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This is a sad report. Our Ring suspended all meetings at the advice and directions of the 
Florida State Governor and local officials. The restaurant where we meet has 
been  temporarily closed. Our lives are on hold as we shelter in place for the duration of the 
Covid 19 Virus pandemic.  

We do not have any definite projections on when daily activities will return to normal. Using 
mathematical projection for the exponential rise and fall of cases in what is known as a 
Logistic Function  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logistic_function ,medical modelers are 
saying around 12 weeks from today. 

The latest numbers from the Imperial Medical College of London shows that without any 
self-quarantines ,the peak in the USA would be at June 20th. This is a long and grim read 
but will give you the latest in modeling  https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-
college/medicine/sph/ide/gida-fellowships/Imperial-College-COVID19-NPI-modelling-16-
03-2020.pdf 

There are factors such as Florida’s warm climate may be slightly in our favor. 

Scientists say the virus favors 42 F as an optimum breeding temperature. The other issues 
include the fact that there seems to be two major subtypes, the “S” and the “L” and the 
each have different effects. There is still much that is unknown about the full nature of this 
pathogen. Follow all the guidelines of hygiene, hand washing and sanitation and know 
when to call for help, if you have breathing difficulty. This is a respiratory virus and it attacks 
the lungs. Understand your risk. Age is a risk if you are over 65 and also if you have 
underlying health conditions. We are all in this pandemic together and we will help each 
other get through this challenging and unprecedented time. 

It is important to keep this pandemic in a correct view. The virus is dangerous but this is not 
the end of the human race!  https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-virologist-urges-world-
leaders-to-calm-public-slams-unnecessary-
panic/?fbclid=IwAR1IrYbdaABVZI2hdEw0_HrbRcj--ipobPcR3J0riMeftryOBafofMOYfIw 
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Aside from the medical situation , the economic impact for most of us ,who are gig workers, 
is devastating. Our income is gone. Because our business requires a crowd or being close 
up to people, there is no work in our field. President Trump’s economic team has been 
suggesting that almost all Americans will be given a payment of $1,000 and I suspect 
probably more will come. Some concerns such as Federal Tax payments are being delayed. 
Most utilities are keeping water and lights on for those who can not pay. You will probably 
hear of more government action, as some projections say that unemployment will rise to 
over 20% for a while.  

Now might be the time to repair props or make some new gimmicks. You could watch those 
magic videos that you have not seen for years. I know that I have a lot of work waiting by just 
cataloging many of mine. I have a wall full of magic books and lecture notes that I have not 
looked at in a while. I have more writing to do. I am 71 and right in the bullseye of the target 
for this bug, but I have no underlying health conditions. I believe my odds of surviving are 
good, so these next few weeks are a great time to figure out what direction I want to take 
with my magic for the rest of my productive years.  

I can tell you that historically after great plagues, such as The Black Death in the mid-
1300s, the survivors were in an extreme party mood. That could be very good for a rebound 
in our business. The exuberance also led to a historical period we call The Renaissance 
(rebirth) and the effect was profound on all parts of 
culture. https://dailyhistory.org/How_did_the_Bubonic_Plague_make_the_Italian_Renaissa
nce_possible%3F    There will be paradigm shifts, realignments and a different world.  

So let's be optimistic!  I will be in touch. Thank you for reading, thinking and being my magic 
friend! 

Dennis Phillips 
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“Confusion is not magic, but obfuscation is a necessary part of magic” 

Oxford dictionary says, "The act of obscuring something to make it more difficult to 
understand is called obfuscation.". 

Avoiding confusion and hiding our obfuscation allow the effect to seem magical. 
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If you are an entertainment  gig worker , contract variety arts worker and want to speak out 
for help though a labor organization: 
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Enjoy the full 1977 Special.  Doug Henning’s World of Magic. The show is magnificent 
entertainment . It does show the downside of a live TV show. 

This show had some great stuff including the “Walking Through the Brick Wall”  

Here is the infamous “reveal” ( that only magicians with a VCR caught!) that 

shows Henning’s Double just after the moment of transformation. 

It is obvious they used mirror tables on both sides and Henning just scooted out and 
around the back of the wall 

and the hands, on that side  were the double’s. The curtain rose just a fraction of a second 
too soon, before he was 

fully below the table. 

It is at 42:34. 

 

    With any magic special, the magician (and his technical crew, preferably also magicians) 
should be able to sit in the editing room and study every effect, looking for errors.  As well, 
the camera operators should be made to understand the nature of magic. Many of the 
errors, as well as, the subtleties of illusions, close-up and so on, that enhance the 



spontaneity of a live  performance, could be totally eliminated through camera cuts and 
other forms of technological trickery. But then — what would be the POINT of sending 
magic into millions of homes through the medium of television, if it is just pre-packed like 
special effects in a movie? 

    The problem of televised magic was apparent almost from the time of the first television 
sets. Take, for example, one of the major pioneers of televised magic, Mark Wilson. Even 
after “training” the camera operators and the technical wonks on how best to capture the 
magic, Mark Wilson then had a second problem to deal with: educating the home viewer by 
more-or-less “begging” them to believe (and strictly on faith!) that “no camera trickery of 
any kind is used. What the audience sees in the studio is exactly what you’ll see at home!” 

With Copperfield, Blaine and all who followed, it no longer matters.  We all now know that 
everything is a trick. You can so anything on a screen. 

 

If you are fan of storytelling patter, they you are aware of Master Payne. 

Here is a captivating  card reveal with a story that draws you into its premise. 

 

Salvano had a masterful act. All the moves and methods of dove work but with cocktail 
glasses! 

 

I can recall when Murray lived in Orlando and was our 2000 Convention. He was a warm 
and funny performer and a big hit. 

Moving to Las Vegas changed his style and approach. In many ways I liked the younger 
Murray’s work  a whole lot better that the current Murray 

He is a little sassier, more flip and a bit arrogant for comfort.   

Maybe he had to change to adapt to the Las Vegas style and expectations. I don’t know. 



 

   



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 

 

At the last Ring  Meeting and I did “The Drink in the Shoe” and showed how to easily make 
the gimmicked plastic glass ( works like Liquid Appear) .I used a sound track , that I 
produced for the “Drink in the Shoe” . 



Originally I did the track for Wes Iseli, full time Virginia Magician because he did not want to 
do the well-worn Banana Bandana Trick. 

Plus he wanted to continue to use Natalie as the his side kick. He worked out a role for her 
similar to the old “Sonny and Cher” approach. 

As you may recall, Cher was always topping Sonny in the jokes and gags.   Here, Natalie 
magically saves what looks like it went wrong. 

You will hear my voice on Natalie’s Sound Track. You can see her presentation. Wes wanted 
the Looney Tunes Theme on his track.  

 

Card workers: Click for a free trick and artwork. 

 

 

 

 

Here is an impromptu mentalism effect that is effective, simple and all you need is a 
borrowed piece of paper and pen. 

 

https://www.mymagictips.com/shuffle-prophecy/?fbclid=IwAR23x428MDSKbfDF8XOVvkrxDFQPXSMONmGzDpQ8-sztmHzDe3uk3zICwUw
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An interesting study seems to confirm gender bias in the magical arts. We need to work to 
end this. 

We have had some great female magicians who are solo workers  and especially with 
illusionists, there is always a great woman making him a success 

 

 

 

Dennis 
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