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The Magic Studio Orlando | Orlando Magic Shows for tickets 

Step into a celebration of wonder, laughter, and the holiday spirit featuring six world-
class magicians—each with their own unforgettable style. From jaw-dropping illusions 

and impossible sleight-of-hand to hilarious moments of audience participation, The 
Magic Studio Holiday Spectacular brings TV worthy magic to life right in front of you 

inside an intimate and state-of-the-art theater. With stars seen on Penn & Teller: Fool 
Us, America’s Got Talent, and around the globe, this is a rare chance to see some of 
the country’s most accomplished magicians sharing one stage—right here in Orlando. 

https://magicstudioorlando.com/
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Joshua Jay lecture photos from October 29, 2025  
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I have a lot of John Kaplan' s "How to ..." material on booking, selling, and framing a touring 

show. 
This story is amazing! 

It comes from Larry Thornton, a long-time magic friend from Calgary, Canada 
It is a very small world! 

 
******* 

 
Dennis, 
A magic friend of mine from Calgary (now living on the west coast of Canada) relates the 
following news story that is quite amazing. John Kaplan told me some weeks ago that while on 
vacation with his wife in Europe, he misplaced his cell phone. — Permanently lost it to be exact. 
 
So today (October 26th) this is what John sent me: 
 
 
Breaking News: 
 
Louvre Robbers Captured in Daring Paris Raid — Jewels Still Missing, Magician’s Cell Phone 
Raises Questions Paris, France — October 26, 2025 In a dramatic midnight operation, French 
authorities announced the capture of the suspects believed to be behind last week’s audacious 
robbery at the Louvre Museum. While the priceless jewels stolen from the museum’s “Crown of 
Empires” exhibition remain missing, investigators uncovered a surprising clue during the arrests 
— a cell phone belonging to world-renowned Canadian magician John Kaplan. 



According to police sources, the arrests took place just outside Lyon, after an international 
manhunt involving Interpol, the RCMP, and a specialized art-crime task force. Three individuals 
were taken into custody without incident, though officials declined to release their names 
pending formal charges. 
“The operation was swift, precise, and — dare I say — a bit magical,” joked Inspector Luc 
Moreau of the Paris Police Prefecture during a press briefing early this morning. 
Authorities were reportedly stunned to discover a smartphone registered to Kaplan among the 
recovered items. While there is no evidence of wrongdoing on the magician’s part, the discovery 
has sparked curiosity — and no shortage of conspiracy theories — across social media. 
Kaplan, celebrated for his large-scale illusions and charity shows, issued a brief statement 
through his publicist late Friday: 
“I am as mystified as anyone. My phone was lost weeks ago during a performance tour in 
Europe. If it somehow appeared in the hands of jewel thieves, that’s one trick I definitely didn’t 
plan.” 
Investigators continue to trace the missing jewels, estimated to be worth over €60 million. 
Theories range from private collectors to underground art syndicates — and even a few illusion-
inspired escape plots worthy of a Vegas stage. 
 
For those of you (magicians) that I forwarded John Kaplan’s news item to, please pass it on to 
any other magicians you know, especially those (in the Alberta area or otherwise) who might 
know John.  THANKS! 
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Ron Urban 
May 19,1935 - November 6, 2025 

 

 



  

 

 

Born on May 19, 1935 - Ron Urban traveled the World many times over with his fast 
paced magic act and International Ice Shows.  

 
Performances in New York City at the Latin Quarter, Casino de Deauville in Paris 

France, Sporting Club Casino in Monte Carlo, La Caina delle Rose in Rome, Italy and 
hundreds more including long running engagements at Gaslight Village in Lake 

George, New York from 1976 -1989, and Holiday on Ice Shows from 1992-1996. 
 

Mr. Urban rubbed shoulders with celebrities and royalty Including Bob Hope, Jerry 
Lewis, Danny Thomas, Ed Sullivan and Liberace. Not to mention a performance at the 

White House for President Jimmy Carter. 

https://tyd9ajiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010IBJHgqaonBqMgjbnUiQBh6wUnfUQg7SsaaaPxPcmHPo9wvyJA0wAgy1-AHsaqo7QvDgjzWRpEB4kX_BkDrEukSE0_ZW1rX27COlfCAjg0G3Okd6ryDX41M6lr-3EjSXLMY9jGaf2wwrw3GFx4Z-DvuzlTKQJH9K-SNB8VN9gh_oNFBW4i8tALJK0LJ8h0U7eI-G0COGe5DnXMnJ86s7Uc871rhWV1ho7xfOZcrYkXI=&c=1_ucFHRCr1k7KOhgIvJD4hfjDfi6xubTfue7FuGlOmTqJlTURaGiCQ==&ch=zyotZt8-P4P211c6cMmAoQfaiBWpq4myPCUsHvpo_aV3JvteYDK2Ug==


 
I first became acquainted with Ron after purchasing the Kellar-Blackstone improved 

Levitation from him. His wit, drive and knowledge will be greatly missed by friends and 
family. 

 
In 2018 a book on Ron Urban's life "The Urban Legend" was written by the late, 

prolific author William Rauscher and published by the 1878 Press Co. 
 

 

  



 

  

L to R: Ron with son Renaud, wife Monica, dog Gigi and President Jimmy Carter at 
the White House, December 1980.  

 



  

Ron and Monica Urban with Charles R. Wood (center), owner of Gaslight Village, The 
Tiki Resort, The Great Escape ( Now Six Flags), all located in Lake George, New 

York.  
 



  

  

 

 

The Urban Legend by William V. Rauscher  
 

 

Copyright 2025, David Haversat  
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https://tyd9ajiab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010IBJHgqaonBqMgjbnUiQBh6wUnfUQg7SsaaaPxPcmHPo9wvyJA0wAgy1-AHsaqo7QvDgjzWRpEB4kX_BkDrEukSE0_ZW1rX27COlfCAjg0G3Okd6ryDX41M6lr-3EjSXLMY9jGaf2wwrw3GFx4Z-DvuzlTKQJH9K-SNB8VN9gh_oNFBW4i8tALJK0LJ8h0U7eI-G0COGe5DnXMnJ86s7UcCQBYZf6W66koIMfD6V-dI=&c=1_ucFHRCr1k7KOhgIvJD4hfjDfi6xubTfue7FuGlOmTqJlTURaGiCQ==&ch=zyotZt8-P4P211c6cMmAoQfaiBWpq4myPCUsHvpo_aV3JvteYDK2Ug==


I made the Paper Doll Machine that is in the Hamner’s Show in Branson, MO. 
It is on their promo reel. 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 

******************* 
The Thatcher Effect  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thatcher_effect 

 
This illusion highlights a "flaw" in how our brains work. We can't process an upside-

down face because we're programmed to recognize faces that are oriented correctly. 
We recognize faces in parts... eyes, mouth, and nose. 

 
So, when we're presented with an upside-down, so-called Thatcherized, image, our 

brains don't process it correctly. 
 

We know the image is upside-down, but because we rarely see upside-down faces, we 
haven't developed the ability to interpret the expression on them. 

The facial features look fine, so our brains assume the rest of the face is fine too. 
 

That's why we don't see anything unusual until we turn the face back to its normal 
position. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thatcher_effect


 
 

Flip the photo! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6vHJ6on4tg  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6vHJ6on4tg


 
******************** 

 
A great lecture by Duane Lafllin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jygNLX0-dI  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jygNLX0-dI
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Dennis 

 


