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Program
Meditations on the Storms of Life

Adomai Yimloch (from Liberation) Meir Finkelstein
(b. 1951)

from the Hebrew: God will reign forever.

Alleluia Johanny Navarro
(b. 1992)

U.S. Premiere

The Gift to Sing Jane K
Melancholia

Dreamscape Will Kesling

1. Cometo Me (b. 1948)

2. Sweet Dreams
3. Come to Me Again

World Premiere

Perhaps They Are Not Stars (an Inuit Proverb) Robert Schlidt
(b. 1976)

Perhaps they are not stars, but rather openings in heaven
where the love of our lost ones pours through
and shines down upon us to let us know that they are happy.

Musical Musings

August Moonrise (Sarah Teasdale) Blake R. Henson
(b. 1983)

Dr. Steven Thomas, Cello

Musical Muscle

Ho Boys Can’t Line ‘Em Anthony Trecek-King
Moving On

Baba Yetu (Swahili “The Lord’s Prayer”) Christopher Tin

(b. 1976)

Axel Castro, Solo

Hallelujah (from Handel’s Messiah: A Soulful conceived by Quincy Delight
Celebration) Jones

(b. 1933)
Let peace then still the strife Mack Wilberg

(b. 1955)



Program Notes

Cantor Meir Finkelstein, born in Israel in 1951, is a composer of contemporary Jewish
liturgical music. He has composed more than 200 settings for the liturgy and scored
numerous television programs, made-for-TV movies, and documentary films. In 1995,
he premiered his symphonic/choral work Liberation at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
in Los Angeles. The work was composed to commemorate the liberation of the
concentration camps after the Holocaust.

Puerto Rican composer Johanny Navarro created this Alleluia in memory of the 2,975
deaths caused by Category 5 Hurricane Maria in 2017. We sing it tonight for this cause
and in the memory of those lost in Florida’s 2022 Hurricane lan.

The Gift to Sing by UF composition graduate student Jane K (Evgenia Kozhebikova) is a
setting of a poem by James Weldon Johnson (1876-1938). The beautiful and uplifting
text reflects on how singing can help “turn gloom to cheerful day.” Jane’s purpose in
creating this work during the 2020 global pandemic was ‘to encourage singers around
the world to keep making music by any means possible.’

Will Kesling’s Dreamscapes is a suite in three short movements for women’s choir and
piano. It was written during a period of profound personal loss and joyful personal
gain. The text of the two outside movements are the first and last verse from Christina
Rossetti’s (1830-1894) little poem “Echo.” It is clear that the speaker’s loved one has
passed away, thus giving meaning to the title of this little poem. An echo is a remnant,
and nothing more— a sound that is not unique, but simply lasting. In dreams, the
speaker yearns for the for a most special loved one to appear so that in those dreams,
life is restored. In truth, these dreams are only dim reflections of the past, an echo.
The very brief ten measure lullaby in the middle is taken from a Czech lullaby and
implies that the dreamer may have found a new place for the gift of his heart.

Sarah Teasdale’s poem August Moonrise is in an ode to beauty. The poem describes a
moonlit walk she took through the countryside, overcome by the beauty of the
landscape, she resolves that she could die having witnessed it.

Like Spirituals, Work Songs like Ho Boys Can’t Line ‘Em portray the conditions in which
African Americans found themselves living and working. They revealed everyday
experiences that reflected life during the post-Civil War Reconstruction in the South
that was often times not much better than slavery.

The hip contemporary approach to the Messiah created by Quincy Jones in the early
'90s remains popular today. Yes, Handel never heard his beloved “Hallelujah”
performed this way. You will hear that it is still Handel.
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To ensure an enjoyable concert experience for all, please refrain from talking and
entering or exiting while musicians are performing. Food and drink are prohibited in
all concert halls. Please turn off cell phones and other electronic devices. Thank you
for your cooperation.

Program 020 in the School of Music Events Series of the 2022-2023 academic year.

The College of the Arts School of Music at the University of Florida is an
internationally recognized community of performers, scholars and producers of the
arts that offers baccalaureate, master’s and doctoral degrees.

For more information about specific degrees and entrance requirements, please visit:
www.arts.ufl.edu/music/.

If you value programs of great music, please consider becoming a Friend of Music to
support student scholarships and program enhancement.

For a listing of upcoming events, subscribe to the
School of Music Happenings e-newsletter
by sending your name to soprangela@ufl.edu.

If you have questions or would like more information, please contact:

Lula Dawit Lillian Dompe

Director of Advancement Assistant Director of Alumni Affairs
|dawit@arts.ufl.edu WA I[dompe@arts.ufl.edu
352-846-1211 352-846-1218




