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The Dispatch 

Rafael Semmes (foreground) was captain of the CSS Alabama, a Confederate raider.  It was sunk 

in 1864 in the English Channel off the coast of Normandy in one of the 19-Century’s most 

romanticized naval battles.  It was the last gunnery duel in the era of wooden ships.  The Alabama 

was sunk by the USS Kearsarge.  The naval duel was watched by some 15,000 people who lined 

the bluffs near Cherbourg.  Painter, Edouard Manet, watched the battle and painted Alabama’s 

death.  In recent years, have recovered many artifacts from the ship, ranging from the Blakely 

cannon to porcelain flush commodes to bone buttons.  Come hear about ocean archeology. 

 












