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The two top GPAs at the school
are separated by just five-thousandths
of a point

By ANDY WARRENER
News Reporter

It might seem as though Zephyrhills Valedictorian Alyssa Perez
and Salutatorian Madison Poe have been duking it out since they first
set foot in Zephyrhills High School as freshmen. Just the opposite is
true. Neither of them really paid much attention to the race to tﬁe top of
the class, until they were notified, just recently, of the honors.

“I never really thought about it (being first in her class), never
thought it would be this close,” Poe said. “I always tried to get straight
A’s in middle and high school.”

Perez held it in similar regard.

“I thought about it (valedictorian) growing up but I figured if I
worked hard that was good enough,” Perez said. “Madison and I have
a good relationship. We are happy for each other.”

Chasing grades for Perez, was more a product of the environment
she placed herself in than anything. Perez has been dual enrolled at Pas-
co Hernando State College (PHSC) since her sophomore year. She al-
ready has her Associate’s degree. Perez enjoys the college setting and
the format of the college courses.

“I went through a rough patch in high school and college classes
helped me grow more as a person,” Perez said. “In college classes, there
are less assignments and your grade basically relies on five tests.”

For Poe, it was the promise of a new Jeep by her father that kept the
fire going for achieving straight A’s. Poe darn near did it. Through mid-
dle school at Centennial and high school at Zephyrhills, Poe received all
A’s excepting a single B in AP Psychology. It was Poe’s first true college-
level class and the B came in just the first quarter of the year. Adding a
small dose of jealousy to the frustration of the new Jeep slipping away,
Poe’s father in 2021, bought himself a new Jeep.

Perez also had just one B on her high school record, that in dual-en-
rolled Microeconomics. Perez said she struggled with it, largely because
it was during the height of the Covid-19 Pandemic and was all online,
using Zoom calls. Perez said both she and the instructors were not used
to the technology when she took the class.

Madison Poe

That is how the race finished out. Perez stamps a 3.9833 unweight-
ed GPA into her transcripts. Poe finishes with a 3.9828 unweighted GPA.
The razor-thin margin, with identical grades, can only be attributed to
Perez taking an additional class. The additional class diminished the
drag of the lone B, just enough to post a 0.0005 difference. Otherwise,
their grades would have been identical.

Perez is headed to USF on both a Bright Futures and a scholarship
from the school, where she will study medicine and said she’d like to
pursue a degree in Cell Molecular Biology. She will jump on the pre-
med track and possibly end up as a physician or medical researcher. Per-
ez’s life experience has led to these important decisions. She remembers
a state science fair from when she was in middle school. Perez brought a
project that used fiber optics to transfer light to lower panels of a system
of stacked solar panels. What really caught her imagination was talking
with then-USF interns and how smart she thought tl%ey were and maybe
she could be like them some day. Well, mission accomplished there. The
draw to the medical field occurred at a young age as Perez watched her
parents struggle with then-undiagnosed cases of Lyme Disease.

“It hurt, watching them go through years of pain with no answers,”
Perez said. “There’s so much research left to be done.”

Perez herself spent a lot of time in and out of doctors’ offices, as a
child and always enjoyed looking at X-rays, even if she didn’t know ex-
actly what she was looking at.

Poe will attend UF in the Fall, also on a Bright Futures Scholarship,
and also on a pre-med track with a focus on dermatology. Poe had an
anecdotal experience that fed her college track choice as well. Poe un-
derwent skin surgery as a baby and has been fascinated by the show
‘Doctor Pimple Popper” ever since. Poe is a letter athlete in: track, cross
country, soccer, volleyball and tennis. She says soccer was her favorite
sport in high school and she said she’d try and continue to play recre-
ationally at UF.

Both students were able to pin down their favorite high school
classes. For Poe, it was her AP Environmental Studies class.

“The teacher was great, just their overall personality and how it
was conducive to the students,” Poe said. “The class was hands-on, we
planted and watered a garden - tomatoes, bell peppers, lettuce, flow-
ers.”

For Perez, it was her dual-enrolled Biology II class.

“We had to write research papers for the class,” Perez said. “It
taught me how to read and write research papers.”

Both students will graduate with honors in a few weeks and no
doubt make their school and their families proud. And maybe, just may-
be, Poe’s dad will give up the Jeep before she heads off to Gainesville.
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Mia Acevedo S’rephonle Agumoga Layth Al Khafaiji Heavenly Alexander Jomsuell Alfaro Raleigh Allen

Mirani Alvarez Jessica Amidon Noah Amous Peter Anello Zachariah Arnold Dalton Arrington

Dayna Ashmore Victor Aviles Jazmin Bahena Alyssa Baker Ash Baker Hailie Baker
Cardoso

—  Brooke Baldus Joseph Barnes Davion Bartley Jasmine Baxley Caroline Beasley Jonah Beson
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Malani Bianco Richard Bice Alexis Bickford Dylan Bowling Stanley Britt

Dartagnan Brooks Bryce Brown Logan Bruce Nicholas Butto Martin Calhoun Makenna Campbell

Robert Cardoso David Castro Mikayla Cintron Dominik Claytor Ismel Coss

Riley Crawford Cody Crouthers Paola Cruz Trey Davenport

All the Best

to All of Our Graduates
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It’s your day, and we hope you enjoy every moment as
you celebrate the culmination of your hard work.
May your graduation be the beginning of a bright

and beautiful future.

We look forward to celebrating your continued success!

* Family Medicine
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Witwiam (Bity) Pok, Jr. - Ciry ManaGER - Pediatrics

ZEPHYRHILLS CITY COUNCIL * Behavioral Health
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Kennerh M. Burcess - CounciLman Al
Lance A. Smirs - CounciLmaN J-— ".,—-\/j LA
. Community
Charies E. Proctor - CounciLman PREMIER $oumunity
YOUR HEALTH, GUR MIBSION. Most Private Insurance Accepted

Discount Fees | Medicaid

5335 8TH STREET « ZEPHYRHILLS ® Medicare | Florida KidCare
(813) 780-0000

www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us 352-518-2000 | www.PremierHC.org

Locations in Hernando & Pasco Counites
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Kaylee Day Jenny Delcastillo Emily Deyarmin Ellie Diana Carson Dixon Abigail Dodson

Marc Dortch Tristan Dowden John Drew Madison Driggers Morgan Driggers Evan Drinkwater

Nicholas Ferguson ~ Diannette Fernandez ~ Samuel Fernandez Lindsey Fiedler

Mackenzie Florez Yasly Francois Abby Frickey Andrea Garcia Isabelle Garcia Magaly Garcia

[zabella Mathis
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you turn the page to an exciting new R e s

chapter at St. Leo University. May + Horseshoes
« Shuffleboard
your days be filled with friendship -Liil’o;::y

and fun, and may your future be filled

.\ﬁ: A
35 /per month*

*with annual commitment

with love and happiness.

I love you and can’t wait
for the rest of the story...
Grandpa

38511 WILDS RD.
DADE CITY

(888) 312-9706

(i 3
§ "z Aj
7

‘-_M“‘ -

-
S




CMERK

QE Thursday, May 26, 2022 | Zephyrhills News

Xavier Garraway Austin Garrett Thomas Gianquitti Angelina Giles Emily Gillett Stephen Gonzalez

Dylan Gormley Shernell Gray Aaliyah Giriffin Kiley Grishaber

Andreena Hamilton Emily Hamilton Gloria Harrison Kaitlin Hartley Jordan Heath John Helms

Taryn Henry Adrian Hernandez Esteban Hernandez Lillion Hernandez ~ McKinnley Hernandez ~ Yahir Hernandez
Goitia

Jaylene Herrera Melanie Herrera Jimmy Hill

Giovanni Irizarry Timothy Jackson Julia Jennings Emma Johnson Gabriel Johnston Daijiah Jones
An accident can steal your
I | \ | l I R E D sense of wellbeing. But it
e can’t take away your rights.
Every victim deserves CAR & MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS * TRUCK ACCIDENTS
iustice. For us, it's just that BOAT INJURIES * JET SKI ACCIDENTS
) TRIP & FALL INJURIES * SLIP & FALL INJURIES

simple. That's why our SERIOUS INJURIES - WRONGFUL DEATH

firm has spent over 35

years assisting clients in Q Civil Trial
all types of cases. We'll Practice
stand by you every step

Free
of the way, fighting for the HUDGINS

Consultation

compensation you deserve. — LAW FIHM —

i o 4 800-950-5534 HudginsLawFirm.net
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William Jones Sarah Juergens Haley Keetch Dalton King Emily Kirk Ethan Kocher

James Laferriere Hailey Lagrone Angel Lara Christopher Larussa Brooke Lea Rosselin Leal

Monica Leonard Preston Lester Aamabhri Lewis Macie Lewis Emile Limoges Maya Llanes

Griffin Lugo Bismal Lugones Zachary Maass
Alvarez

Andriana Maldonado  Ayden Marinelli Jose Martin Sanchez Jaiden Martinez Sergio Martinez |zabella Mathis

Ira Mattice Jimmy Mcauley Nevaeh Mcclellan Byanka Medina Kamil Mehrab John Melosky
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Cassandra Merritt

Jasmine Nachshen

Nelson Nieves-natal

Kevin Pagan

Kena Patel

Alyssa Perez

Ashlynn Potter

Jaylene Ramos

Shelby Mills

Marcus Nansteel

Natalie O’donovan

Janice Panchana

Elijah Patino

Rielly Perez

Connor Prickett

Ryan Randall

Zy'tierra Milton

Maguire Neal

Larry O'neal

Noah Parker

Dylan Purdy

Lorenzo Recinos

4

Emily Montes

Caden Negron

Yanai Ortiz

Diyaben Patel

Willie Queen

Caitlyn Regan

Alekzander Motzko

Alex Nesbeth

Jonathan Pacheco

Madison Poe

Jasmine Quezada

Jatorrian Reinhold

Milcah Myrbel

Duyen Nguyen

Briana Padron

Himani Patel

Joshua Pellegrino

Mackenzie Porter

Andres Ramirez
Martinez

Victoria Reitmeyer
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|dael Reyes Gaylan Rich Hope Riner Jaxson Rivera Ryan Rivera Otien Roach

Kayvion Roberts Emery Rodriquez ~ Zoemarie Roman-diaz Mark Romano Breanne Rood Luis Rosales

Georgie Sanon Lismayri Santiago Calvin Scott Chloe Scriven

Aaron Shaffer Koral Shirback Tamya Simms Jacob Smith

Johnathon Smith Justin Smith Theotis Smith Zachary Smith Cameron Snyder David Soto

Skylar Speckhardt Trace Speegle Chevy Stern Colin Strife Emily Strife Adam Stringer

Tatum Suggs Tanner Sweet Abigail Taylor Tory Taylor Hunter Tepper Breanna Teston

Annaleese Thomas Jaylin Thomas Kylie Thompson Abigail Torres Carlos Torres Emily Towner
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Ashley Vasquez Konner Vest

Gabriela Vilorio

Congralubudions

From The Zephyrhills News Team
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Makayla Wentworth
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Start earning with
Bank O/ZK today!

0.80%

APY”
8 month CD or IRA CD™ Special

1.007%

13 month CD or IRA CD™ Special

1.307%

21 month CD or IRA CD™ Special

Visit our Zephyrhills location or open an
account online at ozk.com.

<> Bank OZK

ozk.com | Member FDIC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of the publication date. Offer applies
to new CDs only. $1,000 minimum deposit to open and is required to earn stated
APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. IRA CD is subject to eligibility requirements.
Offer not available to brokers, dealers and other financial institutions. Fees could
reduce earnings. Offer subject to change without notice. Offer good at locations in
Florida only.

“IRA CD must be opened in person and cannot be opened online.

Sailor Wade

Bryce Wallace

Seth Wilkes Jahyda Williams

Layla Williams Sarah Williams Noah Woolfolk

Beatrice Yarbrough Brandon Zenon
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SWEET CAROLINA

gu

SWEET CAROLINA AL

Pulled Pork topped with homemade coleslaw
and Sonny'’s Signature Carolina Sauce on a bun.

Sandwich - Only $9.99
Make it a Big Deal $12.99

CERTIFIED ANGUS BRISKET®
GRILLED CHEESE

Chopped Brisket, queso and melty Cheddar
cheese stacked on garlic bread.

Sandwich - Only $9.99
Make it a Big Deal $12.99

SONNYS CUBAN™

Pulled and Sliced Pork piled high on toasted
garlic bread, topped with Swiss cheese, pickles,
and our Mustard BBQ sauce.

Sandwich - Only $9.99 : " " s O
Make it a Big Deal $12.49 L 3

4 L -—n-‘w A

6606 GALL BLVD. ZEPHYRHILLS
813.782.4272

WWW.SONNYSBBQ.COM
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San Antonio Elementary School recognized as Demonstration Center for
Prestlglous Cumbndge Assessment International Education Program

San Antonio Elementary School has been
recognized by Cambridge Assessment Interna-
tional Education (Cambridge International) as
a Demonstration Center, an honor that means
it can serve as a model for the prestigious pro-
gram.

Demonstration Centers are qualified to
host showcase events for teachers, school ad-
ministrators, and district leaders from around
the nation who are interested in learning about
Cambridge International. A small number of
schools are authorized as Demonstration Cen-
ters following a rigorous application process
in which the schools must describe how they
meet the criteria in five key areas, such as ed-
ucational values, inclusive teaching and learn-
ing, and exemplary leadership and manage-
ment.

“This is a huge honor for San Antonio El-
ementary School and for our entire school dis-
trict,” said Kurt Browning, Pasco Superinten-
dent of Schools. “This speaks volumes about
the quality of our teachers and the leadership
here. The opportunity this provides our stu-
dents is incredible.”

The San Antonio Elementary School staff

was joined by Browning, board member Allen
Altman, district staff, and parents to celebrate
the announcement that San Antonio Elementa-
ry had been honored as a Demonstration Cen-
ter.

Pasco Middle School also has been hon-
ored as a Demonstration Center.

Cambridge International is dedicated to
helping schools deliver the best education pos-
sible by providing comprehensive support, in-
cluding teacher professional development and
training, classroom resources, and membership
of a global learning community. More than
10,000 schools in over 160 countries offer the
Cambridge Pathway program to their students.

“We are excited that San Antonio Elemen-
tary School is becoming one of the first Demon-
stration Centers in the United States, and look
forward to showcasing the exemplary work of
the school leaders, educators, and students,”
said Mark Cavone, regional director for Cam-
bridge International, North America. “San An-
tonio Elementary has a long history of success-
fully implementing the Cambridge Pathway,
resulting in strong results for students.”

Pasco County students
honored with Anne Frank

Humanitarian Award

High school students throughout Pasco County recently were honored
during the Florida Holocaust Museum'’s 2022 Anne Frank Humanitarian
Award event. The award recognizes the outstanding humanitarian actions
of high school juniors who have worked to better the lives of others at their
schools and in their communities.

“Congratulations to all the Pasco students who have been honored with
this prestigious award,” said Kurt Browning, Superintendent of Pasco Coun-
ty Schools, who attended the event. “These students are already leaders, be-
ing honored for their acts of kindness and for making a difference in our com-
munity.”

The winners from Pasco County schools are:
Raphael Current, Anclote High School
McKenna Yingling, Cypress Creek High School
Lilyana Gargano, Fivay High School

Heritage Arts Center Association gives

2022 Nereim Fine Arts Award

The 2022 winner of the Nereim
Fine Arts Award was given to Erin
Caffarelli who received a $1,000
check from Heritage Arts Center As-
sociation. Caffarelli is a graduating
senior at Zephyrhills High School,
and was presented the certificate
by Connie Frankel, the Visual Arts
Chair of the H.A.C.A. Board of Di-
rectors.

Heritage Arts Center Associa-
tion is a local non-profit volunteer
organization dedicated to promot-
ing and supporting the performing
and visual arts in our community.
They produce the “Spotlight on Tal-
ent” regional performing arts com-

Elvira Ramic, Gulf High School

Halee Sansone, J.W. Mitchell High School
Arossa Adhikary, Land O’'Lakes High School
Johana Morales, Pasco High School

Madilyn Cornwell, River Ridge High School This
Benjamin Borton, Sunlake High School

Jackson Davis, Wendell Krinn Technical High School
Angelica Chirino, Wesley Chapel High School

Kate Niehoff, Wiregrass Ranch High School
Jamarius Giles, Zephyrhills High School

Every Minute Matters

Know where to go in an emergency.

From broken bones to abdominal

EMERGENCY CARE 24/7

AdventHealth Dade City
13100 Fort King Road
Dade City, FL 33525

pain and asthma, our team is ready
for every emergency. And, with
two locations, AdventHealth makes
it convenient access to award- ’
AdventHealth Zephyrhills

7050 Gall Blvd.
Zephyrhills, FL 33541

winning emergency care 24/7. So
when minutes matter most, you
never have to delay getting the care

that your loved one needs.

To find an AdventHealth ER near you, visit
TheERExperts.com

Advent Health

Nicholas Depinto, Hudson High School o oiont) oang People hrohs
award $4,000 in cash prizes and tro-
phies in addition to the $1,000 Pasco
Heritage Scholarship.

year that award went to
Faith Phaller, a Blackwood Studios dancer who was an
annual finalist in “Spotlight on Talent.”
H.A.C.A. has also given the Nereim Visual Arts Award
to aspiring artists, in honor of the late Founding Board
members Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Nereim.

For many years

Erin Caffarelli’s mother was
an artist and she grew up surround-
ed by examples from artists from
many cultures. She began working
with clay in the fifth grade and has
been in love with the craft ever since.
She believes art is one of the driving
forces of the human experience, and
it's meaning is unique to each per-
son. She shared with the HA.CA
Board her sculpture of a dramatic
fox/like creature, appearing to be
suspended by its tail — somewhat
realistic but completely imaginary.
Erin will be attending PHSC, with
plans to study mechanical engineer-
ing and robotics at Florida Polytech-
nic.

Erin was selected for this rec-
ognition from several other high-
ly accomplished local artists via a
rigorous process. Her work can be
viewed on Heritage Art’s facebook

page and website at heritagearts.org, and she will be in-
vited to display her art at the “Moonlight and Ivory”
concerts and arts showings on Nov. 5 at the Women's
Club in Dade City.

FREE SUMMER

MAY 3i1st - JULY 7th

Partnering

with Pasco Schools,
the East Pasco Family
YMCA and the Sarah
Vande Berg Tennis
Foundation, the City of
Lephyrhills is offering

a variety of stimulating
programming, including
art, bowling, movies, open (%
gym activities, swimming,”
tennis and more! '

, CITY OF ZEPHYRHILLS
PARKS &
RECREATION

RECREATION PROGRAM

Monday through Thursdays from 8:00 am to 12 00 pm
MAX of 120 STUDENTS

Open to students who’ve completed any of the K-5
grade levels during the 2021-2022 school year.

LOCATION: R.B. Stewart Middle School

PRE-ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
To sign up, please visit:
www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us/225/Summer-
Recreation-Information

38505 10th Avenue, Zephyrhills 33542

ELIGIBILITY FOR
SWIMMING-RELATED
ACTIVITIES:

An East Pasco Family
YMCA Swimming Release Form must
be completed, and then emailed to:
zhillsrec@gmail.com.

For more information and questions,
please e-mail pio@ci.zephyrhills.fl.us
*There is limited space for designated art and tennis

activities. The City of Zephyrhills reserves the right
to limit participants as deemed necessary.
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DISCOVER THE
Palm Medical Experience

MEDICAL CENTERS

Visit our
Zephyrhills location:

6836 Medical View Ln.
Zephyrhills, FL 33542

Call 813.257.7456

to book an appointment today.

Publix. First 20 appointments receive
" aPublix gift card*

* Publix gift card given at the conclusion of the center tour.
Limit (1) per Person. While supplies last. Call us to secure
your spot. Limited Space.

Senior primary
care with
genuine kKindness

- Attentive doctors who
listen to you with 24/7
access to our care team

- In-house labs,
telemedicine, pharmacy
delivery and specialist
care coordination

- Minimal wait times

- 21 Florida locations
and growing with
98% patient satisfaction

Accepting most Medicare Advantage plans

To find a center near you visit
PalmMedicalCenters.com





