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Many are familiar with the story of the dead Union soldier at Gettysburg, who was found
with an ambrotype in his hands. The picture showed three children who were now
orphans. Eventually the soldier was identified as Sgt. Amos Humiston of the 154th NYVI.
His wife had a picture of him as a civilian, but Dr. Francis Bourns had the picture “photo
shopped” placing a beard and military coat on the image. Bourns sold images of the
children and their deceased father to raise money for an orphanage in Gettysburg.
Years later, a box of letters from Humiston were discovered. It included a poem he wrote.
I am very sad tonight dear wife
My thoughts are dwelling on home and thee
As I keep the lone night watch
Beneath the holley tree
The winds are sighing through the trees
And as they onward roam
They whisper hopes of happiness
Within our cottage home
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SEPTEMBER
MEETING
Friday, September 14, 2018
WATERVLIET SENIOR CENTER
1541 BROADWAY
WATERVLIET, NY

THE HOME VOICES:
Dreams & the Imagination in
Civil War Letters & Memoirs
Wanda Easter Burch
Social Hour
Business Meeting

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Presentation

7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Questions & Answers

8:00 – 8:30 p.m.

The regular meeting of the CDCWRT
will be held at the Watervliet Senior
Center on Friday, September 14, 2018.
Our guest speaker will be Wanda
Burch, and the title of her unique
presentation is, “The Home Voices:
Dreams and the Imagination in Civil
War Letters and Memoirs.”
“Soldier mortals would not survive if
they were not blessed with the gift of
imagination and the pictures of hope,”
wrote Confederate Private Henry
Graves in the trenches outside
Petersburg, Virginia. “The second
angel of mercy is the night dream.”
Providing fresh perspective on the
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human side of the Civil War, historian,
Wanda Burch, explores the dreams
and imaginings of those who fought it,
as recorded in their letters, journals
and memoirs. Sometimes published
as poems or songs or printed in
newspapers,
these
rarely
acknowledged writings reflect the
personalities and experiences of their
authors. Some expressions of fear,
pain,
loss,
homesickness
and
disappointment are related with grim
fatalism, some with glimpses of
humor. The focus on dreams and the
meaning of “home” to the soldier and
his loved ones speaks to the
universality of this experience to
soldiers in all wars.

Wanda recently published a book
titled, The Home Voices Speak
Louder than the Drums: Dreams and
the Imagination in Civil War Letters
and Memoirs. She will have copies for
sale to members.
She has a M.A. from SUNY Oneonta.
Wanda is a retired site manager of an
18th
century
house
museum,
Johnson Hall, and a writer whose
articles on 18th century history have
appeared in history journals and
articles on dreams and imagery in
various women’s and self-help
magazines. She lives in Fultonville,
New York.
Wanda Burch and singer/songwriter
John Kenosian received a 2017
Saratoga Arts Individual Artist Grant
for Montgomery County for six
performances of readings and original
songs: The Home Voices: The
American Civil War Experience
through Words and Music.
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