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The Bulldogs dominated through three 
quarters and hit cruise control in the 
fourth to come away with a big win 

against a district rival

 The Royal Knights bounced the Bulldogs from 
the district playoff s last season. The Bulldogs had the 
best record in the district heading into those playoff s. 
The loss extended a losing streak to the Royal Knights 
to fi ve years. That all changed Tuesday night and it 
changed in style.

 “We like to run,” Bulldog head coach Chris Smith 
said. “It’s our game plan. We have the athleticism and 
speed to push the ball up and down the court when we 
want to.”
 The Bulldogs wanted it. Their fi rst basket was an 
assist from Maya Llanes to Taija McCullough. The next 
was an assist from Llanes to Madison Driggers on a 
fast break. Driggers scored again in transition and the 
Bulldogs were up 6-2 before the Royal Knights called 
for timeout. Out of the timeout, Llanes took over the 
rest of the quarter. She scored on a coast-to-coast lay-
up, again off  her own steal and all the way to the other 
end for a basket. She split two defenders and drove 
the lane for another. She made an assist, falling out of 
bounds to Mercedes Krueger and the Bulldogs were 
up 16-9.
 Llanes and the Bulldogs went on a scoring frenzy 
in the second quarter but not after River Ridge and a 

Zephyrhills returns to the region
quarterfi nals for the sixth time in the

past seven seasons

 Zephyrhills had its fi ve-year playoff  run halted in 2019 thanks, 
in part, to a late season loss to Class 5, District 11 rival River Ridge 
that resulted in a 5-5 record. Last Friday, the Bulldogs defeated host 
Weeki Wachee 26-0 in a play-in game to advance to the region quar-
terfi nals for the sixth time in seven years.
 Zephyrhills, which opened this season with two straight losses 
following two cancelled games due to a player diagnosed with CO-
VID-19, has reeled off  seven consecutive victories. The latest win 
advances the Bulldogs to the next round with the team hosting An-
clote this Friday for a 7:30 p.m. kickoff . Zephyrhills beat Anclote 
49-0 earlier this season.
 “Seniors, we can go back to our home fi eld for one more game,” 
Zephyrhills coach Nick Carroll said. 

 Pat Fortunato, a fi rst-year Zephyrhills assistant who formerly 
coached at arch-rival Pasco, warned the players not to overlook An-
clote despite last month’s easy victory over the Sharks.
 “Whatever we did in the regular season, it’s over,” he said. “It’s 
tough to beat a team twice.”
 As has been the case for fi ve of the past six games, the vaunted 
Zephyrhills defense held an opponent without a point. The Bull-
dogs’ third straight shutout and fi fth overall was fueled by three 
dominant plays. Defensive tackle Dajuan McCullough sacked Hor-
nets quarterback Kobe Bigger to thwart a drive in the second quar-
ter before Tymar Mckever came up with two turnovers in the third 
quarter.
 Mckever, a cornerback, picked off  a Bigger pass over the mid-
dle and returned the football 47 yards to change the momentum. 
It came just two plays after Weeki Wachee recovered a fumble. 
Zephyrhills then scored on Jaylin Thomas’ 26-yard run and Mck-
ever recovered a fumble on the ensuing kickoff . That came on an 
explosive tackle by special teams player Isaiah Lawrence and set up 
Zyre Roundtree’s touchdown run from a yard out.
 Fortunato said Mckever’s timely turnovers “changed the 
game.”
 Defensive coordinator Matt Jackson, another former Pasco 
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Bulldogs defeat Hornets 26-0 
for a seventh straight win

 

Zephyrhills’ struggling boys soccer 
team remains in search of fi rst 

victory and fi rst goal of the season

 The Zephyrhills High boys soccer team found it-
self on the wrong end of a shutout in a recent game 
against Bishop McLaughlin, a team it beat 6-0 last 
season. This time, however, the host Hurricanes 
wound up on the other end with a 5-0 victory over 
the Bulldogs.
 “That was like a punch in the stomach to me 
after the way we beat them last year,” said coach 
John Soellner, now in his fi fth season at Zephyrhills. 
“They were better. (We) have a long way to go, a long 
way. That’s our measuring stick when we play them 
again.”
 The loss to Bishop McLaughlin, which Zephyr-
hills meets again at home on Jan. 6, exemplifi ed the 
troubling way things have gone so far this season. 
Through the fi rst three games, not only had Zephyr-
hills not won a game or tied, but the struggling team 
had yet to even score.
 Against the Hurricanes the Bulldogs were back 
in their own end for most of the game and rarely had 
an off ensive surge.
 “Chasing the ball is a lot harder then keeping it,” 
Soellner said. “We’ve got to learn how to keep it.”
 The best scoring chance for Zephyrhills came in 
the waning minutes when striker William Poe split 
a pair of Hurricane defenders and raced toward the 
net on a partial breakaway. He did not get much on 
his shot, however, and goalkeeper caught the ball at 
his chest for an easy save.
 “I just couldn’t fi nish the shot,” Poe said. “I’ll 
keep trying, though.”
 For now, Soellner is considering changing for-
mations and player’s positions on the fi eld. Any-
thing, he noted, to shake things up and reinvigorate 
the team.
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Maya Llanes and Bulldogs romp 
over Rival River Ridge 80-53
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Bulldogs still 
seek fi rst win

Zephyrhills’ Isaiah Meads, a senior midfielder, dribbles the 
ball ahead of a Bishop McLaughlin defender.

Maya Llanes drives to the basket on one of her many fast breaks on the night. ANDY WARRENER

The Zephyrhills defensive unit digs in at the line of scrimmage as the Weeki Wachee offense prepares to run a play in last Friday’s game. STEVE LEE
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