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Preface 

 
The Royal Government of Cambodia has considered the construction sector as 
an engine of economic growth and it has become a pillar along with three other 
pillars, such as agriculture, garment and footwear industry, and tourism.  The 
Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction has been 
effectively implementing the Law on Construction. 
 
With the growth of the construction sector, construction site safety and health 

require great attention in order to assure the safety of and mitigate risks to individuals engaged in 
construction works, especially workers employees, and staff at construction sites.  In this regard, 
the Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction has continually introduced 
legal measures and regulations to further strengthen and promote well-being and safety of 
workers, employees, and staff at construction sites. 
 
Addressing these issues the Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction 
cooperate with the Australian Embassy in Cambodia to develop Construction Workplace Health 
and Safety Guidelines which are a regulation for workers employees ad design companies and 
construction companies, and individuals involved in construction works so as to avoid accidents at 
construction sites which affect people’s health and lives as well the planning and plans of 
construction projects. 
 
I requires that investors, workers, employees, and people involved in Cambodia’s construction 
sector pay close attention to their own safety and health while working at construction sites. 
 
 

Deputy Prime Minister 

Minister of Land Management, Urban Planning and Construction 

 
 
 
 

CHEA SOPHARA 
 





Preface of 

His Excellency the Australian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia 

Cambodia’s dynamic and growing construction sector is a 
key driver of economic growth.  It also supports the livelihoods of 
150,000 construction sector workers and their families.  While the 
construction sector has supported Cambodia’s rapid development, 
it also presents new challenges including the need to improve 
workplace safety on Cambodia’s construction sites.  

Following several serious incidents at construction sites, 
Australia responded quickly and effectively to the Royal 
Government of Cambodia’s request for support to improve the 
safety of Cambodia’s construction workers, their families and the 
public. 

In September 2021, I had the pleasure of participating in the signing ceremony 
for the Memorandum of Subsidiary Agreement (MSA) between Australia’s Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Ministry Land Management Urban Planning and 
Construction (MLMUPC) to enhance construction safety in Cambodia. 

Since the signing, a technical adviser funded by the Government of Australia 
and a team of experts from the MLMUPC has developed the Construction Workplace 
Health and Safety (WHS) Guidelines. These Guidelines are an important step to 
improving the health and safety of Cambodians engaged in the Kingdom’s dynamic 
building construction sector. 

I commend these Guidelines to all the designers, engineers, project managers, 
contractors and workers involved in Cambodia’s construction sector. By diligently 
managing safety risks, we will see the necessary improvements in an industry that is 
vital to Cambodia’s future.  

The Australian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia 

Pablo Kang 





Introduction 

Throughout the country, in all facets of construction and demolition activities, 

measures to guarantee the health and safety of workers and employees need to be 

considered and put into practice.  In doing so, construction workers and employees 

will be protected from the hazards and dangers that are present on construction 

sites. To meet this goal, before implementing any measures, it is necessary for those 

controlling and managing construction sites to consult with and inform workers and 

employees, or their representatives, in all aspects of construction work, to prevent 

accidents and incidents and the potential impacts on health and safety. 

There are many professionals, technical experts and skilled and unskilled 

workers involved in Cambodia’s construction sector.  On any given day, between 

150,000 to 180,000 individuals are engaged in construction work. Some workers do 

receive training in health and safety and are offered at least a basic guarantee of a 

safe workplace.  However, through careful implementation of safety measures, all 

workers and employees can return safely to their homes and families at the end of 

each workday   

The Construction Workplace Health and Safety Guidelines focus on key areas 

of construction safety risk. They aim to protect and promote the health and safety of 

workers and employees.  Also, by reducing injury and time lost to accidents, the 

Guidelines will assist in enhancing the productivity of the construction sector.  

The Guidelines do not in any way substitute for the provisions set forth in the 

Law on Construction promulgated by Royal Kram NS/RKM/1119/019 on 2 

November 2019.  Nor do they substitute for other legal documents prepared by the 

General Department of Construction of the Ministry of Land Management Urban 

Planning and Construction or other government entities. The Guidelines act as a 

supplementary to existing legal measures and regulations, and serve to inform and 

guide the workers, employees, design companies, construction companies and 

individuals involved in construction work. 

The production of the Construction Health and Safety Guidelines represents a 

further example of the effective cooperation between the Ministry of Land 

Management, Urban Planning and Construction and the Australian Embassy in the 

Kingdom of Cambodia. They offer a roadmap for construction site workers, 

employers, professionals, businesspeople in the field of construction and officials at 

all levels of government for advancing workplace health and safety on Cambodia’s 

construction sites. 
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