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The Dispatch 

Pictured above is the 1859 Tripler ambulance.  It could carry four prone and six seated 

soldiers, but proved too heavy and cumbersome.  It was named after Dr. Charles S. Tripler, 

who served as Medical Director of the Army of the Potomac under Maj. Gen. George B. 

McClellan.  Tripler favored the construction of new hospitals in numbers to accommodate 

20,000 beds, improved evacuation of wounded, and vaccinated the army against smallpox. 

Tripler Army Medical Center in Hawaii is named after him. 

 






