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By STEVE LEE
News Reporter

The Zephyrhills News gives a hearty
welcome back to our winter visitors who
are returning at this time of year. We are
publishing this special section to catch
you up on news, events and various
changes within the city and surrounding
areas that you might have missed while
you were away.

While the national, state and lo-
cal scene continues to be affected by the
coronavirus pandemicg, it has lessened as
the year progressed and life as we know
it is somewhat returning to normal with
businesses recovering and people be-
coming more active.

Here are some of the headlines we
ran in The Zephyrhills News while you
were gone:

In April, an executive order from
the Pasco County Administrator’s Office
partially rescinded a countywide mask
mandate. Mask requirements remained
in place for courthouses, hospitals and
schools.

Also that month, an iconic landmark
was restored when the rebuilt Crystal
Bar opened off US. 301. The original
building burned down in 2019.

During the summer, the city got a
second visit from Governor Ron DeSan-
tis, who stopped by city hall to sign the
state’s $101.5 billion budget. Including
this fall, the governor visited Zephyrhills
three times this year.

It was a busy summer in the city
and surrounding areas. Road project de-
signed to make the area safer to drive,
walk and bike continued. Traffic lights
and road reconfigurations on U.S. 301
and the Pretty Pond area continued, but
a State Road 54 project was halted and re-
mains in limbo.

Programs continue to expand at the
new Sarah Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness

Welcome back

home winter
residents

Center, the city expanded its reclaimed
water program and the local police de-
partment made major inroads with a
special unit that helped get drugs off the
streets.

Downtown events have returned
with the Veterans and Christmas pa-
rades, along with a Halloween festi-
val. Also contributing to a resurgence of
downtown growth and expansion was
the official opening of the Fraternal Ea-
gles Aeries 3752 in the old Wells Fargo
building. That charitable organization
had been located near the New River
Branch Library.

New projects that continue to be
worked on this fall include a new veter-
ans clinic, large drive-thru car wash and
expansion of Simons Road, which will
eventually connect to Fort King Road.
Along the new State Road 56 corridor be-
tween U.S. 301 and Morris Bridge Road
a new community is being built. Two
Rivers is projected to encompass 3,405
acres and include 6,400 residential units,
schools, along with recreational and con-
servation areas.

Also this fall, the city approved
moving forward on resurrecting Hercu-
les Park, which formerly was the location
of the city pool, and plans for renovating
the old downtown movie theatre.

The Zephyrhills News extended its
longstanding place in the community by
celebrating its 110th anniversary. Pub-
lisher / editor Jan Linville continues to fo-
cus on the best local news coverage with
reporters Steve Lee and Andy Warrener
bringing you that information.

Sales manager Theresa Leblanc
helps advertisers promote their busi-
nesses and products. Nancy King is the
graphic artist, Wendy McElroy handles
classified ads, Cindy DeMatteo is the ac-
counting manager and James Bannon
oversees circulation.

Mask ban
litted in

Pasco County

Schools, courthouses and
hospitals retain mask
requirements despite executive
order from county administrator

By Steve Lee
April 8, 2021

A mandate to wear face coverings in Pasco
County, initiated in June of 2020 as an effort to
combat spreading the coronavirus, has been re-
scinded somewhat but not completely.

On April 5, an executive order from the
Pasco County Administrator’s office came
down declaring masks would no longer be re-
quired. The order was due, in part, to lower
COVID-19 hospitalization rates and a recent in-
crease in vaccinations against the virus.

Among county residents 65 and older, 70
percent have been vaccinated with an addition-
al 57 percent of 50 and older receiving at least
one dose of the vaccine. Now, all state residents
are eligible for vaccination shots at such places
as retail pharmacies, hospitals and doctor’s of-
fices.

Nonetheless, wearing masks, maintain-
ing social distancing and frequent hand-wash-
ing are recommended until further notice. The
county also recommends wearing masks in-
doors.

“Increasingly, Pasco County residents are
getting vaccinated and we’re seeing fewer peo-
Ele with severe COVID-19 symptoms in area

ospitals,” said Dan Biles, the county’s admin-
istrator. “It’s the right time to relax the face cov-
ering requirement in Pasco County.”

Biles noted that while the mask mandate
has been lifted, certain companies or locales
have the option of deciding policy at their own
discretion.

“Local businesses have the authority to re-
quire customers to wear face masks,” he said,
adding, “The county supports the continued ef-
forts to reduce the spread of the virus.”

Not everyone, }l?lowever, is on board with
lifting the face covering ban. Masks remain
required on public transportation, in county
schools and at the main courthouses in Dade
City and New Port Richey. There are other

locales as well, such as hospitals and other busi-
nesses.

For now, schools at every grade level in the
county still require masks to be worn on cam-
puses and in district offices. That goes for stu-
dents, staff and visitors alike.

Pasco School Superintendent Kurt Brown-
ing, who last year had his own bout with CO-
VID-19, wasted little time in responding to the
ease of restrictions by the county administra-
tor by recording a video pasted on the school
board’s web site.

“I] cannot in good conscience abandon our
health and safety protocols at this time,” he said
in a press release from the school board offices.
“Our protocols have helped to prevent, and cer-
tainly reduce, the spread of COVID-19 among
our students and staff.”

The authority of Pasco Schools to require
masks is dependent on whether or not Gover-
nor DeSantis” Executive Order is extended be-
yond the expiration date of April 26. If the Ex-
ecutive Order is not extended, the district will
have no choice but to make masks optional.

The Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion continues to recommend wearing of masks
in schools as Florida remains under an emer-
gency order until April 26. That order could be
extended by Governor Ron DeSantis, who for
the most part has supported business openings
and in-school teaching during the pandemic
while promoting a seniors first agenda for the
vaccine rollouts.

Steve Hegarty, a school district spokes-
man, reported that positive cases of COVID-19
among students and staff decreased significant-
ly since January. There was, however, an in-
crease in March, likely related to spring break.
Gtill, he noted the increases were below the
number of positive cases reported earlier this

ear.
Y As for the AdventHealth hospitals in
Zephyrhills, Dade City and Wesley Chapel,
masks and social distancing will remain in af-
fect for now.

“Wearing a mask is one of the most selfless
acts you can do to protect yourself and others
in public,” said Robin McGuinness, senior ex-
ecutive officer of patient outcomes for Advent-
Health’s West Florida Division. “We encourage
everyone to get vaccinated if they are eligible
and to continue to social distance, cover their
mouths and nose and sanitize hands frequently
to lower the number of people contracting CO-
VID-19.”

WANT THE
BODY YOU
ONCE HAD?

&
;".‘-_:_"_"'--._-___‘ /

-

A

M WE ARE YOUR

COMPLETE
COLLISION AUTO

with

avelengths

HAIR DESIGN

REPAIR SERVICE @ cuts
@ PERMS GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE!
I\AJyS « Professional Collision Repair & Painting @ COLOR & FOILs @ MANICURES
Writte Tues. 10am-7pm
bl - \\ork with all Major Insurance ® waxiNG & PEDICURES Thurs. 10am-7pm
Lifetime . Fri.,, 9am-4pm
t Companies Sat,, 9am-2pm
WCII‘I‘OOnI‘Ia“ « Minor Mechanical Repairs 813-783-3493 or 813-783-3453  Closed Wed,, Sun. & Mon.
. « Uni-body & Full Frame Straightening . f
workman5h|P . Computerized Laser Measuring 5747 6|'h Street © Zephyrhllls 33542
& paint!” Frame & Repair
- Major Fleet Service Collision Repair
T3N3 3 - Motorhome Repair & Painting '$10.00 OFF
PROVIDE « 24/7 Towing Service A Service Call
fENSYSTTHI-leﬁ . Rental Car Agency available Present Coupon. Expires 2/28/2022
TG N momentsnotice ~ $100 OFF
HONEST WORK! « Pick-up & Drop-off Service On Any Central

A/Clnstalled
Residential Households ONLY.

Present Coupon.
One Location. Expires 2/28/2022

" $1.00 OFF

20 or 30 LB. Cylinder

Present Coupon. Expires 2/28/2022

« FREE Computerized Estimates

L —

) | -

WIAnny

%

FREE Extended

I Like Us On Labor Warranties
COLLISION 2Rt ot g
- REPAIR Efficiency New A/C $5.00 OFF
“Family Owned HOURS: MON.-FRI AND A/CINC. Units!

29-Point A/C
Maintenance Check

Present Coupon. Expires 2/28/2022

7:45AM - 5:30PM

LENNY BAHR
KEVEN BAHR

& Operated”

DADE CITY | ZEPHYRHILLS
14343 8TH STREET | 37529 TALL PINES DR.

(352)437-3200 | (813) 782-4152

www.ReutimannCollision.com

COLLISION REPAIR

SALES e SERVICE e INSTALLATION

Proud to be Your Community Propane Gas and Air Conditioning Company Since 1988

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL INSTALLATION A/C & GAS . .
m www.bahrspropanegasandac.com Rinnai

813-782-5013 352-567-7678

4441 ALLEN RD. | ZEPHYRHILLS 15229 U.S. HWY. 301 | DADE CITY
M-F 8-5 < SAT. 8-NOON M-F 8-5 SAT. 8-NOON

TAMELESS WATER HEATERS

Lic. CAC043948

813-782-5013

3708 COPELAND DR. | ZEPHYRHILLS
M-F 8-5 ¢ NOV.-MARCH




CMERK

4

THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021

Crystal Bar has reopened

Landmark watering hole in Zephyrhills
has been rebuilt after original site burned
down in 2019

By Steve Lee
April 1,2021

At long last, the Crystal Bar has reopened. A soft opening
for the landmark gathering place in Zepll‘l)yrhills took place last
Friday at noon. The original structure burned down in 2019 and
has been replaced.

An official grand opening is not scheduled until the week-
end of April 23-24. In the interim, longtime and even new cus-
tomers no doubt will continue to spend time at the newly refur-
bished watering hole, which was rebuilt this past year.

Of course, the reopening drew plenty of family, as well as
longtime customers wl}ﬁjo frequented the former bar. Among the
notable family members were siblings Karol Sealander, Gerri
Belluso, Rene Hill, along with brothers Bob and Kurt Geddes.

At noon on Friday, the Crystal Bar officially reopened with
Bob Geddes welcoming the first wave of guests as they arrived:
“We're open. C'mon in. The beer’s cold.”

“We're proud to be able to serve the community again,”
Sealander said. “It's not the same. It never really will be the
same, but the name’s still there. Mom and dad will be proud of
us, for sure.”

Making the soft opening even more special is that it came on
what could’ve been the 92nd birthday of the family’s matriarch,
Jerry Geddes.

“I'm thrilled I'm here,” Kurt Geddes said. “It's mom’s birth-
day. My mother broke water with me behind the bar.”

Jerry’s Crystal Bar & Package Store opened in 1954. Jerry
and Bob Geddes, both of whom have passed away, relocated
from Chicago to Tampa and purchased a gas station in the Hyde
Park area in the early 1950s. They later sold it and built the Crys-
tal Bar along Gall Boulevard. The location remained the same
and the bar retained a full liquor license.

6:00am -9:00pm

5214 Gall Blvd. , Zephyrhills - (813) 782-9556

We are committed to doing our part to prevent the spread of illness while
supporting a top priority for the health and well being of our customers, team
members and the community we serve.

® . ALL YOU CAN EAT
- " FRIDAY FISH FRY

Every Friday from 5-9pm
Hand-battered, golden-fried white fish, served with
seasoned French fries, fresh coleslaw and tarter sauce.

While masks are required to enter the building, once inside
people removed them to drink and socialize with family and
friends. Unlike the former building, smoking is not permitted
inside, but there are designated areas outside.

“The nation’s healing, so let’s socialize again,” Bob Geddes
said, adding “It's a no-nonsense style bar.”

There is a 24-foot-high ceiling in the 5,000-square-foot build-
ing, which is about 2,000-square-foot larger than the old build-
ing, and the bar extends out into one large room. At the far north
end there is a spacious bandstand. Video bar games are mounted
to a side wall and there are four new pool tables.

Shooting pool on one of those tables last Friday afternoon
were former regulars Russ VanDam and Matthew McDonald.

“Tt's beautiful,” said McDonald, who is retired from the U.S.
Navy. “It’s the atmosphere, it's smoke-free and the pool tables
are awesome. They're off the charts.”

Also shooting pool at another table were Mona Bartle and
Mike Page. Bartle bought a beer for her late husband.

“I was waiting for this place to reopen, because I'm within
walking distance,” said Bartle, adding that while the Crystal was
being rebuilt “I didn’t go out. I sat by my pool.”

Added Page, “It's cool that they brought it back. It's awe-
some with all this space.”

Against one wall is a piece of the original bar. The family is
not sure of what to do with it yet, but wanted to preserve it. Seal-
ander, whose husband Ed’s company built the new place, fig-
ures they might put a glass top on and place photos of her par-
ents and the family underneatﬁ.

The Crystal is open seven days a week and closes at 2 a.m. It
opens at 10 a.m. daily except for Sunday when the doors open at
11 am.

Above: Tending bar on
opening day, as they
will be often at the rebuilt
Crystal Bar, were Sophia
Geddes and Valerie Mooney.

nearhy tables.

Left: Many former customers and some
newcomers gathered around the bar and
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Above: Family members who
decided on rebuilding the
Crystal Bar that their
late parents opened
in 1954 stand
in front of the
back entrance.
They are: (left
to right) Karol
# | Sealander,
Gerri Belluso,
Bob Geddes,
Rene Hill and
Kurt Geddes.

Left: Longtime friends
at the bar were Nancy Crane
and Sharon Smith.
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“Dedicated to providing a high quality, high volume spay and neuter
program that meets or exceeds current veterinary standards of care.”

LOW COST SPAY & NEUTER * WELLNESS & VACCINES

%

Surgery by Appointment: Drop off time 8am
Clinic Hours: 9:30am - 2:00pm

Express Vaccination
Zephyrhills - Tuesday
Wesley Chapel - Friday

ol
N
Wellness Clinic / Vaccination

Zephyrhills - Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
Wesley Chapel - Mon., Tues., Wed., Thur.

Grooming Available at Both Locations

2 Locations to Serve You!

ZEPHYRHILLS WESLEY CHAPEL
Mon.-Sat. 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
37815 SR 54 West 33931 SR 54 West

(3/4 mile W. of Zephyr Park)
(813) 779-7000

Wesley Chapel Location
Playground / Doggie Daycare
Providing a fun day of play and exercise with dogs of similar size.

* Outdoor play area * Indoor rest stations
¢ All day supervision by trained staff

* Early drop-off and late pick up times

* Vet on premises if exam/ shots is desired!

Half day $15.00 (8am-12pm or 12pm-5pm ¢ Full Day $25.00 (8am-5pm)

www.plannedpethoodpasco.com

(2 buildings W. of Pasco County Library)
(813) 524-6400
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Governor inks $101.5 billion state budget at city hall

Ron DeSantis makes second appearance in
Zephyrhills over past three months

By Steve Lee
June 3, 2021

For the second time in three months the governor of Florida
came to Zephyrhills for a significant act. On Wednesday afternoon
in council chambers at city hall, Ron DeSantis signed the Florida
Leads state budget he approved after this spring’s legislative ses-
sions in Tallahassee.

For the fiscal year of 2021-22 Florida’s budget totals $101.5
billion, which includes $169 million in tax relief. The governor ve-
toed $1.5 billion in spending, including $1.35 million from federal
funds received under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

“We're very excited to sign the budget for this year into law,”
DeSantis said. “There have been a lot of people over the last year,
the last year and a half, that said thank God I live in Florida.”

In March DeSantis made a surprise visit to Zephyrhills. His
message that morning in the parking lot of the old SunTrust Build-
ing on Gall Boulevard was vowing to expand vaccine dosages to
more seniors and other various groups throughout the state.

That marked the first by a Florida governor since Rick Scott
came here in 2012 to tout job growth in Pasco County.

On hand Wednesday were local dignitaries, city and com-
munity leaders. and politicians representing east Pasco. Among
that group were State Representative Randy Maggard, a longtime
Dade City resident serving District 38; Danny Burgess, a state sen-
ator who grew up in Zephyrhills and serves District 20; Wilton
Simpson, president of the Florida Senate from Trilby; and county
commissioner Ron Oakley from Dade City.

DeSantis noted that he came to Zephyrhills at Simpson’s
behest.

“The region here should feel very proud,” the governor said.
“We asked Senator Simpson where (the signing) would have the
greatest success and he thought there would be no better place
than Zephyrhills.”

The state budget funds disaster preparedness, supports men
and women of law enforcement and first responders, prioritizes
students and teachers, and continues to protect the state’s envi-
ronment.

“We made a decision as other states kept locking citizens
down we’d lift people up in Florida,” the governor said. “We
worked hard to get people back to work in our state.”

DeSantis, W%IO earlier in the day spoke at a restaurant in New
Smyrna Beach, noted that the approved budget did not result in
increased taxes. In fact, it came while maintaining the lowest per
capita tax burden in the nation.

“When we came into this legislative session I knew we were
ﬁoing to be strong,” DeSantis said, noting that the state should

ave about $10 billion in reserves in a state that often deals with
hurricanes and natural disasters.

The governor said in April the state took in $800 million more
than some estimates, adding, “That puts us in an incredibly strong
position.”

Comparing New York’s state budget as being twice the size
of Florida’s, DeSantis said, “We're very prudent in how we spend
money.”

On education, DeSantis noted that while during the coronavi-
rus pandemic the teacher’s union “sued us to close the schools, at
the end of the day the teachers wanted to get back.”

Funding various school programs and raising the minimum
K-12 teacher salary to $47,500 are among the strides the governor
mentioned in education.

On the environment he said $625 million is earmarked for Ev-
erglades restoration, beach nourishment, rising sea levels and wa-
ter resources.

“That is important when you have 1,300 miles of coastline”
DeSantis said.

Above: Governor Ron DeSantis signs the state budget on Wednesday
afternoon in council chambers at city hall as local politicians Wilton
Simpson and Danny Burgess look on.
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Road projects continue to move forward in Zephyrhills

= i

Above: There are still some things to do but the Pretty Pond/301 Project is nearing completion.

Two projects are aimed at making
Zephyrhills and Pasco County safer places
to drive, walk and bike

By Andy Warrener
July 1, 2021

The first project is one that’s finally nearing completion and
that’s the one known as the Pretty Pond /301 Project. This project
is primarily an intersection improvement that entails a bit more
than just three intersections. It’s a joint effort from the City of
Zephyrhills, the Florida Department of Transportation, the con-
tractor and design engineer and it’s faced some challenges.

“All told there have been about 45 days of delays on the
project,” Project Manager and Zephyrhills Public Works Direc-
tor Shane LeBlanc said. “We’ve had weather delays but other
things have factored in. We've had labor shortages, fuel short-
ages, the price of concrete and asphalt has gone up.”

LeBlanc mentioned that just getting the mast arms that the
traffic signals are installed on had a, “Twenty-eight-week lead
time.” The good news is the mast arms are up and the lights
are installed. One of the biggest pieces of the puzzle, yet to be
completed, is the “traffic separator” that will block through traf-
fic from crossing U.S. Highway 301 between the two shopping
centers. New traffic signals at Pretty Pond and at Medical Arts
Court will provide access to the shopping centers.

“It's been a major problem if you wanted to cross 301 from
Pretty Pond and you used to not be able to turn south, you'd
have to turn nortﬁ on 301 and then U-turn or cut through the
shopping center to come back south,” LeBlanc said. “Now, it's
going to be improved access to the shopping centers and it’s go-
ing to keep the traffic moving and improve safety.”

Even with the delays, the project is slated to be completed
sometime in mid-August. The traffic separator and the final as-
phalt paving are two more of the bigger pieces that have to go

| MNATIOMALLY RECOGMIZED

A

LEAPFROG
HOSPITAL
| SAFETY GRADE |

Welcome Back

You don’t have to travel far to experience health care
expertise. At AdventHealth Dade City and AdventHealth
Zephyrhills, we blend the latest innovations, modern

technology, and whole-person care to create personalized

restaurant.

in. There are no plans for complete closure of 301. The final pav-
ing will be conducted at night and there will only be certain lane
closures as opposed to closing the whole road and setting de-
tours. Even so, an enterprising motorist might try to avoid that
section of 301 when we get into August and that final portion of
the project is commencing. The $2.1-million project is covered
by a state appropriation.

The intersection improvements on CR54 are nearin
commencement. That project is a joint city-county effort wit
Zephyrhills on the hook for half the cost but the county is re-
sponsible for the execution of the project. It entails a number
of intersection and shoulder improvements from basically the
Wawa at Gall Boulevard and CR54, going
east all the way to 23rd Street. The project

Above: The soon-to-be signaled intersection at Medical Arts Court, looking west from in front of the Panera Bread

“Additional pedestrian signals at the intersection, which we
don’t have right now, will improve public safety.”

The project hasn’t launched just yet. Johnson Engineering
was awarded the design contract. Advertisements for construc-
tion bids went out in February and now the BOCC is close to
makin]%l a decision to award the contract. Arndt said that she ex-
pects the announcement to be made at the Aug. 10 BOCC meet-
ing.

& “Once we start, the plan is for one year of construction,”
Arndt said.

technically starts just west of Dairy Road
where previous widening was complet-
ed. Additionally, the intersection at Wire
Road/12th Street and CR54 will have mast
arms replace the cables that hold the traffic
signals. Mast arms are becoming more com-
mon than cables due to their stability and
the ease of working on them.

“We like them (mast arms) for their
maintenance purposes,” Project Manager
and Pasco County Technical Specialist III
Patricia Arndt said. “We’ve been using them
in the county east of U.S. 41.”

Aside from the mast arm switchover,
Wire Road/12th Street will get designat-
ed right and left turn lanes. Further down
CR54, 23rd Street will get a traffic signal
light on mast arms. The south side of 23rd
Street will get a designated left turn lane.

There are a number of safety measures
and accommodations for pedestrians, too.
A 10-foot multi-use path on the south side
of CR54 will run from Dairy Road, all the
way to 23rd Street. On the north side, a five-

foot sidewalk will connect to existing paths
at Dairy Road and terminate at 23rd Street.

Above: A look east on County Road 54 past the Wawa gas station where the Pasco County

“It's a safety project,” Arndt said. improvements are set to commence.

Fort King Rd
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treatment plans based on your needs. Whether you

need emergency care or specialized treatment, our

Dade City Zephyrhills

award-winning care is here to help you feel whole.

® AHDadeCity.com
® AHZephyrhills.com

5
AdventHealth




C VMK

4

6B | WELCOME BACK | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 | THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS

Tropical Storm Elsa spares Zephyrhllls

Minimal flooding and lower winds
less than hurricane levels leaves
the area virtually unscathed

By Steve Lee
July 8, 2021

Last Friday, the National Weather Service re-
ported a tropical storm in the Atlantic Ocean that
officially became Hurricane Elsa and it headed for
Florida. Locally, as in most places within the cone
of uncertainty, people went into disaster prepared-
ness mode.

In essence, city, county and state officials made
sure they were ready for potential disastrous con-
ditions with the storm alternating from tropi-
cal storm to a category 1 hurricane and back as it
swirled through the Caribbean and up along the
west coast of Florida.

the city of Zephyrhills too bad,” said Shane LeB-
lanc, the city’s public works director. “Luckily, we
dodged a bullet this go-round.”

There could, however, be more in the cham-
ber. As the first hurricane of the 2021 season, Elsa
was initially designated by the National Hurri-
cane Center as the fifth tropical storm in the At-
lantic. That came on June 1, five days ahead of
last year’s first tropical storm, Eduardo. The first
storm in the Atlantic does not typically form until
sometime in August.

Over the weekend as the storm increased
to hurricane status, officials in Cuba evacuated
180,000 residents amid concerns about flooding.
By Sunday, Governor Ron DeSantis put together
an emergency order as tropical warnings were is-
sued for the Florida Keys

As was the case ti,lroughout the state, local
officials prepared as best as they could. LeBlanc
and Poe put plans in place to deal with dangerous
weather conditions. That entailed pumping down
retention ponds, cleaning storm grades and fuel-
ing emergency equipment.

LeBlanc said a six-member strike team, led by

“We're prepared for the worst and hoping for ~ street superintendent Rob Funnell, was on call
the best. Thankfully it’s not projected to intensify — overnight to be ready for a quick response
tonight,” city manager Billy Poe said on Tuesday if needed.
evening. “As soon as you take one too lightly that’s “Storm preparations involve ev-
the one that’s going to intensify and blast you.” ery city department to ensure the

For Zephyrhills and nearby east Pasco resi- safety of all residents and employ-
dents, along with most of west central Florida, ees,” LeBlanc said. “We had to pre-
there was no such intensifying — this time. The pare, with all hands on deck. We
local area was spared for the most part with the can use Tropical Storm Elsa as a
exception of a few flooded areas from overnight training exercise.”
storms lasting into early Wednesday morning. City workers worked on

“Fortunately, Tropical Storm Elsa didn’t batter = Wednesday with the U.S. Post Of-
fice and Zephyr-
hills Municipal Air-
port among the places
operating as usual. Poe
noted that if it got too windy
that pilots likely would take
typical precautions and seek an
alternative airport.

Ironically, Poe said city of-
ficials are working to update
a storm master plan that is not
quite ready. A so-called dry run
like this week’s storm will give
local officials more information
on handling such an eventin the
future.

For now, it’s about mak-
ing sure generators are work-
ing, retention ponds are drained
in preparation to handle heavy
rains and that Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency proto-
cols are in place.

“It's making sure every-
body has the proper FEMA
forms should we need them,
but, hopefully, we don’t” Poe
said.

We didn't this time.

Above and left: A duck prunes his feathers
in the water of a flooded area of Zephyr
Lake. A picnic bench was partially

submerged at another flooded section

| of the lake.

Below: Several areas, including this part
of Zephyr Park, were flooded by Wednesday
morning as the storm passed the west coast of

Above: A city public works truck is shown parked next to a generator af the
intersection of Court Street and C Avenue.
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Fits and starts and zoom £

Despite opening in the most challenging of
circumstances, the Sarah Vande Berg Tennis &
Wellness Center has weathered the early storm

and is zooming ahead

By Andy Warrener
July 15, 2021

The buzz around the new Zephyrhills tennis facility, named
after one of the town’s dearly-departed tennis stars, was reach-
ing a fever pitch, early in 2020. The City of Zephyrhills invested
in it, there was private investment coming in, future CEO Pas-
cal Collard put close to seven figures of his own money into it.

Then tl}':e COVID-19 Pandemic hit. The United States and
the world, for that matter, hadn’t seen a global pandemic like
it in over a century. States locked down, people lost their jobs,
businesses shuttered and yet, the Sarah Vande Berg Tennis &
Wellness Center, known locally, regionally and nationally now,
as “SVB” was set to open, more or less at the height of the pan-
demic.

“There’s no doubt it was a stressful time for us,” Collard
said. “It was a scary time for sure, we weren’t sure how long it
was going to last.”

By late spring, the state was in lockdown. Schools went on-
line and the screws on businesses turned tighter. Construction at
SVB was forging ahead. They were on the clock, anticipating an
early fall opening. The prospects were dim.

“Prior to opening, people were telling me I was crazy, why
I chose to build SVB in Zephyrhills, everything was shutting
down and we had no members,” Collard said.

From March 30 to Sept. 1, SVB had exactly zero member-
ships. By the time of their soft opening on Sept. 21, they had just
15

. “Membership was the most scary thing,” Collard said. “Our

business model was based on 400 members and we had 15.”
Collard brought in a business partner, Andy Sorrentino,

4
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who moved to Florida from
Philadelphia that June. SVB
went ahead with the grand
opening on Oct. 11 but theﬁ
would have to come up wit
something besides member-
ships to keep the ship from
sinking.

“We had to reinvent our-
selves, quickly,” Collard said.

Collard and SVB start-
ed an academy for kids. They
were expecting 12, they now
have 50. They had made ar-
rangements to bring in a local
coffee shop and cafe. The Wes-
ley Chapel location went un-
der and SVB elected to go with
a more expansive menu with
the option to cater big events.
That led to the introduction of Vesh, who Collard touts as the,
“best caterer from Tampa.” Now Sunday brunches are always
packed.

Massage therapy at SVB had a sluggish start. It had no cus-
tomers for the first several weeks. Now it’s fully-booked and
SVB has since hired a second massage therapist.

Collard and SVB had to make some tough decisions. They
struck out, expanded when a more conservative voice might say
to hunker down. Collard is not one to hunker down.

The facility already had hard and clay tennis courts and
had the footprint in place for grass tennis courts, meant to emu-
late the Wilmbelton playing surface; much like the hard and clay
courts were designed to mimic the US Open and French Open
surfaces, respectively. Instead, Collard and SVB called an audi-
ble and put in a beach where the grass was set to go. This opened
up both beach volleyball and beach tennis.

Beach volleyball is a popular sport in the South and 53 col-
leges play it. There are no public courts in the area and usually
one has to hit up the beach to find a net and enough sand to play
on. Not only does SVB now offer it, they are opening it up in
classic Collard fashion -big. A grand open tournament is already
scheduled for this coming August.

Below: Drone photo from the courtyard of the Sarah
Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness Center.

Above: The main entrance at Sarah Vande Berg Tennis Center.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF SVB

So after a few fits and starts, SVB is roaring, zooming ahead.
A $4.6 million state appropriation is coming in to buttress a $15
million investment in a 26,000-square-foot indoor facility, on a
10-acre parcel on Simons Road, across from SVB. Collard expects
this facility to support volleyball, basketball but also double as
indoor event space and even a concert venue.

Cryotherapy and the salt room were part of the initial plan
but now SVB is adding Neurofeedback and Biofeedback, an in-
teractive computer system that helps athletes and non-athletes
achieve peak performance training and overall mental wellness.
Just last week, they added on-site IV service, where people can
get the nutrients and hydration they need intravenously.

Five days ago, SVB completed a purchase of 30 acres of
property in what they are calling Phase III. It's to-be-determined
what exactly the use for the parcel, just a five-minute walk from
the clubhouse, will be but Collard says, “ideas are welcome.”
SVB is now closing in on 200 memberships. While it’s attracted
athletes and non-athletes from all over the world, cultivating the
local population is the next step.

Above: The quirky-looking padel courts host one of the fastest-
growing sports in the country.
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Got lawn? Reclaimed water expanding in Zephyrhills

It’s been around since 2003 but options for
residences and businesses to utilize reclaimed
water are expanding

By Andy Warrener
August 5, 2021

Got lawn? Don’t want to pay $2.41 per 1,000 gallons of wa-
ter to keep it up? Look into bringing in reclaimed water. Re-
claimed water goes for 32 cents per 1,000 gallons for properties
less than one acre. That rate drops to just 18 cents per 1,000 gal-
lons for properties larger than one acre. If you've seen the pink-
ish-purplish signs or éle same color water main pipes, there’s a
good chance that reclaimed water is being used in that area.

The City of Zephyrhills went online with reclaimed water
in 2003, when it obtained a Southwest Florida Management Dis-
trict (SWFMD) grant to help the wastewater treatment facility
on Alston Avenue run a reclaimed water pipeline, the pinkish-
purplish PVC pipe, all the way to the corner of CR 54 and Wire
Road. From there, the city has continued to add sections of pipe
as well as access valves along the way.

Large properties have been able to benefit from the use of
reclaimed water. The Zephyrhills Municipal Golf Course has
been using reclaimed water, almost since it became available
and Zephyrhills Utilities Director John Bostic estimated that
the facility uses about 10 million gallons per month, depend-
ing on seasonal rainfall. The proximity of the golf course and of
nearby Krusen Field made both locations prime users of the re-
claimed water. Zephyrhills High School, as well as Stewart Mid-
dle School use reclaimed water for their athletic fields.

Developments came in and the city added pink pipelines.
The Abbott Park Development on the north side of town is even

=
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CITY OF ZEPHYRHILLS
Wastewater Treatment Facility
Advanced Water Treatment Upgrades
CLEAN WATER PROJECT - WW51053
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Above: The wastewater treatment facility off Alston
Avenue.

Right: Zephyrhills City Hall ufilizes reclaimed
water.
ANDY WARRENER

further expanding the reclaimed water network. The city is fur-
nishing half the expense, while SWFMD is furnishing the other
half to run a line where it can be accessed at the development.

“Abbott Park will be the first major development to have
full reclaimed water,” Bostic said.

Bringing the line that far north will also allow for access by
the Scotland Yard Golf Course.

Golf courses and athletic fields have thirsty fields to water
but what about the average homeowner? As it turns out, there’s
an avenue to bring reclaimed water to your house. A prospec-
tive resident would come to the building department and pro-
vide details about their residence. From there, the building de-
partment establishes how far the residence is away from a re-
claimed line. A cost-to-connect estimate is derived and if the in-
dividual wants the reclaimed water, they can pay the cost esti-
mate. This cost can run high, especially in light of a surge in ma-
terial costs but residents can also band together to tamp down
the cost. For instance, it might be cost prohibitive for one person
to pay to run a line to their home. Yet, if several or even dozens
of adjacent residents all want the service, it defrays the cost sig-
nificantly.

“We encourage people to come together to apply,” Bostic
said. “We want to help people as much as possible but we also
aren’t going to do work that people can do for themselves.”

One added benefit to using reclaimed water is that there is
no sewer meterage for using it. While city residents pay for mu-
nicipal water and sewer, the reclaimed water is spread on the
lawn and thus does not incur sewer metering fees.

Reclaimed water usage is expanding nationwide, as well
as in Zephyrhills. In 2003, when the program began, the city
pumped 75,266,000 into the reclaimed system. In 2020, that
number rose to 111,069,000. Most new developments are re-
quired to use reclaimed water for irrigation purposes. As the
city continues to grow and as more current residences and busi-
nesses adopt it, the demand will continue to grow proportion-
ately. Bostic says that the Alston Plant can handle it.

“(5 or 10 years in the future) I expect every drop of re-
claimed water from our Wastewater Treatment Facility to be
used in a beneficial manner,” Bostic said. “Our current limita-
tions are based on our customers’ usage of the wastewater sys-
tem. Our plant is designed to treat 3.85 million gallons per day
and we currently only use about 1.8 million (less than half) of
that capacity.”

City of Zephyrhills
Reclaimed Water DistributionSystem A
August 2018

Above: A map of Zephyrhills city limits showing where the
recloimed water pipes are and are planned for.

Below: Next to the treatment facility is a reclaimed water filling
station.
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D.A.B. default affects East Pasco County
but not municipal Zephyrhills

The mega-contractor that was working
on the diverging diamond at SR 54 and I-75
has halted progress on that and other
road projects in Pasco County

By Andy Warrener
August 12, 2021

No D.A.B. projects are in Zephyrhills City Limits but two
projects in particular are going to affect ZeplZyrhills and East
Pasco County residents. The two projects in question are the
SR56 at I-75 Diverging Diamonds, as well as the widening of
SR54 between Curley Road and Eiland Boulevard.

The first one to go was the SR56/1-75 Project or T7412. As
far back as November of 2020, the FDOT issued a Notice of In-
tent to Default to D.A.B. By July 1 of 2021, the FDOT declared
D.A.B. in default. Diverging Diamond sounds like a great idea. It
takes the left turns out of any intersection, accelerating the traffic
signal changes for east-westbound and north-southbound traf-
fic. Anyone that attempts to take on SR 56 any time near rush
hour knows they are in for a stop-and-go battle. Improvements
were being made. The orange barrels were up and “road closed”
signs emerged but the project stalled. D.A.B.’s contention was
that design errors by the FDOT impacted the project’s schedule
and cost.

“Despite the existence of significant errors in the project de-
sign provided by FDOT and the recommendation of an indepen-
dent Disputes Review Board that upheld D.A.B.’s contentions

regardin§1 the existence of the design errors and the resulting im-
pact to the project schedule and costs to complete, FDOT has
declared D.A.B. in default,” wrote Debora and William Bach-
schmidt, president and vice president of D.A.B. Constructors in
their statement.

Regardless, the project is stalled and D.A.B. is out. What hap-
pens next is the project goes into what is called a Surety Bond, a
contract between three parties - the bond holder, the contractor
(DAB) and the FDOT. Performance bonds that include the three
parties, are usually a requirement to bid for a state or local con-
tract.

“The City of Zephyrhills requires contractors to get a perfor-
mance bond to bid on city projects,” Zephyrhills City Manager
William Poe Jr. said. “When the contractor fails to meet the per-
formance bond, everything gets put on hold but you still have to
find a company to finish the work.”

That’s where the SR56/1-75 Project is right now. The Surety
for the project has requested bids be submitted on Aug. 12. From
there, t]l?le FDOT will select the winning bid and work will re-
sume. It’s hard to put any sort of timeline together until the new
contract is awarded.

“We are very happy to be able to watch this one from the
sidelines,” Poe said.

The other project, the widening of SR 54 between Curley
and Eiland continues and faces the same challenge, that of find-
ing a new contractor to complete the work. The latter project
may affect more residents of Zephyrhills, as it is closer to city
limits and there are some alternatives to crossing over I-75 at
SR56, unfortunately, SR54 is one of them. Both projects, as incon-
venient as they might be, are not enforcing closures. Eiland Bou-
levard was cut off at SR54 last week but has opened up again for
access. Nevertheless, both project delays are likely to cause has-
sles for Zephyrhills residents.

*see store for
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“It’s definitely affecting our residents,” Zephyrhills Public
Works Director Shane LeBlanc said. “I really felt sorry for the
more-or-less 400 employees who got laid off. That’s horrible.”

D.A.B. does not and has not had any contracts with the City
of Zephyrhills. LeBlanc said that they did bid on one project but
that they were not the low bidder. Zephyrhills tends to go with
smaller contracting companies that do most of the work them-
selves. This is likely to insulate city projects from major defaults
like D.A.B.’s.

“This is why we have that bonding requirement, the process
and protection are there for the owner if needs be,” LeBlanc said.
“Also, when smaller companies bid on projects, they have less
overhead and perform a lot of the work themselves, instead of
subcontracting it out. This helps keep down costs.”

It's an uncertain time in the industry. Cost of goods are soar-
ing and there is an intense labor shortage. It's no surprise that
there are casualties. The projects will eventually pick back up
again. It’s just a matter of who will pick them up and when.

Above: View from State Road 54 looking west of the widening project.
Below: Easthound view of State Road 56 crossing over I-75.
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ZPD taking drugs off the streets

Drug seizures are on the rise in
Zephyrhills thanks to the exemplary
work of a special unit

By Steve Lee
August 26, 2021

While many traffic stops by the Zephyrhills Police Depart-
ment often result in minimal infractions or warnings, some are
anything but routine. One such stop last month yielded a sub-
stantial amount of drugs, specifically 70 grams of methamphet-
amine and a small amount of cocaine.

That is just one example of how the ZPD is dealing with
overdoses and drugs with seizures on the rise of late within the
city limits.

Those numbers have been added to the statistics for this
year so far. Since January the department has collectively seized
577 articles of narcotics or paraphernalia. That includes more
than 1,300 grams of methamphetamine, almost 60 grams of Fen-
tanyl and nearly 40 grams of cocaine, as well as 1,424 pills of var-
ious kinds.

“A lot of the credit does need to go to the special response
team, but it is a collaborative effort and we’re focusing on get-
’(c:i}?g (drugs) out of the city,” said Derek Brewer, the city’s police

ief.

That amount of Fentanyl taken off the streets potential-
ly could kill around 60,000 people. So far in 2021, the city is on
track to exceed last year’s drug overdoses by 14 percent. For his
part, Brewer is issuing a call-to-action for Zephyrhills residents
due to the recent spike in drug overdose related deaths.

“I'm proud of the tremendous work our officers continue
to do getting dangerous narcotics off the streets of Zephyrhills,”
the chief said. “However, we recognize that enforcement is not
the only way to combat drug addictions. We encourage our resi-
dents to take advantage of local addiction resources.

“We are the enforcement arm and will continue to enforce
the laws, while reminding our community members that there
are services available for those who want help,” Brewer contin-
ued. “We don’t want to have to notify anyone else’s next-of-kin
about a fatal overdose.”

Aside from the special response team the local police de-
partment always has had help from the K-9 unit, which current-
ly consists of officer Lorenzo Limoges and his dog Bolt, along
with officer Morris Sparkman and his canine partner Jax.

“They play a big role,” Brewer said, acknowledging the vi-
tal contributions made by the officers and their police dogs. “I
think we’re making an impact.”

Two local officers who no longer are part of the canine unit
but had been for numerous years are Joe Rinaldo and Billy Ad-
ams.
Rinaldo, who also has been the boys and girls weightlift-
ing coach at various times at Zephyrhills High, had Gunner and
Mako. He most recently lost Mako last year. Adams worked for
a long time with Jenko.

“I think we're attacking it better now than we have,” Rinal-
do said of pursuing drug dealers and coming through with ar-
rests and prosecutions. “It’s driving the sellers out of the city. If
it wasn't for me and Billy working (with the dogs) you wouldn’t
have the success they have now.

“We set the bar and they raised it,” he said, alluding to the
current teams on the K-9 unit. “That’s the way it should be.”

PHOTOS
PROVIDED BY
ZEPHYRHILLS

POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Left: Shown with Bolt the police dog is a wide arrary of drugs, money,
weapons and paraphernalia recently confiscated during arrests and
seizures by the Zephyrhills Police Deparment.
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Eagles finally get their downtown .-
grand opening

the downtown building.
5th Avenue site has been home to the Fraternal Eddie Shaw, a longtime member who (S
helped tﬁressure wash the outside area

Order of Eagles Aeries 3752 since relocation from  during the early stages of renovating the “““"
: : property, pulled up front on his 2014 Har- _— =

WESZB]/ Chﬂp el in Spring Of 2020 ley Davidson Softail to join in the celebra- - '

tion. He often parks his motorcycle out

By Steve L front.
y Steve Lee Tim Hoyt, the Eagles Grand Aerie
September 2, 2021 Membership Coordinator based in Ohio,

came down for the ceremony and following
party. He congratulated ]oKn Daff, chapter
president as well as being president of the local
Eagle Riders, and Linda Vest, the Ladies Auxiliary
president, for their efforts in Ieadinithe local chapter.
“People helping people,” is what Hoyt and the oth-
ers emphasized during last week’s event, which he labeled a

The Fraternal Order of Eagles Aeries 3752 have been downtown
since taking over the former Wells Fargo Bank building in the spring of
2020. After a few stops and starts, primarily due to the on-and-off again
presence of the coronavirus pandemic and a recent resurgence, the non-
profit charitable organization finally got its grand opening. “rebirth” for the local chapter

Last Thursday, it became official as members were joined by city Hoyt, who said, “I'm blessed to go around and help people,” em-

Faders anﬁ local d(ljgnltfarles to .Cetlebr?te w1t}}11a tcrlzfidlltlcf)naltri)blbon—culz— phasized that 100 tEercent of money raised for charities actually goes to
Ing as well as words Of appreciation Irom a nandlul of notable Speak- i, ,q0 charities with no hidden or administrative costs.

ers. They came together at the renovated 10,000-square-foot building. Hoyt thanked city leadership “for helping us get to this point. For

“On behalf of the city we just want to say we're very happy to have i o . . .
you downtown,” said Todd Vande Berg, the city’s planner who showed Eﬁélez‘;?ﬁylgﬂlss E:;gl %véls?;gyué’}fgs e(l)ggglr;u 3 ;ltiilietgucontmue donating to

up ‘A,',ith city manager Billy Poe and city clerk Lori Hﬂh.“f}n' . . “The city has been a godsend,” Hierons said. “They wanted us
This is everything; people helping people. I love it,” said John Hi- | ... We've h elped them revitalize the downtown area.”
erons, a trustee and past president who has been part of the local chap- Another notable element favoring the local chapter is that being

ter for 20 years. . X
The local chapter, along with the accompanying Ladies Auxiliary, g:ﬁfs i%lg)a:;: ccl) f ;ih IE I?gty has led to more and younger people entering the

has been in the east Pasco area for five decades. It incorporated in 1977. “We get more of the younger generation here,” said Sutton, com-
. The renovation of an abandoned downtown building was complet- paring the downtown building to the previous location several miles to

ed in three stages. The FOP Aeries 3752 had been in a building off State {1, . 2 “Eervbody comes downtown.”

Road 54 and across from the New River Branch Library in Wesley Cha- “A Tot of r};fess}ilonals are comine into the club.” added Pat Hoch-

pel, just beyond city limits. That site has since been bulldozed. stetler coordiEator for the auxiliary. J ’

“This here is bringing us into Zephyrhills,” trustee Reed Sutton Daff noted how many longtime members showed up for last

. week’s event.

“We are family in this building,” he said.
The local Eagles have numerous activities
on a weekly basis. Their calendar includes
pool tournaments, darts, karaoke, bingo, card
games and live music.

STEVE LEE

Above: John Daff and Linda Vest
were joined by Tim Hoyt, Grand
Aerie Membership Coordinator, at the
symbolic eagle behind the building.

Left: Daff and Vest were among the
organization’s leaders who spoke at
the event.

Above: Fraternal Order of Eagles Aeries 3752 leaders and members were joined by local dignitaries and city
leaders for the ribbon-cutting.
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Projects under way in city and outlying areas

Drive-thru car wash near Walmart,
expanding Simons Road and repaving Wire
Road are among new city projects with Taco

Bell just beyond city limits now open

By Steve Lee
September 23, 2021

With a nearly $75 million city budget that city manager Billy Poe
expects to be approved by the end of this month, there are several
projects in the city limits and outlying areas already under way or
starting soon.

While it is in the early stages, a full-service, drive-thru car wash
near Walmart at U.S. 301 and Pretty Pond Road could be close to get-
ting under way. Todd Vande Berg, the city’s planner, said there are
preliminary site plans for that project.

Including the planned car wash, Vande Berg noted that there are
four parcels on about 10 acres with that area zoned for commercial-re-
tail development.

“It's more room than you think,” he said, adding that the new
traffic signal at Pretty Pond Road and U.S. 301 make that area more at-
tractive for retail development.

Vande Berg and Shane LeBlang, the city’s public works director,
mentioned the second phase of Simons Road is a few months away
from getting started. It is designed to connect Fort King Road to Ei-
land Boulevard.

The first phase paved a two-lane road from Eiland Boulevard
down past the new Sarah Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness Center and
hooked around the back of the golf course at the Silverado Golf &
Country Club. That part of the project was completed in 2019.

“It will be a nice cut-through,” LeBlanc said of the second phase
upon completion.

Abbott Square, a new subdivision just north of the golf course, al-
ready is being built.

“They’re getting ready out there,” Vande Berg said. “That’s Len-
nar (the builder) and they’re a well-oiled machine.”

Vande Berg, whose late daughter the tennis center is named af-
ter, also expects work to begin soon on two projects out there. Plans
call for 100 dormitory units for student-athletes who would study and
hone their skills in various sports at the center. The dormitories are

planned to be built on the south side of the main parking lot.

Another project planned for SVB is an indoor sports facility on
that property.

“It's becoming more and more of an economic driver,” Vande
Berg said. “It’s bringing business to the city.”

Additionally, while there had been tentative discussions for an
Aldi near Walmart, Vande Berg noted that project for a quality food
store is unlikely to come to fruition.

“That went through foreclosure and anoth-
er developer got a hold of it,” he said. “Being
that Aldi wasn’t a done deal there wasn’t any
contractual agreement.”

As for the outlying areas of Pasco Coun-
ty, a Taco Bell recently opened near the Home
Depot, just west of the New River Branch Li-
brary and east of city limits and the intersection
of State Road 54 and Eiland Boulevard /Morris
Bridge Road.

In another project being overseen by vari-
ous county departments, Wire Road is being re-
paved. Vande Berg noted that the two-lane road
will be widened by about three feet on each side
of the right-of-way.

STEVE LEE

Above: Dump trucks on Wire Road line up as part of
repaving project.

Below: Taco Bell, across from the Home Depot and east of
the New River Ranch Library, will open soon.

Above: Work along Simons Road continues. That road will eventually be connected to Fort King Road.
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Two Rivers community gets the green light

Pasco County Commission unanimously
approves plans for large development in
east and central Pasco

By Steve Lee
September 30, 2021

Two Rivers, a master-planned community encompassing
large areas of east and central Pasco, has been given the green
ligl%lt. Last week in Dade City, the Pasco County Commission
unanimously approved rezoning for the extensive development,
giving the go-ahead to move from proposal and comprehensive
plans to the early stages of construction.

“The motion passes 5-0,” said Ron Oakley, the commission’s

chairman. Above: Four lanes, including two for turns, are shown along SR 56 at the Morris Bridge Road intersection.

The project, 12 years in the making, will be built along State
Road 56 and extend from U.S. 301 to Morris Bridge Road, which
clearly impacts Zephyrhills and the outlying areas to the south
and east. Setting the stage for the development just south of the

Pasco-Hillsborough line was the four-lane extension with addi- . p
tional turn lanes of SR 56 in 2019. Traffic signals are at Morris Sierra had the site under contact as far back as 2008. There have

Bridge Road and U.S. 301. been several owners along the wa

It is earmarked for a 3,405-acre community that will include
6,400 residential units, schools (high, middle and elementary),
246 conservation acres with an extensive trail system and an 80-
acre district park with spaces for multi-purpose fields, an
aquatics center, playgrounds, a dog park, along with
courts for tennis and basketball.

Additionally, projected are numerous
parcels for retail and industrial land usage.

Additional plans call for a potential li-
brary and public safety site for the Pasco
Sheriff’s Office and Pasco Fire Rescue.

The acreage has primarily been
zoned for agriculture but that needed
to change for the developmental plans.
Commissioners, following approval of
county staff, giving the okay to rezone
3,405 acres is just the latest in a sequence

he said. “One of the biggest things you have to remember about

contain up to 2.6 million employ-

the way in addition

and development, along

of governmental approvals. with school zones and traffic. Hobby, however, informed com-

Clarke Hobby, an attorney who spoke on behalf of the missioners that “we’ll make sure that there’s adequate east-west
Eisenhower Property Group and Thomas family, noted that Bob  connections.”
While the project clearly is beyond city limits, city manager
. Billy Poe views it as a boost to the entire area, especially Zepl%y-
“We believe that this project l}:as been done the right way,”  hills.

“Higher end homes are being built along that 56 corridor,”

Two Rivers is that it truly is a mixed-use project. It's been set up  he said, adding that plans call for another subdivision near State
correctly from the get-go.” Road 56 along the east side of U.S. 301. “As that growth comes
Hobby added that the site could  this way we’re hoping it will spread.”

Two Rivers, Poe said, “is not in the city limits, but it’s close

ment-generated usage. enough that it will support all the businesses within the city.
“We're not short- From 56 and 301 you can be downtown within five minutes. It's
changing it,” he said. not inconceivable that when (future residents of those planned
“We're going to cre- homes) come out of their subdivisions they can come into town
ate a log of jobs along and shop.”

Poe also noted that rather than drive to Wesley Chapel for

---------

to making an overall goods and services, people could come to Zephyrhills for restau-
great community.” rants, auto shops or places like the Zephyrhills Brewery. Anoth-
Some county resi- er attraction to get people in Two Rivers coming to Zephyrhills
dents voiced their dis- would be the activities at the venue near the city’s airport and
approval about growth  events such as downtown parades.

Above: The infersection of U.S. 301 and State Road 56 surely will get busier as plans get under way for the Above: A car drives through the intersection of SR 56 and Morris Bridge Road. STEVE LEE

Two Rivers community. Above inset: A sign lets drivers know that U.S. 301 is ahead.
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Progress being made on veterans clinic
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Above: The front facade is worked on during construction of the new veterans clinic.

New facility in Zephyrhills is

targeting for a spring opening

and will provide more services
to local veterans

By Steve Lee
October 7, 2021

Progress is being made on a new building
for the veterans clinic, which is located off Ei-
land Boulevard just east of U.S. 301. It is target-
ed to open sometime later in the spring.

Lawrence Migliara, managing partner for
SL2 Consulting, noted that once construction is
completed that equipment should be able to be
moved in soon afterward.

“We're getting ready to complete the fa-
cade (out front) and getting ready to finish the
interior,” he said.

Upon completion, the 14,000-square-foot
facility will be handicapped accessible and of-
fer podiatry, physical therapy with up to 10
exam rooms for primary care and as many as a
half-dozen rooms for mental health. Addition-
al services include women’s health, lab areas,
telehealth, and pharmacy services.

State Senator of District 20 Danny Bur-
gess, a Zephyrhills High graduate and former
city mayor, is a strong advocate for veterans.
The former member of the Florida House of

Above: A view from the east side of the new veterans clinic off Eiland Boulevard in Zephyrhills indicates the

ongoing construction work.

Representatives was once the executive direc-
tor of the Florida Department of Veterans” Af-
fairs. He also has served time in the U.S. Army
Reserves.

“I'm very encouraged by the progress
of the VA facility in Zephyrhills,” said Bur-
gess, who is now a Wesley Chapel resident.
“It means that our local veterans will not have
to make long trips to see their doctor, in ad-
dition to the jobs this facility will bring. This
project helps demonstrate that we are a grow-
ing, vibrant community that I am proud to call
home.”

Several prominent veterans in the area
spoke well of the new building, who like Bur-
gess are well aware of just how much it means
to have better and more services available with-
out having to drive to Tampa to visit the James
A.Haley Veterans Hospital. That facility is near
the University of South Florida’s main campus.

Cliff Moffett, president of the Zephyr-
hills Military History Museum adjacent to the
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport, feels that the
new building is something that has been need-
ed locally for quite some time.

“Just the traffic,” said Moffett, who served
in the U.S. Navy in 1983-86 and later in the
Navy Reserves. “People don’t want to have to
drive to Tampa. You know how much of a plus
this is to have it in our area and with all the vet-
erans we have? It's definitely a huge plus.”

Longtime local Rotarian and former city
councilman Manny Funes also is among the
veterans in the area who will appreciate the
new facility being opened soon. Funes, who

served in the U.S. Air Force, expressed his opin-
ion on how much the clinic is needed.

“You've got a number of veterans in the
area,” he said. “It's going to be a real conve-
nience for all the veterans.”

As far as city planner Todd Vande Berg is
concerned, the location selected for the new fa-
cility could not have been better. City officials
and local developers, he reasons, envision the
intersection of Eiland Boulevard and U.S. 301
as a thriving area. In recent years, a Wawa and
Culver’s have opened on U.S. 301, just south of
that juncture.

“I feel it's a strong location,” Vande Berg
said. “That intersection is kind of the geograph-
ic center of the city.”

Vande Berg also recognized the impor-
tance of having a VA facility closer to home for
the local veterans.

“Obviously, it's great that we can have
something for the veterans,” he said.

In addition to the veterans clinic, Migliara
said SL2 is building a retail outlet adjacent to
the CVS and to the north.

“It's an additional out-parcel on that prop-
erty,” he said.

That retail/commercial building could
have 3-4 outlets, Migliara added. No timetable
was given for the completion of that building.

Above: The veterans clinic is expected o open in the spring of 2022.

STEVE LEE
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Economic Summit portends major
growth and expansion

The summit brought familiar faces and some
not so familiar but all talking up the economic
potential of the city and surrounding area

By Andy Warrener
October 21, 2021

Zephyrhills City Manager William Poe Jr. welcomed the
speakers and audience to the Oct. 13 event. The first part of the
meeting was titled, “City of Zephyrhills - Growth & Expansion.”
Poe would actually be the first speaker. He talked up the $10
million the city received in grants over the past three years and
highlighted some of the projects at the Zephyrhills Municipal
Airﬁort (ZMA). Two box hangers at $1 million each, a taxiway
to the F Terminal and runway extension were projects already
underway at the airport.

Next up was Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
(TBRPC) Economic Development Planner Harry Walsh ad-
dressing the audience via video call streamed into the room.
Walsh brought up a topic that’s becoming more and more com-
mon at city council meetings, that of “Industry Clusters.” Walsh
detailed the TBRPC’s recent Aviation Cluster Study and how it
could benefit the area. The ZMA is a General Aviation airport,
meaning it accommodates most flight activity except, “big com-
mercial and cargo planes” according to Walsh. He pointed out
that while Covid-19 severely curtailed commercial airline traf-
fic, general aviation remained, “mostly steady” and had already
reached the type of traffic seen since before the pandemic.

“General aviation has been mostly fine and ZMA is well-
situated for development,” Walsh said.

Walsh wrapped his presentation touting “Aviation Clus-
ters,” meaning connected businesses all in one area - restaurants

for employees to eat at, distribution cen-
ters near manufacturing - that type of thing.
He cited a study in Duval County, where
Jacksonville is located, as having produced
a great deal of revenue and dozens, if not
hundreds of jobs.

Zephyrhills Planning Director Todd
Vande Berg was next to speak. Vande Berg
spoke about the importance of planning
and how it related to the rampant growth in
East Pasco County and Zephyrhills.

“We have important decisions to make
to ensure resiliency and ensure the econom-
ic base for the community is solid,” Vande
Berg said.

He spoke of updates to the City’s Com-
prehensive Plan moving forward and of an
“Industrial Corridor” city planners hope
to develop and cultivate. Vande Berg went
on to discuss the city’s historical value and
touted the CRA.

“We want to create a vision that has
goals and reflects a broad base of commu-
nity interest,” Vande Berg said.

Vande Berg then went on to use as ex-
amples some of the larger municipal proj-
ects already underway, like the 7th Street
improvements, the intersection of Simons
Road and FEiland Boulevard, as well as the
State Road 56 extension. The list continued with mention of the
Dairy Road extension, the US 301 and Pretty Pond improve-
ments, the Abbott Square development, Simons Property, Trot-
ter’s Crossing, Zephyr Commons Apartments, 15th Avenue
townhomes, among others.

Next was president of CBD Real Estate Investment Da-
vid Waronker, chiming in via video call. Waronker touted the
20 years of business and the development of 20 properties in
Zephyrhills.

“There is so much more that we want
to give back to the city,” Waronker said.

He quantified it by stating that CBD
provided eight full-time scholarships last
year but did not specify just what kind of
scholarships they were. He stated that one
of the big needs was both hotels and qual-
ity rental apartments.

Vice President of Marketing for Metro

summit.

Above: Zephyrhills Planning Director Todd Vande Berg addresses the audience at the Oct. 13

economic summit.

Development Group Vaike O’Grady spoke
about tﬁe rapid sales of homes in the Ab-
bott Park/Zephyr Lakes Development, as
well as the solar street lights.

Dr. Randy Stovall, the Chairman of
ZEDC and the Zephyrhills Chamber of
Commerce, followed. Stovall revealed
highlights from the recent Biz Walk, the
first of its kind since 2014. He noted that 57
businesses completed surveys about their
experience in Zephyrhills.

“It's a way to take the pulse of the
business community,” Stovall said.

Some of the statistics pointed out were
that: the average business had been in the

R&'

Above: Pasco County Commissioner Ron Oakley was last fo take the podium at the economic

ANDY WARRENER

area for at least 20 years, 75 percent said they had difficulty find-
ing quality employees and that 49 percent had plans to hire peo-
ple. Stovall pointed out the two PHSC campuses in the county
and nearby universities of Saint Leo and South Florida.

Tom Ryan and Turner Arbour of the Pasco Economic Devel-
opment Council (PEDC) spoke about large tracts of developable
land near the ZMA, and how they are being talked about at the
top levels of the State government. They continued to discuss
the area and its potential connectivity to major roads and high-
ways. They continued on about job creation, although the cited
study listed: sales, office administration and food service as the
top three occupations in the area. This brought out an earlier
comment by Melissa Parks from Habitat for Humanity, stating
that a person needs to make $20 per hour to afford an apartment
in Pasco County. She went on to state that one-third of created
jobs in Pasco County made less than $20 per hour.

Last to take the podium was Pasco County Commissioner
Ron Oakley. Oakley touted many of the municipal projects in
the county, such as the paving of Wire Road, improvements on
State Road 54 East, the Diverging Diamonds at I-75 and State
Road 56 - recently back underway after a stall when the contrac-
tor defaulted. Oakley went on to detail future projects like the
realignment of State Road 52 and the rebuilding of Lacoochee.
He also spoke of the small business boom and the opening of the
Wesley Chapel District Park Recreational Complex.

Wrapping up the meeting, State Senator Danny Burgess
dropped in via conference call, while in Tallahassee. He spoke
of the excitement in the state capitol about East Pasco County
and Zephyrhills. He spoke of the National Guard coming to the
area and how it would be a “big economic driver.” Lastly, he
praised the efforts of local politician and Senate President Wil-
ton Simpson.
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David J. Murphy
Daniel L. Dwyer

Khara Alvero

MANDER LAW GROUP

William C. Anderson
Bobbi Madonna

I AcFull Service Law Firm I

achieve the financial life you deserve. MBA, EA

TAX SERVICES

Our mission is to keep Uncle Sam away
from your wallet so you can enjoy the
money you’ve earned.

TAX SOLUTIONS

| am an Enrolled Agent ¢ Qualified to practice
before the IRS

We have the knowledge and experience to

We aim to minimize taxes on:

* Income

o Gifts

* Retirement
Distributions

diligently come to a resolution that will meet your
needs.

Call today! (813) 782-9491

Email: nilslenz@gmail.com

¢ |nvestments
¢ Estate

Hours: M-F
1am to 10pm

39104 3rd Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 33542

AuToMmMOBILE ACCIDENTS * PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH « DUI « CRIMINAL LAW
Divorce & CHiLD CustoDY ¢ REAL ESTATE « BuUSINESS
PrRoBATE « WiLLS « POWER OF ATTORNEYS

www.manderlawgroup.com

14217 3RD STREET, DADE CITY, FL 33523
(352) 567-0411

4



C
CMMIK "

16B | WELCOME BACK | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021 | THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS

Council meeting greenlights Hercules Park,
red lights the movie theatre

MOTI d ay ’S m eetin g m Oved one address the opioid epidemic and provide treat- = ‘“"T""‘--..."“'--___ > i Sl

. ] ment to the citizens, and to effectively allocate
any regional settlement funds received by Pas-
blg p 7’0] eth Orward and P ut anOther coyCOIgmty. The Task Force will meet a’zl least
on pause, fOT now uarterly to study and analyze data related to
the opioid epidemic and evaluate existing and
future uses of any settlement funds recovered
by litigation. Chief Brewer will be the city rep-
By Andy Warrener resentative on the task force.
October 28 2021 Council to approve a resolution for city
! council to participate in a joint meeting of the
Municipal Association of Pasco in order to dis-
cuss matters of mutual interest. The joint meet-
Consent Agenda items opened up the meeting after an in- inﬁ with the Municipal Association of Pasco is
vocation and Pledge of Allegiance. First item was an approval —scheduled for Nov. 4, 6:30 p.m. at Catches Wa-
of the Sept. 27 regular meeting minutes and passed 5-0. In the terfront Grille, 7811 Bayview St. in Port Richey.
minutes was a form, a Memorandum of Voting Conflict filled ~All three items were bundled together and ap-
out by councilman Lance Smith detailing his recusing himself ~proved 5-0 by council vote.
from certain votes regarding property developments adjacent to In Business Items, an approval of a street
the Sarah Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness Center. Smith is a SVB ~ resurfacing piggyback agreement with As-
Foundation board member and has faithfully and voluntarily —phalt Paving Systems, Inc. of Lee County. The
recused himself from votes. The Memorandum of Voting Con- ~ city has 24 different sections of roadway sched-
flict put it down in ink. uled for repaving in the FY 2021-22 Budget.
Second item asked council to approve a Memorandum of ~ The projects performed by Asphalt Paving Sys- i )
Understanding (MOU) with Pasco County in developing an tems, Inc. should not excéed $598,572.07. There  Above: Dr. Randy Stovall touts the recent success at the ZEDC Economic Summit.
Opioid Task Force. Pasco County entered into a MOU with the  is $600,000 earmarked in the 2021-22 FY Budget
State of Florida to become a Qualified County to receive fund-  for the city for repaving. of including security cameras. Ultimately, council did vote 5-0 to
ing to help fight the opioid epidemic. The MOU requires Pasco “Piggybacking with another entity buys you time,” Zephyr- 5,y Kimley-Horn and Associates to colmprise a Scope of Ser-
County to create a local Task Force that includes a representative  hills City Manager William Poe Jr. said. “Lee County has al-
from Pasco County Fire Rescue, Pasco County Sclgools, Pasco ready done a spec sheet, the bid package, they’ve done all that. Next item is to simply move the Nov. 22 meeting to Nov. 29
County Sheriff, Pasco County Public Services, two municipali- ~When you piggyback with someone like that, it can save you six ¢4 passed 5-0.
ties, Pasco Health Department, two people with subject matter months.” Last item started a conversation about what to do with the
expertise, the Chief Judge of the Sixth Judicial Circuit, Pasco Al- Council’s approval of Hercules Park construction docu- movie theatre on Main Street. For several years, conversations
liance for Substance Abuse, and a retired subject matter expert. ~ments and a Scope of Services to be performed by Kimley-Horn 1 0. can had regarding the revival of the ol d home theatre
The task force will have a voice in the creation of an abatement —and Associates was next up. The scope includes creation of the g ¢ recently had discussions with both the property owner an d

plan to identify current programs and strategies being used to ~construction documents, permitting, surveying, architectural —gg . Burgess regarding the possibility of the city acquiring
design, and construction phase services for the

implementation of park elements as shown on

the Hercul-es Park Master Plan approved by the However, before a request can be made, the city must ob-
city council and datec! Aqg. 31. Scope of Servic- tain an appraisal of the property. The cost of the appraisal is
€s tOtal.S $292’985’ which is Wlth.m 10 percent of $3,600. Tl}w)ere was doubt that an appraisal could be completed
the Opinion of Probable Cost with Alternates at ;%1 \¢. t submit it to the state. The Nov. 17 deadline made it a
$3'382'6é’0' t Desi h durine th non-starter. Furthermore, the city already has a number of proj-

- LLoncept Lesign was snown during the€ — o.q i the works and taking on renovating the movie theatre
meeting, proi/lokmg_ some conversation from the = cooeq 5 bridge too far for every council member. There was
dais. Oﬂe of the toﬁ ics was the $250,000 estimated talk of how nice it would be and how it would attract more foot
cost of installing the restrooms at the park. Coun- 6 owntown but ultimately it seemed like taking on too

cilman Ken Burgess had some sticker shock at the : . : . )
estimated price. “that’s going to be one heck of a g(liu(i)l va(;f gigy staff. Moving forward with the appraisal was vot

bathroom.”

Poe stipulated that they had originally bud-
geted $350,000 for the bathrooms and also said
that the bathroom installed downtown in 2006,
ran roughly $170,000. More discussion revolved
around the BMX bike path and how it occupied
so much of the park, while not being a comple-
mentary activity to picnicking and trail walking.

Councilman Burgess brought up the notion

ANDY WARRENER

=

L

vices.

and renovating the buildings. Staff will ask for state appropria-
tions to acquire and renovate the property.

In Citizen Comments, Dr. Randy Stovall touted the success
of the recent Economic Summit. He spoke of the turnout, the
content of the meeting and hit on its high points.

In city council comments, Poe mentioned the Zephyrhills
High School Homecoming Parade, set for 4:30 p.m. this Thurs-
day, downtown. Councilwoman Jodi Wilkeson mentioned the
Halloween Howl on Saturday from 4 to 9 p.m.

Left: Concept design and potential amenities at the future Hercules Park.

$85.00

COOLANT FLUSH

Cannot combine with other coupons.
ZHN Expires 2/28/22

$4' /QT

ROTELLA 15W40

Cannot combine with other coupons.

ZHN Expires 2/28/22
LABOR JUST $85 PER HOUR - WE BILL ACTUAL TIME SPENT, NOT INDUSTRY ESTIMATES
, : ——— $85.00
FREE Vehicle Inspection and Diagnosis BRAKE FLUID FLUSH

Cannot combine with other coupons.
ZHN Expires 2,/28/22

10% OFF §"¢85.00

SERPENTINE BELT

Good on invoices up fo $1,000.Cannot combine with o
. Cannot combine with other coupons.
2w other coupons. Expires 2/28/22 N Expires 2,/28,/22

HOME of the $9.95*
Oil Change

INCLUDES 5 QTS OF 5W20 OR

PARTS & LABOR UP TO $100
5W30 AND FILTER

$5.00 OIL DISPOSAL FEE NOT INCLUDED.
*EXCLUDES HYUNDALI'S

* 4 Bays i |

* Clean and Spacious -y i “All work performed

e 0=, @Cl1,. =5
e wih 10+ ﬁ

s et SERVICE CENTER HorPAN-ATN
4542 GALL BOULEVARD | ZEPHYRHILLS | 813-780-1132

www.thomasandsoninc.com

Keep America Beautiful
By Taking Care of the Environment =
and Living Sustainably!

NO GLASS RECYCLING REMINDER.

Why no glass? NO Plastic Bags
When glass breaks ~ NO Milk or Juice Cartons
NO Tanglers

it becomes a
" NO Trashed or Bagged Recycling
contaminant to the
NO Styrofoam

materials in the NO Glass

: »
overall recycling NOTHING Bigger Than K e A NOW OFFERING
stream. ) . . T _ COVID VACCINATIONS
a Cat Litter Container

o

ZEPHYRHILLS

COMMUNITY PHARMACY

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday 9am-4pm ¢ Sunday 10am-3pm

We provide and pack weekly planners.

For qUGSﬂOnS pleose em(]il us at: & Free for Seniors. Stop in for Details.
’ .

pubworks@ci.zephyrhills.fl.us or | 813-395-6161

call our office at

(813) 780-0022

Across the street from Kaufman Eye Institute

6242 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS

www.zephyrhillspharmacy.com






