
Local Future Farmers of America 
students receive top awards before 

their steers are auctioned off 

 Awards were doled out to dozens of local Future 
Farmers of America high school and middle school 
students during the Steer Show. Then some of the an-
imals they raised were auctioned off  last Thursday 
night at the revamped Albert A. Barthle Livestock Pa-
vilion.
 Earlier last week, there was a ribbon-cutting for 
the 25,000 square foot pavilion. Ryman Construction 
handled the project with a demolition that began last 
September. Cutting the ribbon was longtime Trilby 
resident Wilton Simpson, the Florida Commissioner 
of Agriculture.

 The Steer Show, which involved students from 
Zephyrhills, Dade City, Wesley Chapel, along with 
other parts of the county, ranked among the high-
lights of the 77th annual Pasco County Fair in Dade 
City. It was among numerous events and activities 
during a week-long celebration at the Pasco County 
Fairgrounds off  State Road 52. 
 The top prize went to Dade City’s Carlee Jo 
Sheets, who was named the Grand Champion Steer 
Breeder. 
 “It means so much to me,” said Sheets, adding 
that throughout the process “I learned life skills and 
(about) prioritizing.”
 The Reserve Grand Champion was Jackson 
Sheets, whose steer was bred by Alvarez Farms.
 Another notable award went to Dr. Chet Taylor, a 
veterinarian at the Dade City Animal Clinic and this 
year’s recipient of the Wall of Honor.
 “This brings tears to my eyes, because we’ve 
been here for a long time,” said Taylor, who was 

City of Zephyrhills and the 
Zephyrhills Community Redevelopment 

Agency team up to collect trash and 
debris at a drop-off  in Zephyr Park 

 The beautiful scenic views of Zephyr Park, located at 
38116 5th Ave., and its lake are strong draws for residents 
and visitors alike who often seek a bit of peace and tranquil-
ity.
 The park also has served as a prime location for meet-
ings at the Alice Hall Community Center, outdoor festivals, 
including Fourth of July celebrations, military tributes and 
concerts on the stage bordering the lake.
 Last Saturday, however, Zephyr Park was the ideal set-
ting for a diff erent kind of event. A free community clean-
up allowed residents to declutter and enhance the overall 
appearance of the community.
 “It helps people get rid of stuff  that’s hard to get rid 
of,” said councilman Steve Spina, who stopped by to lend 
a hand. “It helps with code enforcement. Overall, it helps 

Several local locations including 
Publix, Walmart and Winn Dixie 

allow girl scouts to sell 
cookies outside 

 It is that time of year again when the “largest 
girl-led entrepreneurial program in the world” sets 
out to retail locations to sell their delicious cookies. 
They have the usual popular Thin Mints as well as 
other great fl avors like Adventourous, Samoas, Tof-
fee-tastic, Samores and more. If you need gluten 
free, they have it. 
 “It is not just about selling cookies. Selling 
helps the girls to set goals, learn to sell, handle mon-
ey, and interact with people,” said Tammy Whit-
worth, who has been involved with the Girl Scouts 
for 29 years. Whitworth is a Troop Leader for troops 
51 and 48. 
 “Some of the girls are going to Hawaii and 
Alaska,” said Whitworth. Through the scouts, the 
girls will develop ways to make and save money 
for these trips where they will have a full cultural 
learning experience along with history and gain ac-
complishments.
 Kaitlyn Higgins was selling cookies for a trip. 
“I love being in the girls scouts for the prizes, ad-
ventures and camping,” said Higgins. She has been 
a Girl Scout for seven years. “I am working toward 
my Silver Award.” (one of the highest awards in the 
Girl Scouts) A scout fi nds an issue they care about 
and works toward making a diff erence in their com-
munity.   
 “Kaitlyn chose to rebuild the stairs in their 
meeting building in Sheppard Park,” said Whit-
worth. “At this time, they are taped off . She will 
have to attend a city council meeting to get permis-
sion to rebuild them.” 
 From there, she will learn the process from start 
to fi nish to get it done. “I am also in the process of 
earning my coding badge,” said Higgins. “I am 
programming a video game and building a robot to 
earn it.”

Jackson Sheets was the Reserve Grand Champion Breeder during the Pasco County Steer Show.
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Several contestants make 
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Estates with Angie and 
Mickey Maquire winning 
fi rst place. 
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welcome healthcare 
professionals to the annex 
room for a wellness fair.
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Weather
Spring like temperatures 
return with partly cloudy 
skies. Temperatures will 
reach into the 80s with night 
time temperatures hovering 
around 60. 
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Sports News
Forest Lake Estates hosted 
Sweetwater in a late-season 
match that marked the 
second-to-last week of the 
2024 Zephyrhills Winter 
Horseshoe League season. 
The home team won, 23-9.
➤ 16
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Pasco County Tax Collectors 
offi  ces raised over $7,000 
from donations collected 
from the community for The 
Runaway Animal Rescue.
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hospitals in Pasco County.
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Bay Area Renaissance Festival, 
weekends through March 31 at 
12838 Auton Rd. in Dade City.  
Join the Villagers of Folkstone as 
they invite one and all to the magi-
cal 16th Century European village 
featuring 15 stages of exciting en-
tertainment including: musicians, 
magicians, jugglers and jousting. 
Over 100 artisans will fi ll the festi-
val marketplace to display and sell 
their handcrafted goods for a truly 

fabulous and endless shopping experience. Patrons will in-
teract with memorable characters and enjoy full-contact live 
armored jousting, seven theme weekends, and fabulous food 
fi t for royalty. For more information visit www.bayarearen-
fest.com. 

Florida Gun Show, Feb. 24-25, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Florida 
State Fairgrounds, 4800 U.S. Hwy. 301, North. The show in-
cludes new, used and antique fi rearms, ammunition, shooting 
supplies, knives, scopes, clips and much more. You may buy, 
sell and trade. Admission is $5 (cash only). For more informa-
tion, visit fl oridagunshows.com.

Repticon, Feb. 24-
25, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
the Florida State 
Fairgrounds, 4800 
U.S. Hwy. 301, 
North. This show 
features Repticon’s two days of fun with live animals from 
around the world, purchase pets and pet products direct from 
the experts and learn about reptiles and exotic animals. Repti-
con Tampa is one reptile and exotic animal expo that you can’t 
aff ord to miss. Admission is $11-12 for adults, $6 for ages 5-12 
and 4 and under are free. Tickets are available online at rep-
ticon.com.

Strawberry Festival, Feb 29-March 10 at 303 BerryFest Place 
in Plant City. Enjoy a day at the festival with plenty of family 
fun including live entertainment, make your own strawberry 

shortcake, livestock exhib-
its, fi ne art, and top named 
concerts. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and 6-12 years old 
are $5. For more informa-
tion on festival and mid-
way hours, visit fl strawber-
ryfestival.com.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

 During the month of January 2024 Tax Col-
lector Mike Fasano’s fi ve offi  ces featured The 
Runaways Animal Rescue, a Pasco-based no-kill 
shelter dedicated to rescuing lost and runaway 
animals, address their medical needs, including 
spay and neuter procedures if required.   
 A total of $7,906.75 was collected and pre-
sented to The Runaways Animal Rescue follow-
ing the fundraising drive. These funds will be 
dedicated to caring for the pets and keeping them 
as long as needed until they are adopted into a 
“forever home.”
 “We are absolutely thrilled, and honored, to 
have been given this opportunity,” said founder 
and president Danielle Giroux. “The support of 
our community never ceases to amaze us, and it 
is the exact reason we can save so many lives and 
make a diff erence in Pasco County. Thank you 
again to Mike Fasano and everyone at the Pas-
co County Tax Collector’s Offi  ce for choosing our 

shelter to support. We appreciate everyone who 
donated and made this possible.”
 “It was a blessing to feature The Runaways 
Animal Rescue as our January Charity-of-the-
Month,” said Fasano. “It is wonderful when new-
er organizations such as The Runaways Animal 
Rescue jump in to help serve a part of our com-
munity that at times is overwhelmed. I applaud 
Danielle Giroux and her volunteers for the dedi-
cation they have shown to the rescues under their 
care.”
 For more details regarding the charitable giv-
ing program and other services provided by the 
Pasco County Tax Collector’s Offi  ce, contact Greg 
Giordano, assistant tax collector at (727) 847-8179 
or visit www.pascotaxes.com. For more informa-
tion about The Runaways Animal Rescue, vis-
it https://www.runawaysanimalrescue.org/ or 
contact Danielle Giroux at (727) 753-8244.

Pasco County Tax Collectors 
offi  ces collect over $7,000 for 

The Runaways Animal Rescue

The staff from the Pasco Tax Collector Mike Fasano’s Office join Tax Collector Mike Fasano, 
Danielle Giroux, and volunteers from The Runaways Animal Rescue for the check presentation.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON AFTERNOON THURSDAY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

at the Zephyrhills 
Moose Lodge
3211 Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills 33541 (Highway 301 South) 813-782-1771

Doors Open At 
11:30am

$50 PAYOUT GUARANTEE
FOR REGULAR GAMES

$150 & $250 JACKPOTS 
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INJURED? An accident can steal your 
sense of wellbeing. But it 
can’t take away your rights.

Every victim deserves 
justice. For us, it’s just that 
simple. That’s why our 
fi rm has spent over 35 
years assisting clients in 
all types of cases. We’ll 
stand by you every step 
of the way, fi ghting for the 
compensation you deserve.

CAR & MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS•TRUCK ACCIDENTS
BOAT INJURIES•JET SKI ACCIDENTS

TRIP & FALL INJURIES•SLIP & FALL INJURIES
SERIOUS INJURIES•WRONGFUL DEATH

Drew Ben 
Hudgins, Esq. 800-950-5534 HudginsLawFirm.net

Civil Trial 
Practice 
Free 
Consultation

Locations in Hernando & Pasco Counties
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visibly moved by the prestigious honor and has 
treated countless animals of local residents for 
years.
 Also receiving distinctive recognition were 
students who received Church Combs Memo-
rial Awards. The award which began in 2022 
to recognize the life achievements of Combs, a 
longtime cattle farmer in Zephyrhills and the 
fi rst agriculture teacher at Durant High in east-
ern Hillsborough County, was split three ways 
between Austin John, Jayden Pinkston and Nat-
alie Rowland.
 Jeff rey Mitchell, a 2015 Pasco High grad-
uate who was that school’s FFA president for 
three years and played football for the Pirates, 
explained why three kids were recognized this 
year as opposed to just one student for the fi rst 
two years.
 “We were looking for someone who’s a 
leader, who’s selfl ess, and it was just too hard to 
choose,” said Mitchell, who considered his un-
cle a mentor. “This is just a way to honor him 
and keep his legacy going.”

 The three students received shiny belt buck-
les.
 “It’s just a keepsake, something for them to 
have a piece of Uncle Chuck with them,” Mitch-
ell said.
 Some of the other top award winners at the 
steer show were as follows: Chezney Burney, 
Cadence Lang, Zoey Clark, Addyson Watson, 
Andriana Carpenter, Daltyn Rose, Erin Potter, 
Ananiah Robinson, Shyanne Davenport, Ma-
son Sheets, Brianna Childs, Chloe Barthle, Carly 
Polk, Lillyanna Boltin, Jagger Fonte, Philip Ma-
son and Payton Meyers
 Later in the week, awards were given out 
for hogs raised by students with those animals 
auctioned off . Additionally, there were award 
winners for the poultry and rabbit competitions.
 Pageants also have been an annual highlight 
of the fair. Leading the 2024 winners were Miss 
Pasco Caylee Pettit and Miss Heart Aniston Ain-
sworth. The rest of the court includes Teen Miss 
Heart Lynzie Smith, Junior Miss Heart Chloe 
Messing, Young Miss Heart Aubrey Blommel 
and Tiny Miss Heart Paisley Irizarry.
 Each of those recipients rode the fair fl oat in 
the previous weekend’s parade.

➤STEER SHOW: From Page 1

STEVE LEE

Left: 
Holding 
their 
animals at 
the Poultry 
and Rabbitt 
Barn are 
Kassidy 
Graham, 
Emily 
Daldree 
and Caleb 
Becker.

Left: Daltyn Rose, Erin Potter and 
Ananiah Robinson were senior award 
winners.

Right: FFA students eagerly await to 
hear their names called during the steer 

awards ceremony.

Left: 
Holding 
their 
animals at 
the Poultry 
and Rabbitt 
Barn are 
Kassidy 
Graham, 
Emily 
Daldree 
and Caleb 
Becker.

Left: Zephyrhills FFA students Erin Potter and Andriana Carpenter display 
their awards.

Below: Prizes are shown on a table as volunteers and students gather around the 
area.

Right: Dr. 
Chet Taylor 

is shown with 
Courtney 
Ritter and 

Neil Mathis, 
chairman 

of the Beef 
Committee.

Below: Auctioneers and spotters look for people to raise their hands 
during the steer sale.

Above: Jeffrey Mitchell poses for a photo with 
Chuck Combs Memorial Award recipients 
Natalie Rowland, Austin John and Jayden 
Pinkston.



Edward J. 
Maciejewski 

MACIEJEWSKI, Edward J., 
passed away Feb. 12, 2024 
at the age of 87. His devot-
ed loving wife, Bernice was 
at his side. He is predeceased 
by his brother, Eugene and 
his sister, Dorothy (Nick) 
Piciucco. He is survived by 
his sister, Joan (Richard) Boy; 
stepdaughter, Robin Rous-
sos; brother-in-law, Lee (Deb-
ra) Sir; stepgrandson, Dan-
iel Roussos; nephews, Mario 
(Teresa) Piciucco, Paul (Deb-
bie) Piciucco and Kenneth 
(Lynn) Boy; and niece, Jen-
nifer (Chris) Blair. A native 
of Buff alo, N.Y., Edward is a 
graduate of Seneca Vocation-
al HS, and was employed 
by Trico Products, and Xe-
rox Corporation. In his spare 
time, he enjoyed working 
with ceramics, and was an 
avid fl ower gardener. Later, 
he took up playing the gui-
tar and singing, performing 
at various coff ee houses and 
senior citizens groups. He 
created a CD entitled “Un-
der Dessert Skies” in which 
he sang 18 songs and played 
the guitar. His funeral mass 
will be celebrated March 5, 
11 a.m. at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Zephyrhills. In lieu 
of fl owers, those who wish 
may make a contribution in 
Edward’s name to St. Joseph 

Catholic Church. Interment 
will take place in the spring 
at St. Stanislaus RC Cemetery 
in Cheektowaga, N.Y.

Robin Daniel 
Smith III (Bobby)

SMITH III, Robin Daniel, 
left us to be with the Lord 
on Feb. 22, 2024, at his home 
in Zephyrhills. He was born 
July 13, 1955, in Sunberry, 
Ohio to Robin Daniel Smith I 
and Darlene Jeane (Wolford) 
Smith. He was a member of 
the Fairhaven Baptist Church 
and served as Deacon for a 
number of years. When he 
was 10, he moved from Ohio 
to Zephyrhills with his mom. 
In high school, he played on 
the basketball team. In his 
early 20s he started his career 
in concrete work. In his 30s 
he went to work for Gordon 
and Helen Winters as oper-
ations manager at Winter’s 
Mobile Home Park, where he 
worked for 32 years. He went 
every morning for coff ee at 
Wawa, or the donut shop 
with buddies Joe and Dicky. 
Every day he would go for 
lunch at Sunrise Eatery and 
meet up with Bob and other 
friends. He loved going out 
fi shing in his boat with Hol-
lywood Dave, or deep-sea 
fi shing with his best friend 
Dave Hayford. Bobby loved 
life, and he was loved by all. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Sally J. Joseph, her children, 
Angela Roussell, Mindy, her 
husband, Sean Convie, and 
granddaughter, Chloe. His 
three children, Christopher 
(deceased) and daughter- 
in-law, Idiolexis, son, Brian 
and daughter, Myra all from 
prior marriages, and three 

grandchildren from Chris-
topher and prior marriage, 
Jake, Courtney, and Kierst-
in. One grandchild from son, 
Brian, Brian Alston Daniel 
Smith, and four from daugh-
ter, Myra and husband, Tim-
my, Arya, Hazel, Athena, and 
Theo (I-rex), and one on the 
way. And three great-grand-
children by Courtney and 
Josh Shaff er, Addy, Liam and 
Maverick. Also survived by 
his sister, Sheryl Parkinson 
and husband, and their chil-
dren Tina Parkinson, Aar-
on (deceased), Melissa and 
husband, Jason Sowards, 
James and wife, Heidi and 
sister, Kim and husband, Bri-
an Balachowski, brother, Mi-
chael and wife, Beth various 
nieces and nephews, step-
mother, Patty Smith and 
Aunt Sally Brigham. Bobby 
made a big impact all around 
him. A friend to all, strang-
er to none. In lieu of fl owers, 
please donate to the church 
serving the family or your fa-
vorite charity. Service will be 
March 2, 11 a.m. at Fairhaven 
Baptist Church. 
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If you would like to 
place an obituary 
in The Zephyrhills 

News, please 
contact us at (813) 

782-1558 for pricing 
or go through your 

funeral home. 

EAST PASCO 
SEVENTH-DAY 

ADVENTIST
CHURCH
7333 Dairy Rd. 
(813) 782-2000

Ray Pichette, Lead Pastor
Leonardo Olivera, Associate 

Pastor
Saturday

Bible Study...............10:15 a.m.
Worship Service........8:45 a.m. and 

11:15 a.m.
Al-non

Monday...............................12 p.m. 
Wednesday.............................7 p.m.

Alcohol Anonymous
Friday....................................10 a.m.

Overeaters Anonymous
Monday............................5:30 p.m. 
Friday...............................11:30 a.m.

Narcotics Anonymous
Sunday...................................7 p.m.
Wednesday.............................7 p.m.
Thursday................................7 p.m.

www.eastpascoadventist.com

ATONEMENT
LUTHERAN

CHURCH
29617 S.R. 54

(813) 973-2211
Pastor Scott Lindner 

Sunday 
Traditional Service...........9:30 a.m.

Contemporary  Service  with  
Sunday School.....................11 a.m.

Live Streaming on webiste:
 discoveralc.com

CORNERSTONE
BAPTIST CHURCH

5434 7th St.
(813) 783-2727

Pastor Stephen R. Lamb
Sunday

Adult Sunday 
School.................................9:45a.m.

Coffee and Donut
Fellowship .......................10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................11 a.m.
Evening Worship ................... 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Prayer and Praise Services......6 p.m. 
“The end of your search for an old 

fashioned church”
cornerstonebczhills.org

DADE CITY GRACE
BIBLE CHURCH
Dade City Business Center 

Suite 403
15000 U.S. Hwy. 301 N.

(Look for the water tower)
(352) 567-3955

Pastor Willard L. Sessoms
Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service .....................10 a.m.

www.bibletruthfortoday.com 
YouTube at Dade City Grace 

Bible Church

FIRST METHODIST 
CHURCH OF 

ZEPHYRHILLS
38635 5th Ave. 
(813) 782-5645

Senior Pastor Steve Ezra 
Sunday

Sunday School for adults
9:30 and 10:45 a.m.

Contemporary ................. 9:30 a.m.
Traditional ............................11 a.m.

Youth Group second Sunday of 
the month at 4 p.m.

Live streaming for both services at 
www.fumczhills.org

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

5510 19th St. 
(813) 782-7412

Pastor Denise Lay
Sunday

Worship..................................10 a.m.
Coffee fellowship after worship

Nursery available during worship
First Sunday of the month

Messy Church......................3-5 p.m.
Monday and Friday

Free community Meals.......4-5 p.m.
Tuesday

Food Pantry............9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Service is livestreamed on Facebook 

and webpage
www.firstpcz.org

ST. ELIZABETH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

5855 16th St.
(813) 782-1202

Father Rick Campbell, Priest
Reverend Hugh Wilkes, 

Deacon
Saturday 

Communion Service......4 p.m.
Sunday

Communion Service......8 a.m.
and 10 a.m.
Wednesday

Communion Service......5 p.m.
Bible Study.......................6 p.m.

www.stelizabeths.episcopalswfl.org

BIBLE
MISSIONARY

CHURCH 
5521 23rd St.

(813) 782-8772
Reverend Duane Miller

Sunday School.................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship .......... 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service.......................6 p.m.
Wednesday Service .................6 p.m.

COMMUNITY OF 
CHRIST 

ZEPHYRHILLS
7334 16th St.

(813) 469-1265
Pastor Dawn McDowell

Sunday 
Sunday School...................9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service ................10:45 a.m. 

Potluck every third Sunday
FB Zephyrhills Community of 

Christ shown..........................1 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF

ZEPHYRHILLS
38231 5th Ave.
(813) 782-5574

Pastor Robert McKinney
Sunday

Sunday School...................9:30 a.m.
Worship ....... 10:45 a.m. and  6 p.m.

Wednesday
Service .....................................6 p.m.
Choir Practice ........................6 p.m.
Children’s Activities ..............6 p.m.
TRUTH teen ministries..6:15 p.m.

ZEPHYRHILLS 
CHURCH

OF CHRIST
5444 4th St.

(205) 405-7700
Evangelist Kevin Heaton

Sunday
Bible Study ........................9:30 a.m.
Worship.........10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday 
Bible Study...............................7 p.m.

www.zephyrhillschurch.com

CHURCH NEWS

ST.  JOSEPH 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

38710 5th Ave.
(813) 782-2813

Reverend Allan Tupa
Saturday 

Mass .........................................4 p.m. 
Sunday

Mass ...............................7, 9, 11 a.m.
Weekday Masses

Monday................................... 8 a.m.
Tuesday ................................... 8 a.m.
Wednesday .............................. 8 a.m. 
Thursday ................................ 8 a.m.
Friday ...................................... 8 a.m. 

Saturday
   Adoration/Confessions ..8-9 a.m.

OBITUARIES

 AdventHealth Wesley Chapel and Advent-
Health Zephyrhills in Pasco County are honored 
to receive Healthgrades’ America’s 250 Best Hos-
pitals Award for 2024, highlighting their com-
mitment to consistent clinical excellence. These 
AdventHealth facilities have garnered multiple 
accolades based on recent research by Health-
grades, a top resource for consumers seeking hos-
pitals or doctors. 
 “Healthgrades’ ratings refl ect not just num-
bers, but the dedication and expertise of our 
healthcare professionals in consistently deliver-
ing top-quality services,” said Mike Murrill, pres-
ident and CEO of AdventHealth Zephyrhills, Ad-
ventHealth Dade City and AdventHealth Con-
nerton. “We are honored to have such a wonder-
ful medical team providing award-winning care 
to those we serve.” 
 Among both AdventHealth Wesley Chapel 
and Zephyrhills’ distinctions are Specialty Excel-
lence Awards placing the hospital in the Top 10 
percent of the nation for gastrointestinal surgery 
and critical care excellence and fi ve-star ratings 
for services such as treatment of heart attack and 
treatment of stroke. These achievements place 
these AdventHealth facilities in the upper eche-
lon of hospitals for specialty care and refl ect the 
organization’s commitment to consistently deliv-
er the best care possible. 
 “As established providers of whole person 
care in the Pasco County community, we’re deep-
ly honored to be acknowledged with so many 
awards between AdventHealth Wesley Chapel 
and AdventHealth Zephyrhills,” said Erik Wang-
sness, president and CEO of AdventHealth Wes-
ley Chapel. “This recognition from Healthgrades 
celebrates not just our commitment to the best 
clinical outcomes, but also the kind of personal-
ized care our community deserves.” 
 Healthgrades evaluates hospitals solely on 

clinical outcomes: risk-adjusted mortality and 
complications. By focusing on what matters most, 
patient outcomes, Healthgrades ratings provide 
critical feedback for both patients and hospitals. 
By off ering easy access to objective performance 
measures, Healthgrades gives consumers the in-
formation they need to fi nd a hospital that ex-
cels in providing the care they need. By shining a 
light on strengths and weaknesses, Healthgrades 
ratings help direct hospitals to opportunities for 
clinical improvement.  The 2024 hospital assess-
ment evaluated patient mortality and complica-
tion rates for 35 common conditions and proce-
dures at approximately 4,500 hospitals nation-
wide to identify the top performers. 
 The 2024 Healthgrades analysis revealed 
that the variation in performance among hos-
pitals continues to widen, making it increasing-
ly important to seek care at top-rated programs.  
From 2020 through 2022, if all hospitals as a group 
performed similarly to fi ve-star hospitals, on av-
erage, 215,667 lives could potentially have been 
saved, and 149,521 patients could have avoided 
potential complications. 
 “Healthgrades congratulates AdventHealth 
Wesley Chapel and AdventHealth Zephyrhills 
for being national leaders and demonstrating 
a deep commitment to providing high-quali-
ty care to all patients,” said Brad Bowman, MD, 
Chief Medical Offi  cer and Head of Data Science 
at Healthgrades. “Your dedication, expertise and 
tireless eff orts have not only set you apart but 
have also positively impacted the lives of count-
less patients.” 
 Consumers can visit Healthgrades.com to 
learn more about how Healthgrades measures 
hospital quality and access a patient-friendly 
overview of how we rate and why hospital qual-
ity matters.

AdventHealth in Pasco 
County receives 30 

Healthgrades Awards  

For us, it’s not about selling caskets or an urn. It is about the life 
that you wish to remember.

4911 Allen Road, Zephyrhills • (Hillvest Center across from Big Lots) • 813-395-6988
www.coastalcremationsonline.com • Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm

BEAUTIFUL CHAPEL FOR FUNERALS
BURIAL SERVICES / CREMATIONS
PRE-PLANNING SERVICES

... when you need it most from our family to yours

OVER 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church, 5855 16th 
St. invites you to weekly services on Saturday, 4 
p.m. or Sundays at 8 and 10 a.m. Coff ee and 
fellowship are on Sundays between the two ser-
vices.
 For more information you can call the 
church offi  ce at (813) 782-1202 or visit www.
stelizabeths.episcopalswfl .org.
  

First Baptist Church of Zephyrhills, 38231 
5th Ave., invites you to Sunday services at 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m. with Pastor Rob McKinney.
 Teen First Baptist Ministires, is on Wednes-
days at 6 p.m., with youth leaders, Carla Berger 
and Paul Warner. Bus transportation is 
available.
 The children ministry, TeamKid, is on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. with director, Lorraine 
McKinney, and teachers, Carol Arnold and Sar-
ah Lutz. 
 The Sunday services are: Sunday school 
for all ages, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:45 
a.m.; and evening service at 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
mid-week service, 6 p.m. and choir practice is at 
5 p.m. For more information, call the church at 
(813) 782-5574.

East Pasco Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
7333 Dairy Rd. invites you to Saturday services

with Lead Pastor Ray Pichette and Associate 
Pastor, Leonardo Olivera. Bible study is at 10-11 
a.m. and worship services are at 8:45 and 11:15 
a.m. Wednesday mid-week services are at 7 p.m.
 Al-Anon (Noon Solutions) is Monday, 12 
p.m., Al-Anon (Serenity), Wednesday, 7 p.m., 
Narcotics Anonymous is Sunday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous is 
Friday at 10 a.m. and Overeaters Anonymous is 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. and Friday, 11:30 a.m.  
 The Adventist Health Food Store is open at 
the church Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m.
 For more information, call  (813) 782-2000 or 
visit www.eastpascoadventist.com.

  First Methodist Church of Zephyr hills, 
38635 5th Ave. and Senior Pastor Steve Ezra in-
vites the community to worship services every 
Sunday, with contemporary service at 9:30 a.m. 
and traditional service at 11 a.m. Coff ee and fel-
lowship in Cooper Hall behind the sanctuary, 
every Sunday from 9-10:45 a.m.   
 For more information, call (813) 782-5645 or 
visit fumczhills.org.



Thursday, February 29, 2024 | The Zephyrhills News

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The adventur-
ous Arian won’t be disappointed when taking 
on a new challenge, despite some initial mis-
givings. Look for this move to open up other 
opportunities down the line.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Let that beauti-
ful Bovine smile not only put you at ease, but 
also show that you’re ready, willing and more 
than able to confound the naysayers around 
you. Meanwhile, a new admirer has important 
news

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Be careful how 
you handle a relationship that you’re hoping to 
save. You already have the facts on your side. 
Avoid weakening your position by embellish-
ing it with dramatics.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Taking definitive 
stands isn’t easy for the often-wavering Moon 
Child. But you not only need to stay with your 
decision, but also reassure others that it was the 
right thing to do.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) As a proud Lion, 
you’re right to be upset about those who might 
be lying about you to others. But the best re-
venge is proving them wrong by succeeding at 

what you set out to do.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Caution 
is still advised before making a financial com-
mitment to a “promising” project. Look for the 
facts behind the fluff. Devote the weekend to 
loved ones.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A Taurus 
offers comfort and advice as you deal with an 
upsetting event. Use this as a learning experi-
ence that will help you avoid similar problems 
in the future.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A ro-
mantic situation creates some chaos for single 
Scorpions, but it’s well worth the effort to work 
things out. A trusted friend can offer some 
helpful advice.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 
21) Expect to make new friends as your social 
circle expands. Also, remember to tell a certain 
family member how proud you are of their 
achievements.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) 
New ventures continue to be favored. And 
with your self-confidence rising all the time, 

KING CROSSWORD - FEB. 29
King Crossword

ACROSS
1 Not so hot?
5 Dog tags, e.g.
8 Quick look

12 Antioxidant berry
13 French vineyard
14 Impetuous
15 Dungeon’s quality
17 Actress Rae
18 Small batteries
19 Detroit hoopster
21 Like a neglected lawn
24 Coop group
25 Within (Pref.)
26 Foppish behavior
30 Caustic cleaner
31 Loud
32 Dean’s list stat
33 Writer Steel
35 Three- -- sloth
36 Barn birds
37 Travesty
38 “Jane Eyre” author
41 Tofu source
42 Chicago’s Mayor 
Lightfoot
43 Hanging loosely
48 Location
49 Swiss canton
50 Roasting spot
51 Church song
52 Domino spot
53 Harvest

DOWN
1 Bankroll
2 Obamacare acronym
3 Scooted
4 Japanese emperor
5 Frosts a cake
6 Hosp. workers
7 Hitchcock forte
8 Overly proper
9 Bridge position

10 Canadian gas brand

11 “Star Trek II” villain
16 Aye undoer
20 “500” race
21 Use a blowtorch
22 New Age singer
23 Genesis garden
24 Salutes
26 Prettified
27 Composer Stravinsky
28 Detail, briefly
29 Created
31 Salamander
34 Sea off Sicily
35 “Fearless” singer Swift
37 Boating hazard
38 Humdrum

39 “Gilmore Girls” daughter
40 Utah city
41 Use scissors
44 “Exodus” hero
45 “-- had it!”
46 Museum-funding org.
47 Econ. measure

ANSWERS TO KING
CROSSWORDS

FEB. 22

 SALOME’S STARS
you’ll want to see how well you can do with a 
new challenge. So, go toward it.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This 
is a good time for the usually serious-minded 
Aquarian to let loose and enjoy some fun times. 
Expect to get good news about a workplace is-
sue.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Changed 
plans might upset some people, but your needs 
should be respected. Offer explanations when 
necessary. But don’t let yourself get talked into 
changing your decisions.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a gift for bring-
ing people together. You would make a fine 
judge or counselor.

6

 MOMENTS IN TIME: The History Channel
* On March 11, 2021, England’s Prince William made a public statement declaring that the 
British royal family was not a racist one. The announcement came on the heels of allegations 
from his sister-in-law, Prince Harry’s wife Meghan Markle, that she had experienced racism 
from some of the Windsors.
* On March 12, 1999, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland formally joined NATO, en-
dowing the nations with a level of political and military security that had been lacking for 
much of the 20th century. The move was said to signify the beginning of a united Europe.
* On March 13, 1942, the U.S. Army promoted Julia Otteson Flikke, who served as a nurse 
during both world wars, to the rank of its first female colonel. Her second-in-command, Cap-
tain Florence A. Blanchfield, was appointed lieutenant colonel by Dwight D. Eisenhower and 
became the first woman in American history to hold permanent military rank.
* On March 14, 2022, singer-songwriter, actress Dolly Parton initially refused a Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame nomination. The Hall nevertheless kept the nomination in place, and she was 
ultimately voted in. Parton finally accepted her induction because it was something her fans 
were eager for.
* On March 15, 1959, Robert Foster created a new world record by holding his breath un-
derwater in a California swimming pool for an astounding 13 minutes and 42.5 seconds. He 
would hold this record for the next 48 years.
* On March 16, 1876, 20-something variety show dancers Nelly Saunders and Rose Harland 
fought in America’s first public women’s boxing match at Harry Hill’s gambling resort in 
New York, for a prize of $200 and a silver plate. After Saunders won by a single point, the 
pair “left the stage arm in arm.”
* On March 17, 1905, Albert Einstein submitted his first paper on the quantum theory of light 
to the journal Annalen der Physik. It was the only one of his papers that year that he himself 
described as “very revolutionary,” and the theory would become a cornerstone of modern 
physics.



* A double rainbow occurs when sunlight is reflected twice inside 
a raindrop. Look closely, and you’ll see that the colors of the sec-
ondary rainbow appear in reverse order.
* In an 897 A.D. event known as the Cadaver Synod, Pope Ste-
phen VI had the corpse of a previous pontiff, Formosus, exhumed, 
perched on a throne and questioned about his “crimes,” which 
were mostly about being on the wrong side of a political struggle.
* Blood makes up about 8 percent of your total body weight.
* Floccinaucinihilipilification -- one of the longest words in the 
English language -- is the act of estimating that something is 
worthless.
* According to a Japanese study, looking at cute animal pictures 
can boost your focus.
* We hate to break it to you, but Wendy’s chocolate Frosty is actu-
ally half chocolate and half vanilla, because owner Dave Thomas 
thought an all-chocolate treat would be too overpowering when 
paired with the chain’s burgers and fries.
* At the Gettysburg reunion in 1913, two men purchased a hatch-
et, walked to the site where their regiments had fought, and bur-
ied it.
* An Oscar trophy has a raw value of about $600.
* In a move that many may appreciate, if not take the trouble to 
emulate, a British man changed his name to Tim Pppppppppprice 
to make it harder for telemarketers to pronounce.
* A 1907 ad campaign for Kellogg’s Corn Flakes offered a free 
sample of cereal to any customer who would wink at their grocer.
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 STRANGE BUT TRUE
  By Lucie Winborne   
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Ladies at Betmar Acres 
get together for The 

Cooking Show

Residents at Florida 
Estates gather for a chili 
contest in the clubhouse

8

Left: Residents at 
Florida Estates await 
the moment when 
they get to taste the 
different chilis.

Below: Sandy Patch 
explains the rules to 
judges, Albert Weaver, 
Rick Weaver and Sally 
Flewelling.

SUSAN SLATER

Above: The ladies stuff the grape 
leaves, while Betty Haskins learns 
more about food than just meat, 
bread and potatoes.

Left: Ladies at Betmar Acres chop 
vegetables for the Israeli salad 
featuring tomatoes, cucumbers, 
onions and a lemon dressing.

SUSAN SLATER

Above: Angie and 
Mickey Maquire were 
the winners of the 
Florida Estates Chili 
Cook Off.

Left: Residents line 
up for their chance to 
taste the chilis with 
homemade cornbread.

Left: Pat Hikel Modrich, 
left,  hosted The Cooking 
Show for the ladies at 
Betmar Acres.

Below: Melanie Graves 
fills the pastry cups with 
walnuts for the Baklava, 
while others assist her.

Below: Ladies chip in to season the ground 
hamburger and lamb meat for the grape 
leaves, which is a Lebanese traditional dish.

Above: Volunteers get the trays of chilis 
ready for the judges to test. 

NATIONALLY
RECOGNIZED CARE 

CARE CLOSE
TO HOME 

GROUNDBREAKING 
RESEARCH

We know your heart.

We know the heart. We’ve mapped it, 
repaired it and researched it. We’ve 
strengthened it and saved it. Every heart is 
unique, and our heart experts are here to 
care for each one and to celebrate the triumphs of 
recovery. We know your heart, and we know there 
is an unstoppable human spirit at the center of it.

Schedule an appointment today.
Visit AdventHealthCardiovascularInstitute.com
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PARK NEWS

Betmar residents welcome 
local wellness professionals 

to their clubhouse

Arbor Oaks’ residents 
enjoy Monday bowling at 

Pin Chasers

SUSAN SLATER

Left: Arbor Oaks 
residents gather 
for Monday 
morning bowling 
league.

Below: Maggie 
MacQuarrie is 
frozen, while 
waiting to see 
how her throw 
ends up.

Left: Participants 
of the Wellness Fair 
wait for the winners 
of the gifts given by 
the fair vendors.

Below: Bill 
Morehouse 
demonstrates the 
functions and 
explains the low cost 
of hearing aids.

Above: Lauren Gantar is part of the 
mobile mammography traveling bus, 
which administers 3D mammograms 
on the spot.

Above: Mike Schlicht lets 
go of the ball with great 
form.

Above: Lauren Gantar is part of the 

Above: Dr. Robert Dragan 
and Armin Loges demonstrate 
their medical technology, 
which records your body 
movements and more.

Left: The annex room had 
health professionals sharing 
their information and testing 
on the spot.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) eective as of the publication date. Oer applies to new CDs only. $1,000 
minimum deposit to open and is required to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. IRA CD is subject 
to eligibility requirements. Oer not available to Public Funds, brokers, dealers and other financial institutions. 
Fees could reduce earnings. Oer subject to change without notice. Oer good at locations in Florida only.
**IRA CD must be opened in person and cannot be opened online.

Start earning
today with

Bank OZK!

Visit our Zephyrhills location or open an 
account online at ozk.com**

8-MONTH CD OR IRA CD** SPECIAL

5.30
5.

13-MONTH CD OR IRA CD** SPECIAL

00

Above: Chris Demo is recognized 
as a great bowler and takes it 
seriously.

Left: Don Temple gets a strike and 
is able to pick a card towards his 
hand for the winning prize.

SUSAN SLATER



Thursday, February 29, 2024 | The Zephyrhills News10

keep Zephyrhills clean. It’s a good project.”
 Just for that day, from 8 a.m. to noon, lo-
cal residents were permitted to drop off  various 
disposable items, such as appliances, electronics 
furniture, mixed debris, old tires and the like.
 It represented a joint eff ort between the City 
of Zephyrhills and the Community Redevelop-
ment Agency. The city’s public works crews set 
up large dumpsters and had front-end loaders 
on hand to assist people who dropped off  items 
at the set-up adjacent to the city’s tennis courts.
 Gail Hamilton, the CRA’s director, contrib-
uted to the cause by grilling hot dogs, hamburg-
ers and sausages to provide lunch for the city 
workers. She was only too happy to help out.
 “We partnered on it,” Hamilton said. “The 
city does the clean-up. They do their part and 
the CRA provides lunch.”
 The project is especially meaningful, Ham-
ilton added, because “The CRA does code en-
forcement. We want city residents to come out. 
You tell me who can drive up and the crew un-
loads it. That’s an incredible service.”
 Before last weekend, the last time a com-
munity clean-up took place in Zephyr Park was 
last March. That joint eff ort was between the city 
and Pasco County Sanitation Department, the 
fi rst of its kind but maybe not the last one.
 “We’re just doing this on our own. It’s a 
city event,” said public works director Shane 

Leblanc, noting that the city and county could 
someday combine on another joint clean-up 
project.
 “I’m not going to rule it out, but we don’t 
have anything on the schedule,” he continued. 
“If they want to collaborate then we’d love to. 
Actually, we’ve been turning away county resi-
dents.
 The mobile clean-up was strictly for drop-
off s and did not include alley sweeps or crews 
picking up items throughout the city. Hazard-
ous materials and chemicals were not accepted 
and proof of residence in the city was required 
by those who pulled up in vehicles, some with 
trailers towing various items.
 “I think it’s really helpful,” said Preston 
Futral, who had a pickup fi lled with various 
items to dispose of. “The way the economy’s go-
ing now a lot of people can’t aff ord to go to the 
dump.”
 “I love it,” added Maria Lebron, who pulled 
up in a pickup with old furniture, an old chair 
and branches. “They make it easy and they give 
you enough time.”
 Leblanc was impressed that by 10 a.m. 145 
vehicles had passed through the drop-off  site. In 
all, city workers collected disposable items from 
212 vehicles.
 On Saturday, once the roll-off  dumpsters 
were fi lled up to capacity they were driven to a 
landfi ll in Dade City. Leblanc said the city paid a 
tipping fee as part of the collaborative eff ort.

➤CLEAN UP: From Page 1

STEVE LEE

Above: A front-end loader, filled with various collected items, heads to a dump-
ster.

Above: City workers 
guide residents to the 
appropriate areas during 
the community clean-up 
in Zephyr Park.

Right: Denise Finch, 
seated, tallied the number 

of vehicles that came 
through the line. She is 

shown with city officials 
Antwon Gildon, Shane 

Leblanc, Steve Spina and 
Kevin Weiss.

Above: City workers 
take logs and yard 
debris from the back 
of a pickup truck to be 
disposed of during the 
community clean-up 
effort.

Right: Vehicles of 
city residents line up 
alongside the tennis 

courts in Zephyr Park to 
drop off items.

You can trust us to help the Do-It-Yourselfer! 
From screen rooms & carports to home remodeling 

projects and new home construction, we’re 
committed to helping our customers 
with quality products and honesty!

• IMPROVE YOUR HOME
• SAVE MONEY • SOLVE PROBLEMS

“IT LOOKS
LEVEL TO
ME, AL”

YOUR
HOME

IS YOUR
MOST

VALUABLE
ASSET

SUN STATE
Aluminum, Inc.

Family owned and operated since 1984

6154 FORT KING RD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • 813-788-7308

www.ReutimannCollision.com

ZEPHYRHILLS
37529 TALL PINES DR.
(813) 782-4152

DADE CITY
14343 8TH STREET

(352) 437-3200

• Professional Collision
Repair & Painting

• Work with all Major
Insurance Companies

• Minor Mechanical Repairs
• Uni-body & Full Frame

Straightening
• Computerized Laser

Measuring Frame & Repair
• Major Fleet Service Collision Repair

• Motorhome Repair & Painting
• 24/7 Towing Service

• Rental Car Agency available
   in moments notice

• Pick-up & Drop-o�  Service
• FREE Computerized Estimates

“Family Owned
& Operated”

“WRITTEN LIFETIME 
WARRANTY ON ALL 
WORKMANSHIP & 
PAINT!”

WE NEVER PROVIDE 
ANYTHING LESS 
THAN PROFESSIONAL, 
HONEST WORK!

HOURS:  MON.-FRI.
7:45AM – 5:30PM

You don’t have to journey to the end of 
the Rainbow to Score the Best Collision 
Auto Repair
Service
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We are community minded, community driven… covering local news, government, schools, police logs, and events.

We feature advertising from local businesses ready to serve your needs. People who are eager to build trusted, 
personalized relationships that will exceed your expectations – but not your budgets. 

Delivered by the U.S. Postal Service every Thursday or available online at thezephyrhillsnewsonline.com.
Whether you’re in need of community connection or advertising solutions, we’re eager to provide.

...your local source since 1911

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Newspapers 
continue to be the long-established,
trusted communications source.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION $25.00 
2-YEARS $40.00 (SAVE 20%)
Inside Pasco County. (Outside Pasco $40.00/yr)

38333 5th Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 33542
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

CALL 813-782-1558
To order by mail:

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: _____________________________________________ Zip code: ______________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________ Please include your check or money order for $25.00 for one year or $40.00 for two years.

1. Contest open to children ages 
4–12, except for immediate family 
of employees of this newspaper.

2. Crayons, markers, or pencils may 
be used. An adult or older child 
may assist the child in filling out 
the entry form, but not in coloring 
the entry. Only one entry per 
child.

3 Entries must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Monday, March 18, 2024. 

4. Entries become property of this  
newspaper and may be used for 
any purpose, including (but not 
limited to) publishing any or all of 
them in a future issue. 

____________________________________
YOUR NAME                                                                                

____________________________________
AGE                             PHONE

____________________________________
ADDRESS

____________________________________

____________________________________
CITY                                                                   

____________________________________
STATE                                                      ZIP

WINNERS WILL
RECEIVE A SURPRISE

Mail entry to: 
Zephyrhills News
38333 5th Ave.
Zephyrhills, FL 33542

COLORING
CONTEST
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NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Hide-
Away Storage – Zephyrhills 
located at 37148 State Road 
54, Zephyrhills FL 33542 
intends to hold a sale to 
sell the property stored at 
the Facility by the below 
Occupants whom are in 
default at an Auction. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
3/13/2024 at 10:00AM. 
Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the 
contents are household 
goods and furnishings. 
Robert I Ely unit #AA442; 
Hector L Rosado Jr unit 
#C245; Michael W Rudder 
unit #G319; Tiffany E Dale 
unit #H192; Amber J Day 
unit #I147; Pablo Ramos/
Patagonic USA Corp. 
unit #OS07B contents: 
2002 Dodge Ram VIN 
1B7HA16N62J121282. This 
sale may be withdrawn 
at any time without 
notice. Certain terms and 
conditions apply. See 
manager for details.

Published: February 22, 
2024 and February 29, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that STORAGE KING 
USA located at 38461 
CR 54, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 intends to hold a 
sale to sell the property 
described below to enforce 
a lien under the Florida Self 
Storage Facility Act, Statues, 
Section 83.80-83.809. The 
sale will be conducted under 
the direction of Christopher 
Rosa (AU4167) and Storage 
Treasures.Com. Contents 
will be sold for cash ONLY 
to the highest bidder. A 
15% buyer’s premium and 
a $100.00 Cleaning Deposit 
per unit will be charged. 
All sales are final. The 
seller reserves the right to 
withdrawal the property at 
any time before the sale or 
to refuse bids. The personal 
property may include but 
is not limited to general 
household, office, personal 
property, furniture, boxes, 
clothes, and appliances. The 

sale will occur on March 
21, 2024, at approximately 
9 a.m. online at www.
storagetreasures.com. 
The following units are 
delinquent in rents and fees:
Joyce Sullivan – Unit 62
Nicole Heister – Unit 67
Paul Bryant – Unit 69
Nicole Lauria – Unit 263
Published: February 22 and 
February 29, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
OUT O’ SPACE STORAGE 
located at 13038 U.S. HWY. 
301, Dade City, FL 33525 
(phone number 352 521-
3374) intends to hold a 
sale to sell the property 
described below to enforce 
a lien under the Florida Self 
Storage Facility Act, Statues, 
section 83.80-83.809. The 
personal property may 
include but not limited 
to general household, 
office, personal property, 
furniture, boxes, clothes, 
and appliances. The sale 
will occur on March 12, 2024 
at 9:30 a.m. The following 

units are delinquent in rents 
and fees: 
B15 - McDonald, Bradiesha 
- Boxes, Misc. Items
B44 - Waller, Valerie - Boxes, 
Misc. Items
C158 - Cawley, Marleen 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C168 - Sanders, William 
– Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C193 - Sargent, Ronda - 
Boxes, Misc. Items
C230 - VEGA, NANCY 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C232 - Branes, Robert – 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
D326 - Plange, Nii - Boxes, 
Furniture, Misc. Items
E366 - McGavock, Melissa 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
E369 - Futch, Brittany - 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
PS12 - Williams, Ronner 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
PS3 - Gonzalez, Victor - 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items 

Published: February 22 and 
February 29, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that DADE CITY SELF 
STORAGE located at 16031 
US Hwy 301, Dade City, 
FL 33523 intends to hold 
a sale to sell the property 
described below to enforce 
a lien under the Florida Self 
Storage Facility Act, Statues, 
section 83.801-83.809. The 
personal property may 
include but not limited 
to general household, 
office, personal property, 
furniture, boxes, clothes, 
and appliances. The auction 
will occur on March 19, 2024 
at 11:00 a.m. The auction 
will be held online at www.
storagetreasures.com.
The following units are 
delinquent in rents and fees: 
Unit 331 - GARY M 
JACKSON, 14823 
DOUGLAS ST, DADE 
CITY, FL, 33523, Misc. Items
227 - Amber Williams, 
2628 Dupont Ave N, 
Minneapolis, MN, 55411, 

Misc. Items
225 - HEATHER J 
MITCHELL, 37055 OAK 
ARBOUR LN APT 201, 
DADE CITY, FL, 33525, 
Misc. Items
426 - ENCARNACION 
LARACUENTE PACHECO, 
14817 CROFT ST, DADE 
CITY, FL, 33525, Misc. Items
322 - Ashley Q Moore, 
20656 Blanchette ct APT 
24, Dade Cirty, FL, 33523, 
Misc. Items
320 - Melissa L Gephart, 
3340 JESSES CT, DADE 
CITY, FL, 33523, Misc. Items
455 - PEGGY HOPPER, 
9683 CR 671 LOT 45, 
BUSHNELL, FL, 33513, 
Misc. Items
126 - ANDREW 
CAPEHART, 15113 JEANIE 
LN, DADE CITY, FL, 33523, 
Misc. Items
W1112 - LISA K LONG, P.O 
BOX 1581, PLANT CITY, 
FL, 33564, Misc. Items
526 - MARIA REYNA, 
37026 MAIN AVE, DADE 
CITY, FL, 33523, Misc. Items
Published: February 29, 
2024 and March 7, 2024.

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

LAW PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 865.09, 

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to engage in 
business under the fictitious 
name of WISE GUYS 
INTERACTIVE : located 
at 25909 Commendable 
Loop in the County of 
Pasco in the City of Wesley 
Chapel, Florida 33544-5532 
intends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Wesley Chapel, 
Florida, this 23rd day of 
February 2024.
JC YORK, LLC
Published: February 29, 
2024

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

LAW PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 865.09, 

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-

signed, desiring to 
engage in business under 
the fictitious name of 
GIORDANO ELECTRIC 
: located at 1054 Amber 
Leaf Trl in the County of 
Pasco in the City of Wesley 
Chapel, Florida 33544-6610 
intends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Wesley Chapel, 
Florida, this 23rd day of 
February 2024.
GIORDANO-BRUNO 
PATRICK
Published: February 29, 
2024

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

LAW PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 865.09, 

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to engage 
in business under the 
fictitious name of EVERY 
DOG HAS THEIR WALK 
: located at 21148 Sky Vista 
Dr in the County of Pasco 

in the City of Land O’ 
Lakes, Florida 34637-7457 
intends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Land O’ Lakes, 
Florida, this 23rd day of 
February 2024.
STRAUSS DIANNA 
CHARLENE
Published: February 29, 
2024

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

LAW PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 865.09, 

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to engage in 
business under the fictitious 
name of ZEPHYRHILLS 
PAINTING : located at 
37340 Tropical Dr in the 
County of Pasco in the 
City of Zephyrhills, Florida 
33542 intends to register the 
said name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Zephyrhills, 
Florida, this 20th day of 
February 2024.
SCOTT E WHELAN
Published: February 29, 
2024

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

LAW PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 865.09, 

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to engage 
in business under the 
fictitious name of VIBRANT 
OAK CO. : located at 36312 
Spanish Rose Drive in the 
County of Pasco in the City 
of Dade City, Florida 33525 
intends to register the said 
name with the Division 
of Corporations of the 
Florida Department of State, 
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Dade City, Florida, 
this 25th day of February 
2024.
VANESSA ELLIS
Published: February 29, 
2024

L E G A L S

Robbery
A 37-year-old Florida woman was arrest-

ed Feb. 12 at 5th Avenue and 8th Street, after 
she allegedly took a backpack from a man and 
punched him.

Arrested was Laquila Monique Larry 
Courtney; no address listed.

Courtney was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Retail theft
A 40-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-

ed Feb. 12 at Hobby Lobby, 7407 Gall Blvd., af-
ter he allegedly took several items. A check al-
legedly revealed a prior theft conviction.

Arrested was Anthony Michael O’Brien of 
6353 Silver Oaks Dr.

O’Brien was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and given a notice to appear.

Active warrant
A 45-year-old Inverness man was arrested 

Feb. 12 at Beacon Woods and U.S. Highway 19 
after a traffic stop allegedly revealed a warrant 
out of Citrus County for a writ of bodily attach-
ment charge.

Arrested was Lawrence Wesley Walls, Jr. of 
318 S Osceola Ave.
  Walls, Jr. was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Possession of 
methamphetamine

A 50-year-old Holiday man was arrested 
Feb. 12 at Little Road and State Road 52 after a 
traffic stop, for a littering violation, allegedly re-
vealed 0.35 grams of methamphetamine. 

Arrested was Billy Eugene Clark of 4125 
Oakfield Ave.
  

CRIME REPORTS

LOCKSMITH WANTED
IN ZEPHYRHILLS 
WILL TRAIN! 

Mike Keys Locksmith Service is looking for someone 
with experience in commercial, residential and automotive. 
Daytime work. Must have valid drivers license with clean 

driving record and pass background check. Competitive pay.
Email resume to: mikekeyslocksmith@gmail.com

Clark was processed by the Zephyrhills Po-
lice Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Possession of 
methamphetamine

A 51-year-old Port Richey man was arrest-
ed Feb. 15 at Wawa, 9021 S.R. 52 in Hudson after 
a traffic stop, for an expired registration, alleg-
edly revealed a methamphetamine rock weigh-
ing 0.12 grams. 

Arrested was Donald H. Bonds of 3851 
Paxton Dr.
  Bonds was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pas-
co County Jail.

Possession of 
methamphetamine

A 39-year-old Port Richey woman was ar-

rested Feb. 15 at Wawa, 9021 S.R. 52 after a traf-
fic stop, for an expired registration, allegedly re-
vealed 0.95 grams of methamphetamine inside 
a case.

Arrested was Kacey Lynn Van Vark of 3851 
Paxton Dr.
  Van Vark was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Domestic battery 
A 33-year-old Columbus, Ohio man was 

arrested Feb. 16 at 37226 Neukom Ave. after he 
allegedly had an altercation with his live-in girl-
friend.

Arrested was Corey Jacob Rains of 693 
Elaine Rd.

Rains was processed by the Zephyrhills Po-
lice Department and transported to the North 
Tampa Behavioral Facility.

              Retail theft
  A 25-year-old Zephyrhills 

woman was arrested Feb. 16 at 
Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd., after 
she allegedly failed to scan 35 
items valued at $291.78.
   Arrested was Maegan Eliza-

beth Steele of 8506 Bartow St.
   Steele was processed by the 

Zephyrhills Police Department 
and given a notice to appear.



The Zephyrhills News | Thursday, Febrauary 29, 2024 13

     Pasco Sheriff ’s Offi  ce encourages taking 
precautions to avoid becoming a victim of 
rental scams when searching for rental prop-
erties online. Online real estate listings can 
help expedite searching for a new place to 
live. 
        Rental scams can be diffi  cult to spot, often 
looking identical to another property listing. 
In an attempt to collect a victim’s payment, 
scammers replace their contact information in 

duplicates of existing property listings. 
     PSO is providing tips to help distinguish 
fake rental scams from legitimate rental of-
fers. These scams try to trick people into 
handing over their hard-earned money. 
      The best defense against rental scams is to 
visit the property in person and meet with a 
property owner or manager before providing 
any fi nancial information or payments. Stay 
safe Pasco!

           
           PASCO SHERIFF’S 

          OFFICE
     

PSO urges safety when seeking
rental properties online

 Pasco County Tax Collector Mike Fasano’s 
fi ve offi  ces will feature Cindy’s Pets: Helping Se-
niors & Their Pets as the charitable organization 
for the month of March 2024. Cindy’s Pets works 
with Pasco County’s Senior Services Program to 
provide food for the pets of seniors in need, in 
particular recipients of the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram.
 “The goal of Cindy’s Pets is to provide good 
nutritional food for animals, thereby enabling the 
elderly to enjoy their own meals with the knowl-
edge that their pets are also well-fed,” said Dr. 
Missy Nurrenbrock, Founder of Cindy’s Pets. 
“Your donation will go towards purchasing, 
packing, and delivering over 2,000 pounds of pet 
food each month. This food will feed over 300 
pets of seniors who live in Pasco County.”
 “Cindy’s Pets fi lls in a gap that is not fi lled by 
other senior programs,” said Fasano. “Recipients 
of the Meals on Wheels program need help due 
to their limited income. Too many participants 
share their food with their pets, leaving precious 
little for themselves. Cindy’s Pets ensures that 
both owner and pet have plenty of food to eat. 

Our offi  ce is looking forward to once again sup-
porting this local charity that helps many peo-
ple but receives little fanfare. Please consider do-
nating to this important program to help our se-
niors.”
 Donations can be made at any of the fi ve 
tax collector locations in Pasco County. For those 
who would like to give online, the tax collector’s 
offi  ce’s charitable giving arm Pasco TC Gives has 
a webpage through which donations for Cin-
dy’s Pets (Charity of the Month) can be made: 
https://www.govhub.com/fl-pasco/tc-gives/
donate. Donations may also be mailed to: Pasco 
County Tax Collector’s Offi  ce, P.O. Box 276, Dade 
City FL 33526-0276.
 For more information about the promotional 
and charitable giving programs at the tax collec-
tor’s offi  ce, contact Pasco County Assistant Tax 
Collector Greg Giordano at (727) 847-8179 or vis-
it https://www.pascotaxes.com/. For more in-
formation about Cindy’s Pets: Helping Seniors & 
Their Pets, visit the website https://www.cindy-
spets.org/.

Pasco County Tax collector 
offi  ces will feature Cindy’s Pets
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Above: Cece gladly supports the Girl Scouts while 
buying her favorite cookies, Adventurous, the pick 
of the day, maybe beating out Thin Mints.

Below: Amy Higgins holds a bingo card made by 
Kaitlyn Higgins. Each square designates something 
someone might say or do when buying cookies.

 Blake and Haley Miller come out of Walmart and go right to 
the table with their mom. “My favorite is Adventourous,” said 
Blake, brownie cookies with caramel fl avored crème and a hint 
of sea salt. 
 Amy Higgins, Whitworth’s fi rst Girl Scout and Kaitlyn’s 
mother was at the Walmart location selling cookies with the 
girls. She was helping Kaitlyn to mark her bingo card with diff er-

ent things people say and do. 
“I have been a Girl Scout for 
eight years and am the leader 
of Troop 309.“ 
   Gracie Sullivan, another 
scout, was helping to sell cook-
ies. “I am working toward my 
Gold award, the highest award 
in Girl Scouts,” said Sullivan, 
who has been a Girl Scout for 
15 years from Troop 148. 
    The girl’s vests are covered 
in badges they have earned 
over the years, each being a 
milestone in their life. Girl 
Scouts is not only about selling 
delicious cookies, but it also 
helps the girls build skills and 
discover their talents.
     Sullivan explained her proj-
ect for her Gold Award. “I am 
studying the mental health of 
athletes. I am putting togeth-
er a power point presentation 
and going to make it sustain-
able,” said Sullivan. “So that 
when I am done with it, any-
one can use it to teach semi-
nars.” 
   “It is about how athletes 
overcome the anxieties of per-
forming and how to work 
through it,” said Sullivan. 
“How do you move on to the 
elite college level, calm down 
and not be so anxious.” 
   People entering and exit-
ing Walmart are showing great 
support for the girls. Some of 
the customers might donate or 
tell them to keep the change.
  That money donated to 
our Cookies for Hometown 
Hero Fund,” said Whitworth. 
“We buy boxes of cookies for 
hometown heroes chosen by 
the girls, fi rst responders, law 
enforcement, hospitals, and 
more. 
   The Girl Scouts are sell-
ing cookies in various loca-
tions such as Publix, Walmart, 
Golden Corral, Culvers, Suno-
co, and more locations around 
town as well as other locations 
in and out of the county. 
     Look for a proclamation by 
the city and Zephyr Park event 
honoring the fi rst girl scouts 
in the second troop that was 
formed in Tampa. There will 
be alumni, activities, a market-
place, all to help fund the girl 
scout trips.   

➤GIRL SCOUTS: From Page 1

Above: Customers flock to the table to buy cookies and support 
the girls by donating their change to the Hometown Heroes 
fund.

Left: Kaitlyn Higgins, Amy Higgins, Gracie Sullivan and 
Tammy Whitworth sold cookies from 12 to 6 p.m. in front
 of Walmart on last Sunday.

SUSAN SLATER

Above: Blake and Haley Miller ran out of the store to the 
cookie table to pick up their favorite cookie, Adventourous.
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 29, 2024

FRIDAY MARCH 1, 2024

SATURDAY MARCH 2, 2024

SUNDAY MARCH 3, 2024

MONDAY MARCH 4, 2024

TUESDAY MARCH 5, 2024

WEDNESDAY MARCH 6, 2024

 TRAVEL
 R.STEVES’
 OLD HOUSE
 OLD HOUSE
 ANTIQUES
 ROADSHOW
 ANTIQUES
 ROADSHOW
 RISE OF
 THE RAYS
 AMANPOUR
 AND COMPANY

 HOUSEWIFE
 HOUSEWIFE
 TWO MEN
 TWO MEN
 SIMPSONS
 SIMPSONS
 48 HOURS

 HOT BENCH
 HOT BENCH
 LAW & ORDER

 NEWS
 NEWS
 W FORTUNE
 JEOPARDY
 Y. SHELDON
 GHOSTS
 SO HELP ME    
 TODD
 ELSBETH

 NEWS
 S. COLBERT

 EXTRA
 ET
 FAMILY FEUD
 FAMILY FEUD
 THE CONNORS
 THE CONNORS
 SON OF CRITCH
 CHILDREN RUIN
 NEWS
 TAMPA HOY
 TODO TAMPA
 SEINFELD

 Y. SHELDON
 Y. SHELDON
 BIG BANG
 BIG BANG
 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
 LAST MAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD
 BIG BANG
 Y. SHELDON

 FOX 13
 NEWS
 HOLLYWOOD
 TMZ
 NEXT LEVEL
 CHEF
 FARMER WANT
 A WIFE
 FOX 13
 NEWS
 FOX 13
 NEWS

 HOUSEWIFE
HOUSEWIFE

 TWO MEN
 TWO MEN
 SIMPSONS
 SIMPSONS
 48 HOURS

 HOT BENCH
 HOT BENCH
 LAW & ORDER

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 ET
 PASSWORD

 DATELINE

 NEWS
 J. FALLEN

 NEWS
 NEWS
 W FORTUNE
 JEOPARDY
 S.W.A.T.

 FIRE COUNTRY

 BLUE
 BLOODS
 NEWS
 S. COLBERT

 EXTRA
 NEWS
 FAMILY FEUD
 FAMILY FEUD
 PENN &
 TELLER
 FUNNY KIDS
 FUNNY ANIMAL
 NEWS
 TAMPA HOY
 TODO TAMPA
 SEINFELD

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 INSIDE EDITION
 SHARK
 TANK
 20/20

 NEWS
 J.KIMMEL

 Y. SHELDON
 Y. SHELDON
 BIG BANG
 BIG BANG
 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
 LAST MAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD
 BIG BANG
 Y. SHELDON

 FOX13
 NEWS 
 HOLLYWOOD
 TMZ
 WWE
 SMACKDOWN

 FOX13
 NEWS
 FOX13
 NEWS

 COLLEGE
 GAMEDAY
 C BASKETBALL

 NHL HOCKEY  
  
  
  

 NEWS
 NEWS
 PAID PROG
 PAID PROG
 COUNTDOWN
 NBA   
 BASKETBALL  
  

 NEWS
 INSIDE EDITION

 PAID PROG
 PAID PROG
 BAYSIDE
INVESTIGATE TV
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 PAWN STARS
 HOUSE WIFE
 HOUSE WIFE
 KING QUEENS
 KING QUEENS
 MAJOR CRIMES

 SEAL TEAM

 EQUALIZER

 COMEDY TV

 PAID PROG
 TBA  

 ALPINE SKIING

 PGA GOLF  
  
  
  
  

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NIGHT COURT
 HARYY POTTER
 (2001)  
  
  
  

 NEWS
 SPORT SUNDAY

 HEART HEROES
 COUNTDOWN
 NBA  
 BASKETBALL  
  

 NBA  
 BASKETBALL  
  
  

 NEWS
 NEWS
 FUNNIEST
 VIDEOS
 AMERICAN
 IDOL  

 WHAT WOULD
 YOU DO?
 NEWS
 J.OSTEEN

 BBC NEWS
 BBC NEWS
 NEWS

 JOHNNY
 MATHIS  

 CELTIC
 THUNDER

 YELLOWSTONE
 SYMPHONY

 HOUSE WIFE
 HOUSE WIFE
 TWO MEN
 TWO MEN
 SIMPSONS
 SIMPSONS
 48 HOURS

 HOT BENCH
 HOT BENCH
 LAW &
 ORDER

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 ET
 THE VOICE
  

 DEAL OR NO  
 DEAL
 NEWS
 J.FALLON

 NEWS
 NEWS
 W FORTUNE
 JEOPARDY
 BOB ABISHOLA
 BOB ABISHOLA
 NCIS

 NCIS

 NEWS
 S. COLBERT

 EXTRA
 NEWS
 FAMILY FEUD
 FAMILY FEUD
 RIDE

 WILD CARDS

 NEWS
 TAMPAHOY
 TODO TAMPA
 SEINFELD

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 INSIDE EDITION
 BACHELOR  
  

 BAD
 ROMANCE
 NEWS
 J. KIMMEL

 Y. SHELDON
 Y. SHELDON
 BIG BANG
 BIG BANG
 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
 LAST MAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD
 BIG BANG
 Y. SHELDON

 TRAVEL SCOPE
 RICK STEVES’
 BONIFACE
 MYSTERIES
 MIDSOMER
 MURDERS

 S BROWN
 PARIS
 MURDERS
 AMANPOUR
 AND COMPANY

 HOUSE WIFE
 HOUSE WIFE
 TWO MEN
 TWO MEN
 SIMPSONS
 SIMPSONS
 48 HOURS

 HOT BENCH
 HOT BENCH
 LAW &
 ORDER

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 ET
 NIGHT COURT
 E FAMILY
 THE VOICE  

 NBC SPECIAL

 NEWS
 J.FALLON

 NEWS
 NEWS
 W FORTUNE
 JEOPARDY
 FBI

 FBI

 FBI

 NEWS
 S. COLBERT

 EXTRA
 NEWS
 FAMILY FEUD
 FAMILY FEUD
 CRIME NATION
  

 NEWS
 TAMPA HOY
 TODO TAMPA
 SEINFELD

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 INSIDE EDITION
 WILL TRENT

 THE ROOKIE

 THE GOOD
 DOCTOR
 NEWS
 J. KIMMEL

 Y. SHELDON
 Y. SHELDON
 BIG BANG
 BIG BANG
 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
 LAST MAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD
 BIG BANG
 Y. SHELDON

 FOX13
 NEWS 
 HOLLYWOOD
 TMZ
 NAME THAT
 TUNE
 THE FLOOR  

 FOX13
 NEWS
 FOX13
 NEWS

 BBC NEWS
 BBC NEWS
 NEWS HOUR

 KEN BURNS
 NATIONAL PARK

 MEMORY
 MAKER                  
 DANIEL AMEN

 DOC MARTIN

 BEE GEES

 BEE GEES
  
  

 R. STEVES
 AMANPOUR
 AND COMPANY

 HOUSE WIFE
 HOUSE WIFE
 TWO MEN
 TWO MEN
 SIMPSONS
 SIMPSONS
 48 HOURS

 HOT BENCH
 HOT BENCH
 LAW &
 ORDER

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 ET TONIGHT
 CHICAGO
 MED
 CHICAGO
 FIRE
 CHICAGO
 P.D.
 NEWS
 J. FALLON

 NEWS
 NEWS
 W FORTUNE
 JEOPARDY
 SURVIVOR
  

 FBI

 NEWS
 S. COLBERT

 EXTRA
 NEWS
 FAMILY FEUD
 FAMILY FEUD
 WILD CARDS

 FAMILY LAW

 NEWS
 TAMPA HOY
 TODO TAMPA
 SEINFELD

 NEWS
 NEWS
 NEWS
 INSIDE EDITION
 THE CONNORS
 NOT DEAD YET
 A. ELEMENTARY
 FAMILY FEUD
 JUDGE HARVEY

 NEWS
 J. KIMMEL

 Y. SHELDON
 Y. SHELDON
 BIG BANG
 BIG BANG
 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
 LAST MAN
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD
 BIG BANG
 Y. SHELDON

 FOX13
 NEWS 
 HOLLYWOOD
 TMZ
 I CAN SEE 
 YOUR VOICE
 WE ARE  
 FAMILY
 FOX13
 NEWS
 FOX13
 NEWS

“Poor Things” (R) -- 
The second most-nom-
inated film (11 nomi-
nations) for this year’s 
Academy Awards is fi-
nally available to rent 
on Feb. 27! Emma Stone 
(who has already se-
cured a Golden Globe 
win for Best Actress this 
year) transforms into 
Bella Baxter for her sec-
ond feature film with 
director Yorgos Lanthi-
mos (“The Favourite”). 
Bella is a young wom-
an in Victorian London 
who gets resurrected 
by a mad scientist (Wil-
lem Dafoe) following 
her suicide. But even af-
ter the experiment suc-
cessfully revives her, 
Bella’s brain and body 
aren’t synchronized, so 
she navigates the odd 
world around her in an 
almost childlike state 
as she begins an entire-
ly new, empowering 
chapter in her life. Mark 
Ruffalo, also nominat-
ed for Best Supporting 
Actor, co-stars as Dun-
can Wedderburn, along 
with appearances from 
Ramy Youssef, Jerrod 
Carmichael and Mar-
garet Qualley. (Amazon 
Prime Video)

“The Color Purple” 
(PG-13) -- Almost 40 
years after Steven Spiel-
berg and Quincy Jones 
collaborated to bring 
Alice Walker’s 1982 
novel to life, a new mu-
sical adaptation of “The 
Color Purple” hail-
ing from the produc-
ers (and Oprah Win-
frey) hit the big screen 
once again and is avail-
able now for viewers to 
stream on their small 
screens. The 2023 ver-
sion features quite a tal-
ented cast to tell Celie’s 
profound and heart-
breaking story, includ-
ing Fantasia Barrino, 
Taraji P. Henson, Dani-
elle Brooks, Colman Do-
mingo, Halle Bailey and 
many more. “Ameri-

can Idol” winner Bar-
rino takes on the role 
of Celie in her feature 
film debut, while Hen-
son portrays jazz sing-
er Shug. Even though 
some controversy en-
sued about the film’s 
subpar working condi-
tions, which were right-
fully pointed out by 
Henson, she also stated 
that she hopes the focus 
remains on “this beauti-
ful film.” (Max)

“Beautiful Wedding” 
(R) -- The sequel to the 
rom-com “Beautiful Di-
saster” has arrived, al-
though it’s a bit unclear 
who really wanted it 
since the first film re-
ceived terrible reviews. 
Alas, director Roger 
Kumble persisted to 
continue bringing Ja-
mie Mcguire’s “Beau-
tiful” book series to 
life. Dylan Sprouse and 
Virginia Gardener re-
prise their roles as Tra-
vis Maddox and Abby 
Abernathy, respectively, 
picking up right where 
the first film left off. Tra-
vis and Abby wake up 
after a crazy night in Ve-
gas to find out that they 
are now newlyweds, 
even though they’ve 
only just begun dating. 
At first, they try to ac-
cept the situation, even 
jetting off to Mexico for 
their honeymoon with 
some friends. But as 
their honeymoon drags 
on and the two face 
their first challenges 
as a couple, Travis and 
Abby start contemplat-
ing an annulment. Will 
these two make it in the 
end? See for yourself! 
The film’s out now to 
rent. (Apple TV+)

HOLLYWOOD -- It’s not a 
good sign when multiple 
cast members of a movie 
appear on every talk show 
to promote their film. “Ar-
gylle” stars Henry Cav-
ill, Bryce Dallas Howard, 
Bryan Cranston and Ari-
ana DeBose hit them all -- 
morning and night. One 
reason may be because 
the $200 million film has 
received mixed reviews 
from 33% of the top critics 
on Rotten Tomatoes, and 
its success or failure may 
determine the fate of the 
next two films in the spy 
trilogy.

In 2015, Cavill starred in a 
film version of the hit spy 
TV series “The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.,” with Armie 
Hammer and Alicia Vi-
kander (who won an Os-
car the following year for 
“The Danish Girl”). The 
film cost $75 million and 
only grossed $110 mil-
lion. Many have hoped 
Cavill would be the next 
James Bond, but he prob-
ably won’t be considered 
anymore now that he’s 
done “Argylle” and Guy 
Ritchie’s next two films -- 
an untitled action film that 
has already been complet-
ed and “The Ministry of 
Ungentlemanly Warfare,” 
with Alex Pettyfer, Henry 
Golding, Cary Elwes and 
“Reacher’s” Alan Ritch-
son.

In 2022, Ariana DeBose 
won an Oscar as Anita in 
Steven Spielberg’s “West 
Side Story,” a role that also 
won Rita Moreno her Os-
car. It was originally cre-
ated on Broadway by the 
late, great Chita Rivera, 
who passed away on Jan. 
30. DeBose, proving to be 
multitalented, has com-
pleted two more films: the 
superhero epic “Kraven 
the Hunter” due Aug. 
30, opposite Aaron Tay-
lor-Johnson and Russell 
Crowe, and her first top-
billed film -- the supernat-
ural-horror film “House of 
Spoils,” in which she plays 
a chef.

Amazon MGM Studios 
will release “I Am: Celine 
Dion,” which follows the 
singing superstar from her 
diagnosis with Stiff Person 
Syndrome through the first 
year of her journey trying 
to live an open, authentic 
life despite her illness. Our 
prayers and thoughts are 
with you, Celine Dion.

“Dune” was divided into 
two films, with “Dune: 
Part Two” scheduled to 
drop on March 1. The sec-
ond part stars Timoth-
ee Chalamet, Zendaya, 
Austin Butler and Flor-
ence Pugh. “Dune: Part 
One” cost $165 million and 
grossed $402 million. Now 
word comes that there’ll be 
a “Dune 3” based on Frank 
Herbert’s second novel 
“Dune Messiah.”

When asked if she’d sign 
on for a third film, Zenda-
ya proclaimed, “I mean 
of course. Anytime Denis 
[Villenueve] calls, it’s a yes 
from me, at least.” Cha-
lamet agreed, stating: “I 
think we’re all super-en-
thusiastic about that.” (His 
“Wonka” film has already 
passed $600 million.)

(Spoiler alert ahead!) Even 
though Butler has com-
pleted “The Bikeriders” 
(due June 21) and the re-
cently released Apple TV+ 
series “Masters of the Air,” 
don’t expect to see him in 
“Dune 3,” except maybe in 
a flashback. Just like “El-
vis” had left the building, 
Butler has left Arrakis!

Ariana DeBose
 (“West Side Story”)
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Host Forest Lake Estates defeats 
rival Sweetwater as Zephyrhills 
Winter Horseshoe League nears 

the end of the season

 The Zephyrhills Winter Horseshoe League 
is nearing the end of the 2024 season with one of 
two championships still up for grabs. The com-
bined team of Settler’s Rest/Sweetwater has al-
ready clinched a title in the division that plays 
on Wednesday mornings.
 The same cannot be said for the defend-
ing champion of Tuesday’s Oldtimers division. 
A year after winning that title, Forest Lake Es-
tates was stuck in the middle of the pack with 
one match to go.
 A 23-9 win over Sweetwater, which does 
not combine with Settler’s Rest on Tuesdays, 
bumped up Forest Lake Estates from fourth 
place to third. Forest Lake Estates expanded its 
lead substantially after going ahead 10-6 at half-
time.
 “We were just a better team today. They 
were off ,” said Forest Lake Estates captain Rick 
Frye, who also is the Tuesday league’s president. 
“They lost a lot of good players (from last sea-
son). They’ve been struggling.”
 With just one week remaining Sweetwater 
is in fi fth place in the six-team division, just one 
spot ahead of Southport Springs.
 While Sweetwater and Settler’s Rest play 
separately on Tuesdays, the parks fare much bet-
ter as a combined team on Wednesdays. A vic-
tory against Hunter’s Run in the season fi nale 
would give Settler’s Rest/Sweetwater an unde-
feated season to go along with a fourth straight 
title, one of which was shared with Morningside 
of Dade City.
 “We play against Sweetwater one day and 
with them the next,” said Settler’s Rest captain 
Dave Howes, who also pitches for the combined 

team. “The (separate) teams got weak because 
we didn’t have enough (players) to put two 
teams together, so we combined.”
 Lawrence Pittman, who pitches and keeps 
score for Sweetwater yet plays sparingly on the 
Settler’s Rest/Sweetwater squad, credited talent 
as well as a lot of time spent on the sport for the 
combined team’s successes in recent years.
 “Horseshoes keep me pretty busy,” he said. 
“We play two days a week and practice every 
day but Sunday. That’s what you’ve got to do to 
win championships.”
 While winning defi nitely makes pitching 
horseshoes a bit more fun, the outcome is not 
the only enjoyment some players get out of tak-
ing part in the sport.
 Kim Marshall and Cindy Marshall are sec-
ond-year players who compete for Sweetwater.
 “We just started playing,” Kim said. “We 
made a horseshoe pit at home and we’ve been 
practicing. Now, we’re playing (on a team).”
 Cindy spoke positively on how their games 
have progressed since taking up the sport last 
year.
 “The fi rst year we probably couldn’t hit the 
pin,” she said. “Now we’re doing better. It’s a lot 
of fun. The people here are great.”
 Settler’s Rest actually was shorthanded on 
Tuesday. At least eight players are needed for a 
team to compete and that team only had seven 
until Max Borgeson agreed to fi ll in.
 “I’ve been here eight years and I’m still a 
rookie,” he said jokingly, adding that pitching 
horseshoes is “relaxing. It’s the camaraderie.”
 On Tuesday, there were some strong winds 
during the competition. Dan Deibel of Forest 
Lake Estates, however, did not believe that af-
fected the players’ pitching.
 “The wind, it really doesn’t,” he said. “It’s 
just leaves blowing. I don’t think it aff ects the 
shots.”
 At the conclusion of the season there will 
be a memorial tournament played in honor of 
the late Steve Burns. The tourney is scheduled 
for March 12 at Settler’s Rest, the team Burns 
played for before he went home to Vermont af-
ter last season and passed away.
 “He was a very nice guy; quiet,” Borgeson 
said. 

BY STEVE LEE
Sports Reporter

STEVE LEE

Right: Some 
of the players 

from both 
teams await 

their turns or 
take a break 
at a nearby 

bench 
during the 

match.

Right: Sweetwater’s 
Kim Marshall, who 

has been playing 
for the past two 

seasons, winds up 
before pitching a 

horseshoe.

Horseshoe teams battle to move up in the standings
Left: Sweetwater captain 
David Howes lines up the 
first of his back-to-back 
tosses.

Right: Players from 
Sweetwater and host Forest 

Lake Estates got together 
for a group photo in front 

of the horseshoe pits 
after Tuesday morning’s 

matchup.

Left: 
Players 
from both 
teams take 
their turns 
pitching 
horseshoes 
during 
Tuesday’s 
match 
won by 
Forest 
Lake 
Estates.

Right: Rick Frye, captain of 
Forest Lake Estates, let’s a 

horseshoe fly.
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