
Stollers along Church Street were 
treated to the gingerbread houses 

built by locals and free hot chocolate 
by the youth group

 The Gingerbread World 2023 event started seven 
years ago with a small idea for a local real estate fi rm 
to engage in the community. Shane and Kim Barker, 
founders of the Gingerbread World event wanted to 
participate in something fun that carried the theme of 
a family real estate business.
 “The fi rst contest was held in our offi  ce on our 
conference table,” said Shane Barker. “After outgrow-
ing our offi  ce, we moved it to the Dade City Cultural 
Museum. There was no real pull of the people there.” 

 “We dreamed of being part of the Dade City 
Church Street Christmas and was able to host it at 
the First Baptist Church our fi rst year,” added Shane 
Barker. “We have been doing it on Church Street now 
for three years.  This is an exhibit for the community 
to enjoy.”
 This year the Dade City Center for the Arts host-
ed the event to keep this amazing tradition going. It 
was held in the First United Methodist Church for the 
fi rst time, a much larger venue and certainly a success 
to hold the number of people that came to see the gin-
gerbread houses. 
 As you entered the building, you were greeted 
by two very welcoming members of the youth com-
munity of the church, Quinn Cosentino, and Miles 
Caster. Cosentino was very articulating in announc-
ing the family games, Christmas movies and free hot 
chocolate. Donations at the hot chocolate table were 
going towards the youth group’s trip to Universal 
Studios. 

Zephyrhills team went to nationals in 
Dallas last year and are trying for 

another trip to Texas 

 The Zephyrhills JROTC has won numerous awards in 
Raiders, drill and rifl e shooting in recent years. That unit 
has become quite adept at robotics of late, just another area 
to add to its success against competition from other schools 
throughout the state and beyond.
 “I tell you, these guys are getting good at that robot 
stuff ,” said Sgt. Michael Smith, who along with Sgt. Jimmy 
McAuley oversees the school’s JROTC program.
 Six cadets went to Dallas for the JROTC National Ro-
botics Championships last spring. With a roster of 20 cadets, 
not all of whom would go to Texas for this year’s event, 
Zephyrhills is gearing up for another trip to Texas.
 “We’re trying to get back to nationals,” Smith said.
 Zephyrhills had two robots entered in the Pasco-Her-
nando State College Robotics competition, placing 12th and 
13th among more than 50 robots from county schools.
 “In a thrilling display of talent, the robotics team from 
Zephyrhills showcased their exceptional skills in technolo-
gy and engineering, leaving spectators in awe,” Smith said.

Hercules Park fi nally moves 
forward with sidewalk 

improvements, wastewater and 
airport expansion in the works 

 City offi  cials are quite busy these days, what 
with numerous ongoing projects with some com-
ing to fruition soon while others are just getting 
under way.
 As the year wound down, city manager Billy 
Poe mentioned a few of those specifi c plans and 
designs. So did Shane LeBlanc, the city’s public 
works director, who is monitoring two ongoing ef-
forts in Hercules Park and a sidewalk project.
 Hercules is a major endeavor that has been 
years in the making with the property going from 
the city to the Pasco School District and back to be-
ing owned by the city once more. A groundbreak-
ing took place in early December.
 “It’s been a long time coming and it’s going to 
be a jewel in our park system,” LeBlanc said.
 Poe shared that sentiment, saying, “I think it’s 
been a long time coming. There have been a lot of 
possibilities for (the property). I’m lucky to be in 
this seat when the project is pushed forward.”
 Poe and his family grew up in Zephyrhills 
and recalls spending some time there.
 “I remember the park being there,” adding he 
did not swim at that pool, which served the public 
as well as provided a home base for the Zephyr-
hills High boys and girls swimming teams. “I was 
a little bit older then.”
 The park, which encompasses nearly 13 acres 
and once had a city pool that has since been de-
molished and fi lled over, is a $7.4 million project. A 
groundbreaking took place and the perimeter has 
been marked for construction to begin with plans 
to open in January of 2025.
 Upon completion the park will entail a state 
of the art splash pad, shelters, rest rooms, a fi tness 
trail, parking and other park amenities.
 As for the $1.9 million sidewalk project, 
improvements and additions are being made 

Families gather to admire two prize winning gingerbread houses while drinking their hot chocolate during the 
Gingerbread World display at First United Methodist Church in Dade City. 
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Community 
News
AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary 
550 sponsors Christmas Tree 
of Giving for local schools 
and distributed the gifts to 
students.
Woodland Elementary 
School’s Honor Society of 
Zephyrhills, Chapter of the 
National Elementary Honor 
Society presented Healing 
Hearts Cafe and Thomas 
Promise a check from funds 
collected at dances.
➤ 2
Local volunteers lay wreaths 
at Oakside Cemetery during 
the Wreaths Across America 
campaign. 
➤ 11
Pasco County Tax Collector’s 
offi  ces will be collecting 
donations in January for The 
Runaways Animal Rescue. 
Some of the Pasco County 
Board of Commissioners 
offi  ces will be closed on Dec. 
29 and Jan. 1, 2024 for the 
New Year’s holiday.
Southwest Florida Water 
Management District has 
declared water restrictions 
for residents with a one day 
watering schedule.
➤ 13

Zephyrhills News

Weather
Today’s precipitation will 
bring in cooler weather 
for the weekend with 
temperatures only reaching 
into the 50s and nighttime 
temperatures dipping into 
the 30s.
➤ 3

Ongoing 
projects benefi t 

the city

Families enjoy Gingerbread 
World during Church 

Street Christmas

JROTC Robotics team competes in two 
state qualifi ers

➤ CITY PROJECTS: See Page 14
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➤GINGERBREAD WORLD: See Page 4

The Zephyrhills High JROTC team took two robots to the Pasco-Hernando State College 
competition. PHOTO COURTESY OF ZEPHYRHILLS HIGH JROTC

Families gather to admire two prize winning gingerbread houses while drinking their hot chocolate during the 
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Park News
Residents at Baker Acres 
gather for an ugly sweater 
contest after a golf cart 
parade around the park.
Glen Haven residents 
celebrate Christmas with a 
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around the park.
Residents get together in the 
clubhouse for a Christmas 
party with dinner and games 
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AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary 550 sponsors 
Christmas Tree of Giving for local students

 The AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary 550 
sponsored a Christmas Tree Of Giving 
for some local children in the elementary 
schools of Woodland, West Zephyrhills, 
Chester Taylor and CES.  
 The AMVETS, Sons of AMVETS, La-
dies Auxiliary and AMVETS Riders Chap-
ter joined together by raising money 
through raffl  es, post functions, donations 
for gifts and generous members providing 
gifts.  The gifts have been distributed to the 
various Zephyrhills schools.  

6755 Gall Blvd.
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
(2 Buildings S. of Golden Carrol)

(813) 395-0244

• Personal Injury Claims
• EMC (Emergency Medical Condition)
Everyone knows how quickly medical bills pile up. It’s important to see someone 
sooner-than-later about your car accident injuries.
In the State of Florida, a PIP insurance policy will pay up to $2,500 
in medical expenses. However, if you have an emergency medical 
condition, PIP coverage will pay up to $10,000 that arise out of 
your car accident. Without seeing the right health care provider, 
you might be leaving your benefi ts on the table.
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“MATHLETES” NEED A PHYSICAL
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Get Expert Medical Care
Without the Wait!

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 
8:30am-5pm;
every other
Saturday
8:30am-3pm

Urgent Care
Adolescent Health Care
Specialty Exams

Therapeutic Procedures
Dermatologic Procedures
Wellness Exam

“Experience 
the Lifetime 
Difference!”

Lifetime Urgent Care 
… A Smart ER alternative for less severe injuries.

• Urgent Care
Whiplash, Muscle Strain,
Brusing, Cuts & Lacerations,
Broken Bones, Back Pain,
Headache

THURSDAY AFTERNOON AFTERNOON THURSDAY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

at the Zephyrhills 
Moose Lodge
3211 Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills 33541 (Highway 301 South) 813-782-1771

Doors Open At 
11:30am

$50 PAYOUT GUARANTEE
FOR REGULAR GAMES

$150 & $250 JACKPOTS 

Woodland students donate to two local charities
 Woodland Elementary School’s Honor Society of Zephyrhills, 
Chapter of the National Elementary Honor Society held a check 
presentation for the Healing Hearts Cafe and Thomas Promise. The 
honor society teaches the children leadership and service. 
 Proceeds from a dance with over 400 in attendance raised mon-
ey that went to two local charities.  The children had to research the 
charities. Then the president and VP, Augie LaPointe and Austin 
Huang of the honor society picked the two charities who got the 
most votes. 
 The two charities chosen were Thomas Promise and Healing 
Hearts Cafe. Each charity was honored with $1000, the most the 
children have ever raised. 
 Present from Healing Hearts Cafe was Donna Nelson, director. 
The mission of the Healing Hearts Cafe, who feed the homeless lo-
cally, is to lead people into a relationship with Jesus Christ through 
a relaxed, loving, and non-judgmental environment by feeding the 
spirit and the body. 
 Each week the Thomas Promise Foundation’s Backpacks For 
Hunger program loads hundreds of bags with kid-friendly and 
nutritious food to take home after school on Friday. For many, the 
backpack is their major source of nutrition for the weekend.



Shown is Thursday’s weather. Temperatures are Thursday’s 
highs and Thursday night’s lows.
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 “We have games and free hot chocolate for 
the families to come in and rest and play,” said 
Heather Rowson Cooner. “We also have Christ-
mas movies on the PlayStation in the media 
room.”
 The other half of the room was very crowd-
ed with people coming in from Church Street 
to see the gingerbread houses. The communi-
ty was able to see fi rst, second and third place 
winning gingerbread houses in both youth and 
adult categories that were judged earlier in the 
day. Cash Prizes were awarded to the winners 
by the sponsors of the event, Vitis Realty.
 “One of the judges was from the Food Net-
work,” said Kim Barker. “Her name was Pat 
Ashley from Gingerbread Arts, her own com-
pany, teaching people the art of making ginger-
bread houses.” Ashley is a two-time champion 
for making gingerbread houses on a national 
level.”  
 “Ashley donated a prize for the People’s 
Choice winner,” said Kim Barker. “She off ered a 
year’s subscription to classes.”
 The winners in the youth category were: 
fi rst place, Lauren and Samantha Cook, for the 
church they made so cleverly out of coconut, 
peppermints and candy canes. Second place 
went to Masie Erven and third place to Violet 
Dorough. 
 In the adult category, fi rst place went to 

Bard Fuller. The gingerbread house had a roof 
made of snowcap candy, a windmill with la-
sagna pasta for the blades with detailed deco-
rative icing and candies. Second place went to 
Nancy Clemmens and third place to Corin Hall, 
Elite Brokers. 
 “I love all the decorated gingerbread hous-
es,” said Hall. “I love designing stuff  and I get 
the whole family involved.”
 The gingerbread houses were judged for 
their originality and creativity, technical diffi  -
culties, overall workmanship, homemade ele-
ments, and use of colors. On the DACC’s web-
site were tips and tricks with videos, recipes, 
pictures, and templates for all levels from begin-
ners to pros. 
 The community got to vote on the People’s 
Choice Award with tokens. The tokens were $1 
per token, to be placed in the jar next to the eli-
gible participants. The wnner of the youth  cate-
gory was Bryce Bokar and adult went to Tanner 
Politi.
 “All funds raised at this event, go to DCCA 
and its mission to lift artists while educating and 
other projects throughout the year,” said Mag-
da Mackenzie, board member of DCCA, who 
works with the school districts in collaboration 
with the DCCA celebrating the local community 
building art.  
 “DCCA is a vehicle to show artists’ work 
out there,” said Mackenzie. Mission accom-
plished with this successful event.

Left: Gabriel and Lydia 
Machado admire the first 
place winner. “We love 
the gingerbread houses. 
Our whole family drove 
here from Wesley Chapel 
to be here.”

SUSAN SLATER

Left: Kim and Shane Barker, co-founding 
creators of Gingerbread World, fulfill their 
dreams of being part of Dade City Church 
Street event with a very successfully crowded 
venue.

Right: Miles Caster and Quinn Cosentino 
keep the strollers informed of the events 
happening in the hall and at the church.

Left: Thomas Hernandez, 9, with 
Lennox Rivera, 8, admire the 
gingerbread houses. 

Below: Corin Hall stands by her third 
place gingerbread house and ribbon. 
Her piece was inspired by the movie 
“Up.”

NOW OPEN IN ZEPHYRHILLS!NOW OPEN IN ZEPHYRHILLS!NOW OPEN IN ZEPHYRHILLS!
When it REALLY
hurts...

CALL (352) 833-7855 · 37806 Medical Arts Ct. · Zephyrhills, 33541

PRICE INCLUDES:
• Panoramic X-ray (DO330)
• Evaluation by our Licensed on-site Dentist (DO140)
• Anesthetic & routine extraction (D7140)

$180*
Single Visit *Cost per tooth. Wisdom teeth fee $220 per tooth (D7210)

WE OFFER EASY, FAST, SAFE 
& AFFORDABLE RELIEF!

➤GINGERBREAD WORLD: From Page 1

Above: Lauren and Samantha Cook won first place for their 
peppermint and coconut gingerbread church.



Narcotics Anonymous is Sunday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous 
is Friday at 10 a.m. and Overeaters Anonymous 
is Monday, 5:30 p.m. and Friday, 11:30 a.m.  
 The Adventist Health Food Store is open at 
the church Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m.
 For more information, call  (813) 782-2000.

  First Methodist Church of Zephyr hills, 
38635 5th Ave. and Senior Pastor Steve Ezra in-
vites the community to worship services every 
Sunday, with contemporary service at 9:30 a.m. 
and traditional service at 11 a.m. Coff ee and fel-
lowship in Cooper Hall behind the sanctuary, 
every Sunday from 9-10:45 a.m.   
 For more information, call (813) 782-5645. 

St. Elizabeth Episcopal 
Church located at 5855 
16th St. has a Saturday 

service at 4 p.m. and 
Sunday services at 8 and 

10 a.m.
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EAST PASCO 
SEVENTH-DAY 

ADVENTIST
CHURCH
7333 Dairy Rd. 
(813) 782-2000

Ray Pichette, Lead Pastor
Leonardo Olivera, Associate 

Pastor
Saturday

Bible Study...............10:15 a.m.
Worship Service........8:45 a.m. and 

11:15 a.m.
Al-non

Monday...............................12 p.m. 
Wednesday.............................7 p.m.

Alcohol Anonymous
Friday....................................10 a.m.

Overeaters Anonymous
Monday............................5:30 p.m. 
Friday...............................11:30 a.m.

Narcotics Anonymous
Sunday...................................7 p.m.
Wednesday.............................7 p.m.
Thursday................................7 p.m.

www.eastpascoadventist.com

ATONEMENT
LUTHERAN

CHURCH
29617 S.R. 54

(813) 973-2211
Pastor Scott Lindner 

Sunday 
Traditional Service...........9:30 a.m.

Contemporary  Service  with  
Sunday School.....................11 a.m.

Live Streaming on webiste:
 discoveralc.com

CORNERSTONE
BAPTIST CHURCH

5434 7th St.
(813) 783-2727

Pastor Stephen R. Lamb
Sunday

Adult Sunday 
School.................................9:45a.m.

Coffee and Donut
Fellowship .......................10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................11 a.m.
Evening Worship ................... 6 p.m.

Wednesday
Prayer and Praise Services......6 p.m. 
“The end of your search for an old 

fashioned church”
cornerstonebczhills.org

DADE CITY GRACE
BIBLE CHURCH
Dade City Business Center 

Suite 403
15000 U.S. Hwy. 301 N.

(Look for the water tower)
(352) 567-3955

Pastor Willard L. Sessoms
Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service .....................10 a.m.

www.bibletruthfortoday.com 
YouTube at Dade City Grace 

Bible Church

FIRST METHODIST 
CHURCH OF 

ZEPHYRHILLS
38635 5th Ave. 
(813) 782-5645

Senior Pastor Steve Ezra 
Sunday

Sunday School for adults
9:30 and 10:45 a.m.

Contemporary ................. 9:30 a.m.
Traditional ............................11 a.m.

Youth Group second Sunday of 
the month at 4 p.m.

Live streaming for both services at 
www.fumczhills.org

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

5510 19th St. 
(813) 782-7412

Pastor Denise Lay
Sunday

Worship..................................10 a.m.
Coffee fellowship after worship

Nursery available during worship
First Sunday of the month

Messy Church......................3-5 p.m.
Monday and Friday

Free community Meals.......4-5 p.m.
Tuesday

Food Pantry............9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Service is livestreamed on Facebook 

and webpage
www.firstpcz.org

ST. ELIZABETH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

5855 16th St.
(813) 782-1202

Father Rick Campbell, Priest
Reverend Hugh Wilkes, 

Deacon
Saturday 

Communion Service......4 p.m.
Sunday

Communion Service......8 a.m.
and 10 a.m.
Wednesday

Communion Service......5 p.m.
Bible Study.......................6 p.m.

www.stelizabeths.episcopalswfl.org

BIBLE
MISSIONARY

CHURCH 
5521 23rd St.

(813) 782-8772
Reverend Duane Miller

Sunday School.................. 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship .......... 10:45 a.m.
Evening Service.......................6 p.m.
Wednesday Service .................6 p.m.

COMMUNITY OF 
CHRIST 

ZEPHYRHILLS
7334 16th St.

(813) 469-1265
Pastor Dawn McDowell

Sunday 
Sunday School...................9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service ................10:45 a.m. 

Potluck every third Sunday
FB Zephyrhills Community of 

Christ shown..........................1 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF

ZEPHYRHILLS
38231 5th Ave.
(813) 782-5574

Pastor Robert McKinney
Sunday

Sunday School...................9:30 a.m.
Worship ....... 10:45 a.m. and  6 p.m.

Wednesday
Service .....................................6 p.m.
Choir Practice ........................6 p.m.
Children’s Activities ..............6 p.m.
TRUTH teen ministries..6:15 p.m.

ZEPHYRHILLS 
CHURCH

OF CHRIST
5444 4th St.

(205) 405-7700
Evangelist Kevin Heaton

Sunday
Bible Study ........................9:30 a.m.
Worship.........10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Wednesday 
Bible Study...............................7 p.m.

www.zephyrhillschurch.com

CHURCH NEWS
 Our Savior Lutheran Church, 5626 20th 
St., invites you to Sunday service at 10 a.m with 
communion on the second and fourth Sundays. 
There is a Saturday evening service is at 5:30 
p.m.
 For more information, call the church at 
(813) 782-1369. 

St. Elizabeth Episcopal Church, 5855 16th 
St. invites you to weekly services on Saturday, 
4 p.m. or Sundays at 8 and 10 a.m. Coff ee and 
fellowship are on Sundays between the two ser-
vices.
 For more information you can call the 
church offi  ce at (813) 782-1202. 

 First Baptist Church of Zephyrhills, 38231 
5th Ave., invites you to Sunday services at 10:45 
a.m. and 6 p.m. with Pastor Rob McKinney.
 The teen TRUTH ministries, is on Wednes-
days at 6 p.m., with youth leaders, Carla Berg-
er and Paul Warner. Bus transportation is 

available.
 The children ministry, TeamKid, is on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. with director, Lorraine 
McKinney, and teachers, Carol Arnold and Sar-
ah Lutz. 
 The Sunday services are: Sunday school 
for all ages, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:45 
a.m.; and evening service at 6 p.m.  Wednesday 
mid-week service, 6 p.m. and choir practice is at 
5 p.m. For more information, call the church at 
(813) 782-5574.

East Pasco Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
7333 Dairy Rd. invites you to Saturday servic-
es with Lead Pastor Ray Pichette and Associate 
Pastor, Leonardo Olivera. Bible study is at 10-11 
a.m. and worship services are at 8:45 and 11:15 
a.m. Wednesday mid-week services are at 7 p.m.
 Al-Anon (Noon Solutions) is Monday, 12 
p.m., Al-Anon (Serenity), Wednesday, 7 p.m., 
Narcotics Anonymous is Sunday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 7 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous is 

ST.  JOSEPH 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

38710 5th Ave.
(813) 782-2813

Reverend Allan Tupa
Saturday 

Mass .........................................4 p.m. 
Sunday

Mass ...............................7, 9, 11 a.m.
Weekday Masses

Monday................................... 8 a.m.
Tuesday ................................... 8 a.m.
Wednesday .............................. 8 a.m. 
Thursday ................................ 8 a.m.
Friday ...................................... 8 a.m. 

Saturday
   Adoration/Confessions ..8-9 a.m.

Gloria Jean Roma
ROMA, Gloria Jean, 89, 
passed away Dec. 15, 2023, 
in Wesley Chapel. She was 
born June 21, 1934, in Har-
lowton MT., to Beatrice H. 
(Beats) and Melvin (Doc) 
Bartz. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Lewie 
E. Roma; her parents; and her 
brothers, Sidney Bartz, Bur-
ton Bartz and Curtis Bartz. 
Gloria grew up on her fam-
ily’s ranch near Barber, MT. 
She graduated from Mon-
tana State University with 
her Nursing Degree in 1954 
and retired as a Nurse Prac-
titioner in 1994. She moved 
to Wesley Chapel in 1994 to 
enjoy life with her husband, 
sons, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. In De-
cember of 1953 she married 
Lewie E. Roma of Shawmut, 
MT. They were married for 
62 years and followed Lew-
ie’s Air Force career to Moses 
Lake, WA., West Palm Beach, 
Midwest City, OK and Altus, 
OK. Together they raised two 
children. She was a wonder-
ful wife, mother, daughter, 
sister and friend. She loved 
dancing, travel and being 
with her family. She is sur-
vived by son, Roy of Wesley 
Chapel; son and daughter-
in-law, Ron and Julie of Dade 

City; grandchildren, Sha-
non Roma of Wesley Chapel, 
Kristi Roma Wilson and hus-
band, Tim Wilson of Moore, 
OK., Anthony and Jennifer 
Roma of Dade City and Al-
exandra Roma of Dade City; 
great-grandchildren, Ger-
ett Roma, Gage and Abigail 
Wilson, Isabella and Lay-
la Roma; and sisters, Ardis 
Hanson of Billings, MT. and 
Eileen Wolff  of St. Regis, MT. 
Gloria will be cremated with 
memorial services to be held 
in Montana at a future date.

Donald James 
Smith Jr.

SMITH JR., Donald James, of 
Zephyrhills, went to be with 
the Lord, on Dec. 18, 2023. 
Donald was a devoted hus-
band, Father, and proud Vet-
eran, who passed away at 
the age of 90. Don was born 
and raised in upstate New 
York, specifi cally in Vestal, 
N.Y. Born on April 7, 1933, it 
was there that he began his 
remarkable journey through 
life. A graduate of Vestal 
High School in 1951. Serving 
his country in the Army, he 
exemplifi ed dedication and 
bravery to his country. Serv-
ing as the chaplains assistant. 
Donald cherished family 
above all else and was blessed 
with three children, Delesa 
Joy Rockwell (Sam Rockwell) 
of Apollo Beach, Donald Jef-
frey Smith (Beth Smith) of 
Endicott, N.Y. and Becky Lou 
Masset (Mike Masset) of Col-
orado Springs, CO., and a 
step-son, Grady Sapp (Lau-
rel Sapp) of Caldwell, Ida-
ho. His commitment to their 
well-being was unwaver-
ing, leaving a legacy of love 
and guidance. He is also sur-
vived by his brother, How-
ard J. Smith of Delhi, N.Y.  
Donald was pre-deceased 
by his beloved wife, Barbara 
Webb Smith, in 1990. He has 

three granddaughters, Alex-
is Rockwell of Apollo Beach, 
Ashley Smith of Endicott, 
N.Y. and Samantha Rockwell 
(Dan Fraser) of Tampa. Don-
ald was blessed with com-
panionship and love, and 
is also survived by his lov-
ing wife of over 24 years, Ida 
Sapp-Smith, of Zephyrhills. 
Together they shared the joys 
and challenges of life, creat-
ing cherished memories that 
will forever be held dear by 
those who knew and loved 
him. Donald was retired 
from IBM after 30 years of 
service. He stayed very ac-
tive his whole life, tuning pi-
anos, repairing and fi xing up 
pianos, and all throughout 
his retirement years. Don-
ald embraced his passion for 
music. He delighted others 
by playing the organ and pi-
ano, bringing melodies to life 
with his skilled fi ngers. His 
musical talents were a source 
of inspiration for those for-
tunate enough to hear him 
play. A devout Christian, 
Don’s faith was the corner-
stone of his life. His spiri-
tual journey enriched the 
lives of those around him, 
and his unwavering belief 
in God provided comfort 
and strength throughout the 
years. Playing the piano and 
organ at numerous church-
es and weddings, and play-
ing just hours before he went 
to be with the lord. His love 
for music and the lord tru-
ly showed in every aspect 
of his life. Donald touched 
the lives of many and he will 
be greatly missed by fam-
ily and friends. Donald will 
be remembered for the pro-
found impact he had on our 
lives. May his soul fi nd eter-
nal peace, and may the mem-
ories of his love and laugh-
ter continue to resonate in 
our hearts. We will say our 
fi nal goodbyes at a Celebra-
tion of Life Service to be de-
termined at a later date.

OBITUARIES

4911 Allen Road, Zephyrhills • (Hillvest Center across from Big Lots) • 813-395-6988
www.coastalcremationsonline.com • Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm

BEAUTIFUL CHAPEL FOR FUNERALS
BURIAL SERVICES / CREMATIONS
PRE-PLANNING SERVICES

Compassionate care ...
OVER 100 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

... when you need it most from our family to yours

Expert Orthopedic CareOrthopedic Care

For More Moments 
Like These

When joint or back pain begin to limit 
your life, you need expert care from a trusted 

team. Using the latest innovations and minimally 

invasive techniques, we provide nationally-recognized 

orthopedic and spine care – so you can live life 

pain free. 

Take your first step to feeling whole 
at FloridaOrthoExperts.com.
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The new year 
brings challenges that can change many things 
in your life. You need to be prepared not only 
to confront them, but also to deal with what 
happens afterward.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You have what 
it takes to set your goals quite a bit higher this 
year. Learn what you need to know and put 
what you learn into your efforts. Meanwhile, 
a partner offers loving support.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) In true Gemini 
Twin fashion, you’re conflicted about a deci-
sion that you know you’ll have to make in the 
new year. Best advice: Get the facts before you 
make any commitments.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A friend offers 
you an exciting opportunity for this new year. 
Although your positive aspects are strong in 
most respects, caution is still advised. Investi-
gate before you invest.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You can make this 
new year a roaring successby readjusting your 
goals to reflect the changes in the economy. In 
addition, your den-mate offers both wise and 
loving support.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The 
New Year brings new opportunities for 
change, but you need to be ready to move on 
from the comfortable status quo toward the 
challenging unknown. It’s all up to you.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Your 
most important New Year’s resolution should 
be to work out problems with a family mem-
ber in order to avoid continuing misunder-
standings. Do it soon for both of your sakes.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The 
new year has much to offer the intensely de-
termined Scorpian, who isn’t afraid to take on 
challenges and stay with them until they sur-
render their rewards.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to Decem-
ber 21) You’ll have many fine opportunities in 
the new year. But be warned: Reject offers of 
“help.” You work best when you’re free to be 
your own creative self.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) 
The new year offers changes that you might 
feel you’re not quite ready for. Best advice: 
Deal with them one step at a time until you’ve 
built up your self-confidence.

KING CROSSWORD - DEC. 28
King Crossword
ACROSS
1 Jog
5 Cry
8 Goblet feature

12 Stead
13 Spanish aunt
14 Tortoise’s opponent
15 Ride-sharing 
arrangements
17 Work units
18 Sixth sense
19 Forbidden acts
21 Stylish wrap
24 Flintstones’ pet
25 Comic strip possum
26 “Yellow” band
30 Where Lux. is
31 Primitive
32 Brit. record label
33 Slapstick missile
35 Perched on
36 Evergreens
37 Icky
38 Where Gauguin 
painted
41 Pen name
42 Out of the storm
43 Temporary lodging
48 Furnace fuel
49 Snaky fish
50 Jazzy Fitzgerald
51 Maintained
52 Lay down the lawn
53 Deli loaves

DOWN
1 Pampering, for short
2 Estuary
3 Not ‘neath
4 Elvis’ birthplace
5 Halt
6 Texas tea
7 Historic French prison
8 Cyndi Lauper hit
9 Poi base

10 Thus
11 Disarray
16 Sugary suffix

20 Tennis champ Murray
21 Detail, briefly
22 Go sightseeing
23 Shrek, for one
24 Writer Lessing
26 Whims
27 Jared of “Panic Room”
28 Book after Joel
29 Shrill barks
31 Send forth
34 Off course
35 Sagittarius
37 USO audience
38 Dash gauge
39 Skin soother
40 Make well
41 Hardly hirsute
44 Old Olds

45 Layer
46 Pub order
47 “-- Kapital”

ANSWERS TO KING
CROSSWORDS

DEC. 21

 SALOME’S STARS
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) 
Travel is a dominant aspect of the new year. 
This could mean relocating to another city 
(or even another country) in connection with 
your education or your career.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) This New 
Year brings news about a change you’ve been 

anticipating. You might have a problem per-
suading a loved one about your new plans, 
but they will soon go along with them.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a gift for mak-
ing people feel safe and protected. You would 
make an excellent youth counselor.
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 MOMENTS IN TIME: The History Channel
* On Jan. 8, 1310, near the beginning of the Little Ice Age, when average temperatures around the 
world dropped by as much as 3.6 F (particularly in Europe and North America), the Thames River 
in London froze so thickly that bonfires were lit on it.  
*On Jan. 9, 1768, British former cavalry Sergeant Major Philip Astley staged the first modern circus 
after discovering that if he galloped in a tight circle, centrifugal force would allow him to perform 
seemingly impossible acts on horseback. He drew up a ring and invited the public to watch him 
wave his sword in the air while riding with one foot on his saddle and one on his horse’s head.
* On Jan. 10, 1845, poets Elizabeth Barrett and Robert Browning began the correspondence that 
would eventually lead to their secret courtship and marriage, which Elizabeth’s father disap-
proved of so strongly that he disowned her. The couple then fled England for Italy, where they 
would live for 15 years until Barrett’s death. 
* On Jan. 11, 1915, Jacob Ruppert and Colonel Tillinghast Huston purchased the New York Yan-
kees for $450,000. Ruppert put up his share of the sale in cash, and within a decade had built Yan-
kee Stadium, acquired baseball legend Babe Ruth, and won the first of the franchise’s World Se-
ries titles. 
* On Jan. 12, 1948, pacifist and spiritual leader Mahatma Gandhi began his final fast. Eighteen 
days later, he was assassinated by Hindu nationalist Nathuram Godse while on his way to ad-
dress a prayer meeting.
* On Jan. 13, 1976, American inventor Ray Kurzweil and the National Federation of the Blind de-
buted the Kurzweil Reading Machine, the first omnifont optical character recognition system, 
which converts print to speech. 
* On Jan. 14, 2004, the national flag of Georgia, also known as “the five-cross flag,” was returned 
to official use for the first time in five centuries. Originally a banner of the medieval Kingdom of 
Georgia, it became popular again in the late 20th and early 21st centuries during the country’s na-
tional revival



* In 1837, Thomas Saverland took Caroline Newton to court 
for biting off part of his nose after he forcibly kissed her at 
a party.
* The original Xbox had sound snippets of real space mis-
sions.
* Korean college students once launched a protest against 
the amount of air in potato chip bags by building a raft out 
of them and sailing it across a river. 
* When Michael Orchard broke into his neighbor’s burning 
home to rescue their dog, his heart was in the right place 
but his timing wasn’t: The house fire was merely his LSD-
induced hallucination.
* Frozen cow manure was the first-ever puck used in a hock-
ey game.
* The word “thug” comes from 1350s India and the Hindi 
word “thag,” which means “deceiver” or “thief” or “swin-
dler.” 
* Ten thousand light years away from Earth, a huge cloud 
1,000 times larger than our solar system’s diameter contains 
enough alcohol to fill 400 trillion pints. To drink it all, every-
one on Earth would have to drink 300,000 pints each day for 
1 billion years.
* A violin known as “the Blackbird,” carved entirely from 
stone, produces sound comparable to traditional wooden 
violins.
* Research has shown that people born in September, Octo-
ber and November are more likely to live 100 years or lon-
ger.
* French performer Michel Lotito, aka “Monsieur Manget-
out,” or “Mr. Eat All,” could hardly be accused of being a 
picky eater, having earned a Guinness World Record for 
strangest diet. His gastronomic feats included downing bi-
cycles, razor blades and even an entire airplane.
* Much like humans, chimpanzees use strategic high ground 
for reconnaissance on rival groups during “chimp warfare.”

Thought for the Day: “Every day the clock resets. Your wins 
don’t matter. Your failures don’t matter. Don’t stress on 
what was, fight for what could be.” -- Sean Higgins
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 STRANGE BUT TRUE
  By Lucie Winborne   
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Baker Acres residents 
gather for a parade and 

ugly sweater contest 

Golf carts and bikes get 
together for a Christmas 

parade at Glen Haven

8

SUSAN SLATER

Left: The 
decorated 
golf carts 
line up 
for the 
Christmas 
parade at 
Baker Acres.

Left: Winners of the golf cart parade at Glen 
Haven RV Community were Sam and Gail 
Barnes. 
Below: Susan Stolzenberg decked out her 
three wheeler in a beach theme and won 
third. 

Right:
Linda 

Campau 
is dressed 

in her 
ugly 

sweater 
ready 

for the 
contest. 

Above: This golf cart by Sheila Wallace with 
a wrapped up present decor won second 
place.

Right: The decorated bikers gather to find 
their place in line for the Christmas parade.

Above: Dale and Maggie Christensen decorated 
their cart along with their dog, Ricky, for the 
parade.
Below: Linda and Wayne Campau along with their 
dog, Ringo are ready for the golf cart parade.

Locations in Hernando & Pasco Counties

Left: The 
decorated 
golf carts 
line up 
for the 
Christmas 
parade at 
Baker Acres.

Above: Dale and Maggie Christensen decorated 
their cart along with their dog, Ricky, for the 
parade.
Below: Linda and Wayne Campau along with their 
dog, Ringo are ready for the golf cart parade.

Above: Dale and Maggie Christensen decorated Above: Dale and Maggie Christensen decorated 

Left: 
Nancy 
Robbins 
entered 
the ugly 
sweater 
contest 
with this 
grandiose 
Santa 
head.

Left: Winners of the golf cart parade at Glen 
Haven RV Community were Sam and Gail 
Barnes. 
Below: Susan Stolzenberg decked out her 
three wheeler in a beach theme and won 
third. 
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PARK NEWS

Hillside residents 
celebrate Christmas 

with a party and games

SUSAN SLATER

Zack’s Oakside residents 
ride around the park in 

their decorated golf carts
Left: Residents at Zack’s 
Oakside Mobile Home Park 
drive around the park with their 
decorated golf carts and bikes for 
a Christmas parade.

Below: After the parade, 
residents are treated to a cup of 
hot chocolate in the clubhouse.

Left: Residents at Hillside 
Mobile Home Park gather 
in the clubhouse for a 
Christmas party filled with 
food and games.

Below: Anne Marie and 
Joyce volunteer to serve the 
residents.

Right: Ceil 
Muldoon was 

caught with 
the snowball 

when the 
music

stopped. She 
punched a red 

solo cup on 
the board to 

see what prize 
she won.

Above: Residents were treated to 
a spread of cheese, crackers, fruits 
and vegetables before the main 
course.

Above: Rita and Ron Moldovan dress 
up in their Grinch pajamas for the 
Christmas golf cart parade at Zack’s 
Oakside.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) eective as of the publication date. Oer applies to new CDs only. $1,000 
minimum deposit to open and is required to earn stated APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. IRA CD is subject 
to eligibility requirements. Oer not available to Public Funds, brokers, dealers and other financial 
institutions. Fees could reduce earnings. Oer subject to change without notice. Oer good at locations 
in Florida only.
**IRA CD must be opened in person and cannot be opened online.

Start earning
today with

Bank OZK!

Visit our Zephyrhills location or open an 
account online at ozk.com**

8-MONTH CD OR IRA CD** SPECIAL

5.50
5.

13-MONTH CD OR IRA CD** SPECIAL

60

Joyce volunteer to serve the 

Left: The 
table was full 
of prizes for 
the musical 
snowball 
game. 

their decorated golf carts

Above: Degan Bowers, 4, wants 
to lead the parade with his 
grandfather’s golf cart.

Left: The Barse Family dress up 
in costume as an elf, Frosty the 
Snowman, Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer and the Grinch 
for the golf cart parade.
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Left: Orlenys Calderon 
gives two thumbs up 
as fellow cadet Devon 
Wharton works on a 
robot.

 Two of those cadets taking part in that event 
— Zionel Caceras and Jake Linsenbee — went to 
Dallas last year.
 “It helps tremendously because they know 
what to expect,” said Smith, noting that Caceras 
and Lisenbee encourage and help the others.
 In another qualifying meet, Zephyrhills en-
tered three robots at Apopka. Smith said the 
team could have four robots in the next compe-
tition, Jan. 13 at defending national champion 
Steinbrenner.
 While Smith oversees the program from the 
high school’s perspective, civilian Brad Odell 
does most of the coaching and working with the 
cadets.
 Odell, a former automotive teacher at Wes-
ley Chapel, has a son and daughter — freshman 
Collin and Cara, a junior — in the JROTC pro-
gram. Having suff ered back injuries from an 
automobile accident he began stopping buy to 
help, bringing tools like a grinder jigsaw and 
sander to make the robotics projects easier.
 “They were having trouble modifying the 
robots and they didn’t have the right tools,” 
Odell said. “I want to help these guys as much 
as possible. It excites me to go back into the 
classroom and teach again.”
 The team was broken down into three ar-
eas — driver, mechanic and navigator. Noting 
that all robots break down at various levels of 

the competition, Smith lauded cadets from his 
unit for getting the robots up and running again 
in a short time.
 “It really requires high thinking and critical 
thinking,” he said. “In the six matches (per di-
vision) when the robot broke down the cadets 
had to fi x it. Most of them were pretty calm be-
cause they built the robot so if it broke down 
they knew how to get it up and running again.”
 Among the highlights for the local team 
was making it to the semifi nals as they faced 
many adversities and fought to overcome them. 
Cadet Sgt. Aubrey Stuart listed building a lock 
on the robot and coding it on time for the end 
game as the biggest struggle overall.
 “My team was very dedicated to solving 
any obstacles that we faced, she said. “My team 
works hard, I work hard; we’re all in this togeth-
er.”
 Smith noted that the robotics team’s tri-
umphs at the two recent competitions serve as 
an inspiration to students, educators and the 
community at-large.
 “Their achievements highlight the impor-
tance of STEM education and the potential of ro-
botics in solving real-world challenges,” he said. 
“The team’s success not only showcases their 
talent but also solidifi es the school’s reputation 
as a hub for innovation and excellence.”
 Added Odell, “We’ve been getting better 
and better. My goal is to challenge the students 
to build a bigger and better robot.”

➤ JROTC ROBOTICS: From Page 1

Left: Cadets 
Orlenys Calderon 
and Jake Lisenbee 
prepare to enter 
their robots in the 
competition.

Right: Zephyrhills 
JROTC cadets 

Collin Odell, 
Kendry Abreu and 

Zionel Caceras work 
on one of the robots 

at a table.

You can trust us to help the Do-It-Yourselfer! 
From screen rooms & carports to home remodeling 

projects and new home construction, we’re 
committed to helping our customers 
with quality products and honesty!

• IMPROVE YOUR HOME
• SAVE MONEY • SOLVE PROBLEMS

“IT LOOKS
LEVEL TO
ME, AL”

YOUR
HOME

IS YOUR
MOST

VALUABLE
ASSET

SUN STATE
Aluminum, Inc.

Family owned and operated since 1984

6154 FORT KING RD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • 813-788-7308

Left: Cadets 
Devon Wharton 
and Zionel 
Caseras hold 
the Zephyrhills 
JROTC’s two 
robots alongside 
Jake Lisenbee. 
Caceras and 
Lisenbee went 
to nationals in 
Dallas last spring, 
so they provided 
some valuable 
experience to the 
team.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ZEPHYRHILLS 
HIGH JROTC
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Volunteers lay wreaths on veterans’ 
graves at Oakside Cemetery

Right: These 
wreaths were laid at 

veterans’ graves at 
Oakside Cemetery.

Find a physician
     813-544-4761      AHMGTampaBay.com

Our primary care providers know there’s more to your health than numbers on a medical chart. That’s why we 

personalize your care in a way that’s centered around your life — so you can enjoy all the vital moments of your life.

Online Scheduling. Same-day appointments. Extended Hours. 
Virtual Visits. Over 25 local primary care locations.

Primary care for all of your vital signs

966469114 2023 PCP Tampa Ad_ZNews_11.25x10.5_70th Bday_(F).indd   1 12/6/22   1:40 PM

 On Dec. 18 there were 25 volunteers led 
by Meagan Sammons and a prayer by USAF 
veteran Manny Funes, for the second annual 
Wreaths Across America at Oakside Cemetery in 
Zephyrhills.
 Sammons and her volunteers raised 
enough money from donations from the com-
munity along with the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), Commandough’s Pizza 
and Youth Troop 117 who hosted this year’s cer-
emony. The donations helped to purchase 349 
wreaths that were laid by the volunteers on vet-
erans’ graves at Oakside Cemetery. 
 The meaning of the laying of wreaths on 
the graves is to honor and remember the veter-
ans that served our country. Funes said, that a 
touching moment for us as veterans was when 

we laid the wreaths at the base of the grave, then 
stepped back, said the veteran’s name and salut-
ed. 
 Wreaths Across America started in 1992 in 
Harrington, Maine, but today it’s located in Co-
lumbus Falls, Maine, where each year it pro-
vides wreaths to more than 4,100 cemeteries 
across America. 
 There are 1,200 veterans’ graves in Oakside 
Cemetery and Sammons would like to place 
a wreath on each one of them next year. But it 
takes donations and volunteers.
 If anyone is interested in supporting the 
veterans and participating in this special cere-
mony next year, contact Sammons at (813) 838-
3822.

Above: Some of the 
volunteers who laid 
wreaths at veterans’ graves 
during the Wreaths Across 
America ceremony at 
Oakside Cemetery.

Right: Meagan Sammons, 
Heath Sammons, Manny 

Funes, Karen Gaskin, 
Amanda Harrison, Lisa 

Summer and Marie 
Wynderlich laid wreaths 

at Oakside Cemetery.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004667ES
DIVISION: B

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

Jose Otero, Maritssa 
Otero, Kim Popovich 

and New Age Realty and 
Construction, Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION 
(formal notice by 

publication)
TO: Jose Otero

13426 Bull Road
Dade City, FL 33523

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 
to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth 
Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 on or before January 
16th, 2024, and to file the 
original of the written 
defenses with the clerk 
of this court either before 
service or immediately 
thereafter. Failure to serve 
and file written defenses 
as required may result in a 
judgement or order for the 
relief demanded, without 
further notice.
Signed on this 8TH day of 
DECEMBER, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
as Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 14TH, 2023.
Published: December 14, 
2023, December 21, 2023, 
December 28, 2023 and 
January 4, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004667ES
DIVISION: B

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

Jose Otero, Maritssa 
Otero, Kim Popovich 

and New Age Realty and 
Construction, Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION 
(formal notice by 

publication)
TO: Maritssa Otero

13426 Bull Road
Dade City, FL 33523

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 

to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth 
Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 on or before January 
16th, 2024, and to file the 
original of the written 
defenses with the clerk 
of this court either before 
service or immediately 
thereafter. Failure to serve 
and file written defenses 
as required may result in a 
judgement or order for the 
relief demanded, without 
further notice.
Signed on this 8TH day of 
DECEMBER, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
as Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 14TH, 2023
Published: December 14, 
2023, December 21, 2023, 
December 28, 2023 and 
January 4, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
THOMAS CALLOWAY 

THRELKELD, a/k/a TOM 
C. THRELKELD

Deceased
FILE NO. 

512023CP001504CPAXES
DIVISION: X

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of 

the estate of THOMAS 
CALLOWAY THRELKELD, 
a/k/a TOM C. 
THRELKELD, deceased, 
whose date of death 
was February 11, 2023, 
is pending in the Circuit 
Court for Pasco County, 
Florida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is 
Robert D. Sumner Judicial 
Center, 38053 Live Oak 
Avenue, Dade City, FL. 
33523. The names and 
addresses of the personal 
representative and the 
personal representative’s 
attorney are set forth below.
  All creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice 
is required to be served 
must file their claims with 
this court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
     All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUTES 
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER 
THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication 
of this notice is December 
21, 2023.
Attorney for Personal 
Representative:
STEPHEN D. CARLE, 
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 
0213187
HODGES & CARLE, P.A.
38410 North Avenue
P.O. Box 548
Zephyrhills, Fl 33539-0548
Telephone: (813) 782-7196
Fax: (813) 782-1026
E-Mail: hodgescarle@
hotmail.com
Personal Representative:
BETSY LYNN 
STRICKLAND
34908 Panfish Place
Zephyrhills, FL 33541
Published: December 21, 
2023 and December 28, 
2023.

NOTICE OF SELF 
STORAGE SALE

Please take notice Hide-
Away Storage – Zephyrhills 
located at 37148 State Road 
54, Zephyrhills FL 33542 
intends to hold a sale to 
sell the property stored at 
the Facility by the below 
Occupants whom are in 
default at an Auction. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
1/10/2024 at 10:00AM. 
Unless stated otherwise the 
description of the contents 
are household goods and 
furnishings. Hunter Rogers 
unit #AA444; Siearra N 
White unit #D273. This sale 
may be withdrawn at any 
time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. 
See manager for details.
Published December 21, 
2023 and December 28, 
2023.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
OUT O’ SPACE STORAGE 
located at 13038 U.S. HWY. 
301, Dade City, FL 33525 
(phone number 352 521-
3374) intends to hold a 
sale to sell the property 

described below to enforce 
a lien under the Florida 
Self Storage Facility Act, 
Statues, section 83.80-
83.809. The personal 
property may include 
but not limited to general 
household, office, personal 
property, furniture, boxes, 
clothes, and appliances. 
The sale will occur on 
January 16, 2024 at 9:30 
a.m. The following units are 
delinquent in rents and fees: 
A11 - Barnes, Marcus - 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
B27 - Mondzelewski, 
Michael - Boxes, Misc. 
Items
C140 - Ouellette, Ginger 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C226 - Johnson, Jimmy 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C228 - Jarman, Karen - 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
C232 - Branes, Robert - 
Boxes, Misc. Items
D290 - Evans, Morgan - 
Boxes, Misc. Items
E366 - McGavock, Melissa - 
Boxes, Misc. Items
E369 - Futch, Brittany - 
Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
PS12 - Williams, Ronner 
- Boxes, Furniture, Misc. 
Items
Published: December 21, 
2023 and December 28, 
2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2022CA003286CAAXES
SEAN P. COLEMAN and 
SHARON K. COLEMAN, 

Plaintiff, 
vs. 

LINDA TACKETT, 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: LINDA TACKETT

YOU ARE NOTIFIED
that an action for trespass 
has been filed against 
you and you are required 
to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
JARROD M. SCHARBER, 
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s 
attorney, whose address 
is 14010 21st Street Dade 
City, Florida 33525 on or 
before January 22nd, 2024, 
and file the original with 
the Clerk of this Court 
either before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney or 
immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for 
the relief demanded in the 
Complaint.
WITNESS my hand and 
the seal of this Court on 
December 14, 2023.

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
First publication on 
December 21, 2023
Published: December 21, 
2023 and December 28, 
2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 51-2023-DR-

4666-ES
IN RE THE MARRIAGE 
OF: VARONICA ANN 

COSSON, Plaintiff, 
And JAMES FRANKLIN 
COSSON, Respondent.
NOTICE OF ACTION 
FOR DISSOLUTION 
OF MARRIAGE (NO 

CHILD OR FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT)

TO: James Franklin Cosson
   YOU ARE NOTIFIED 
that an action has been filed 
against you and that you 
are required to serve a copy 
of your written defenses, if 
any, to it on Marcie L. Baker, 
Esquire, whose address is 
5518 7th Street, Zephyrhills, 
Florida 33542 on or before 
January 22, 2024, and file 
the original with the clerk of 
this Court at Pasco County 
Courthouse, 38053 Live 
Oak, Dade City, Florida 
33523, before service on 
Wife or immediately 
thereafter. If you fail to 
do so, a default may be 
entered against you for 
the relief demanded in the 
petition.
   The action is asking the 
court to decide how the 
following real or personal 
property should be divided: 
None
 Copies of all court 
documents in this case, 
including orders, are 
available at the Clerk 
of Circuit Court’s office. 
You may review these 
documents upon request. 
    You must keep the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court’s office 
notified of your current 
address. (You may file 
Designation of Current 
Mailing and E-Mail 
Address, Florida Supreme 
Court Approved Family 
Law Form 12.915.) Future 
papers in this lawsuit will 
be mailed or e-mailed to 
the addresses on record at 
the clerk’s office.
 WARNING: Rule 
12.285, Florida Family 
Law Rules of Procedure, 
requires certain automatic 
disclosure of documents 
and information. Failure 
to comply can result in 
sanctions, including 
dismissal or striking of 

pleadings.
Dated: December 15, 2023.
CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
COURT
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Rita Meyer 
Published: December 21, 
2023, December 28, 2023, 
January 4, 2024 and January 
11, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004652CAAXWS
DIVISION: G

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

William A. Legg, Mary 
E. Legg, The Recovery 

Agents, LLC and Shangri-
la Lane, Inc., Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION 
(formal notice by 

publication)
TO: Mary E. Legg
6531 Reinhardt College 
Parkway
Waleska, GA 30163
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 
to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth 
Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 on or before January 
22nd, 2024, and to file the 
original of the written 
defenses with the clerk 
of this court either before 
service or immediately 
thereafter. Failure to serve 
and file written defenses 
as required may result in a 
judgement or order for the 
relief demanded, without 
further notice.
Signed on this December 
15, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
as Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 21ST, 2023
Published: December 21, 
2023, December 28, 2023, 
January 4, 2024 and January 
11, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004828CAAXWS
DIVISION: G

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

All Unknown Spouses, 
Heirs, Creditors, Devisees, 

Beneficiaries, Grantees, 
Assignees, Lienors, 

Trustees and All Other 
Parties Claiming an 

Interest By, Through, 
Under or Against the 

Estate of Tracye Hughes-
Carson a/k/a Tracey 
Tennant, Devlon E. 

Hughes and American 
Financial Recovery, LLC, 

Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION 

(formal notice by 
publication)

TO: Trayce Hughes-Carson
14920 De Leon Drive
Hudson, FL 34667
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 
to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth 
Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 on or before January 
22nd, 2024, and to file the 
original of the written 
defenses with the clerk 
of this court either before 
service or immediately 
thereafter. Failure to serve 
and file written defenses 
as required may result in a 
judgement or order for the 
relief demanded, without 
further notice.
Signed on this December 
15, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
as Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 21ST, 2023
Published: December 21, 
2023, December 28, 2023, 
January 4, 2024 and January 
11, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004652WS
DIVISION: G

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

William A. Legg, Mary 
E. Legg, The Recovery 

Agents, LLC and Shangri-
la Lane, Inc., Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION 
(formal notice by 

publication)
TO: William A. Legg
6151 Bermuda Drive
Fleming Island, FL 32003
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 

to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth 
Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 
33542 on or before January 
29th, 2024, and to file the 
original of the written 
defenses with the clerk 
of this court either before 
service or immediately 
thereafter. Failure to serve 
and file written defenses 
as required may result in a 
judgement or order for the 
relief demanded, without 
further notice.
Signed on this December 
22, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
As Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 28TH, 2023
Published: December 28, 
2023, January 4, 2024, 
January 11, 2024 and 
January 18, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 

2023CA004828CWS
DIVISION: G

Nikki Alvarez-Sowles, 
as Pasco County Clerk & 

Comptroller, Plaintiff, 
vs. 

All Unknown Spouses, 
Heirs, Creditors, Devisees, 

Beneficiaries, Grantees, 
Assignees, Lienors, 

Trustees and All Other 
Parties Claiming an 

Interest By, Through, 
Under or Against the 

Estate of Tracye Hughes-
Carson a/k/a Tracey 
Tennant, Devlon E. 

Hughes and American 
Financial Recovery, LLC, 

Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION 

(formal notice by 
publication)

TO: Devlon E. Hughes
10617 Denton Avenue
Hudson, FL 34667
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a 
Complaint has been filed in 
this court. You are required 
to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, on 
petitioner’s attorney, whose 
name and address are: 
Nancy McClain Alfonso, 
Esquire, 38416 Fifth Avenue, 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 on or 
before JANUARY 29TH, 
2024, and to file the original 
of the written defenses 
with the clerk of this court 
either before service or 
immediately thereafter. 
Failure to serve and file 
written defenses as required 

may result in a judgement 
or order for the relief 
demanded, without further 
notice.
Signed on this December 
21, 2023.
Nikki Alvarez-Sowles 
Pasco County Clerk & 
Comptroller
Deputy Clerk
Haley Joyner
as Deputy Clerk
First publication on 
DECEMBER 28TH, 2023
Published: December 28, 
2023, January 4, 2024, 
January 11, 2024 and 
January 18, 2024.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR PASCO COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ELAINE M. VERWIEBE,

Deceased
FILE NO. 

512023CP001964CPAXES
DIVISION: X

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
     The administration of 
the estate of ELAINE M. 
VERWIEBE, deceased, 
whose date of death was 
July 23, 2023, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for Pasco 
County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of 
which is Robert D. Sumner 
Judicial Center, 38053 Live 
Oak Avenue, Dade City, 
FL. 33523. The names and 
addresses of the personal 
representative and the 
personal representative’s 
attorney are set forth below.
  All creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice 
is required to be served 
must file their claims with 
this court ON OR BEFORE 
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
     All other creditors of the 
decedent and other persons 
having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN 
3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
   ALL CLAIMS NOT 
FILED WITHIN THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUTES 
SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED.
  NOTWITHSTANDING 
THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 
YEARS OR MORE AFTER 
THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.

  The date of first public-
ation of this notice is 
December 28, 2023.
Attorney for Personal 
Representative:
STEPHEN D. CARLE, 
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 
0213187
HODGES & CARLE, P.A.
38410 North Avenue
P.O. Box 548
Zephyrhills, Fl 33539-0548
Telephone: (813) 782-7196
Fax: (813) 782-1026
E-Mail: hodgescarle@
hotmail.com
Personal Representative:
MICHELLE MONSOUR 
CRUZ
165 E. Baffin Drive
Venice, FL 34293
Published: December 28, 
2023 and January 4, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

Notice is hereby given 
that DADE CITY SELF 
STORAGE located at 16031 
US Hwy 301, Dade City, 
FL 33523 intends to hold 
a sale to sell the property 
described below to enforce 
a lien under the Florida Self 
Storage Facility Act, Statues, 
section 83.801-83.809. The 
personal property may 
include but not limited 
to general household, 
office, personal property, 
furniture, boxes, clothes, 
and appliances. The auction 
will occur on January 16, 
2024 at 11:00 a.m. The 
auction will be held online 
at www.storagetreasures.
com.
The following units are 
delinquent in rents and fees: 
Unit W2003 – PATRICIA 
A. JONES, 7921 HALSLEY 
DR., PORT RICHEY, FL, 
34668, Misc. items
Unit W1109 - RICHARD 
A. DEXTER, 8601 OLIVER 
RD., ZEPHYRHILLS, FL, 
33540, Misc. items
Unit 632 - CRYSTAL 
HORAN, 5438 16TH ST., 
ZEPHYRHILLS, FL, 33542, 
Misc. items
Unit 106 - GARRY R. 
GRESHAM, P.O. BOX  
8798, TAMPA, FL, 33674, 
Misc. items
Unit 407 - PATIENT 
ID7090234, ONE CALL 
CARE MANAGEMENT, 
P.O. BOX 14767, 
LEXINGTON, KY, 40512, 
Misc. items
Unit 142 - ROBERT 
VIGILANTE, 34 
ROSECLIFF ST., 
ROSLINDALE, MA, 02131, 
Misc. items
Published: December 28, 
2023 and January 4, 2024.

L E G A L S

VIEW LEGALS ONLINE AT thezephyrhillsnewsonline.com 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

LEGAL ADS IN THE ZEPHYRHILLS NEWS, 
CALL (813) 782-1558

Domestic battery by 
strangulation

A 25-year-old New York man was arrested 
Dec. 4 at 4843 6th St. after he allegedly knocked 
on a door of a woman holding an injunction of 
protection against him. He entered without per-
mission and blocked her nose and mouth with 
his hand.

Arrested was Elijah Antonio Agosto; no ad-
dress listed.
  Agosto was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department.

Retail theft
A 30-year-old Ridge Manor man was ar-

rested Dec. 5 at Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd., after 
he allegedly failed to scan 10 items valued at 
$165.29.

Arrested was Jeffrey Eugene Hedgepeth, II 
of 6183 Fairway Dr.
  Hedgepeth II was processed by the Zephyr-
hills Police Department and given a notice to 
appear.

Retail theft
A 33-year-old Dade City woman was ar-

rested Dec. 5 at Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd., after 
she allegedly failed to scan 83 items valued at 
$1,095.00.

Arrested was Brittany Rose Panagiotis of 
5114 Strickland Trail.
  Panagiotis was processed by the Zephyr-
hills Police Department and transported to the 

Pasco County Jail.

Retail theft
A 42-year-old Zephyrhills woman was ar-

rested Dec. 6 at Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd.,  after 
she allegedly took 14 items valued at $110.79.

Arrested was Morgan Lee Cudo of 5854 
Plaze View.
  Cudo was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and given a notice to appear.

Trespass after warning
A 42-year-old Zephyrhills woman was ar-

rested Dec. 8 at Coin Laundry, 5951 Gall Blvd., 
after she allegedly returned to the property after 
receiving a trespass warning on Dec. 8.

Arrested was Misty Marie Currington of 
37535 8th Ave.
  Currington was processed by the Zephyr-
hills Police Department and released.

Domestic battery 
A 34-year-old Florida man was arrested 

Dec. 9 at Shell-Myra Mart, 6512 Gall Blvd., after 
he allegedly struck and scratched a woman. A 
check allegedly revealed four prior convictions 
on July 25, 2017, March 29, 2019, March 11, 2020 
and Aug. 31, 2023. 

Arrested was Mychael Xavier Floyd; no ad-
dress listed.
  Floyd was processed by the Zephyrhills Po-
lice Department.

CRIME REPORTS
Retail theft

An 18-year-old Zephyrhills woman was ar-
rested Dec. 9 at Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd., after 
she allegedly took 53 items valued at $596.31.

Arrested was Marianne Elizabeth Brackin 
of 2312 Underwood Lane.
  Brackin was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and given a notice to appear.

Domestic battery 
A 35-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-

ed Dec. 10 at his home after he allegedly struck 
a man in the mouth. 

Arrested was Darnell Jamal Davis of 39432 
Lincoln Ave.
  Davis was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Resisting arrest without 
violence

A 45-year-old Zephyrhills woman was ar-
rested Dec. 11 at Daughtery Road and Gall Bou-
levard after a traffic stop, for utilizing and inhal-
ant canister, she struck five vehicles, and tried to 
flee the scene but her vehicle became disabled.

Arrested was Erica Lynn Hunter of 4508 
Ryals Rd.
  Hunter was taken to AdventHealth 
Zephyrhills for medical clearance, processed by 
the Zephyrhills Police Department and trans-
ported to the Pasco County Jail.

Active warrant
A 35-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-

ed Dec. 12 at Airport Road and Kennedy Ave-
nue after a check allegedly revealed a warrant 
out of Hillsborough County for violation of pro-
bation on a driving under the influence charge.
  Arrested was Anthony Fitzgerald Turner of 
5347 Satsuma Dr.

Turner was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Possession of 
methamphetamine

A 48-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-
ed Dec. 12 at 20th Street and 6th Avenue, after 
a traffic stop, for a stop sign violation, alleged-
ly revealed 10.2 grams of methamphetamine, 
6 grams of marijuana, a THC vape cartridge, a 
glass pipe, which tested positive for metham-
phetamine.

Arrested was Jerome Thornton Mosley of 
39119 Dungan Dr.
  Mosley was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Lewd and lascivious 
molestation

A 24-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-
ed Dec. 12 at 29910 S.R. 56 in Wesley Chapel 
after he allegedly behaved inappropriately to-
wards his brother’s fiancé and touched her in-
appropriately.
  Arrested was Justin Brent Cooksey of 36103 
Aulbach Lane.

Cooksey was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department.

Active warrant
A 43-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-

ed Dec. 13 at 37900 14th Ave. after a traffic stop, 
for an expired decal, allegedly revealed a war-
rant out of Pasco County for failure to appear on 
a driving under the influence charge.
  Arrested was Perry Charles Beasley of 5802 
18th St.

Beasley was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Active warrants
A 33-year-old Zephyrhills woman was ar-

rested Dec. 15 at T.J. Maxx, 7326 Gall Blvd. after 
a traffic stop allegedly revealed two warrants 
out of Polk County for a grand theft charge and 
a criminal use personal ID charge.
  Arrested was Jasmine Elaine Merritt of 
5444 Airport Rd.

Merritt was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department and transported to the Pasco 
County Jail.

Domestic battery 
A 30-year-old Zephyrhills man was arrest-

ed Dec. 16 at his home after he allegedly pushed 
a woman off the front steps. An inspection of 
the living room allegedly revealed a handgun 
and a rifle.  A check allegedly revealed he is a 
convicted felony as of June 23, 2014.

Arrested was Michael Edwin Owens Jr. of 
38401 South Ave.
  Owens Jr. was processed by the Zephyrhills 
Police Department.

Possession of 
methamphetamine

A 36-year-old Florida man was arrested 
Dec. 17 at Walgreens, 6429 Gall Blvd., after a call 
for a retail theft complaint allegedly revealed 1.2 
grams of methamphetamine and a glass pipe. 

Arrested was Robert Michael Burk; no ad-
dress listed.
  Burk was taken to AdventHealth Zephyr-
hills for medical clearance, processed by the 
Zephyrhills Police Department and transported 
to the Pasco County Jail.

Call (813) 713-6195

SEAMSTRESS WANTED
• Experience preferred • Great working environment

• Great work hours • Some benefits available

Please apply to: Sunrise MFG
4035 Correia Dr., Zephyrhills, FL 33542

(813) 788-1910 • (813) 788-2799
Email: nina@skydivewings.com

55+ COMEDIAN
Still just $10 per person 

or $21 per couple.
TO BOOK A SHOW, CALL
315-777-3058
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Tax collector offices will 
feature The Runaways 
Animal Rescue as the 
Charity-of-the Month
The Runaways Animal Rescue is a non-

profit organization whose motto is “Big or small 
we save them all.” The purpose of the program 
is to rescue lost and runaway animals, address 
their medical needs, including spay and neuter 
procedures if required. Once they are healthy 
and prepared for adoption, this no-kill shelter 
will keep animals for as long as needed. Over 
3,000 animals have been rescued by The Run-
aways Animal Rescue since its founding in 2020.

“We cannot thank the Pasco County Tax 
Collector enough for allowing us to be the char-
ity of the month for January,” said Danielle Gi-
roux, president and founder of The Runaways 
Animal Rescue. “This fundraising opportuni-
ty came at a time when our shelter and the ani-
mals in it needed it the most. Your support for 
our mission to save the most vulnerable animals 
within our community means so much to not 
only us, but to the almost 300 animals currently 
in our care. Because of your generosity we can 
continue to change the lives of animals in Pasco 
County for many years to come. You make this 
lifesaving work that we do possible.”

“The welfare of stray animals has always 
been a big priority of our office,” said Pas-
co County Tax Collector Mike Fasano. “It is 
wonderful when newer organizations such as 
The Runaways Animal Rescue jump in to help 
serve a part of our community that at times is 
overwhelmed. I applaud Danielle Giroux and 
her volunteers for the dedication they have 
shown to the rescues under their care. Meet-
ing their medical needs, keeping them well fed 
and cared for is the priority, all with the goal 
of adopting them out to good, caring families. 
Please consider donating during the month of 
January to help this fine organization succeed in 

its mission.”
Donations can be made at any of the five 

tax collector locations in Pasco County. For those 
who would like to give online, the tax collector 
office’s charitable giving arm Pasco TC Gives 
has a webpage through which donations for 
The Runaways Animal Rescue (Charity of the 
Month) can be made:  https://www.govhub.
com/fl-pasco/tc-gives/donate. 

For more details regarding this promotion 
or services provided by the Pasco County Tax 
Collector’s Office  contact Greg Giordano, assis-
tant tax collector at (727) 847-8179 or visit www.
pascotaxes.com. For more information about 
The Runaways Animal Rescue  visit https://
www.runawaysanimalrescue.org/ or contact 
Danielle Giroux, president and founder at (727) 
753-8244.

Pasco County offices 
to close for New Year’s

Some Pasco County Board of Commission-
ers (BCC) offices will be closed Dec. 29  and Jan. 
1, 2024, in observance of New Year’s.

Pasco County Parks, Recreation, and Nat-
ural Resources’ offices, recreation complexes 
and community centers will be closed; however, 
parks and beaches will remain open to the pub-
lic from dawn to dusk.

Pasco County Public Transportation (Go-
Pasco) will provide regular transportation ser-
vices (fixed-route and paratransit) Dec. 29; how-
ever, GoPasco administrative offices will be 
closed. GoPasco transportation services and of-
fices will be closed Jan. 1, 2024.

All Pasco County libraries will be closed 
Dec. 29 through Jan. 1, 2024.

Pasco County Animal Services Administra-
tion Office, Adoption Center, Intake/Reclaim 
Shelter and Field Services will be closed. An an-
imal control officer will be available for emer-
gencies only. The Adoption Center will be open 
briefly Dec. 30, from 12-6:30 p.m.

The Pasco County Resource Recovery Fa-
cility, West Pasco Class III and the East Pasco 
Transfer Station will be closed to the public and 
Pasco County licensed haulers.

BCC government offices will reopen Janu-
ary 2, 2024.

SWFWMD declares 
water shortage order
Southwest Florida Water Management Dis-

trict (SWFWMD) has declared a Phase I Water 
Shortage Order because of prolonged drought 
conditions. The order includes water use restric-
tions that started Dec. 1, 2023, and residents can 
now water their lawns a maximum of one day a 
week. The water use restrictions are for all water 
users in Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas coun-
ties. 

This order takes the place of Homeown-
ers Association (HOA) enforcement activities 
through the end of February to reduce unnec-
essary exterior water usage as stated in SWF-
WMD’s order, 40D-21.631(7)(g), which includes 
requiring replacement of plant material to meet 
aesthetic standards. There are no exemptions 
from this order for the use of alternative irriga-
tion water sources, including for those with Al-
ternative Irrigation Water Source Registration. 

The new watering restrictions do not ap-
ply to residents who have reclaimed water. Res-
idents can water their lawns either before 8 a.m. 
or after 6 p.m. on their allowable day: 

Addresses ending in 0 or 1 can only water 
on Mondays. 

Addresses ending with a 2 or 3 on Tues-
days. 

Addresses ending with a 4 or 5 on Wednes-
days. 

Addresses ending with a 6 or 7 on Thurs-
days. 

Addresses ending with an 8 or 9 and com-
mon areas with or without street addresses, lo-
cations with no addresses, and locations with 
mixed addresses (such as office complexes and 
shopping centers) on Fridays. 
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primarily around four local schools — Zephyrhills High and Stewart Mid-
dle, along with Woodland Elementary and West Zephyrhills Elementary.

   “It’s for safer routes to schools for 
the kids,” said LeBlanc, noting that 
the project has been ongoing since 
the summer of 2023 and is about a 
year out from completion.
  Aside from the Hercules and 
sidewalk plans other projects are in 
the works in the fast-growing city 
and surrounding areas of east Pasco 
County.
  Expansion of a section of the 
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport, up-
grades on the city’s wastewater sys-
tem and a redesign of the city’s yard 
for public works utilities out by the 
airport are also under way.
  “When pilots land they’ll have 
a new building to go to,” Poe said, 
adding that pavement will be added 
to the area for small planes.
  As for the wastewater plans, 
which amount to nearly $6 million, 
Poe described it as “the non-sexy 
project. No one sees it but it needs 
(upgrades and improvements).”
   Down the line will be a redesign 
of Zephyr Park with that project be-
ginning sometime in late 2024 or 
early 2025, Poe said.
  One project that recently cele-
brated its third anniversary is the 
Sarah Vande Berg Tennis Center. In 
November, that facility hosted the 
pickleball portion of the Florida Se-
nior Games for the second straight 
year. Tourneys and clinics for other 
sports like tennis and padel also take 
place at the center, named after the 
late Zephyrhills High standout ten-
nis player.
  “They’re doing what they said 
it was designed to do,” Poe said of 
founders and workers at the tennis 
center off  Simons Road, adjacent 
to the Silverado Golf and Country 
Club. “They’re bringing people in 
and that’s bringing additional dol-
lars into the community.”

➤ CITY PROJECTS: From Page 1

Left: People flocked to 
the Sarah Vande Berg 
Tennis Center for its 
third-year anniversary 
this fall.

Right: Plans 
for the park 
are mapped 

out with the 
project already 

under way. 
The park is 
adjacent to 
Zephyrhills 

High and 
Woodland 

Elementary.

Above: Local dignitaries, along with city and county officials, dig in with shovels to turn over the first scoops 
of dirt for the long-awaited Hercules Park project.

ZEPHYRHILLS DADE CITY
4441 Allen Road 15229 U.S. Hwy. 301
(813) 782-5013 (352) 567-7678
M-F 8am-5pm; Sat 8am-noon M-F 9am-4pm

MORE CONTROL, MORE EFFICIENCY, MORE COMFORT.

SAVE UP TO $1,450*

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
www.bahrspropanegasandac.com

The New Daikin FIT Heat Pump.
Fits Your Space, Your Budget, and Your Life.

FREE Extended Labor Warranties available on
New Quali�ed High E�ciency A/C Units

Lic. CAC043948

Family Owned & Operated 
Lenny Bahr & Kevin Bahr®

TOTAL COUPON DISCOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $200

$1.00 OFF
20 or 30 lb. Cylinder Installation

Present coupon.  Expires 1-31-24.  ZNEWS

$5.00 OFF
29-Point A/C Maintenance Check

Present coupon.  Expires 1-31-24.  ZNEWS

$100.00 OFF
on any Central A/C Installation

Present coupon.  Expires 1-31-24.  ZNEWS

$10.00 OFF
a Service Call

Present coupon.  Expires 1-31-24.  ZNEWS
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Above: A map details plans for the new building and extension 
at the Zephyrhills Municipal Airport.
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“Barbie” (PG-13) -- The 
highest-grossing film of 
2023, clocking in at $1.4 
billion, is finally out on 
streaming! Margot Rob-
bie stars as the titular 
character in director 
Greta Gerwig’s fourth 
feature film, opposite a 
very sassy Ryan Gosling 
as none other than Ken. 
The film follows Barbie 
in Barbieland as she ex-
periences an existential 
crisis after waking up 
one day and no longer 
being “stereotypically 
perfect.” With the help 
of Ken, Barbie travels to 
the real world in an at-
tempt to find the child 
who’s playing with her 
-- her “owner,” if you 
will -- so that she can 
return to her perfectly 
pink life. So far, its di-
rector, lead actress and 
supporting actor are all 
nominated for Golden 
Globes, and the film it-
self is nominated in the 
Best Motion Picture and 
Cinematic and Box Of-
fice Achievement cate-
gories. With the cultur-
al movement that “Bar-
bie” became this sum-
mer, the last nomina-
tion should be theirs for 
the taking! (Max)

“Saltburn” (R) -- “The 
Banshees of Inisherin” 
star Barry Keoghan 
jumps into the role of 
Oliver Quick, a misun-
derstood, straight-edge 
student at Oxford Uni-
versity who struggles 
to fit in with his class-
mates. After a coinci-
dental meeting with a 
popular student named 
Felix (Jacob Elordi), Oli-
ver becomes fast friends 
with Felix and even-
tually gets invited to 
spend the summer at 
Felix’s family estate, 
called Saltburn. The es-
tate is buzzing with bi-
zarre characters who fil-
ter in and out of the lav-

ish property, including 
fellow Oxford student 
Farleigh (Archie Made-
kwe) and family friend 
Pamela (Carey Mulli-
gan). As the summer 
comes to an end, Oli-
ver realizes that the life 
he enjoyed at Saltburn 
is the only life he wants 
to live. Out now, this 
psychological thriller is 
director Emerald Fen-
nell’s sophomore film, 
her debut being “Prom-
ising Young Woman,” 
which also features 
Mulligan. (Prime Vid-
eo)

“Beau Is Afraid” (R) 
-- Directed by Ari As-
ter (“Midsommar”), 
this film features Oscar 
winner Joaquin Phoe-
nix -- and got Phoe-
nix his seventh Gold-
en Globe nomination. 
He plays Beau, the son 
of a wealthy business-
woman named Mona, 
who grew up to become 
a very anxious, acci-
dent-prone adult. Beau 
receives news that his 
mother died in an ac-
cident as he was on his 
way to visit her, and as 
if his astronomically 
bad luck couldn’t pos-
sibly get worse, he gets 
into an accident himself 
after hearing the news. 
While the date of his 
mother’s funeral looms 
closer, all of his plans 
to get there goes awry, 
and Beau surrenders to 
a series of trippy expe-
riences that push him 
to let out the grief and 
guilt surrounding him. 
With an ensemble cast 
of Patti LuPone, Nathan 
Lane, Michael Gandol-
fini and more, this sur-
realist horror film is out 
now, after a disappoint-
ing box-office release. 
(Paramount+)

HOLLYWOOD -- Sir Mi-
chael Caine, who has 
now officially retired at 90 
(his last film being “The 
Great Escaper” with the 
late Glenda Jackson), con-
firmed to the BBC: “I keep 
saying I’m going to retire. 
Well, I am now. I figured 
I’ve had a picture where 
I’ve played the lead and 
got incredible reviews.”

He continued, “The only 
parts I’m liable to get now 
are 90-year-old men. Or 
maybe 85. I thought, well, 
I might as well leave with 
all this. What have I got to 
do to beat this?” After over 
160 films, he deserves to 
enjoy the fruits of his labor!

Bryan Cranston has also 
announced that he will be 
taking a hiatus from acting 
in 2026, stating: “It’s not 
going to be like, ‘Oh, I’ll 
read and see what I’m go-
ing to do.’ No, it’s a pause. 
It’s a stop. I won’t be think-
ing about [work]. I’m not 
going to be taking phone 
calls.” He plans to live in 
France with his wife in a 
small village and pursue 
gardening.

Cranston, who at 67 has 
been in 67 films and 96 
TV episodes, will be seen 
in the Apple TV+ three-
film franchise “Argylle,” 
with Henry Cavill, Bryce 
Dallas Howard, Catherine 
O’Hara, Ariana DeBose, 
John Cena and Samuel L. 
Jackson, due Feb. 2, 2024. 
In addition, Cranston is 
currently completing “Ev-
erything’s Going to Be 
Great,” with Allison Jan-
ney, Simon Rex and Chris 
Cooper.

But the real shocker is 
that Nicolas Cage is the 
actor who truly plans to 
call it quits! He revealed, 
“I may have three or four 
more movies left in me. I 
thought, ‘Okay, my dad 
died at 75. I’m going to be 
turning 60. If I’m lucky, 
I have maybe a good 15 
years and hopefully more.’ 
... It occured very clearly 
to me that I want to spend 
time with my family.”

Cage has two sons -- 
Weston (32) and Kal-El (18, 
named after Superman). 
With wife Riko Shibata, he 
also has a daughter, Au-
gust Francesca, born last 
year. Among his five wives 
were Patricia Arquette and 
Lisa Marie Presley. He’s 
also the nephew of Francis 
Ford Coppola.

Cage’s most memorable 
films were “The Rock” 
(1996); “Con Air” (1997); 
“Face/Off” (1997); “City 
of Angels” (1998); the “Na-
tional Treasure” franchise 
(2004-07); the “Ghost Rid-
er” films (2007-11) and 
over 100 more films. Cage 
was nominated twice for 
an Oscar, winning Best Ac-
tor for “Leaving Las Ve-
gas” (1995) and nabbing 
a nomination for “Adap-
tion” (2002), opposite Mer-
yl Streep and Chris Cooper 
(who won for Best Sup-
porting Actor).

Cage’s upcoming film re-
leases are: the horror thrill-
er “Long Legs,” with Ali-
cia Witt and Blair Under-
wood; the action-horror 
film “Arcadian,” opposite 
20-year-old Jaeden Mar-
tell and 18-year-old Max-
well Jenkins; and the Aus-
tralian-Irish psychological 
thriller “The Surfer.” When 
your next three upcoming 
films are described as “ac-
tion, horror and thriller,” 
maybe it’s time to break 
out of the “Cage” and do a 
rom-com or musical! Mer-
ry Christmas, everyone!

Nicolas Cage 
(Upcoming in 
“Long Legs”)
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TELEVISION:
Which 1990s TV 
show catapulted 
actor George 
Clooney to fame?

LITERATURE:
In “�e Night 
Before Christmas” 
poem, how many 
reindeer does Santa 
Claus have?

MOVIES:
Which department 
store is featured in 
the 1947 holiday 
�lm, “Miracle on 
34th Street”?

LAST WEEKS
ANSWERS

TELEVISION:
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Charles Dickens

MOVIES:
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 SOS: HOW TO
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 THE ROOKIE
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 M FAMILY
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 POPSTAR
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 TWO MEN
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 SEAL TEAM
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 WOMAN OF  
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 TOP 10
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 GONE VIRAL
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 M FAMILY
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 BIG BANG
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 MOM
 MOM
 LAST MAN
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 GOOD DOCTOR
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 SCOOBYDOO

 THE CHOSEN  
  

 NEWS
 SEINFELD
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 COUNTRY FIX

Barry Keoghan, left, and Archie 
Madekwe star in “Saltburn.”
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We are community minded, community driven… covering local news, government, schools, police logs, and events.

We feature advertising from local businesses ready to serve your needs. People who are eager to build trusted, 
personalized relationships that will exceed your expectations – but not your budgets. 

Delivered by the U.S. Postal Service every Thursday or available online at thezephyrhillsnewsonline.com.
Whether you’re in need of community connection or advertising solutions, we’re eager to provide.

...your local source since 1911

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Newspapers 
continue to be the long-established,
trusted communications source.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION $25.00 
2-YEARS $40.00  (SAVE 20%)
Inside Pasco County. (Outside Pasco $40.00/yr)

38333 5th Avenue, Zephyrhills, FL 333542
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

CALL 813-782-1558
To order by mail:

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: _____________________________________________ Zip code: ______________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________  Please include your check or money order for $25.00 for one year or $40.00 for two years.
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