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UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

Pictured above is Mort Kunstler’s painting of Jackson’s headquarters in Winchester, VA
in the winter of 1862. Jackson’s second wife, Mary Anna, joined him for the winter. Even
“Old Blue Light” could surprise his staff with his warmth and tenderness with the woman
he loved. His letters to her were as passionate as Chamberlain’s letters to his wife. In
the background immediately behind Mary are Hunter Maguire (physician) and Sandie
Pendleton (artillery). Immediately behind Jackson are Robert Dabney (Reverend) and
Joseph Morrison (Mary’s brother).
This month’s speaker will talk about love and courtship during the war, the moral support
of the home front, and the true feelings expressed to loved ones by the soldier at war.
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O C TO B E R M E E T I N G
Friday, October 12, 2018
WATERVLIET SENIOR CENTER
1541 BROADWAY
WATERVLIET, NY

A Civil War Captain and
His Lady: Love, Courtship,
And Combat
Gene Barr
Social Hour
Business Meeting

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Presentation

7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Questions & Answers

8:00 – 8:30 p.m.

The regular meeting of the CDCWRT
will be held at the Watervliet Senior
Center on Friday, October 12, 2018.
Our guest speaker will be Gene Barr,
and the title of his unique presentation
is, “A Civil War Captain and His Lady:
Love, Courtship, and Combat from
Fort Donelson through the Vicksburg
Campaign.”
“Walt Whitman famously wrote ‘the
real war will never get into the books,’
but we can get close to the ‘real war’
by reading and learning from those
who lived it. Gene Barr’s engaging
and revealing collection of letters
directly links the battlefield with the
home front.” A 27-year-old Irish
immigrant, Josiah Moore, met 19year-old Jennie Lindsay of a
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prominent Peoria, Illinois family. The
war had just begun, Josiah was the
captain of the 17th Illinois Infantry, and
his war would be a long and bloody
one. Their courtship and romance,
which came to light in a rare and
unpublished series of letters, forms
the basis of Barr’s memorable book.
Josiah’s and Jennie’s letters shed
significant light on the important role
played by a soldier’s sweetheart on
the home front, and a warrior’s
observations from the war front.
Josiah’s letters offer a deeply
personal glimpse into army life, how
he dealt with the loss of many close to
him, and the effects of war on a man’s
physical, spiritual, and moral wellbeing. Jennie’s letters show a young
woman mature beyond her age,
dealing with the difficulties on the
home front while her brother and her
new love struggle through the travails
of war. Her encouragement to keep
his faith in God strong and remain
morally upright gave Josiah the
strength to lead his men through the
horrors of the Civil War.
Gene Barr is the president and CEO of
the
Pennsylvania
Chamber
of
Business Industry, the largest broad
based advocacy group in the state. He
joined the Chamber in 2003 and
became president in 2011. He has
more than 40 years of experience in
politics, government affairs, and
business operations. He is a member
of the US Chamber Board of Directors,
United Way of the Capital Region and
a number of other groups. He is a
board member and past chair of the
National Civil War Museum in
Harrisburg. He is a graduate of St.
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia.
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