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Minutes of the East Moriches PTO Meeting
January 15, 2025


[bookmark: _Int_pqNBAv3P][bookmark: _Int_aDsTKqwl]A meeting of the East Moriches PTO was held on Wednesday, January 15, 2025, at 7:00 pm in the East Moriches Elementary School.

PTO Board Attendees: Vice-President – Lauren Otto; Secretary - Maureen LaRocca; Treasurer – Trish Specht.

PTO Guest Attendees: Mr. Schneyer, Elementary School Principal, was present; as well as PTO Teacher Rep Mrs. Percoco.

[bookmark: _Int_t6yuX6qT]Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:11 pm. Lauren Otto welcomed everyone. Babysitting was provided by the NJHS. 

[bookmark: _Int_skEDlBCK][bookmark: _Int_y05ns5Gs]Minutes:  The December 2024 Meeting Minutes were dispensed, and members reviewed them. The Minutes are also available online at https://empto.org. A motion to approve the December 2024 minutes was made by Mrs. Percoco and seconded by Alexis Heinz.

Treasurer’s Report:  Trish Specht read the Treasurer’s report. 

Events/Fundraisers Updates:
a. Completed:
i. Believe Fundraiser (Distribution): Trish Specht. There were a few problems with pickups. Some orders with frozen items that were never picked up had to be delivered to individual houses. We need to rethink if we really want to include frozen items in the fundraiser next year. They are popular, but difficult to distribute. The top-selling class will get a pizza party. Dominic Quaglino won a ride in the Chair Taxi for the 2nd year in a row for being the student with the most sales. 
ii. M.S. Holiday Gift Fair: 12/12 & 12/13. Karen Lee & Olivia Ruddick. It was very successful. 
iii. E.S. Author Event: was 12/19. Jocelyn Kaleita was chairperson. Renee Smith, author of Hugo the Impossible Thing, visited the Elementary School and conducted a Reading/Writing workshop as well as a show and tell of her creative process for writing books. There was a lot of positive feedback. 
b. Ongoing or Upcoming Business:
i. E.S. 3rd & 4th Grades Bingo: Originally scheduled for 1/9, this event was postponed. We have a chairperson contingent on a date TBD.
ii. M.S. 7th & 8th Grades Bingo: 1/16. Lianna Fives is chairing.
iii. M.S. Dodgeball Night: 1/23. Maureen LaRocca (planning chair). Dodgeball winners receive medals and prizes. Tina Balzano volunteered to chair concessions.

c. New Business:
i. E.S. Sweetheart Dance: 2/6; chaired by Lauren, Nicole, Lorraine. We need volunteers.
ii. EMO P.S. I Love You Day: 2/14.  There was a date change. Please wear purple to support mental health awareness in our schools.
iii. M.S. 6th grade Greek Olympics: 2/14; Maureen LaRocca. The PTO donated a Greek dessert, Baklava, to the 6th graders.
iv. E.S. Children’s Art Show Event Idea: Jessica Lyons had an idea to host an Art Gallery to showcase kids’ talents in arts and crafts. Children could share their Art work with parents and fellow students. Each piece could have an accompanying “Biography” card of the artist.  Refreshments could be served. It was suggested that this be held on Budget Vote Day when a lot of community members are coming through the school, or during P-T Conferences in the Fall. 
v. Spring 2025 Elections: The Vice-President and Treasurer’s terms will be ending this June. We also have a Recording Secretary Vacancy. Nominating committees will be formed soon. The Nominating Committee will announce nominees for these positions at the April Meeting. If you are interested in one of these positions or in being on the Nominating Committee, please let the secretary know. Alexis Heinz is interested in a position. 
vi. Budget Auditing Committee: Our budget is audited yearly in the Spring. If you would like to be on the Budget Auditing Committee, please let the secretary or treasurer know.
vii. E.S. Recess Bins: Mr. Schneyer requested a new soccer net and a Connect 4 lawn game.
viii. Remind App: All families will be welcome to join the Remind app to keep updated on PTO events, meetings, and volunteer opportunities.
ix. We need Chairpersons (or co-chairs) for the following upcoming events:
1. M.S. vs. E.S. Souper Bowl: week of 2/3 through 2/7. We need someone to count the food items daily. Will Beckenhaupt and Caitlin Giorgio offered to help. 
2. E.S. St. Patrick’s Day Bake Sale: 3/17, Alexis Heinz volunteered to chair. *If baked goods are homemade, they must include a list of ingredients. Kindergarten teachers will provide a paper bag for each student to bring their snack back to the classroom to enjoy at home or the end of the day. Bags will be color coded by class. We need to be very aware of food allergies. Parent volunteers must know that they cannot buy snacks for anyone else’s children but their own.
3. M.S. Cupcake Wars: 3/24, Will Beckenhaupt volunteered to chair. *If baked goods are homemade, they must include a list of ingredients. 
4. Teacher Appreciation Week: 5/5 through 5/9; Volunteers needed. We are undecided on a theme. 
5. Mothers’ Day Plant Sales: 5/8 & 5/9, Lauren said we are ordering plants now.

There being no further business, Lorraine motioned to adjourn, and William seconded the motion. The PTO meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 

Questions and/or Comments: Please keep comments or questions to under 3 minutes.
Next PTO Meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2025 @ 7:00 pm at the Middle School.
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