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BEFORE DCF Knocks Know This

e Your prior history with DCF will be used against you.

e DCF may try to scare you into allowing them to search your home without a warrant.
e DCF may try to make you believe they are there to help you.

 DCF should do everything in their power to keep your child(ren) with you.

 DCF knows where your child(ren) attend school.

e DCF knows what your rights are and may not tell you.

» DCF knows they have power. But so do you! Because YOU have RIGHTS!

IF DCF Knocks - YOU have rights

* You have the right to know your legal rights (Florida Statute 39).
Have DCF give you a copy of your rights at their initial visit.

* You have the right to record all conversations.

* You have the right to ask them why they are there.

* You have the right to an attorney and a support network.

* You have the right to not sign anything without a lawyer seeing it first.

* You have the right to not share personal information about yourself or partners.

* You have the right to say NO to services, programs, and supports that will not help you.

IMPORTANT REMINDER!

« Refusing to speak to DCF or allowing them into your home will not stop the investigation.
» DCF may keep the investigation open for up to 60 days.

e DCF may try to get information in other ways, like talking to your children at school, to their
teachers, doctors, or neighbors.

e DCF may also take your refusal to speak with them as being “uncooperative” or “hiding
something.” However, you have the right to speak to a lawyer or legal advocate before
answering questions and you should contact your local legal aid or parent attorney office right
away.

* Remember, if you choose to speak with DCF, anything you say can be used against you later.
Be careful about how you behave and what information you share with DCF.

« Stay in control of your emotions.

* Ask lots of questions: Why? What? How? Explain please?
 Have a network of support.

e Document and record EVERYTHING!

e DCF does not have the right to search and remove anything from your home without
permission or a signed warrant.

* You are protected under the 4th Amendment of the Constitution.

EMAIL for connection, information and advocacy opportunities:

youhaverightsfl@gmail.com
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