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The Dispatch 

This month marks the 143rd anniversary of the Battle of Antietam.  There are several 

landmarks on the battlefield that are among the most vivid images of the Civil War.  

Burnside Bridge is such an image.  After hours of unsuccessful attempts to cross the bridge, 

Col. Edward Ferraro addressed his troops, “It is Gen. Burnsides special request that the two 

51st’s take that bridge.  Will you do it?”  A soldier called out, “Will you give us our whiskey, 

Colonel, if we make it?”  “Yes, by God!”  The two 51st’s, New York on the left and 

Pennsylvania on the right, charged up the road in column with fixed bayonets, and in scarcely 

more time than it takes to tell it, the bridge was passed.  They got their whiskey. 

 














