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Chloe Poulimenos is 
the second salutatorian 

in her family  

 Chelsey Peace has had a penchant for ex-
celling academically. With a 4.6 weighted grade-
point average, she indeed has exceeded her goal 
as Zephyrhills High’s 2024 valedictorian.
 She narrowly edged salutatorian Chloe 
Poulimenos, but admittedly was not always 
confi dent that their order would not be fl ip-
fl opped at the end.
 “I expected to get beat out at the last min-
ute, but it didn’t turn out that way,” Peace said. 
“Obviously, my competition, she’s great.”
 Her grades and class ranking notwithstand-
ing, what makes Peace’s achievements so re-
markable is that she did it while being from a 
single-parent household. With her mother out 
of the picture at an early age, she was primarily 
raised by her father, Bill Peace.
 “I’m kind of representing all the kids com-
ing from a single-parent household,” Peace 
said. “It may be out of the ordinary but there are 
many that can relate.”
 Her father noted that outlook stems, in part, 
from his daughter being quite an extrovert and 
not shy at all. Indeed, Bill noted, that is what 
makes Chelsey so endearing.
 “Chelsey’s able to be very charming and I 
appreciate that with her,” he said, adding that 
when Chelsey was young, “At grocery stores 
she would go up to strangers and start a conver-
sation. It was the sweetest thing.”

      “She’s very outgoing and has 
been on top of her academics since 
Day 1,” said Kristen Hardy, counsel-
or for the senior class. “She’s tena-
cious. She’s one of those kids who is 
very dedicated and motivated.”
      Retired from the U.S. Navy af-
ter serving for 21 years, Bill later be-
came a deputy with the Pasco Sher-
iff ’s Department. He also raised his 
son Kyler, who wrestled at Zephyr-
hills High and graduated eight years 
ago.
       “It was a struggle,” he said, not-
ing that the sheriff ’s department 
worked to accommodate him with 
his work schedule.
  Chelsey, who attended West 
Zephyrhills Elementary, Centennial 
Middle and Zephyrhills High, noted 
that her brother “defi nitely got the 
athletic gene while I’m in academ-
ics.”
         Peace has a burning desire to be 
a math teacher. She has done some 
tutoring, putting that role in per-
spective by saying, “I think teachers, 
in their own right, are managers.”
    Hardy would like Peace to as-
pire to something higher. Perhaps 
in school administration or even be-
coming a principal. 

 Nonetheless, Peace diff ers: “No, it’s not in 
the cards. I want to have a direct impact on a 
student’s life. I just love math and enjoy helping 
others; that lightbulb moment when they get it. 
It makes me feel very satisfi ed.
 “I really hope I can help kids bridge that 
gap,” she continued. “I feel kids really don’t 
hate math. I just think they lack the foundation.”
 If Peace indeed becomes a teacher, Hardy 
said, “We’re hoping she stays in our county.”
 The likelihood of that happening is strong 
at this point with Peace saying, “The possibili-
ties are endless, but I’d like to stick to my roots.”
 Aside from her academic credentials, Peace 
has worked two part-time jobs and has been the 
school’s president for the Future Business Lead-
ers of America.
 Like some previous valedictorians and sa-
lutatorians, Peace said she has some stress about 
her upcoming graduation speech. She intends to 
deliver a poignant message to her fellow class-
mates rather than talk about what she has done 
during her high school tenure.
 “I don’t really want to talk about myself,” 
Peace said. “I defi nitely want to motivate the 
class but some of them won’t be listening be-
cause they are going to be anxious to walk 
across the stage.”

 Graduating among the top two in 
one’s class is a rare occurrence — not 
so much in the Poulimenos family.
 Chloe, this year’s salutatorian, 
is the second standout student in her 
family to graduate second overall in 
her class. Alexandria, Class of 2021, 
was the fi rst to achieve that remark-
able academic feat.
 “She was happy for me,” Pouli-
menos said of her older sister. “She 
thought it was funny, the coincidenc-
es. I think she infl uenced me a lot. She 
helps me with studying.”
 “I’m proud of her,” Alexandria 
said. “I helped her out by kind of guid-
ing her through the process. She’s a 
hard worker.”
 For Poulimenos, fi nishing second 
in Zephyrhills’ Class of 2024 admitted-
ly was not as diffi  cult as some might 
think.
 “I didn’t work that hard,” she 
said, somewhat downplaying her role. 
“I guess it was the course load I was 
taking. When I found out I was in the 
running for second I was excited.”
 That excitement stems, in part, in 
the way that Poulimenos approaches 
her studies.
 “I’m kind of addicted to school-
work,” she said. “I love learning.”
 Another thing Poulimenos has in 
common with her older sister is plan-
ning a career in the medical profes-
sion. Alexandria went to Pasco-Hernando State 
College and is now a radiology technologist at 
BayCare Hospital in Wesley Chapel.
 “We took anatomy in (high) school and we 
both really liked it,” Alexandria said. “We both 
are into science.”
 For her part, the younger Poulimenos, who 
in addition to the high school has been taking 
dual enrollment classes at PHSC, would like to 
work in ultrasound. She also has volunteered in 
the emergency room at AdventHealth Zephyr-
hills, saying, “I’m so glad I got that experience.”
 Like many students who excel in the 
classroom, Poulimenos had mentors who 
shaped her path along the way. She credited 
Zephyrhills High teachers Catherine Astl, lan-
guage arts, and Gina Granger King, social stud-
ies. Poulimenos ranked Pasco-Hernando State 
College professor Diana Cobble atop that short 
list.
 “She’s the sweetest person I ever met,” Pou-
limenos said of Cobble, who teaches sign lan-
guage and language arts. “She just really takes 
an interest in her students and she’s so passion-
ate about what she teaches.”
 As for taking that elective, Poulimenos said, 
“I haven’t met a deaf person yet, but if I do I’m 
prepared.”

 Poulimenos is not interested in attending a 
crowded college or university with lots of peo-
ple on a big campus. Admittedly an introvert, 
she seeks a smaller school and one that is close 
to home with plans to start at Hillsborough State 
College.
 “I get homesick easy,” she reasoned.
 Her family moved to the east Pasco area 
from Indiana when she was in grade school. 
Poulimenos attended New River Elementary, 
Stewart Middle and Zephyrhills High. Her fa-
ther Demetrius is an engineer and her mother 
Jill is a nurse.
 In what little free time she has Poulime-
nos said she likes to read, primarily the classics 
like George Orwell’s “1984” and science fi ction 
books by Blake Crouch. She also enjoys listening 
to soft rock and does not watch much television.
 Poulimenos had some parting words of ad-
vice for any students seeking a top-10 fi nish in 
their class or just anybody wanting to do better 
academically.
 “Defi nitely take dual enrollment classes,” 
she said, which is something she has done for 
the past two years. “Study. Do your work. I 
think it makes a diff erence if you get high A’s 
instead of low A’s. A couple of points can really 
make a diff erence.”

Valedictorian Chelsey 
Peace, from a single-parent 
household, wants to teach 

math close to home
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 Jordyn Acklin  Randall Jackson Alderman  Gavin Alexander Aliyah Alfonso  Ashton Allen 

Lizandro Alzugaray Kennedy Arnot  Stephanie Baker  Orel Baltimore  Thomas Benjamin Savanah Benner

Miguel Bermudez  Parrish Bethune Mathew Bettis Rylee Boucher  Billie Boyd  Jami Boydston 

Shelbie Branham Malaya Brockington Emmalei Buchanan Lily Buckley  Hailey Burton  Nicole Butler 

Albert Souff ront 

3B

Jakobe Campbell Cristal  Kaitlyn Carlisle  Neichalys                        Michael Carter             Matthew Casarez 

Caleb Castorena Jayla Chacon Carson Chaffi  n Jaheim Chaitan Canaan Chambers  Andrea Chavez

Carambot Perez Carrion Crespo

Representative
Randy Maggard

Florida House of
Representatives, District 54

Creekside Center
35358 SR 54  Zephyrhills

Florida 33541
(813) 780-0667

(813) 780-0669 Fax
randy.maggard@my�oridahouse.gov

Congratulations
As you make your way in the world, never lose sight of the things 

that matter the most. The only person you are destined to become, 
is the person you decide to be. May God guide and direct you to 

a bright and blessed future.

• Traditional Funerals 
• Cremation Services 
• Transfers North
• Veterans Internment 
   & Cremation Plans
• Preplanning & Prefunding 
   Arrangements

5008 GALL BOULEVARD • ZEPHYRHILLS • (813) 783-9900

“Our Hometown Family Serving Your Family”

CongratulationsCongratulations
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Jeremiah Clark Ashton Coates Brendyn Colella               Emily Coleman              Mercedes Collins               Tristan Combs

Charles Comeau Makayla Compton Rodolfo Concepcion Savannah Conely            Hannah Coniglio               Sofia Cordero

Anna Coronado Dagan Corwith Deacon Cowley Bella Crain Lillian Crawford Khloe Cribbs

Tabitha Crist Kayden Crockett Kavin Crucey                Adara Cruz Ruiz         Christopher Davidson  Mekala Davis

4B

Kayleen Deally Madox Dean Sienna Demosky Chenae Desir Mickenzie Diemer Quniya Dobson

Lainey Dodd Logan Doers Lisa Dortch Bryce Driggers                   Delicia Duke                    Aiden Edwards
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Rowen Ely Katelyn Isabella Erazo Tali Estes Sahria Everett Chloe Ezzo

Makhia Farkus Max Fiest Edward Annalis Figueroa Elaina Figueroa Hannah Fisher

Nathan Fitzpatrick Yarilisse Ashley Ford Andrew Fraley Joseph Gaddis Julian Gant

Keyshawn Gardner Noelany Garriga Kierstyn Giella Rihanna Giles Lucas Gillespie Juan

5B

English-Merle

Figueroa Torres

Flores Torres

Godinez-Garcia

Grace Gonzalez-Liz Anesha Gonzalez             Jennalee Gonzalez          Ty’Tiana Gonzalez             Tori Goodman                    Ivan Gorskiy

Coryn Graham Lariah Graham Lillian Gray Xorian Green                  Aurora Greene                Brooklyn Gregg
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	 Aubrey Griffin	 Dustin Griffin	 Davi Grigoletto	 Jade Gross																				Annalyse Guash															Emilio Gutierrez

	 Jayla Habib	 LoganHacker	 Delmyja Hall	 KaleyHamilton																NoahHamilton											MaryahHammond

6B

BenjaminHaner	 Destini Harden	 Rachel Harrington	 JaredHarris Cason													AustinHeinlein												Bree-AnnHenagan

DilenHernandez	 Kayla Hernandez	 Luis Herrera	 AalailahHicks																		BobbyHilton																				Tyler Hitchner

BrandonHodge	 ConnorHolden	 Joel Huertas	 Kerstyn Innerbichler															Corey Isome																			Jacob Izaguirre

Muthama Jaludi	 Hadi Jamal	 Tay’Shaun Jamison	 Bian Jean Louis																Derek Jeannette														Melinda Jefferson
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My’Khia Jenrette Ronald Jeune Shyheim Jn Baptiste Austin John AbbyGail Johnson Shawntae Johnson

Gabriella Jones Johnny Jones Melvin Joseph Kenny Kasinath                 Kaiya Kenny                           Aditya

Matthew Kieper Zachary Klir Brody Angelina Labazzetta             Logan Lagrone              Alyssa Lankenau

Braxton Lau Angelina Le Travin Lee Armonte Leggett Payton Leidy Austin Lewis

Khambhayata

Kuzmaak Griswold

Trianna Linney Mariah Lipsey Elijah Lizardo Ashton Lopp               Breanna Loveridge                Caleb Mabe

  Frederick Maixner    Charyn Maldonado Jeyshmarie Isabella Marshall Anthony Martinez Philip Mason
  Marmolejos Ortiz
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 Ki’Eve Mattox  Ava Mazurkiewicz Travis McAnally Jasmine McAuley           Emma McClellan             Jordan McDaniel

Jacavien McGovern Shiann McKinney Owen McLeod Kaylin Miller                  Kenady Miller                   Lacey Milligan

Schmeischley Missage Isaiah Mobley Kira Mojica Rivera                    Jeremiah                         Mia Morales                     Jonas Morrison

  Avery Mosher   Isabella Negrete Zachary Newton            Yaxiel Nieves Natal           George Nixon III            Demetrius Oates

 Kayleigh Obrien   Mya Oliver Roman Isabella Orteg                  Samuel Ortiz                     Joseph Otero                     Jaheim Overall

 Johnathan Ozorowsky  Jaysin Pacheco Abigail Pagan                    Colin Parker                      Sebastian Parra                    Milap Patel

Montes De Oca
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Quintana Cordero

Isabella Patrias Chelsey Peace Kenneth Peavey Khamari Penix               Nicholas Perrette              Sebastian Peteler

    Jacob Piankowski                 Rylan Pickett                       Gauge Pitt                        William Poe                     Lauren Ponce                Chloe Poulimenos

Chloe Price  Natalie Price Lavarriohn Pryor                       Natalia                                 Valeria                     Victoria Raskovskala

   Tiffany Reynolds   Linda Jack Rice                          Ethan Rich               Anthony Richardson                Nathanial

 Laura Rios  Mitchell Risner Valerie Roberts                   Alani Robles                        Ava Rogers                    Zackery Rogers

 Colin Rood                     Alexis Roque                          Alayla Rose                Michelle Ruggiero                 Jennifer Ruiz                  Sakina Saed

  Stephonna Sampson          Jordan Sandoval               Theodore Sands                  Tiara Sands                            Adalberto                     Isaias Santiago

Yaritza Santiago Jillian Santos                     Borja Saucedo                    Georgia Scott               Harmonie Scribner           Ashton Seymour

Quintana Cordero

Reynoso Hernandez Rios-Rivera

Santana Cruz
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  Paige Seymour   Yaseen Shadood Jaycee Simmons                      Sara Skals                         Emma Smith                    Jacob Smith

  Jaylen Smith                      Rodney Smith                  Jmeson Spring                   Tessa Starnes                     Hailey Staving                 Sydney Stitham

Cameron Story                      Joseph Stosh                  Emily Straughn                 Dillon Streeter                       Tyler Suggs                  Shyannah Sutton

  Lyndzie Swailes                 Kaden Tanner                    Jose Telles Cruz                 Emily Tepper                 Anthony Texeira               Janessa Thacker
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                  Emily                         Zander Varnado               Sharibel Vazquez          Christian Velasquez           Christian Venton                Darryl Vereen 

 Allyson Wade    Pacian Wagner Averielle Walker Mika Walters                       Kylie Walton                Caitlynn Warren

Vargas Gonzales

 Gabriel Thomas            Gladimir Thompson     InnocenseThompson          Aiden Thorne                    Jayla Timmons                        Juliem

             Tatiana  Luna Traver Reese Trevino                   Brooke Tudor                    Alyssa Turmel                Zaharah Valdes
Torres-Marquez

Toribio-Castillo
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     Wesley Washington  Summer Webb Timothy White                     Jaden Whitt                     Edward Wilkes             Maurice Wilkinson

    Benjamin Will                   Makayla Williams              Serena  Williams             Wyatt Williamson             Adrianna Wilner              Zackary Wood

     Kali Woolfolk                   Amanti Wright                   Bridgett  Wright               Brooklyn Yazell                Marissa Youmans              Robert Young

                Liliana 
   Zea Rodriguez

RESERVE ONLINE FEEL BETTER FASTERWAIT AT HOME

When an unexpected injury or illness happens, you can 
trust the emergency experts at AdventHealth. Backed by 
national awards and accreditations, we’re ready to care 
for you at 10 locations throughout Tampa Bay. And, with 
GetInQuickER.com, it’s easy to reserve a treatment time 
online – so you can wait in the comfort of home and arrive 
at a time convenient for you.

Reserve a treatment time online at GetInQuickER.com

In case of a life-threatening medical emergency, call 911.
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