One of the later waves
takes off from the
starting line during the
Santa Run.
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FHZ kicks off 34th annual
Christmas tree lighting
Community
Calendar

BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter

AdventHealth Zephyrhills, reﬂecting the faith-based
care the hospitals provide.
The tree-lighting celebration was faith-based as
well, posting Richland Baptist Church Pastor Mark
Warren as master of ceremonies, having Andres E.
Sequera, lead chaplin at Florida Hospital Dade City
provide the invocation, lead pastor at East Pasco Seventh-day Adventist Church of Zephyrhills Ray Pichette deliver a special message and Florida Hospital
Dade City and Florida Hospital Zephyrhills Director
of Mission and Ministry Doug Higgins deliver a benediction.
It wasn’t all solemnity. A stirring rendition of the
national anthem, performed by JudyAnne Jackson,

It does not matter who the secret Santa is. What
is most important is that area seniors get a Christmas gift and some companionship thanks to the
generosity of people contributing to the Be a Santa
to a Senior program.
Susan Blackwell, assistant district manager for
Bon Worth Women’s Clothing in Zephyrhills, one
of several places throughout east and central Pasco with giving collection trees, is overjoyed to have
taken part in the program for the past three years.
“I don’t like to think of people being alone on
Christmas,” she said. “This makes you feel like
somebody who might be forgotten won’t be.”
A valid point indeed with Zephyrhills resident
Alison Werther, who has given to the program for
the past three years, expressing a similar sentiment.
“You feel sorry for a poor old lady with nothing,” Werther noted. “It gives them something to
open Christmas morning. I think that’s what it’s all
about, isn’t it? It makes you feel good.”
“They do love it,” said Marcee Riddle, activities
director at Rosecastle, one of several assisted living facility’s taking part in the program. “We have
some that don’t have any family.”
Riddle and the staﬀ at Rosecastle select the recipients for the program, which usually numbers
about two dozen residents. Gifts have included

➤FHZ TREE LIGHTING: See Page 9A

➤SENIOR GIFTS: See Page 8A

Members of Entertainment Revue of Tampa put on a festive performance of multiple Christmas favorites.

Tis the season for cooler
weather, as is usually
the case this time of year.
Daytime temperatures
should be mostly in the
60s and 70s. Evening
temperatures are predicted
to range from the 60s
to 40s, as low as 39 this
coming Tuesday.
➤ 3A

Sports

Bulldogs are runnersup in girls weightlifting
tournament at Leesburg
The Zephyrhills girls
weightlifting team takes
second place in Leesburg
Liftsgiving Invitational.

Zephyrhills beats Pasco
in girls basketball game
The Bulldogs got the
upper hand with a win in
the ﬁrst of two games this
season against the Pirates.
Mud Endeavor season
ends with Santa Run
The challenging Mud
Run season concludes
with a festive Santa Run
featuring some crazy
outﬁts.

➤ 1B

Secret Santa
program
benefits area’s
seniors
Be a Santa to a Senior has
contribution and distribution outlets
throughout east and central Pasco

The weekend of festivities
include two Christmas
events. The Magical Night
Christmas Parade is Dec.
7 in downtown Dade City.
On the following night,
downtown Zephyrhills
hosts the Festival of Lights.
➤ 2A

Weather
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The event drew hundreds of spectators
that took in a packed program
highlighted by a ﬁreworks show
BY ANDY WARRENER
News Reporter

The Christmas tree lighting celebration continues
to thrive as it graces the lawn in front of Florida Hospital of Zephyrhills. Back in April, Adventist Health
acquired Dade City Hospital and renamed it Florida Hospital Dade City. By Jan. 2, both hospitals will
oﬃcially be renamed AdventHealth Dade City and

ANDY WARRENER

Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day
brings out veterans
Zephyrhills Museum of Military History
hosts commemorative event
BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter

A visit to the southwest corner of the Zephyrhills Municipal Airport last Saturday harkened back to a time that
changed world history and honored Americans that some refer to as the greatest generation.
The 10th Annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, complete with reenactors and World War II veterans, came a
month after the nation recognized another day in military

➤PEARL HARBOR: See Page 4A Pilot Mark Aragon talks with reenactors from inside a C-47 bomber during last Saturday’s event at the museum.

STEVE LEE

From Headaches to Injuries and Everything In-between
ZEPHYRHILLS CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Is the Solution You Need
Chiropractic Services
• Headaches
• Carpal Tunnel
• Work Injuries
• Sport Injuries
• Joint Disorders
• Arm & Leg Pain
• Back & Neck Pain

Physical Therapy
Needleless Acupuncture
On Site X-Ray
Bioenergetics Homeopathy
Acupuncture Physician
Auto Injuries (Whiplash)
• Work Injuries • Sport Injuries

Dr. George A. Forster, DC AP
“37 Years of Clinical Experience”
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Residents at Grand
Horizons recognize
Veterans Day

PG

Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, 7, 9:45
Sun. - Thurs. 1, 4, 7
CINEMA 2 PG13

Fri. & Sat. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 9:45
Sun. - Thurs. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
CINEMA 3 PG13

INSTANT FAMILY

Fri. & Sat. 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10
Sun. - Thurs. 1:30, 4:30, 7:30
CINEMA 4 PG

GRINCH

Fri. & Sat. 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 9:45
Sun. - Thurs. 1:45, 4:45, 7:45
CINEMA 5 R

POSSESSION OF
HANNAH GRACE
Fri. & Sat. 1, 4, 7, 9:45
Sun. - Thurs. 1, 4, 7

PG13

FASTASTIC BEASTS

BY HELENE RUBENSTEIN

Fri. & Sat. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10
Sun. - Thurs. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
CINEMA 7 PG13

The monthly lunch connoisseurs met at Texas Roadhouse
on Nov. 9. There were approximately 45-50 residents and friends
who had a lovely experience. The luncheon was hosted by Sandy
Lindke and she did a wonderful job.
Fri. & Sat. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10
If you haven’t been there before, let me tell you that it is a
Sun. - Thurs. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
fun place to get a great meal. You come inside the restaurant and
CINEMA 8 PG13
a huge jukebox is there to greet you and you can play a song or
two on it. The music ﬂows through the restaurant.
You are then seated and every table gets a bucket full of peanuts along with some rolls and butter. The menu is varied as
they have many dishes including chicken, ribs, steaks, and so
Fri. & Sat. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10
Sun. - Thurs. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
much more. They have appetizers that include onion rings, fried
pickles, potato skins and rattle snake bites. They also have a side
CINEMA 9 PG
order of ribs in case you just want to try them but not get a full
portion. When you leave there, you are guaranteed not to go
Fri. & Sat. 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 9:45
home hungry.
Sun. - Thurs. 1:45, 4:45, 7:45
Approximately 90 residents gathered at the community center for an egg n’ bag on Nov. 10. If you have never been to an
CINEMA 10 R
egg n’ bag, let me explain it to you. It is a very diﬀerent way
to serve an omelet. People pick their own ingredients from an
Fri. & Sat. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10
assortment including bacon, ham, cheese, onions, mushrooms,
Sun. - Thurs. 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
green peppers and Jalapeno peppers. Besides the omelet, there
are hash-brown potatoes, sausage gravy and biscuits, plus coﬀee
and orange juice.
This event was hosted by
Rita Gattos plus many helpers,
including Joyce Billig; Marc
and Susan Gagnon; Ron and
Rachel Gamache; Jim and Judi
Leitzke; Sue Parker; Maureen
Stephans; Martha Stephens;
and Doris Sutﬁn.
4915 ALLEN RD.
After the egg n’ bag, veterans
were invited for free, (which
ZEPHYRHILLS
(Hillvest Shopping Center
was a nice touch), Leitzke preFREE NAIL
across from Big Lots)
sented a veteran tribute. SeverTRIMMING!
al more people joined this tribWalk-ins
(813) 395-6992
ute and there were between 90Welcome Before Noon!
100 people in attendance. The
tribute started when Sandy
Douglas read a poem entitled
“The Old Army Hat.” Flags
were brought forward to recognize and honor each individual
branch.
There are 126 veterans in
the Grand Horizon development and all were recognized
from the branch where they
served. Then the POW/MIA

ROBIN HOOD
BOHEMIAN
RHAPSODY

NUTCRACKER
WIDOWS

PET OF THE WEEK
FROM SHELLY AT

$5.00 OFF

Pet Parlor

SITTY PRETTYPebbles

DOG GROOM
Good for Thursdays or
Friday only.
*Mention this ad.

Magical Night Christmas Parade, Dec. 7, 7 p.m. in historic
downtown Dade City. Start the holiday season by attending the Christmas parade with family and friends. For more
information, call the Dade City Chamber of Commerce at
(352) 567-3769 or visit dadecitychamber.org.
Festival of Lights, Dec. 8, 4-9
p.m. in downtown Zephyrhills with live entertainment
and craft and food vendors.
Enjoy a spectacular parade
along Fifth Avenue in downtown Zephyrhills starting at
dusk. For more information,
call Main Street Zephyrhills
at (813) 780-1414.

CREED II

CINEMA 6

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Koedel

Here’s to more pep
in your step.

Country Christmas and Vintage Market, Dec. 8, 10 a.m.5 p.m. at the Pioneer Florida Museum, 15602 Pioneer Museum Rd. This is a great opportunity to visit the museum’s
charming history, do some holiday shopping with 90 plus
vendors and listen to some
Christmas music. Santa and
Mrs. Claus will be there to
entertain the children from
1-3 p.m., with a complimentary photo. For more information, visit www.pioneerﬂoridamuseum.org.

table was recoginized, when Leitzke gave a narration and Joy
Bond and Barbara Slade read the names of the army vets. Ginny
Sarver continued with the names of the Navy. Leitzke read the
list of the coast guard and Cindy O’Brien read the names of the
marines while Judi Leitzke ended the reading with the names of
the air force.
When you looked at this table, you remembered your friends
and loved ones. Jim Leitzke went on to read a letter from the
Honor Flight that have places to stay for family of veterans that
have to go in the hospital. Such places like the Fisher House and
several others in every state. Thanks to the vets who served and
gave us our freedoms. The tribute ended with everyone singing “God Bless America.”
There was a gathering at the community center on Nov.
11. This was in memory of friends and relatives who passed
away recently and stories were told. The gathering was hosted by Ron Gamache and he did a ﬁne job. Pictures of the ones
passed were on a screen.
There were over 90 people in the community center celebrating Thanksgiving Day on Nov. 22. The center was ﬁlled with
residents and friends talking amongst each other and having a
wonderful time. At this time, a fruit cup was placed in front of
each person attending.
Before the meal was served, Dave Heim said the grace while
we bowed our heads in silence. He did a ﬁne job. After the grace,
tables were called to get their meal which consisted of turkey
(white or dark meat), mashed potatoes, stuﬃng, green beans,
butternut squash, cranberry sauce, gravy, roll and butter. There
also was coﬀee and/or tea plus dessert which included apple
pie, pumpkin pie or vanilla cake.
There was enough food if anyone wanted seconds but most
people found one portion more than enough. The turkey was so
moist and the gravy was delicious. Everything was superb and
simply delightful. One thing was better than the next.
The dinner was hosted by Mary and Dave Heim, while
Andy Castonguay was teaching. Andy and his wife Margaret
had headed this for years and they had much experience that
they handed down to the Heims.
The elves that were helping out consisted of Paul and Norma Oi; Carol and Clayton George; Rosie Semian; Linda Rogers; Andy and Margaret Castonguay; and Dave and Mary
Heim. They made a great team. Everything ran so smoothly as
each person had a speciﬁc job and it was done to perfection. Pictures were taken. Our sincere thanks goes out to all who helped.

And award winning care to give you
more faith in your footing.

Shown are
several
groups
from Grand
Horizons who
showed up
for recent
luncheons.

PHOTOS BY HELENE RUBENSTEIN

The Cancer Support Group of Zephyrhills
Let Florida Hospital help you put
joint pain and stiffness in the past.
We’ll walk with you on the journey

To get your free orthopedic
care guide, visit
FloridaOrthoExperts.com

toward moving comfortably and
confidently once again.

Invites You To Their Annual

FloridaOrthoExperts.com
(813) 278-7969

CRAFTS, NOVELTIES
& BAKE SALE
Friday, December 7th
8:30am to noon

Florida Hospital
will soon be

All proceeds
will be
donated to
cancer patients.

In the front Lobby of
Florida Medical Clinic
(Highway 301 / Market Square) Zephyrhills

“Cancer Touches
Everyone”
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THURSDAY

68|46
Sunny
SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:07am
5:32pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

6:20am
5:23pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

7:17am
6:08pm

FRIDAY

74|54
Partly Cloudy
SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:07am
5:33pm

SATURDAY

78|63
Mostly Cloudy
SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:08am
5:33pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

8:11am
6:55pm

Tallahassee
55/35

Jacksonville
61/42

Pensacola
55/43
Panama City
55/39

Daytona Beach
65/51
Orlando
69/50

SUNDAY

77|56

Dade City 68/45

Thunderstorms
SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:09am
5:33pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

9:03am
7:45pm

Zephyrhills 68/46

MONDAY

63|41

Tampa 67/49

AM Clouds / PM Sun
SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

Fort Myers
73/53

7:09am
5:33pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

Vero Beach
72/57

St. Petersburg 67/55

9:50am
8:37pm

TUESDAY

61|39

Miami
74/65

Sunny

SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:10am
5:33pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

10:34am
9:29pm

WEDNESDAY

FIRST QTR. DEC. 15
FULL
DEC. 22
LAST QTR. DEC. 29

71|52

Key West
76/71

Shown
is Thursday’s
MOON
SET weather. Temperatures
are Thursday’s highs and Thursday night’s
NEW lows. DEC. 7
2:22AM
6:50AM
12:50PM
4:36AM

Sunny

SUNRISE:
SUNSET:

7:11am
5:34pm

MOONRISE:
MOONSET:

11:14am
10:22pm

YOUR HEART
CAN’T WAIT.
CALL US

TODAY

VLADIMIR CURKOVIC, MD, FACC

ANDREA TORDINI, MD

American Board of Internal Medicine
Cardiovascular Diseases

American Board of Internal Medicine
Cardiovascular Disease
National Board of Echocardiography

IMRAN ISMAIL, DO
American Board of Internal Medicine
Cardiology & Interventional Cardiology

CORONARY AND PERIPHERAL VASCULAR DISEASE CLINIC
ARRHYTHMIA & RHYTHM DISORDERS PROGRAM
•
•
•
•
•

Chest Pain
Irregular Heart Beat
Electrophysiology
Palpitations
Heart Valve Problems

•
•
•
•
•

Atrial Fibrillation
Pacemakers & Defibrillators
Cholesterol Problems
Dizziness
Same Day Appointments

Our non-invasive diagnostic laboratories have been accredited by ICANL and ICAEL.

Cardiology

813.788.5575
38135 Market Square
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
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Right: Reenactor Chris Heesch
shakes hands with one of a
handful of World War II veterans
during Saturday’s event.
Below: Reenactors man tables in
front of a tent they pitched.

Above: Several reenactment U.S. soldiers made
the rounds to chat with Laura Franco, shown in a
dress and hairstyle from that era.

➤PEARL HARBOR: From Page 1A
history. Armistice Day, signifying the end of
World War I, was celebrated in early November.
“If it wasn’t for these guys in World War II
the world would’ve been totally diﬀerent, not
just the United States but the world,” said Cliﬀ
Moﬀett, president of the Zephyrhills Museum
of Military History.
Added John Bolender, a museum

volunteer,
“I
think
that
generation was pretty selﬂess; they had a big
duty to country. I try to thank them for their
service. When they come out to events like this
I hope they have pleasant memories.”
Among a handful of World War II veterans
in attendance were two survivors of the Pearl

Wake Up Feeling Merry
& Bright!
Whatever your personal taste -from
contemporary to transitional, we
can help you capture the drama
and mood of the sea and create
your own sea-inspired escape.

MUST HAVE
ACCENTS

Coastal Furniture & Mattress
Family Owned & Operated

Our furniture oﬀers beautiful
grain-baring ﬁnishes with the
perfect balance between the
breezy simplicity of shore life and
the understated elegance of a ﬁve
star hotel.

Visit our showroom today for great
selections for every room… living,
dining, bedroom, patio, coastal décor,
beach house pillows, lighting, wall
décor, area rugs and accents!

813-395-5920

4904 ALLEN RD., ZEPHYRHILLS (NEXT TO BIG LOTS, OFF S.R. 54 WEST)

Above: A C53 Bomber has been restored and is permantently stationed behind the old barracks building
at the Zephyrhills Museum of Military History.
Harbor attack by the Japanese on the U.S. Pacific Fleet in Hawaii. Dec. 7, 1941 lives in infamy
and Moﬀett ensured that survivors Charles McClelland and Cecil “Wig” Wigmore would be
honored by sharing their stories. A third, Earl
Ingram, was hurt and did not show up.
Moﬀett recollected how McClelland suffered a broken leg during the ﬁrst wave of the
aerial assault yet still managed to perform his
duty by raising the American ﬂag on a pole.
The 95-year-old also survived the sinking of a
ship.
Wigmore, 97, saw enemy planes ﬂying
overhead as he went to breakfast on that fateful
morning and got to headquarters in the mountains to man the phones and assist with communications.
Saturday’s commemoration also featured
a display of military vehicles, a weapons demonstration and three military aircraft from days
gone by. A C-47B aircraft, aptly named “Hit or
Miss” for its elusive tactics during World War
II, is being restored and prepared for an intercontinental mission. Other aircraft included a
C45 and C53, the latter of which is stationary.
Ed Franco, owner of Zephyrhills Turin Aviation who is restoring the C-47B, said 20 U.S.
based planes and 21 in Europe will take ﬂight
to follow the routes taken as part of the D-Day
Invasion. It is part of the 75th anniversary of the
1944 battle in Normandy, France.
“They’re wanting to get as many planes as
possible and drop as many troops on the beaches as possible,” Franco said.
The museum is built on grounds of what

once was an airﬁeld for U.S. Army Training
Corps in preparation for World War II. There
once were many barracks on site, but now only
the former inﬁrmary remains.
A stone at the foot of a ﬂagpole behind the
barracks building reads: In memory and thanks
for the service of the Tenth Fighter Squadron.
Jerry English, a reenactor who served in
the U.S. Army (1962-68), showed up as a proud
participant.
“It brings back a lot of memories,” he said.
“It just reminds me of how great the greatest
generation was and is.”
Chris Heesch, whose father Fred served in
the U.S. Navy during the Korean War, assisted
Moﬀett in raising the American ﬂag early in the
ceremony. He proudly dons a Navy uniform,
reasoning, “It’s not just my dad. My whole family was Navy (including a grandfather and uncle).”
Like the others, Heesch walked around
during the ceremony hugging and chatting
with the numerous veterans in attendance.
“I love them guys,” he said. “When they
recognize you and appreciate what you do and
throw their arms around you, that’s what it’s
all about. And the second-best thing is the children. They appreciate that legacy.”
Manny Maldonado, a 91-year-old who
was a paratrooper in World War II, was among
those who appreciated the ceremony.
“It made me feel good,” he said. “You get
people who recognize you and not everyone
does that.”
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St. Joseph Catholic Church, 5316 11th St.,
invites you to the Penance service, Dec. 12, 3
p.m.; Christmas Eve masses on Dec. 24, 4, 6 and
10 p.m.; and Christmas Day there are masses at
7, 9 and 11 a.m. For more information, call the
church at (813) 782-2813.
First Presbyterian Church of Zephyrhills,
5510 19th St., invites everyone to attend Sunday
worship service at 10 a.m. Communion is
observed the ﬁrst Sunday of the month. Sunday
school for adults is at 8:30 a.m. Children and
youth are dismissed to classes during the 10
a.m. worship service. A nursery is provided
during the service. In the fellowship hall after
worship will be time for conversation and a
light snack.
The annual Christmas Musical Cantata is
Dec. 9 at 4 p.m. For more information, call (813)
782-7412 or visit www.ﬁrstpcz.org.
First Baptist Church of Zephyrhills, 38231
Fifth Ave., invites you to Sunday services with
Pastor Rob McKinney.
The children ministry, TeamKid, is
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. with director, Lorraine
McKinney, and teachers, Carol Arnold and
Sarah Lutz.
The Sunday services are: Sunday school
for all ages, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:45
a.m.; evening service, 6 p.m.; and Wednesday
mid-week service, 6 p.m. Choir practice is at 6
p.m. For more information, call the church at
(813) 782-5574.
Dade City Grace Bible Church, 15000 U.S.
Hwy. 301, Dade City Business Center, Suite 403,
meets Sundays, 9:30 a.m. for fellowship and
refreshments followed by a service at 10 a.m.
There are adult and children classes Sunday
mornings.
Pastor Willard L. Sessoms teaches a live
chat-room Bible study through www.PalTalk.
com, Thursdays, 6:45 p.m. from the church. You
may register for this free study on-line through
PalTalk, and then open the chat room.
For more information, visit www.
BibleTruthForToday.com or call (352) 567-3955.
First Christian Church, 6040 8th St.,
invites you to Sunday worship service at 10
a.m. Communion is available to everyone.

CHURCH NEWS

There is an active women’s group.
For more information, call (813) 782-1071
or visit www.ﬁrstchristianzhills.org.

Atonement Lutheran Church, 29617
S.R. 54, Wesley Chapel invites you to Godify
Worship Service on Saturday at 5 p.m. and a
Sunday traditional worship service 10 a.m.
For more information, call (813) 973-2211.
Bible Missionary Church, 5521 23rd St.,
Sunday school begins at 9:45 a.m. followed by
a Sunday worship service at 10:45 a.m. and an
evening service, 6 p.m. There is a Wednesday
evening service at 6 p.m.
For more information, call (813) 782-8772.
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 5626 20th
St., invites you to Sunday worship service at
10 a.m. and Sunday school and Bible class at 9
a.m. There is a Saturday service at 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call (813) 782-1369.

at 6:45 p.m. for worship, Bible study and
communion. Nursery and kids programs are
available.
High and middle school students
are invited Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. for
P.O.W.E.R. Currently the youth are studying
the book of Genesis. For more information, visit
www.thechurchatchanceyroad.com.
First United Methodist Church of
Zephyrhills, 38635 5th Ave., along with
Pastor Jim Thomas invites the community to
traditional Sunday worship services, 8 and 11
a.m.; contemporary service, 9:30 a.m.; coﬀee
and fellowship, in Cooper Hall, 9-10:30 a.m.;
adult Sunday school, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.; and
children’s church, 10:45 a.m.
There are many programs available at
the church. The Parish Nurses provide free
screenings and health information and referrals
for those concerned about their health. For more
information, call at (813) 782-5645.

Zephyrhills Church of Christ, 5444 4th St.
welcomes you to visit with them for Sunday
Bible study, 9:30 a.m. followed by Sunday
worship at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. There is a
midweek Bible study on Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m.
If you have any questions you can contact
Preacher Kevin Heaton, at (205) 405-7700 or
heatonkevin@yahoo.com. You may also reach one
of the members: Joe Bates (813) 846-9441 or Wayne
Frye (352) 424-0144. Visit zephyrhillschurch.com
or the blog page at acordofblue.wordpress.com.
Victory Baptist Church, 6950 Forbes Rd.,
invites you to join them for their services on
Sunday at 10 a.m.; Sunday school, 11 a.m.; and
worship service, 6 p.m. There is a mid-week
service on Wednesday, 7 p.m. Nursery and
children’s programs are available. For more
information, visit www.vbczhills.com or call
(813) 783-8300.

Zephyrhills Wesleyan Church, 38924
C Ave., invites the community to a regular
traditional worship service at 9 a.m. and
contemporary service at 11 a.m. Children’s
Ministry is available during the 11 a.m. service
for children birth to ﬁfth grade. There is Sunday
school at 10:15 a.m.
Wednesdays there is a sermon based
adult Bible study at 4 p.m. There are student
ministries for elementary, middle and high
school students at 6 p.m. For more information,
visit www.zwconline.com or call (813) 7827510.
East Pasco Seventh-day Adventist
Church, 7333 Dairy Rd., has a mission to
reach others by living and sharing God’s love.
Bible study is Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. and church
service, 10:45 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
Friday, 10 a.m. and Narcotics Anonymous
meets Sunday, Wednesday and Thursday at
6:30 p.m.
For more information, call (813) 782-2000
or visit eastpascoadventist.com.
Church at Chancey Road, 34921 Chancey
Rd., and Pastor Tim Mitchell would like to invite
you to Sundays at 10:15 a.m. and Wednesdays

OBITUARIES

is survived by his wife, Loretta; and other loving family.

Benita Ortiz

ORTIZ, Benita, 86, passed
away Nov. 29, 2018, She is survived by her husband and other loving family.

Roger E. Homer

Pamela Anderson

ANDERSON, Pamela, 64,
passed away Nov. 26, 2018 after a long illness. She is survived by her loving husband,
John; and stepson, Anthony
Dale and wife, Trudy.

Roger Clayton Pope

POPE, Roger Clayton, 53, of
Wesley Chapel passed away
Nov. 21, 2018. He is survived
by his loving family.

Roger Ulric Raymond

HOMER, Roger E., 77, of
Zephyrhills, passed away Nov.
26, 2018. He is survived by his
wife, Sandra Homer; and loving family and friends.

Gloria Dumais

DUMAIS, Gloria, 71 of Zephyrhills passed away Nov. 25,
2018. She is survived by husband, Ronald; and children,
Bonnie, Audra and Ronette.

Candice Jaclyn Kennon

KENNON, Candice Jaclyn, 34,
passed away Nov. 25, She is
survived by her father, Charles
Kennon; children, Alyssa and
Logan; and two brothers,
Charles and Nicholas. There
will be a memorial service
Dec. 8, 2 p.m. at 38048 Avion
Dr., Zephyrhills.

Allen Lee Wildman

WILDMAN, Allen Lee, 71, of
Zephyrhills passed away Nov.
29, 2018. He is survived by his
loving family. Whitﬁeld

7333 Dairy Rd.
(813) 782-2000
Ray Pichette, Lead Pastor
Ricardo Barriffe, Associate Pastor
Saturday
Bible Study ...................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service............ 10:45 a.m.
Thursday
ALNON...................................7 p.m.
Ladies Bible Study.................7 p.m.
Friday
Alcoholics Anonymous.......10 a.m.
Overeaters Anonymous
Monday, 5:30 p.m. and Friday
11:30 a.m.
Narcotics Anonymous
Sunday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 6:30 p.m.
www.eastpascoadventist.com

ATONEMENT
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

29617 S.R. 54
(813) 973-2211
Pastor Scott Lindner
Saturday
Godify Worship Service .......5 p.m.
Sunday
Rise and Shine Service ...8:30 a.m.
Worship Service with
Communion....................10 a.m.
discoveralc.com

LASAGNA DINNER
Saturday, Dec. 8th at 5pm - $10 Donation

Pick up tickets at the Church Office by Tuesday, Dec. 4th

Michael Allen Poff

POFF, Michael Allen, 66, of
Zephyrhills passed away Nov.
24, 2018. He is survived by his
son, Jeremy Michael Graves.

First Baptist Church

38231 FiFth Ave. | Zephyrhills | 813-782-5574

RAYMOND, Roger Ulric, 87,
passed away Nov. 21, 2018. He

EAST PASCO
SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Saturday, Dec. 8th & Sunday, Dec. 9th • 6pm

pAstOr rOB MCKiNNey

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN

5510 19th St.
(813) 782-7412
Pastor Denise Lay
Sunday
Worship ................................10 a.m.
Sunday School
(Nursery/Grades K-12) ........10 a.m.
Adult Study........................8:30 a.m.
Coffee fellowship after worship
Wednesday
REFRESH supper ...............5:30 p.m.
REFRESH Youth Group ..........6 p.m.
Adult Bible Study ...................6 p.m.
Choir Practice .........................7 p.m.
Second Saturday King’s Men
(in fellowship hall) .................9 a.m.
www.firstpcz.org

38710 5th Ave.
(813) 782-2813
Reverend Allan Tupa
Sunday
Mass............... .............7, 9, 11 a.m.
Saturday
Mass.............................4 and 6 p.m.
Weekday Masses
M, T, Th, F ..............................8 a.m.
Wednesday ........8 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Saturday and Holidays .........8 a.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday Morning............8:30 a.m.
Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursday ..................8:30-9:30 a.m.

ZEPHYRHILLS
WESLEYAN
CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF
ZEPHYRHILLS

38924 C Ave.
(813) 782-7510
Pastor Dennis Harmeson
Youth Pastor Shannon McGrady
Sunday
Traditional Service................. 9 a.m.
Sunday School................10:15 a.m.
Contemporary Service........11 a.m.
Wednesday
Adult Bible Study ..................4 p.m.
Student Ministry (K5-12)......6 p.m.
www.zwconline.com

VICTORY
BAPTIST
CHURCH

ST. JOSEPH
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

38231 5th Ave.
(813) 782-5574
Pastor Robert McKinney
Sunday
Sunday School ......................9:30 a.m.
Worship ..........10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday
Service ....................................... 6 p.m.
Choir Practice ............................ 6 p.m.
Children’s Activities .................. 6 p.m.

TRUTH teen ministries ........6:15 p.m.

11800 Windsorwood Blvd.
(352) 518-0072
Pastor Keith Smith
Sundays
Bible Study ....................9:30 a.m.
Worship .......................10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays
Worship .........................6:30 p.m.
www.dadecitycc.net

34921 Chancey Rd.
(813) 317-4975
Pastor Tim Mitchell
Sunday
Worship...........................10:15 a.m.
Worship, Bible study & communion
Monday
Prayer and Bible reading.....12 p.m.
Tuesday
Ladies Bible study.............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Fellowship..............................6 p.m.
Dinner at 6 p.m. followed by Bible
study for all ages at 6:45 p.m.
Thursday
Heart dance ladies group...10 a.m.
Friday
Morning prayer..................7:45 am.
Evening prayer.......................6 p.m.
Saturday
Morning Prayer......................5 a.m.
www.thechurchatchancey
road.com

BIBLE
MISSIONARY
CHURCH

DADE CITY
GRACE BIBLE
CHURCH

6950 Forbes Rd.
(813) 783-8300
Pastor David Toulson
Sunday School ....................10 a.m.
Morning Worship ...............11 a.m.
Evening Worship...................6 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study/Prayer................. 7 p.m.
Kids Club.................................7 p.m.

DADE CITY
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

OUR SAVIOR
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

5626 20th St.
813-782-1369
Reverend Tod A. Shouse
Sunday
Worship service ..................10 a.m.
Sunday school/Bible class...9 a.m.
oursaviorlutheranchurchzephyr
hills.org

THE CHURCH
AT CHANCEY ROAD

5521 23rd St.
(813) 782-8772
Pastor Wayne Taylor
Sunday School ................9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship .........10.45 a.m.

Evening Service ................... 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service ............ 6 p.m.

Dade City Business Center
Suite 403
15000 U.S. Hwy. 301
(352) 567-3955
Pastor Willard L. Sessoms
Fellowship ........................9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service .....................10 a.m.
www.bibletruthfortoday.com

FIRST
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6040 8th St.
(813) 782-1071
Sunday
Sunday School .......................9 a.m.
Morning Worship ................10 a.m.
Second Saturday of the month
Men’s Breakfast............... 8:30 a.m.
Third Wednesday of the month
Women’s Group ................9:30 a.m.

ZEPHYRHILLS
CHURCH
OF CHRIST

5444 4th St.
(205) 405-7700
Evangelist Kevin Heaton
Sunday
Bible Study...........................9:30 a.m.
Worship...........10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study.....................7:30 p.m.
www.zephyrhillschurch.com

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST

38635 5th Ave.
(813) 782-5645
Pastor Jim Thomas
Traditional Worship ... 8 and 11a.m.
Contemporary Worship ....9:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Youth .........................5 p.m.
Wednesday Children .............6 p.m.
Nursery provided.

www.fumczhills.com

6 A Thursday, December 6, 2018 | Zephyrhills News

SALOME’S STARS
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Careful, Lamb. Don’t let your generous nature lead to some serious
overspending as you contemplate your holiday gift-giving. Your social life kicks oﬀ into high gear
by week’s end.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A positive attitude helps you weather annoying but unavoidable
changes in holiday plans. Aspects favor new friendships and reinforcement of existing relationships.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Demands on your energy level could be much higher than usual as
you prepare for the upcoming holidays. Be sure to pace yourself. Friends and family will be happy
to help.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don’t allow a suddenly icy reaction from a friend or family member to
continue without learning what caused it -- and what can be done to restore that once warm and caring relationship.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A relationship seems to be unraveling, mostly from a lack of attention. It
might be a good idea to ease up on whatever else you’re doing so you can spend more time working
to mend it.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) New facts emerge that not only help explain the recent rift with
a trusted colleague, but also might provide a chance to wipe the slate clean and make a fresh start in
your friendship.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A family member’s personal situation is, fortunately, resolved
in time for you to get back into your hectic round of holiday preparations. An old friend might bring
a new friend into your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Pace yourself in meeting holiday pressures and workplace
demands to avoid winding up with a frayed temper and a Scorpian stinger that lashes out at puzzled
kith, kin and colleagues.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A ﬁnancial matter requires close attention. Also,
news from a trusted source provides the means to help sort out a long-standing state of confusion
and put it into perspective.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) This is a good time to reinforce family ties. Make it a priority to assess and resolve all outstanding problems. Start the upcoming holiday season with a full
measure of love.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Don’t be pressured into a so-called solid-gold investment.
Wait until the holiday distractions are over. Then take a harder look at it. You might ﬁnd that the
“gold” is starting to ﬂake oﬀ.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A former friend might be trying to heal the breach between you
by using a mutual friend as an intermediary. Best advice: Keep an open mind despite any lingering
bad feelings.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a way of saying the right thing at the right time. Your friendships are
deep and lasting.
(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

KING CROSSWORD - DEC. 6
ACROSS
1 Yard activities
6 Measuring device
11 Wig
12 Show up
14 Hang around
15 Vocalist
16 Big bother
17 Formal
pronouncements
19 Yoko of music
20 Spill the beans
22 Bear hair
23 Coaster
24 Black-and-white
movie, e.g.
26 90210, for one
28 Always, in verse
30 Mongrel
31 Sways from side
to side
35 “Gone With the
Wind” star
39 Look lasciviously
40 Three-man vessel?
42 Intend
43 Grazing area
44 Filleted
46 Suitable
47 Identify
49 Sarcastic remark
51 Stag’s lack
52 With malice
53 Butcher’s wares
54 Keglers’ venue
DOWN
1 Large beer glass
2 Golfer Palmer
3 Schlep
4 -- out
(supplemented)
5 Helvetica lack
6 Stomach-related

RECYCLING FOR
RESIDENTS OF
UNINCORPORATED PASCO
COUNTY WITH CURBSIDE
TRASH SERVICE

DO YOUR
PART
RECYCLE
PLEASE RECYCLE:
• Aluminum cans
• Metal food cans
• Plastic bottles, jars and
small containers that are
coded 1,2,3,4,5 and 7
For more details call your hauler
• Clear, green and
or call Recycling at
brown glass bottles and jars. (727) 856-4539 or go to:
pascocountyutilities.com,
• Paper and Cardboard
search for recycling

7 Met melody
8 Grecian container
9 51-Across of a sort
10 Tied
11 “The Republic” man
13 Wear away
18 Since, slangily
21 Belgian city
23 “Get lost!”
25 Conger or moray
27 Boxer
29 Cutting responses
31 “Look Homeward,
Angel” author
32 Anti-elderly bias
33 Quick look
34 Baltimore
newspaper
ANSWERS TO
KING
CROSSWORDS
NOVEMBER 29

36 Snoopy, e.g.
37 Boutonnieres’ sites
38 Access
41 Watch-crystal
holder
44 Ernie’s pal
45 Prima donna
48 -- long way (last)
50 Diarist Anais
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STRANGE BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver

•It was Kurt Vonnegut, one of the most inﬂuential writers of the 20th century, who made the
following sage observation: “There is no reason
why good cannot triumph as often as evil. The
triumph of anything is a matter of organization.
If there are such things as angels, I hope they are
organized along the lines of the Maﬁa.”
•If you received all of the gifts in the song “The
Twelve Days of Christmas,” you’d have 364 presents.
•The period between Thanksgiving and Christmas is an apt time to consider the word “crapulous,” which means “sick from excessive eating
or drinking.”
•Ireland’s Porterhouse Brewing Company has
what might seem to be an unlikely hit on its
hands: the Oyster Stout. During the brewing process, raw oysters are shucked directly into the
conditioning tank. This unlikely combination is
popular, though, selling out quickly whenever
it’s available.
•Those who study such things say that while
shaving, a person removes about as much skin as
hair.
•As the holidays approach and you’re out shopping for gifts, you might want to keep this in
mind: According to survey results, siblings are
the worst holiday gift-givers, getting the lowest
marks from 21 percent of respondents. However,
they weren’t far behind in-laws, who were rated
the worst by 20 percent.
•Unless you’re from Central Florida, you’ve
probably never heard of the small town of Ocoee.
So you might be surprised to learn that during
World War II, Ocoee earned the distinction of
sending more men, per capita, to serve in the military than any other town in the United States.

WINTERFEST
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There’s SNOW PLACE like...

Dice’s Dairy n’Dog
for the holidays!

Known for our variety of quality food and 42
flavors of great ice cream all at low prices!
ViSiT uS ONCE, ANd yOu’rE
SurE TO COmE bACk

(813) 782-4303

$1.35

INCLUDES:
• INSTALLATION
• ANCHOR KIT
• 5 KW HEAT
• 10-YEAR
WARRANTY!

813.632.8889

3-TON

Mobile Home
A/C UNIT
$4,330

$3,005

4-TONome

H
Mobile UNIT
A/C
$4,500

$3,515

• NO CREDIT
CHECK
• 0% FINANCING
• 0 DOWN
PAYMENT
**w.a.c.

5-TON

Mobile Home
A/C UNIT
$4,750

$3,774

LIMITED TIME OFFER,
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

CONES

ALL dAy –
EVEry dAy!
Soft Serve Only

4930 Allen Rd., ZephyRhills • Big lots shopping CenteR

LIC. #CAC1816765
SINCE 1995
*Charges apply for additional heat if required. **With approved credit.
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➤SENIOR GIFTS: From Page 1A
such items as clothing, shoes, CD players
and even a night stand to match one resident’s special request.
“We basically know what to choose,”
Riddle said. “I go around and ask our
residents, ‘What would you like Santa to
bring you?’ Whatever they ask for they
pretty much get.”
Brightening up a seniors holiday
season is a community eﬀort of Home Instead Senior Care, which cited an AARP
report that 28 percent of people 65-andolder live alone. Each year, many seniors
have fewer family members and friends
to provide company and care, which can
result in social isolation and make the
holidays especially diﬃcult and lonely.
The annual initiative of Home Instead Senior Care, which began six years
ago, works with communities to provide
companionship and gifts to local seniors
who may otherwise spend the holidays
isolated. Last year, nearly 100 local seniors received 250 gifts thanks to the generosity of people.
“Be a Santa to a Senior helps bring
comfort and a smile to many seniors,”
said Michele Bonneville, owner of the

Home Instead Senior Care oﬃce in Wesley Chapel. “It shows them that people
care about them and see them as an important part of the community. Social isolation is a concern among seniors and the
holidays often intensify feelings of distance and loneliness. When we deliver
the gifts and spend some time with them,
it makes a big diﬀerence.”
Participating is pretty simple. People can stop by one of the Be a Santa to
a Senior tree locations, take a paper ornament with a senior’s name and gift request, purchase the gift and return it to
the tree unwrapped. Community volunteers and program partners then wrap
and deliver the gifts to local seniors in
time for the holidays.
“We love it and we love partnering
with them,” Riddle said of the partnership between Rosecastle and Home Instead Senior Care.
Be a Santa to a Senior trees will remain on display through Dec. 10. Aside
from Bon Worth, Be a Santa to a Senior
trees are at such east and central Pasco locations as: Bealls Outlet in Wesley Chapel, Pasco County Tax Oﬃces in Dade
City and Land O’ Lakes Blvd., Land O’
Lakes.
In addition to gifts given to residents

Left: A Home
Instead
Senior Care
employee
presents
a gift to a
senior during
last year’s
giveaway.

at Rosecastle, other distribution places include Heritage Park Specialty Care
and Zephyr Haven Health
& Rehab, as well as a program at Wiregrass Ranch
High School.
“We’re always excited to see how much Be a
Santa to a Senior boosts seniors’ spirits during the holiday season,” Bonneville said.
“And we are grateful to be a
part of a community that comes
together to make this happen.”

Above: Susan Blackwell, assistant
district manager for Bon Worth
Women’s Clothing, checks a tag on
a Christmas tree at the Zephyrhills
store.
Left: Employees of Rosecastle get
together to decorate a Christmas tree.
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SHOP OUR FURNITURE SHOWROOM & SLEEP CENTER FOR THE LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED!
LANCER LEATHER POWER HARBOR TOWN
ROCKER RECLINER WITH ROCKER RECLINER
MEMORY FOAM
REG. $999.00

REG. $499.95

SALE
$
00

799

#528

I’M
LEATHER

498

688

I’M
LEATHER

#505

SALE
$
95

SALE
$
00

688

RIALTO ROCKER
RECLINER

REG. $909.95

LEATHER

SALE
$
00

449

SHELDON ROCKER
RECLINER

REG. $999.00

REG. $999.00

SALE
$
95

JAMES
LEATHER ROCKER
RECLINER
I’M

LARSON LEATHER
ROCKER RECLINER

LIFT CHAIR

COLLAGE ROCKER
RECLINER
#734

REG. $399.00

REG. $399.00

SALE
00

299

$

SALE
$
00

299

49995

$

Several
Fabrics to
Choose
from!

#521

#515

DEMPSEY CONVERSATION
SOFA BY FLEXSTEEL

VAIL ROCKER
RECLINER
#403

SOLID
WOOD
DINING
SETS

REG. $299.00

SALE
$
00EA.

269
$
50000
OR 2 FOR

SALE

1,49595

$

NEW L!!
A
ARRIV

VINTAGE
ESTATE
Collection

REG. $2,000

WAGON WHEEL
COFFEE TABLE

TRIANGLE HIGH-TOP BIG TABLE WITH
6 CHAIRS
TABLE with 2 chairs & bench

34995

REG. $2,000.95

$

SALE

1,49595

$
REG. $1,200.95

SALE
95

698

$

EAST PASCO’S LARGEST INDEPENDENT DEALER
BAYBERRY 5PC
ROUND DINING SET

LARGE OR SMALL…
DEMPSEY FURNITURE
FITS THEM ALL!

BAR
STOOLS

LARGE
SELECTION
OF WOOD
DINING
CHAIRS

AUBREY GREY
WOOD DINING
TABLE
POWER RECLINER
Available with 4 or 6 chairs

-$
69EACH
89

$

Available in Oak and
White Wood with
Driftwood top

Our furniture
collections offer a wide variety of
sizes for all households!

REG. $1,200.95

• Akerson
• Sarter
• Matteo

SOFA SLEEPER
CLOSEOUT SALE

999

$

95
5-Piece
Bedroom
Group

Twin • Full • Queen with
Innerspring Mattress
Several Fabrics &
Colors to Choose From!

YOUR
CHOICE

SALE

69895

$

LEATHER MOTION
LOVESEATS & SOFAS
WITH LUMBAR SUPPORT
AND BUILT-IN USB
CHARGING
PORT

LIFT CHAIR

with infinite positioning and
USB charging
port

ADJUSTABLE SWIVEL
TABLE

398

$

NEW COASTAL BEDROOM FURNITURE
PICKET FENCE COLLECTION

95

with 4 stools

CASTOR
DINING SETS

TORTUGA COLLECTION
SANTA CRUZ
COLLECTION

699

$

chairs,
bench &
built-in
Lazy
Susan

WITH USB
CHARGING
PORT

Available in Oak
and White Wood

CLOTH & LEATHER LEATHER POWER
SOFAS AND
RECLINING SOFA
NEW LINE OF BEDROOM
WITH USB
LOVESEATS
FURNITURE JUST
CHARGING PORT
ARRIVED!

YOUR
CHOICE

SQUARE HIGH
TOP TABLE
with 2

95

Finding the right mattress shouldn’t be tiring.
Shop our Sleep Center, and Climb Into a Dream Every Night!

CLOSEOUT FACTORY Adjustable Motion Queen
SELECTS
with Cool Twist Memory
QUEEN
MATTRESS

00
598
NOW

$

49800

$

KING
MATTRESS

00
798
NOW

$

Foam

LIMITED SUPPLY!
HURRY!

69800

$

WE OFFER SAME DAY PICKUP & NEXT DAY DELIVERY!
14147 U.S. 98 BYPASS, DADE CITY
Photos Are For Illustration
Purposes Only. Not responsible
for typographical errors.
All sales are final.*

352-567-0030

(Corner of E. Pasco Avenue and the Bypass)

*see store for details

1,29900

$

99900

NOW $
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Losing Your Hearing Ad Half Vert Zephyrhills 11-29-2018.pdf

Losing your HEARING
or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!

You are invited to our Hearing Health Event!
Above: The evening crowd
settled in for Sunday’s
program at Florida Hospital
Zephyrhills.

Limited Time Only!

Call now to avoid waiting! It’s All FREE!

Left: State Representative
Danny Burgess wrapped
up ceremonies on the main
stage by hitting the button to
light the Christmas trees.

Right: President and CEO Amanda
Maggard was the second speaker
during Sunday’s program.
Below: Local group Rustic Road
Crossing performed Sounds of a
Country Christmas.
ANDY WARRENER

FREE In-Ofﬁce Repairs

All in-ofﬁce hearing aid repairs shall be free..
ED
LIMIT E
TIM !
ONLY

2
➤FHZ TREE LIGHTING: From Page 1A
wowed the audience. A performance by local
group Rustic Road Crossing called Sounds of
a Country Christmas added ambiance to the
scene. Finally, Tampa-based Entertainment Revue put on a show-stopping performance, combining multiple Christmas tunes, including
‘”Santa Looks a Lot Like Daddy,” “O Christmas
Tree” and “I’m Getting Nuttin for Christmas.”
The group, who has performed across
the country at marquee sporting events, really showed their talents Sunday evening. The
15-minute performance fused several fresh
takes on traditional Christmas tunes without
taking a break. Performers rolled on and oﬀ the
stage and in and out of diﬀerent costumes, depending on the song. The coordination of costume and set changes was impressive by itself.
The vocal and dancing abilities of the performers was even more so.
Furthermore, Entertainment Revue put
their own signature spin on the renditions. The
“O Christmas Tree” performance featured a
Celtic Riverdance segment and even mixed in
a hip-hop element. There was not even time to
applaude between numbers as the dancers and
stagehands seamlessly transitioned from song
to song, culminating in an exciting rendition of
“Jingle Bell Rock.”
And of course, there were the trees.
“The line started at 11:30 today for people
to sign up to decorate the trees,” FHZ Community Relations Manager Jane Freeman said.
“Some people were signed up to decorate their
ﬁrst tree, some, like the Iowa group have been
decorating trees since the inception of the event.
It has deep roots.”
A ring of Christmas trees sat atop the
grounds in front of FHZ, one for every state, including a support-our-troops and an international one. The six to seven foot Frazier Fir trees
were decorated by an array of local businesses
and civic groups.
“This tradition is important as far as what
it means to the community,” Freeman said.
“Without the community, we would not be able
to do the program.”
The Circle of Trees will stay up until Dec.
27 and Freeman said that many of the trees for
2019 are already spoken for. Freeman thanked

all the community groups that participated on
Sunday and thanked the Zephyrhills Police Department for providing security.
Kelly Taylor of Wesley Chapel brought
along her friend Lonnie Milburn and her children Lily, 6 and Cash, 2. Taylor just came on at
FHZ in the cardiac cath lab a few weeks ago
and found out about the event in while working.
“It’s really neat,” Taylor said. “Zephyrhills
is like a little country town.”
Danny and Shaunah Morales were looking
at the diﬀerent Christmas trees, enjoying their
ﬁrst time at the event. Shaunah is a CT tech at
FHZ and originally from Lakeland.
“I had just started (at FHZ) last year near
the event,” Morales said. “I got oﬀ my shift and
came out here. This year, I decided to drag Danny out to it. I love Christmas events and this
time of year.”
Danny Morales was pretty impressed with
the program as well.
“The bluegrass band was nice and I like
how they incorporated the diﬀerent themes on
the trees, some captured it very well,” Morales
said.
Dade City residents by way of New Jersey,
the Singletons, gathered around the New Jersey
tree for a photo. It was also their ﬁrst time at
the event. Mom, Audrey, having got wind of it
from her sister Barbara.
“We’ve got the kids, grandkids, husband,
everyone out here tonight,” Audrey Singleton
said. “We enjoyed listening to the speakers,
seeing the trees from diﬀerent states and the
crowd.”
The speakers had their own messages
to convey. Florida Hospital Zephyrhills and
FHDC president and CEO Amanda Maggard
had some news to share about the hospital. One
that there will be enhancements to the lobby
and chapel in the coming months but also that
FHZ received the 2017 Women’s Choice Award
for being one of America’s Best Hospitals.
Pichette’s message was that, “every life is
valuable.”
Concluding the program on stage was
newly-elected District 38 representative Danny
Burgess. Burgess, on stage with his family, recounted coming to the tree lighting ceremony
when he was roughly the ages of his children
and spoke of the time-honored tradition. It was
Burgess who would
throw the switch on
the FHZ Circle of
Trees.
––––Following
the
tree lighting was a
handsome ﬁreworks
display. Even the
residents of Spanish
Trails Senior Village
got to enjoy the ﬁreworks show as golf
carts from the community lined the opposite side of Gall
Boulevard.

995

for $

*

In the Canal

Audiotone Pro
®

Completely In Canal

*Fits up to a 30 db loss. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Does
®
not apply to prior purchases. Valid on select styles of Audiotone Pro only.
Offer expires 12/14/2018.

BUY ONE,
GET ONE

FREE!

**

Now You See It... Now You Don’t!

Mirage

™

**Promotional offer available
during event dates only.
May not be combined with
other offers and does not
apply to prior sales. See store
for details. No cash value.
Offer applies to the Miracle-Ear
Mirage hearing aid only.
Offer expires 12/14/2018.

Have a flexible spending account and need
to spend the rest of your 2018 funds?
Your flexible spending account and your insurance
may help cover the cost of hearing aids!

Appointments fill quickly,
so call NOW to schedule
a FREE hearing test and RISK FREE trial.

THIS WEEK ONLY!
Miracle-Ear – Zephyrhills
®

Pasco Medical Arts Center

38172 Medical Center Ave, Zephyrhills, FL 33540

(813) 703-8290

www.Miracle-Ear-Zephyrhills.com
Left: The Singletons
from Dade City
gathered around the
New Jersey tree as
they originally hail from
the state.

We are a proud sponsor of the Miracle-Ear Foundation
Gift of Sound program. We make a donation for every
purchase to help local children and adults hear better!

Promo Code: 05GB121BL
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