today we can pick up a ton of 
steel along most any busy highway. It was not always so. 

Many blacksmiths labored in near seclusion from the world 
around them. They had to be creative and find their own 
solutions to the needs of their customers. Their were no books, 
magazines or ‘how to’ TV programs to show them the way.  
They learned from their masters or figured it out for themselves.  
We, then, find many unique tools. The mortising chisel and the 
double bladed chisel above reflect some long-gone blacksmith’s 
solution to a need. Sometimes their ideas were good...
sometimes not. 

Many items required finer finishing then that derived for froe 
and drawknife. Tools to provide a finer finish, usually at the workbench, were then needed. Blacksmiths made 
many devices to help the woodworker in this regard.

There is little doubt that the colonial blacksmith labored 
long in arduous hours at the forge. But it is pleasant to 
note that they still found time for occasional frivolity. The 
whimsical item to the left is a very well made inside/
outside caliper.
The Colonial period is aptly named though today we 
seldom think of it in terms of colonies. America was 
primarily settled to provide raw materials to the mother 
country and to generate an added market for their 
goods. A great deal of the early settlers’ possessions 
came from England, France, Spain, etc. They continued 
to purchase tools from their mother country until well 
after the Revolutionary War.

Drawknives

Miscellaneous tools

Calipers and dividers
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There is usually a distinct difference in the items produced abroad in that they are better  made and likely to 
reflect decorative elements provided simply for appearance. This very attractive pair of French dividers, for 
example, has a punched heart and delicate file work. Early Americans did not have time for such luxury. Nor did 
we have the long classical blacksmithing tradition and experience as existed on the continent. Additionally, many 
blacksmiths also had to work a farm, build houses, 
work in mills and, as noted from another blacksmiths 
day book in the Sorber collection, be the town 
postmaster. Few were the early blacksmiths who 
worked only at their craft. They would have been 
rare in the first two centuries

As the country developed and the population 
moved past a simple subsistence level, blacksmiths 
became more skilled and more specialized in their 
products. Some became toolmakers, bladesmiths, 
whitesmiths, sawmakers, gunsmiths and many other 
derivative crafts.  This very attractive squirrel cage 
brace and bit is most likely the product of a Civil  War period blacksmith. 

The hammer heads shown in several different perspectives reflect also 
the scarcity of good quality steel. These are made of wrought iron but a 
small, relatively thin square of steel is forge welded on to the hammer 
face. In the forge welding process the hammer head and the steel are 
both fluxed and brought up to a welding heat that is almost white hot 
and sparking. They are quickly brought together in matched position and 
lightly hammered. With both surfaces at a molten state they are firmly 

joined as one. But it is a tricky 
maneuver requiring experience, 
speed and skill. 

A significant amount of this country’s early tools were made not by 
blacksmiths but by those who simply had a forge available to them. The 
resourceful settler was capable of farming, carpentry, blacksmithing, 
butchering, pottery making, weaving, sewing, masonry and a multitude of 
crafts. Often all embodied in one individual. Many, many of the early farms also 
had a forge and anvil at beck and call. Though probably not especially skilled 
they got the job done. They made the hammers, drawknives, chains, hinges, 
planes, knives, wagon wheels and whatever else might be required. Quite an 
impressive array of skills. 

The ever-resourceful blacksmith found many ways to meet a 
need. These items are dowel and tenon makers. They were 
sturdily fastened and a previously split square of wood was 
driven through the appropriately sized hole. 

These items are all hand made by American blacksmiths. They 
are beginning to reflect a higher level of skill and intricacy 
then previously existed. Just as individuals become more 
experienced and skilled, so do nations.

Blacksmithing has come and gone and come again. Today 
there are many active blacksmiths all over the world. There is 
the Artists Blacksmiths’ Association of North America (ABANA) 
and almost every state has at least one of their own chapters. There is also a wealth of recent material in book 
and video as well.  There is very likely a quietly laboring blacksmith not far from your house. 

The entire Sorber collection is documented in the book “Colonial Wrought Iron, the Sorber Collection” 
written by Don Plummer and published by Skipjack Press.
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Spearheads I:
The Anglo-Saxon Spearhead

Demonstration by Bruce "Atli" Blackistone
Wednesday December 11, 2002 - Anvilfire.com

The idea behind this demonstration is to forge a spearhead in such a fashion as would be practical for 
the original Anglo-Saxon smith, using simple tools and materials. (In part II we will demonstrate sev-
eral �quick and dirty� methods for forging generic spearheads, and there are many methods besides 
those.) This session is devoted to how it MIGHT have been done a thousand or more years ago. Since 
there is always a lot of enthusiasm from novice blacksmiths and re-enactors for this sort of thing we will 
start from the beginning.

1) Using a 1/2” (12.7 mm) bar of lower medium carbon steel (40 pts. would be ideal) 
taper and scarf about 4” (10.16 cm) of one end for faggot welding.

2) Cut about 2/3 through on the underside of the bar on the hardy.

3) Fold over and faggot weld back on itself. This is for the socket.

4) With a cross or straight peen hammer, 
start spreading the socket in a flair. An occa-
sional work-over with a ball peen will help to thin the metal.

5) Use a narrow fuller up near the “pointy” end to thin and create a 
pocket. (You can also clamp a thin fuller in a vise and hammer the 
stock down on it.)

6) The socket should start to take a fan 
shape. You may want to make a pa-
per template (spindle fitted, wrapping 

paper around the proposed shaft) and draw the pattern on your anvil or a piece of plate 
or sheet metal. Anglo-Saxon spear shafts are thin, almost always under 1” ( 25.4 mm) 
and down to �” (12.7 mm). I usually aim for �” (19 mm), which, times pi, gives a 
base measurement for the bottom of the spread socket of a bit less than 2 �” (5.7 cm) but you may want to leave 
some leeway. This is also a good time to profile the socket, since some edges may be a little rough. These may be 
evened up by forging, filing or grinding.

7) Start rounding-in the socket on the anvil, forcing it closed. If you have a swage block, 
this can be handy, but you can also lightly crimp the middle of the socket on the anvil 
step to get it 
started.

8) The only tool you might have to custom-make is a socket bick. Mine was formed from an alignment tool, 
picked up at the flea market. I forged the back end to fit the hardy hole and then bent it to a right angle using a 
long pipe sized to near the point of the bend. (Useful wrenches, pipes.)

Note: Use a 5.5 ft 
shaft for a physical 
distancing tool.



9) Buck the socket with a heavy hammer and close it up with another hammer. When shy a helper, I’ve braced the 
cold end against my chest on the leather apron. (Useful folks, helpers.) The socket bick is also useful for opening 
the socket if you’ve rounded-in too tight.

10) The socket should look something like this. So much for the 
hard part.

11) Fuller down the corners ahead of the socket to a nice round or 
octagonal. DON’T OVERDO IT!

12) Ready to work on the “pointy” end.

13) Proceed 4-5” (10-12.7 cm) beyond the neck and cut off on the hardy from both sides to 
start forming a point. Note that the socket slit should be at a right angle to the plane of the 
blade.
 
14) Draw out and flatten the blade according to taste. A leaf-shaped 
profile seems to come naturally. If you’re somewhat inexperienced 
“forge thick and grind thin”, using files (slow but sure) or grinders 
(fast but tricky, especially grinding wheels) for shaping. 

Remember- you can forge too thin.

15) One method for drawing down the sides into an edge is to 
hammer with one side of the blade off the anvil. (The Russian pattern anvils, with the 
cut-away heel, are useful for this.)

16) This shows a cross section to be aimed for. Interestingly 
enough, African tanged spears use this same form.

17) One method to make a “strickened” or indented profile seen 
on some spearheads is to prepare a special fuller and hammer 
each “wing” of the spearhead down over it. A good blow with a heavy sledge may do the 
trick, especially to get it established. The bigger the profile of the fuller, the more force that 
will be required. These shops didn’t run without a large labor pool, so hammer men would 
have been available for some extra persuasion.

18) The head was attached to the shaft (ash preferred, but they also used hazel, willow, 
and a variety of whatever-was-handy) by a metal pin or rivet. I prefer a pin, since it can be 
pulled out to simplify the changing of the shaft when the spear was broken, and it seems 
to be what is depicted in numerous contemporary manuscripts. Be sure that the holes are 
aligned through the middle of the socket and at right angles to the socket slit and the axis 
of the blade and shaft.

ATLI
  In the 21st century I just insert the carved-down spear shaft, put it in a wooden V-block under the 
drill press, and run a pilot hole, one size smaller than the pin, through socket walls and shaft. Then I drill the holes 
of the socket walls to pin size, giving a tight fit to the pin through the wood. The pin can also be bent fore or aft to 
provide grip, and this, too, seems to be shown on some manuscripts.
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The Pennsylvania 
Artist Blacksmiths’ Association 

invites you to meet your neighbors at a
Pennsylvania Blacksmiths and Beyond

Regional Meeting
Held at the 

Center for Metal Arts
106 Iron St.,  Johnstown, PA 15906

August 8, 2020
9 AM start time and hammering all day!

Cost: FREE - PABA will be covering the costs for the demonstrations and the use of 
the CMA facilities. If you are able... Bring something for the Iron in the Hat/Silent Auction 
or a little extra cash to try and win something.

CMA Directors Patrick Quinn and Dan Neville will be leading the blacksmith demonstra-
tions throughout the day, featuring the 3,000 lb Chambersburg Power Hammer. 

The property will be open for you to explore as well.
Tailgating space will be available.

COVID19 UPDATE - Please make sure to check back on 
our Facebook page and website for updated information.  

Due to possible health regulations, a pre-registration 
maybe needed to attend.  PABA will follow all local health 

recommendations for its meetings.

pabasite.org

centerformetalarts.org



The Event Info - so far...
Patrick Quinn, Dan Neville and their crews will be the 
days demonstrators featuring the 3000 lb. Hammer 
pictured below. The idea is to forge large items on 
the big hammer and have another crew working on 
smaller pieces in the regular shop.  By the end of the 
day everything will be connected into some type of 
sculpture.

About Patrick:
With a passion for sculpture and education Patrick 
uses forging as a vehicle to express himself sculptural 
and uses toolmaking and teaching as a way to share 
what he find so intrinsic about metalworking with his 
students.  With a firm belief in “quality work starts 
with quality tooling,” Pat uses this philosophy to forge 
the best possible tooling for the Center for Metal 
Arts and himself.  Trying to give all the students the 
best quality education is atop his priority list and he 
works tirelessly to try to make the Center for Metal 
Arts the best forging classroom it can be. Pat’s 
sculpture is a mix of technique driven, and expressive 
forgings.  Often inspired by Joinery techniques, he 
uses these as an outlet for sculptural and a way to 
join together contemporary forgings.  Exercising a 
keen eye for design and developing work through 
both form and line,  Pat is dawn to simple forgings, 
and building work with multiples.  Reliant on design 
and composition, his work combines clean forgings 
with carefully contemplated construction. Patrick J. 
Quinn is the executive director at the Center for Metal 
Arts in Johnstown Pa. where he teaches the resident 
blacksmithing classes and coordinates the visiting 
artist workshops. Pat has taught blacksmithing, 
fabrication, and tool making at Southern Illinois 
University, Hereford College of the arts, The Penland 
School of Craft, The Haystack Mountain School of 
Crafts, and The Adirondack Folk School. Patrick 
is a 2015 Niche award winner and has work in the 
Evansville IN Museum of Art and science permanent 
collection. His work has been featured in juried exhibitions such as “Transitions” (Belgium), and “Forge” 
contemporary forged metal design (UK), “Craft Forms”, “43rd Mid States Craft Exhibition”, “New York 
Silver, Then and Now”(Museum of the City of New York) and “Metal in Motion” (National Ornamental Metal 
Museum). http://www.patrickjquinn.com/

About Dan:
Dan Neville received his BFA in metalsmithing from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan and recently 
his MFA degree in metalsmithing at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. Dan has taught at numerous 
schools and universities including the University of Gothenburg in Sweden, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, and Austin Community College in Texas. Dan has exhibited his work extensively at venues 
such as the Metal Museum in Tennessee, the Evansville Museum in Indiana, and the Tsubame Industrial 
Materials Museum in Japan. Dan has been awarded several research grants through the Windgate 
Foundation and is a 2016 Niche Award finalist. 

If you plan to stay the weekend, here 
are a few local places to stay.

Super 8 by Wyndham Johnstown
627 Solomon Run Rd, Johnstown, PA 15904
Super8Johnstown.guestreservations.com
Phone: (814) 535-5600

Econo Lodge Johnstown Downtown
www.choicehotels.com
430 Napoleon Place, Johnstown, PA 15901
(814) 536-5414

Holiday Inn Johnstown-Downtown
www.ihg.com
250 Market Street, Johnstown, PA 15901
(814) 535-7777

Quality Inn & Suites
www.choicehotels.com
455 Theatre Dr., Johnstown, PA 15904
(814) 266-3678

Sleep Inn
www.choicehotels.com
453 Theatre Dr., Johnstown, PA 15904
(814) 262-9292

Blue Knob State Park Campground
Campground
124 Park Rd, Imler, PA 16655
(814) 276-3576

Cambria County Duman Park
Campground
157 County Park Rd, Ebensburg, PA 15931
(814) 948-6247
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REGIONAL BLACkSMIThING CLASSES
Adirondack Folk School - www.adirondackfolkschool.org • P.O. Box 2 • Lake Luzerne • NY 12846 •  518-696-2400 • info@
AdirondackFolkSchool.org 

Appalachian Center for Craft - 1560 Craft Center Drive • Smithville, TN  37166 •  931-372-3051 or 615-597-6801 
www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops/ 

Augusta heritage Center - augustaheritagecenter.org • 100 Campus Drive • Elkins, WV 26241 • 304-637-1287

Carroll County Farm Museum - Blacksmith Guild of Central Maryland • Farm Museum Rd
Westminster, MD 21157 • 1-800-654-4645 • ccfarm@ccg.carr.org • www.bgcmonline.org

Cedar Lakes - wvde.state.wv.us/cedarlakes/craftscenter.htm • HC 88, Box 21 • Ripley, WV 25271 • 304-372-7873 
•gloria-greg@hotmail.com

Center for Metal Arts - www.centerformetalarts.com • 106 Iron St •  Johnstown, PA 15906  • 814.418.0409 
contact@centerformetalarts.org

Clifton Forge School of the Arts - www.cfsota.org • 518 Church Street • Clifton Forge, VA 24422 • 540-862-7275 
cfsota@lumos.net

Jacksonville Center for the Arts - jacksonvillecenter.org • 220 Parkway Lane, South • Floyd, VA. 24091 • 540-745-2784  
education@jacksonvillecenter.org

John C. Campbell Folk School - www.folkschool.org • 1 Folk School Rd • Brasstown, North Carolina 28902 
1.800.FOLK.SCH (365.5724)

Ms Caitlin’s School - 26 West All Saints St. - Frederick, MD 21701 - www.mscaitlinsschool.com 
301-246-2248 - to schedule an appointment - Info@mscaitlinsschool.com

National Ornamental Metal Museum - www.metalmuseum.org • 374 Metal Museum Drive • Memphis, TN 38106 
901-774-6380 or 1-877-881-2326  • info@metalmuseum.org

New England School of Metalwork - www.newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com • 7 Albiston Way • Auburn, Maine 04210  
207-777-6211 Toll Free 888-753-7502 • dglaser@newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com

Ozark knife Makers - www.ozarkknifemakers.com • 4615 North Sunrise Crt • Ozark, Missouri 65721 • 417-581-6689 
tom@ozarkknifemakers.com

Peters Valley Craft Center - www.petersvalley.org • 19 Kuhn Road • Layton, NJ 07851 • 973-948-5200 
info@petersvalley.org

Power hammer School - www.powerhammerschool.com • 3308 Frank Whisnant Rd • Morganton, NC 28655 •  828-437-5348  
info@oakhilliron.com

Rochester ARC + Flame Center - www.rocafc.com • 125 Fed Ex Way • Rochester, NY 14624 • 585-349-7110 
info@rocafc.com 

Touchstone Center for Crafts - 1049 Wharton Furnace Rd • Farmington, PA 15437 • 724-329-1370 or 800-721-0177 
info@touchstonecrafts.org

Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing - 200 West Twelfth St. • Waynesboro, VA 22980 • 434-960-9718 • www.vablacksmithing.org

Randy McDaniel, Classes, author of “A Blacksmithing Primer” • 1044 Spielman Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 
rams4g@msn.com

Member Offered Blacksmithing Classes
Dave Fisher • Blacksmith Classes • Fisher Forge • 572 Saint Michaels Rd. Hamburg, PA 19526
610-504-8060 • fforge@early.com

Allen Schaeffer • Beginner Blacksmithing Classes • Learn the basics one on one • Email gift certificates 
available • FurnaceCreekForge@comcast.net • 484.651.9402 • www.FurnaceCreekForge.com  

Martha Moore Westbrook • Jewelry & Metalsmithing Classes • caersidi@earthlink.net • 610-730-6216
Goggleworks Center for the Arts, Reading PA: www.goggleworks.org
The Baum School of Art, Allentown, PA: www.baumschool.org

18 Pennsylvania Striker Spring 2020



Reese’s Coal- bagged bituminous at $10 per 50 pound bag.
 - 53 Church Road - Quarryville, PA 17566 - 717-786-3375 (please call for hours)

Elligson Trucking - Freeland, MD 21053 - Blacksmithing coal - 410-357-5720 - Delivery in bulk quantity by the ton or 
pre-packaged in 50lb bags. https://elligsontrucking.com/index.html

Martin’s Ag Service - Blacksmith Coal - 717.354.4996 - 338 Grist Mill Rd, New Holland, Pa - 9.75 per 50lb bag - 10 to 40 
bags is 9.50 per bag - 1 ton is 9.25 per bag

Coopersburg Bagging - 551 Springfield Street, Coopersburg, PA - 610.282.2376.   Normally sells coal by the ton, but 
sometimes has less than ton lots in 50# bags.

Fisher Coal Co. - English Center, PA - 570-337-5764 - Blacksmith coal sales

Mellinger Elvin E.& Sons - Blacksmith Coal - 117 Long Lane, Lancaster, PA 17603 - 717-464-3822

Reifsnyders Ag Center - 7180 Bernville Rd Bernville, PA - 610-488-0667 - Blacksmithing coal, $6.25/40lb bag, $6.00/bag 
when buying 25 bags or more. New Item 2015, call first for availability.

L Brand - ForgeCoke R  - Packaged in 50lb. bags, 1,000lb. & 2,000lb. bulk sacks on pallets.  Send us your Zip code and we 
will quote a price.  Contact us at 800-441-0616 • blacksmithcoke.com • LBRANDFORGECOKE@AOL.COM

Weaverland Valley Coal - 170 Ranks Church Rd,  New Holland, PA 17557 - 717-4454488

Blacksmithing Books - Blue Moon Press - Blue Moon Rd, Huntingdon, PA 16652 - 866-627-6922 - www.bluemoonpress.org

Metalworking Books - The Astragal Press - 5 Cold Hill Road - Mendham, NJ 07945 - 973-543-3045 - www.AstragalPress.com

kayne and Son Custom hardware, Inc. “World’s Finest Blacksmithing Tools and Equipment at the Best Prices.”
100 Daniel Ridge Rd. - Candler NC 28715 - Phone: 828-667-8868 • www.kayneandson.com

GTS Gas - Gas & Welding Supplies - gtsgas.com- locations all over PA  and the country - 1-800-942-1148

kEEN Compressed Gas Co. - Welding supplies & equipment. - Wilmington, DE - 800-533-6427 - www.keengas.com

Rubin Steel - new and used steel for purchase - 1430 Fruitville Pike, Lancaster PA 17601 - (717) 397-3613  
www.rubinsteel.com - admin@rubinsteel.com

SAhD Metal Recycling & Sales - www.recycleyourmetal.com
1045 Lancaster Avenue, Columbia, PA 17512 - 717-684-8506 - dan@recycleyourmetal.com

Steel and Metal Liquidators LLC, - www.shopmetal.com - 407 Old Airport Rd. - New Castle, DE 19720 - 302-322-9960 & 
1584 Bunting Street - Pottsville, PA 17901- 570-391-0141

Rivets - Various sizes and metals, also screws and other fasteners.  R. J. Leahy Company, 1475 Yosemite Avenue, San 
Fransico, CA 94124 - www.rjleahy.com  • Phone 1-800-514-4106

Larry Zoeller - Forge building info and Supplies.  Phone: 502 439-0812 - Zoeller Forge, 7509 Geswein Rd., Lanesville, IN 47136  
zman59@earthlink.net - http://zoellerforge.com

Custom Forge Aprons - FORGE-APRONS.com - (575) 313-4650 - 1373 S. Powell Dr., Kanab, UT 84741

Page Belting Company - 104 High Street - Boscawen, NH 03303 - www.pagebelting.com - leather belting and gaskets 

Brown Engineering Co. - 2135 North 13th Street, Reading, PA 19604  - brownengco.com - 610-929-0909 - Distributer of 
mechanical parts, lubricants and supplies.

Cattail Foundry - 167 W. Cattail Road Gordonville, PA 17529 - Amish owned metal foundry.  Produces castings from nearly 
any pattern or part you supply.

Forge Burners - Stephen Gensheimer - Reading, PA - 609-731-1772

Eggerling Damascus - Specializing in Mosaic Blade & Bolster Material 
   Robert Eggerling 610-682-6836 - www.eggerlingdamascus.com

SUPPLIERS
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PayPal option - Pabapaypal@gmail.com (Use friends & family option)
Make Checks payable to PABA.  Send completed application and $25 (one year) 
to:  PABA Treasurer - Marcy Olimpi - 310 W. Chelton Road - Brookhaven, PA 19015

PABA USE
Cash ____  Check # _____   PayPal ____

New Member $25____   New Member after June  Renewal $25 ____  
         June-Dec. price  $10 _____

PABA Membership Application  2020 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) $25

 Name__________________________________________ 

 Address __________________________________________   

 City __________________  State _____   Zip ___________

Telephone # __________________   E-mail_______________________________

Do you have any particular skills (welder, accountant, carpenter, doctor) that may be 
helpful to the group or membership? __________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Please circle your skill level...  Beginner    Intermediate    Advanced    Professional

1 3 7 0  N e w  D a n v i l l e  P i k e
L a n c a s t e r ,  P A  1 7 6 0 3

PABA-PA-Artist-
Blacksmiths-Association

www.pabasite.org

 - The Pennsylvania Striker is published bimonthly by the Pennsylvania Artist 
Blacksmith Association, Inc. (PABA), an affiliate of the Artist Blacksmith 
Association of North America (ABANA).  Unless otherwise noted all text 
content is by the editor and all artwork is by Mark Smith.
Membership is open to anyone interested in blacksmithing.  Dues are $25 per 
calendar year.  Contact a board member for an application.
 - PABA makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information contained 
herein but assumes no liability in case of error or changing conditions. Any 
business relations or other activities undertaken as a result of information 
contained herein or arising therefore are the responsibility of the parties 
involved and not the Pennsylvania Artist- Blacksmith’s Association, Inc.

Committee Leaders
Iron in the hat Chairperson - Gary Rhoads
Equipment & Maintenance -  NEEDED
Publication Contact - Keith Eckman
Safety Equipment - Herb Moyer
ABANA Affiliate Contact - Doug Learn
Library - NEEDED
Event hosting - NEEDED
Election/Farm Show Committee - Martin & Schelly Reynolds
Facebook Monitor - Luke Shultz

I apologize if anyone was missed, it was not my 
intention.

Don Plummer
Andrew Molinaro
Steve Gensheimer

Mark Smith
Martin Reynolds

Marci Olimpi

Thanks to the following for their 
contribution or assistance to the Striker.


