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All-around senior is the epitome of a
student-athlete, but will focus solely on

academics at Florida
        

Excelling in the classroom as well as on the basketball court 
are equally rewarding for Taija McCullough, but the Zephyrhills 
High valedictorian realizes her future lies in academics more so 
than athletics.
 A standout point guard who often controlled the tempo as 
a team leader for the Bulldogs, McCullough will graduate first 
in her class with a 4.6 weighted grade point average. She was in-
formed by career specialist April Simons about her standing as 
the top-ranked student in her class during the second semester 
as a freshman.

“She said it could stay that way if you work hard and that’s 
what I did,” McCullough said. “Without her I wouldn’t know 
where to start. She’s played a big role in my success. I really feel 
incredibly honored to have that title.”
 McCullough also felt honored to play four years of varsity 
basketball at Zephyrhills and making the All-Sunshine Athlet-
ic Conference list twice. As the daughter of Kenny McCullough 
and niece of D.J. McCullough, both standout multi-sport ath-
letes in football, basketball and track at Zephyrhills, she appar-
ently was destined to become a dominant athlete at the same 
school.

 McCullough, who played several sports at Stewart Middle 
and volleyball as a Zephyrhills freshman, said sports in her fam-
ily “is like a bonding thing,” adding that “basketball was enough 
for me.”
 McCullough has Bright Futures and Presidential scholar-
ships to the University of Florida, where she plans to major in 
biology on a pre-med track. Having taken applied science cours-
es for the past five years, she figures to do well in Gainesville 
and pursue a career in the medical profession.
 As for basketball, her future time on the court likely will 
come at the recreational of pickup levels. Still, playing sports 
helped shape who McCullough is now.
“Playing sports helped me in so many ways,” she said, listing 
dedication, work ethic and leadership among her learned traits 
from taking part in team sports.
 She said attending school far enough away as to not be able 
to come home will be “an eye opener, because I’m from Florida, 
but raised in Zephyrhills.”
 McCullough is eager to travel, listing Japan, Australia and 
Machu Picchu, an ancient city in Peru, as her preferred destina-
tions. She has traveled a bit with club teams and spent time in 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and New York on summer vacations.
 McCullough said her mother, Meagan Simmons, and father 
encouraged her to attend school elsewhere and to travel.
 “They both told me that you don’t want to stay here your 
whole life,” McCullough said. “My parents inspired me to 

have goals.”
 Her parents and rela-
tives also let McCullough 
know just how important 
it was to get good grades, 
something she has done 
ever since elementary school 
and through her studies at 
Infinity Academy, and on-
line learning site before at-
tending Stewart Middle and 
Zephyrhills.
 “My family instilled 
in me that school was just 
an important thing,” Mc-
Cullough said. “They gave 
me the confidence that I 
could do well.”
 Aside from her stellar 
grades and achievements on 
the basketball court, McCullough has belonged to several aca-
demic clubs at Zephyrhills. That list includes the National Hon-
or Society, outstanding underclassmen as a freshmen, AP Schol-
ar Award as a junior and various leadership awards.
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Taija McCullough
By Steve Lee
News Reporter

Radiology is in the future for
home-schooled senior on dual enrollment

at Pasco-Hernando State College  

Ranked third in her class as a sophomore, Alexandria Pouli-
menos kicked it up a notch to finish second overall and become 
Zephyrhills High’s salutatorian for 2021. She graduates with a 
weighted 4.58 grade point average.

As much as she relishes that title, however, Poulimenos 
feels it will not matter much in 20 years and believes where she 
ranks in her class isn’t the be-all, end-all of who she is as a per-
son.

“It wasn’t so much I had to move up, it just happened,” she 
said. “I do enjoy school. It’s nice to accomplish this.”
 Poulimenos noted that she has not always been a great stu-
dent.

“In elementary school I didn’t try very hard,” said Poulim-
enos, who became more serious about school in the fourth and 
fifth grades when she began to win science fairs.

Poulimenos finds her passion in health sciences, along with 
classical music. She plans to major in radiology and become a 
certified x-ray technician. She got a head start by interning in the 
radiology department at AdventHealth Zephyrhills.
 “I liked being able to talk to the patients and understanding 

their points of view,” Poulimenos said.
 Glad to have found something she is passionate about Pou-
limenos wants to encourage others to find what they like and 
not just settle: “I couldn’t imagine spending my life in some-
thing I’d be miserable in.”
 Like many exceptional students, Poulimenos had a favorite 
teacher in Sarah Gude, who taught science before retiring last 
year.
 “She just really encouraged me and it paid off in the end be-
cause I ended up liking the subject,” Poulimenos said.
 Not really into sports or other extracurricular activities, 
Poulimenos finds her inner peace in playing classical music on 
the piano. She played the clarinet briefly at Weightman Middle 
School but has been at the keyboards since the age of 8 and is 
self-taught. She enjoys playing music with her sister Chole, a 
Zephyrhills freshman who plays the guitar.
 “It’s stress relief,” Poulimenos said.
 Having taken classes at Pasco-Hernando State College since 
she was a sophomore, Poulimenos was home-schooled for her 
entire senior year. She missed interacting with her classmates 
and teachers, which will be mentioned in her graduation speech.
 “It just takes away the whole personability. I miss that,” she 
said. “I wasn’t going to be spending a lot of time at the high 
school because I was doing dual enrollment. This school year is 
so different than anything we’ve gone through, so I just want to 

talk about how well (class-
mates) adjusted.”
 Poulimenos and her 
sister moved to Florida 
from Indiana eight years 
ago with her parents. De-
metrius and Jill Poulime-
nos have been married for 
21 years.
 Traveling, national-
ly as well as internation-
ally, is something Poulim-
enos enjoys with her fam-
ily. Among her most mem-
orable and fun trips was a 
family visit to Greece, her 
father’s homeland, in 2019. 
She also mentioned visits to Hawaii, Puerto Rico and New York 
City.
 On a more local scene, the family likes to visit Tarpon 
Springs for a glimpse of the Greek heritage, sponge docks and, 
of course, Helena’s Bakery.
 “I like seeing new places and learning new things; seeing 
other cultures and meeting new people,” Poulimenos said.

By Steve Lee
News Reporter

 Iyonna Adams Madison Aguilera Josephine Allison Jazmyne Arndt Summer Bailey Clifton Baker

 Nicole Baker Mike Barber Jaylen Barge James Beaver Kaitlyn Beavers Rachel Bissett

Alexandria Poulimenos

Michael Dominic Adam
Abigail Rose Adams
Samuel David Aguilar Ruiz 
Tariq Al-Arnaout 
Daniel Robert Alabaugh 
Lexz Rose Alde 
Brian Gregory Ashmore, Jr
Ryan Linwood Balkcom 
Angelina Noel Barnes 
Josue Alim Barreto Cardenas
Autumn Shannon Bayless 
Brandyn Chad Boydston 
Joseph Robert Breemes 
Ashanti Marie Brockington 
Dustin Walter Brodeak 
Hunter James Bruss 
Mackenzie Sierra Buchanan 
Hailey Elizabeth Cameron 
Isaac Esau Castellanos
Mariana Chavez 
Samantha Chavez 

Joseph Lee Combs 
Erin Lee Cruite 
Nellie Angelica Cruz 
Elian Cruz 
Rosmy Cruz Luis 
George Clifford Degroot, Jr
Zachery Frank Demello 
Kayley Ann DeWitt 
Tara Paige Dieckober 
Lyric Jade Dixon-Seal 
Zachary James Donaldson 
Emily Rachel Drew 
Dwayne Dirk Dunn, Jr
Devin Scott Eubanks 
Eternity Janaya Faison 
Angie Sofia Farfan 
Zeke Johannes Fehlberg 
Joseph Gavin Franklin 
Ky-Leigh Marie Freed 
Isaac John Freeman
Eric Shaun Freeman 

Pamela Kalynn Garcia 
Cassandra Denice Garner 
Austin Cole Geiger 
Alex Rey Guerra 
Jessica Guo 
Adrian Ruben Guzman 
Kassie Marie Hamilton 
Taylor-Ann Todd Hatfield 
Dylan Joseph Heath 
Dalton Ray Helms 
Marlana Joy Hendrick 
Noe Hernandez, Jr
Enrique Robert Herrera 
Cage Lane Hill 
Kaleb Harley Hilton 
Anthony Millience Joseph Hollars 
Melody Dawn Holloway
Brenna Ryanne Hooks 
Emily Jean Hughes 
Daniel Andres Juanillo-Feliz 
Justin Thomas Kline 

Kobe Daniel Knowlton Greene 
McKenzi Elizabeth Krebiehl 
Jaden Anne LaFosse 
David George Lauterborn, IV 
Amber Jordan Leach
Ceejay Liberatore 
Collin Joseph Lindsey 
Julian Blake Lortz 
Damon Lance Manchester 
Bryan Jonathan Marques Torres 
Leianna Mae McCue 
Taija Renea McCullough
Shelby Maddison Riley McGowan 
Isaiah David Meads 
Christian Mejia
Kaalce Lee-Ann Merritt 
Zachary Antonio Morin 
Katherine Michele Murphy
Ryan Jacob Murphy 
Colton Joe Nelson 
Kevin Lee Nelson, Jr

Johnathan Gil Newman 
Hamza Abdul Nicholson 
Shamilah Rashidah Nicholson 
Jennifer Ashonti Nonor 
Devin James O’Connor 
Jose Johan Olvera 
Nelyanth Marie Ortiz Santiago 
Kylee Elizabeth Osgood 
Celeste Marie Otero 
Vrushal Mukeshkumar Patel 
Sierrah Paige Peacock
Kyla Angel Pelletier 
Etrinidy Estaijah Tashon Phillips 
Jarek Nathaniel Piankowski 
Alexis Mariah Pickrell 
Ronald Raymond Plante, Jr
Gabrielle Angelina Popolillo 
Selegna Mitchelle Ramos Torres 
Angelique Ray 
Alex K Reaves A
Katherine Rose Ridge 

Josue Miguel Rivera 
Bobby Rivera, Jr. 
Jadriel Anthony Rivera 
Kolt Dylan Robbins 
Peter Troy Rocha 
Anna Claire Rood 
Zyre Jheim Deon Roundtree 
Zachary Ryan Ruffin 
Anthony Toma’s-B Russo 
Colby Dale Ryan 
Jacob Dean Ryser 
Franchesca Natalia Salcedo 
Yariluz Santiago 
Bethany Paige Sears 
Chelsea Scott Shannon
Makayla June Shipley 
Marissa Lynn Shivers 
Jessielyz Silva-Lazu 
Cody Joseph Smith 
Justinemarie Zoar Tanco Castro 
Kailey Marie Thurow 

Makell Zamir Toby 
Austin James Varnado 
Adrian Luis Vazquez 
Kaycee Velez-Santiago 
Barbara Ann VonKlock 
Isabelle Nicole Wallner 
Patrick Glenn Walls 
Jason Paul Wansor, II
Madison Mackenzie Ward 
Ashley Lynn Webb 
Christopher James Weed, Jr
Lailia Amyia Williams 
Chassidy Faith Wilmoth 
Asia Michael Wilner 
Caleb Mathias Winkler 
Haylee Ann Wood - Rebensky 
Hannah Elizabeth Wyatt 
Hayley Jo York 

Zephyrhills high 2021 graduates not photographed
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 Halieann Biston Michael Bolanos Andrew Bowling Mason Bragg Nia Brooks Andrew Butler

 Mikayla Case Alyssa Chavez Mariana Chavez Jarrett Coalburn Adrianna Colman Yanielyz Morales Cordova

 Clayton Cornelius Elyssa Coure-Compton Diamond Cowart McKenzie Cruz Abdiel Cordero Cruz Brianna Cunningham

 Denavion Davis Kyle Davis Jenna Devin Cailey Dobbs Gavyn Dorsey Chloe Douglas

Class of 2021

CONGRATULATIONS

We hope your dreams 
take you...
To the corners of your 
smiles, 
to the highest of your 
hopes, 
to the windows of your 
opportunities, and 
to the most special 
places your heart has 
ever known!!!!

Shoot for the
moon… and
even if you
miss,
you will
land within 
the stars.  

Good luck 
on your next 
endeavor
Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural 
College Bound!!!!

Brian 
Ashmore 

Love,
Your entire 
family!!!  

6:00am –9:00pm

Open 7 Days

SERVED ALL DAY
Breakfast

Lunch
Dinn� 

5214 Gall Blvd., Zephyrhills • (813) 782-9556

Now go reach for the sky after we sweeten your day with a 
FREE SLICE OF PIE

To Every 2021 Zephyrhills and Dade City
High School Graduate

with Purchase.

B&N LENZ ENTERPRISES, LLC

Nils R. Lenz, 
MBA, EA

Providing fl exible, effi cient, 
on-demand execution of 

your fi nancial project.

Give me a call (813) 782-9491
Enrolled Agent • Qualifi ed to Practice Before the IRS

39104 3RD AVE.
ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542-5264

Are You Having
Problems with the IRS?

ACCOUNTANT - Business / Individual

• Tax Planning Preparation
• Tax Resolution
• Bookkeeping
• Business Start Up Counseling

Aim High!
Wishing our graduates the height of 

success and good fortune.
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 Asiah Downing Heaven Duhaney Sloan Elliott Chasity Emery Trinity Exum Grace Fisher

 Melissa Morales Fonseca Jean Fraley Emily Franklin Johev Funes Tre’Daraian Gallimore Jarrin Galyan

 Adriana Garcia Ethan Garcia Faith Gill Roberto Gomez Khyaara Grant Jovonne Guzman

 Jai Halyard Hope Hamady Diamond Hampton Cheyanne Hancock Ethan Hardy Yasser Hechavarria

No matter which road you choose,
No matter how long it may seem,

Let your heart be your guide along the way,
If you want to ful� ll your dreams.

No matter the detours, the road blocks or dark nights,
Continue your heart’s desire.

Lift up your torch, and don’t be afraid,
To see the world on � re.

You are the light of a new day,
Shine for all to see.

Carry your knowledge from this day forward,
Blaze a trail for history.

No one will ever be quite like you,
Remember this important truth.
We all have a purpose in this life,

And it begins in our youth.
Who you are now, and who you will become,

Is determined by your soul.
And with your dreams in your heart, to lead the way,

You can conquer any goal.

www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us

5335 8TH STREET • ZEPHYRHILLS
(813) 780-0000

Gene Whit� eld - Mayor
William (Billy) Poe, Jr. - City Manager

ZEPHYRHILLS CITY COUNCIL
W. Alan Knight - President

Jodi Wilkeson - Vice President
Kenneth M. Burgess, Councilman

Lance A. Smith - Councilman
Charles E. Proctor - President

Graduate

Congratulations to the Class of 2021

6606 GALL BLVD.  ZEPHYRHILLS
813.782.4272

www.sonnysbbq.com

NeW ReAl DeAl RiB
SaNdWiCh
Off-the-bone Baby Back Rib meat, 
pickles, red onions and fried banana 
peppers on a bun.
Served with a side and drink.

CeRtIfIeD AnGuS BrIsKeT®
GrIlLeD ChEeSe
Chopped Brisket, queso and melty Cheddar 
cheese stacked on garlic bread.

sOnNy’s cUbAnTm

Pulled and Sliced Pork piled high on toasted 
garlic bread, topped with Swiss cheese, 
pickles, and our Mustard BBQ sauce.

$11.99
$8.99

Served on garlic bread or a toasted sandwich bun, 
with your choice of Sidekick and Sonny’s Signature 
Sweet Tea or a soft drink.

Sandwich only

Congratulations Class of 2021!
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 Evelyn Hernandez Jade Herndon Laila Huffman Christian Hupp Kyle Johnson Raykwon Johnson

 Stephanie Johnson Naliyah Jones Anyla Jordan Tanner Kardashian William Kelley Aleah Killebrew

 Isaiah Lawrence Cyndria Lee Elijah Legranvil Michael Lillien Shawn Lindsay Damian Lundy

 Emma Markel Daisy Martinez Lucas McClurg Dajuan McCullough Jayden Medina Kodie Morton

www.ReutimannCollision.com

ZEPHYRHILLS
37529 TALL PINES DR.
(813) 782-4152

DADE CITY
14343 8TH STREET

(352) 437-3200

“Family Owned
& Operated”

“Written Lifetime 
warranty
on all repairs”

WE NEVER PROVIDE 
ANYTHING LESS THAN 
PROFESSIONAL, HONEST 
WORK!

HOURS: 
MON.-FRI.

7:45AM – 5:30PM

WE ARE YOUR 
COMPLETE 
COLLISION AUTO 
REPAIR CENTER

The Future
Looks Bright

• Professional Collision Repair
  & Painting
• Work with all Major Insurance
  Companies
• Minor Mechanical Repairs
• Uni-body & Full Frame Straightening
• Computerized Laser Measuring
   Frame & Repair
• Major Fleet Service Collision Repair
• Motorhome Repair & Painting
• 24/7 Towing Service
• Rental Car Agency available
   in moments notice
• Pick-up & Drop-off  Service
• FREE Computerized Estimates

May all of your
hopes and dreams
come true,
graduates!

38023 MEDICAL CENTER AVE., ZEPHYRHILLS
(Located next to the Hospital in the blue roof buildings)

INfANTS THRu AgE 24

(813) 715-2812 Hours: Monday-Friday 2pm-9pm; 
Saturday 9am-1pm

Accepting:  Self Pay, Private 
Insurance and Medicaid

Susan Hinds, APRN
Cynthia Fagan, APRN
Susanna Costello, APRNPHYSICAL EXAMS

• School / Day Care Physicals
• Camp Physicals
• Sports Physicals
• CDL – DOT Exams

LABORATORY TESTINg
• DOT Federal Drug and Alcohol
• Urine Drug Testing
• DNA Testing

Walk-ins
Welcome!

Spring is
in the air…
Is it a cold or
seasonal
allergy?

Pediatric urgent Care

LET YOuR DREAMS BE BIggER THAN 
YOuR fEARS & YOuR ACTIONS LOuDER 
THAN YOuR WORDS...

Congratulations graduates!

38535 PALM GROVE DRIVE
ZEPHYRHILLS
(off Highway 301, Southside of Zephyrhills)

• Wood and Laminate Cabinets
• Many Cabinet Door Selections 
• Countertops: Quartz, Granite & Laminate

www.swcustomcabinets.com
(813) 788-3856

FREE In-Home Measurement 
& Design Consultation

KITCHEN & BATH
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

Since 1972, 
3-generations 

of skilled 
cabinetmakers 

providing 
quality second 

to none!

TAKE YOUR CABINETS FAR BEYOND SIMPLE STORAGE.
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 Jaelyn Moss Norman Paz Munoz Hayley Myers Trevor Myers Amy Nandan Gisele Navarra

 Sherlyn Garcia Olvera Nicole Owens Justin Pace Fernando Padilla Gary Patterson Edgardo Soto Perez

 Alexandria Poulimenos Jordan Randolph Kaylnn Reaves Adela Reynel Hannah Richard John Rio

 Denali Rivera Daniel Rodriguez Natalia Rodriguez Anthony Rojas Cain Russell Jaiden Ryker

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE

CLASS OF 2021
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 Brittany Sanborn Marcos Saucedo John Self Malia Selin Emiliano Serrano Tyler Seymour

 Briana Simmons Taj Simms Hannah Smith Hailey Snyder Jorden Soule Kayce Straughn

 Michael Thurber Yahir Torres Tatiana Urbina Orin Vaughn Lauren Vo Clayton Wieck

 Kyra Wilcox Samantha Wilkes Alexander Williams

Catering • Full Service Bar
• Party Room • Kids Zone  • Free Wifi • Hi-Def TVs

352-567-4136
14136 7th Street • Downtown Dade City

Like 
us on

Always
REMEMBER
you are BRAVER
than you believe
STRONGER
than you seem and
SMARTER than you think.

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2021
...may your future be filled with 
success and happiness
From Your Friends at

12329 HIGHWAY 301, DADE CITY
Located next to Big John’s Janitorial Supplies

(352) 437-4866

UNIQUE GIFTS
HOME & SEASON DéCOR

GARDEN FLAGS & ACCENTS
APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

GREETING CARDS

Treasured Friends
GiFT shop

Congratulations
Class of 2021

(813) 395-6992
4915 Allen Rd.

ZephyRhills
(Hillvest Shopping Center across from Big Lots)

Pet Parlor
Zephyrhills premier 

GroominG salon

OPEN: Mon.-Sat. 
8:30am-5:00pm

All Breeds
Welcome!

*Deliveries end 1 hour before closing time.

Offering... A large variety of fresh
sandwiches, wraps, salads, sides & sweet treats! 

Catering & Platters Available

39013 CR 54 EAST, ZEPHYRHILLS • 813-783-6396

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Monday-Saturday 
10am-7pm; Closed on Sunday

FREE
LOCAL

DELIVERY

Congratulations Class of 2021
It's your year and your future!
We wish you boundless
success today and
always.

Congratulations Class of 2021

With much appreciation to 
Leonard’s Photography

for the use of
student photos.

With much appreciation to 

813-355-4795
38367 CR 54 East, ZEphyRhills 33542

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am - 6pm; Sunday 12pm – 5pm

EvolvE foR innER pEaCE…
Visit our showroom today!
• Insense • Candles • Herbs • Essential Oils • Stones
• Gems • Crystals • Salt Lamps • Smudging Supplies 
and more…

• Crystal Bed Session
• Intuitive Readings
   (Oracles, Tarot, Medium,
   Astrology)

Annette Brooks,
Owner
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Thalia
Soto

Brian
Schildt Jr.

Thalia Soto is just following 
in her mother’s footsteps

 Having a mother who was co-valedictori-
an of Pasco High (Class of 1992) gave Thalia 
Soto something to aim for. The Pasco se-
nior, who fi nished fi rst in her class with a 4.7 
weighted grade point average, now has some-
thing special to share with her mother, Olga 
Villa, a physician at AdventHealth Zephyr-
hills.
 “It’s kind of like a bond,” Soto said. 
“Growing up grades have always been one of 
the most important things to (her mother and 
father, Pedro Soto). 
 Soto knew she was in the running for the 
top spot in her class and, being a competi-
tor who played two years on Pasco’s softball 
team, felt that she got rewarded for her dili-
gent academic eff orts.
 “It just feels nice to be fi rst,” she said. “I 

like being good at things. I was excited to be 
fi rst, but not so excited because I have to do a 
speech and I’m not the best presenter.”
 She already has drafted a speech she will 
deliver to her classmates during the gradua-
tion ceremony. It will focus on encouragement 
and looking forward to a bright future, which 
she admits is not quite as good as her moth-
er’s.
 Soto plans to attend Florida State Univer-
sity, saying she chose the Tallahassee campus 
over the University of Florida in Gainesville, 
which she also highly considered, because of 
the scenic, hilly area. She plans to major in 
psychology, noting that some of the people she 
knows have had diffi  culty battling through de-
pression and anxiety over the past year while 
dealing with the coronavirus pandemic.
 “I’ve always been interested in mental 
health,” Soto said. “I just want to be able to 
help people.”
 Soto took dual enrollment and has an As-
sociate’s of Arts degree from Pasco-Hernando 
State College. She also is a shift manager at the 
McDonald’s in Dade City. Taking high school 
and college classes, along with work, are rea-
sons why she dropped softball.

BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter

Baseball standout is the
epitome of a student-athlete

 Excelling in the classroom and on the 
baseball diamond are equally rewarding for 
Brian Schildt Jr., but the Pasco salutatorian re-
alizes his future lies in academics more so than 
athletics.
 A standout utility player for the Pirates, 
he will graduate second in his class with a 
4.64 weighted grade point average. Schildt Jr. 
plans to continue his education at the Univer-
sity of Florida and major in applied physiol-
ogy and kinesiology. Beyond that is medical 
school and possibly being an anesthesiologist.
 “It’s a real nice location and I love the 
atmosphere,” he said of choosing to attend 
that prestigious school in Gainesville, adding 
that his girlfriend, Cypress Creek cheerleader 
Brooke Sokolowski also will study at Florida. 
 Baseball is in the family, so to speak, with 
Shildt Jr. following such Pasco High standouts 

as brothers Jacob Schildt and A.J. Rainaldi. 
Schildt Jr. came up through the Dade City Lit-
tle League and San Antonio Dixie League. He 
also played football at Pasco for two years be-
fore switching to golf last fall.
 His athletic pursuits notwithstanding, 
academics were always a high priority in the 
family.
 “If I brought home anything but an A I 
was in trouble,” said Schildt Jr., adding that 
his parents, Angel and Brian Sr., “set high 
standards. I never wanted to be mediocre. I 
wanted to set my standards high. It’s in my 
DNA to work hard.”
 Three of four siblings went to college. 
Aside from Rainaldi, the others were Ashtyn, 
25, and 24-year-old Ashlynn Rainaldi. Only Ja-
cob Schildt, 26, did not attend college.
 Among the academic groups Shildt Jr. 
joined in high school were National Honor So-
ciety, Parent Teacher Student Alliance, Posi-
tive Coaching Alliance and the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.
 Faith plays a major role in his life with 
Schildt Jr. saying, “Always rely on God. No 
matter what scenarios I was put in there’s al-
ways a plan for me.”

BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter

 Jaden Ahl Jake Albrighton Lilian Allman Tania Alvarez Sebastian Ameerali Emily Armstrong

 Scott Atkins Zachary Backlinie Alexandra Barath Joshua Barcenas Gabriel Barnes Jovanny Bates

Atheena Kuriakose fulfi lls
father’s wishes and is headed 
to the University of Florida

 Being valedictorian for the Cambridge 
program at Pasco High is something Athee-
na Kuriakose apparently was predestined for. 
It also helps that she earned an Associates of 
Arts degree through dual enrollment at Pasco-
Hernando State College. 
 “My dad told me you’re going to be the 
valedictorian,” she recollected. “I was just like, 
please dad, don’t say that. It’s never going to 
happen. He was really happy. It was a really 
good moment to tell both of my parents.”
 Aby and his wife Minimol wish their 
daughter well at the University of Florida, 
where she will major in chemistry and minor 
in biology, declining to go into the family busi-
ness. The Kuriakose’s own The Sleep Associ-
ates of Florida in Zephyrhills.
 Having had TMJ disorder and seeing oral 
surgeons at a young age, Kuriakose plans to 

pursue pre-dental studies. She has been in 
the Cambridge program since Pasco Middle 
School. This year’s class includes 86 Cam-
bridge graduates. It is a program with an in-
ternational, pre-university curriculum that fo-
cuses on balanced studies and positive rein-
forcement.
 “I really like the learning style,” Kuria-
kose said. “It’s a crazy, good way to learn.
 Kuriakose’s parents immigrated from 
India and she was born in Florida. She often 
makes family trips back to their homeland. 
While Kuriakose maintains a busy schedule 
she makes time for Indian Bollywood Dance, 
something she has done all of her life.
 “It’s something I really like to do and I’ll 
do it in college too,” she said. “It’s a good way 
to connect with my culture.”
 Kuriakose also has learned sign language, 
something she was inspired to do since her 
cousin, Tanya Matthew who lives in New 
York, is deaf.
 Kuriakose played golf for the Pirates for 
four seasons and was named the most im-
proved player as a senior. That, she noted, 
helped her with confi dence. She credits golf 
coach Anthony Webb and English teacher 
Irene Salazar as the most infl uential adults in 
the school.

Armed with an AA from
Pasco-Hernando State

College, Jender is headed to the 
University of South Florida

 Upon being informed that she was the sa-
lutatorian for the Cambridge School based at 
Pasco High, Allyson Jender reacted in some-
what disbelief.
 “At fi rst I was like, this can’t be right be-
cause I knew so many people that I thought 
could be (ranked) higher than me,” she rec-
ollected. “Then I started realizing I’ve taken 
higher classes, so this kind of fi ts.”
 Jender, who carried a 4.75 weighted grade 
point average, admits to being a very emo-
tional person, which is why she opted out 
of giving a speech to her fellow Cambridge 
graduates. Emotional or not, she is proud of 
her grades and the activities she took part in, 
as well as dealing with the challenge of tak-
ing classes online since midway through her 

junior year due to restrictions stemming from 
the coronavirus pandemic.
 Jender, who plans to major in environ-
mental science at the University of South Flor-
ida, earned and Associate of Arts Degree from 
Pasco-Hernando State College in May. She 
would someday like to work for a major ener-
gy company, especially in research and devel-
opment.
 “I love learning about new concepts,” Jen-
der said.
 An avid softball player who came up 
through the Dade City Little League, Jender 
played four seasons for the Pirates and with 
several travel teams in Tampa the past few 
summers. Her sister Madison, a 2018 Pasco 
graduate ranked in the top 10 of her class, was 
a standout tennis player for the Pirates. Oth-
er activities included National Honor Society, 
National Science Society and the Cambridge 
Ambassadors
 The Cambridge program is in its seventh 
year at Pasco High and this year’s class in-
cludes 86 graduates. It off ers an internation-
al, pre-university curriculum with an empha-
sis on broad and balanced studies, as well as 
positive reinforcement.

PASCO HIGH CAMBRIDGE

Atheena
Kuriakose

BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter

PASCO HIGH
CAMBRIDGE

Allyson 
Jender

BY STEVE LEE
News Reporter
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 Tessa Beagle Olivia Bermudez Kristen Berry Hannah Boltin Avery Brazzeal Cayden Brierley

 Dalton Brock Nicholas Brown Hope Bruss Amir Burgess Fabiola Campos Emiliano Hernandez  
      Campos

 Alexander Cano Angela Cardenas Berenice Cardoso Alma Carrasco Ana Carrasquillo Quentin Carrero

 Madison Castle Gideon Castorena Yanira Catalan Johnathan Catalano Edwin Pizarro Cedeno Alexa Chavez

PERSONAL INJURY • REAL ESTATE LAW

BUSINESS & CONSTRUCTION LAW

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

WILLS, TRUSTS & PROBATE

BANKING & FORECLOSURE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE AND TRAFFIC

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

LANDLORD-TENANT LAW

BE PROUD 
of how far you have come

&

BELIEVE
in how far you can go!

13134 US HIGHWAY 301, DADE CITY, FL 33525  •  (352) 458-4700

Daniel W. 
Burgess, Jr. Esq. 
2004 Zephyrhills 
High Graduate

Matthew E. 
Maggard, Esq.
2003 Pasco 
High Graduate

Best
Selection
of La-Z-Boys 
in the Area!

ADJUSTABLE MOTION QUEEN WITH 
COOL TWIST MEMORY FOAM

LIMITED
SUPPLY! 
HURRY!

NOW

$1,29900

$99900

COMPLETE

14147 U.S. 98 BYPASS, DADE CITY • 352-567-0030
(Corner of E. Pasco Avenue and the Bypass)

                     WE OFFER SAME DAY PICKUP & NEXT DAY DELIVERY!

FINDING THE RIGHT MATTRESS SHOULDN’T
BE TIRING. SHOP OUR SLEEP CENTER, AND 

CLIMB INTO A DREAM EVERY NIGHT!

Photos Are For Illustration Purposes Only. Not 
responsible for typographical errors.

All sales are fi nal.* With approved credit. See 
store for details

Everyday You Get Our Best...
BEST SELECTION! BEST PRICE! BEST QUALITY!

PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE!

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-3pm

Offering Top 
Brands You 
Know and 

Trust

                     WE OFFER SAME DAY PICKUP & NEXT DAY DELIVERY!

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2021

“Comfort and Quality From Our Family To Yours”

• POWER HEADREST
• POWER LUMBAR
• STAIN RESISTANT
   REVOLUTION FABRIC

NEW
ARRIVAL!

ROCKER RECLINERS
MANUAL & POWER AVAILABLE!

$999.95 $1,499.95

WITH USB CHARGING PORT

LEATHER POWER RECLINING 
SOFA & LOVESEAT

LEATHER MOTION
LOVESEATS & SOFAS 

MANUAL OR 
POWER LEATHER 
OR CLOTH

NEW!
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 Lizbet Chavez Simeon Clemons Kayla Contreras Reese Cooper Jayden Coppola Julianna Cova

 Julian Crespo Autumn Cross Coleman Cruther Isabella Cucinelli Karigan Cummins Jacqueline Cupo

 Emma D’Amore Hiarintzi De La Cruz Hannah Denney Alysa Donez Chelsea Donez Hannah Edgeman

 Aidan Edwards Emma Edwards Ashton Esqueda Eduardo Esqueda Diamon Evans Jackson Evans

A U T O M O B I L E  A C C I D E N T S  •  PE R S O N A L  I N J U R Y

W R O N G F U L  D E A T H  •  D U I  •  C R I M I N A L  L A W

M A R I T A L  &  FA M I L Y  •  R E A L  E S T A T E  •  B U S I N E S S

P R O B A T E  •  WI L L S  •  PO W E R  O F  A T T O R N E Y S 

www.manderlawgroup.com

“A full-service Law Firm with dedicated attorneys combining over 
140 years of legal experience who get results.”

SUCCESS is no accident.
It is HARD WORK,
PERSEVERANCE,
LEARNING,
SACRIFICE,
and most of all, LOVE
for what you are doing
or learning to do.

Congratulations Graduates!

14217 3RD STREET, DADE CITY, FL 33523  
(352) 567-0411

A.R. “Chip” Mander, III
David J. Murphy
Daniel L. Dwyer

Khara Alvero
Keeley Karatinos

William C. Anderson
Bobbi Madonna
Brandon Selph
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 Victor Fajardo Tommy Fernandez Daniela Figueroa Savannah Fisher Thomas Floberg Esmeralda Flores-Chacon

 Isabelle Foote Jada Formby Travis Fowler Trista Fox Alexis Freeman Hailie Fuentes

 Logan Gagne Hayden Garafolo Hope Garafolo Alexa Garcia David Garcia Isabella Garcia

 Samairra Garcia Willliam V Gerrell Malcolm Gibbs Johnathan Gillispie Matthew Glynn Alani Gomez

 Antonio Gonzalez Lizbeth Gonzalez Kimberly Goodman Anna Gorman Mia Granados Guadalupe Gutierrez

 Chloe Haager Logan Haga Zayvion Harris Jalayia Harrison Josiah Harrison Joseph Hendrickson

Representative Randy Maggard
              Florida House of Representatives, District 38

Creekside Center
35358 SR 54  Zephyrhills, Florida 33541

(813) 780-0667 (813) 780-0669 Fax
randy.maggard@myfloridahouse.gov
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 Annalisa Hernandez Daisy Hernandez Emily Hernandez Hector Hernandez Jasmine Hernandez Sara Hernandez

 Vanessa Hernandez Shawntae Hillman Dalanie Hodock Augustus Hoff Arturo Hoffman Savannah Houghtalin

 Jacob Houichi Genesis Howell Sierra Hoy Brianna Huckelby Amiran Hughes Yasmeen Hussain

 Mason Hutsell Amiliah Isaac Haley Jansen Summer Jayne Allyson Jender Aubree Johnson

 La’Dainian Johnson Amerina Jones Scarlett Jones Kelsey Kadlub Kellen Kender Kennedy Ketola

 Chance Kiuber Alison Klopschinski Colton Konow Atheena Kuriakose Lillian Kurz Joshua Larkin

5008 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS • (813) 783-9900

• Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services • Transfers North
Veterans Internment and Cremation,  Plans / Preplanning / Prefunding Arrangements

With over 40 years of experience our passion for helping
families is the heart of Whitfi eld Funeral Home.

As you graduate may you be BLESSED with the pride of a
job well done, the LOVE of those closest to you
and CONFIDENCE in your future.
Most of all remember, GOD
will continue to hold in the
palm of His hand.

Gene Whitfi eld, LFD, Ernestine Whitfi eld, Tim Whitfi eld, Amy Whitfi eld, LFD,
Robin Whitfi eld, “Jake, Kylie, Delanie Brook, Sadie Grace and our support team.

“Our Hometown Family Serving Your Family”

OUR FUNERAL HOME PROVIDES:
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 Hailee Lethco Ethan Lineberry Jose Lira Veronica Luna-Sanchez Bradley Lynch Justin Lynch

 Taylor Mack Morgan Maddox Caylee Maffett Cole Maffett Nasharie Maldonado Hannah Mammen

 Krysten Manley Chamber Manning Jose Marie Laynee Marsee Kameron Mathis Brock McKendree

 Ja’Bari Mention Erick Mercado-Pascual Lane Mercer Chase Milam Asja Miles Hayden Miller

 Noah Miller Theresa Miller Zakari Miller Conner Mirrop Ethan Mitchell Kasandra Montes

 Brenda Morales Jimena Martinez Moran Alexis Morrell Michael Mott Sommer Mullins Trinity Musgrove

Call today to sChedule a personal Consultation! 352-523-2077

 Custom new homes, renovations and additions
 Custom wood decks
 Garage and storage buildings
 pole barns, horse stables

depend on our skills and 30 years experience to 
create unique ideas for spaces ranging from
1,000 sq. ft. to well over 12,000 sq. ft. 

our exceptional designs are guaranteed to meet all local 
and state of Florida Building Codes and will comply to 

wind code designs for your specific area. 

www.randywatsondesigns.com

hats off to the hardworking 
Class of 2021

We wish you continued success as you 
turn the page to an exciting new chapter.

Good luck, and best wishes!

8607 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS
813-782-3513

Quality is Our Passion. Over 35-years Experience

May your day be � lled with 
friendship and fun, and may 
your future be � lled with
success and happiness.
All the best!
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 Kaleb Myers George Neukom Maleena Newcomb Lily Newsome Christian Nichols Jocelyn Nichols

 Aliyah Norton Rocio Novoa Jerimy O’Neal Leslie Orozco Omar Maldonado Ortega Nadiah Ortiz

 Megan Parish Justan Parker Emerson Parks Alyson Partain Jose Pedro-Lopez Destiny Peeples

 Jordan Perez Octaver Perez Ronald Perez Mackenzie Petty Diego Pinheiro Hannah Plummer

 Dragan Pomorisac Tatriana Poncedeleon Garion Pope Brooke Ramer Hector Ramirez Daniel Garcia Ramirez

 Zachary Rehmann Angelica Rinconada Yanixa Ortiz Rivera Anthony Rizzo Alan Rodriguez Karis Roenicke

PERFORMANCE
SPEED & MACHINE SHOP

www.bullfrogperformance.net

Machine Shop Services
Dynamic Engine Balancing
Precision Cylinder Boring & Honing
Line Honing & Boring
Block & Head Decking & Surfacing
Rod Reconditioning
Piston & Rod R&R
Competition & Street Valve Jobs
Complete Parts Centerwww.bullfrogperformance.net

5037 GALL BLVD., ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33542 (813) 788-3663

Jeremiah Swindell
Machine Shop

Lee Montgomery
Parts Department

Best Wishes to the
Class of2021

We hope your commencement 
is fi lled with good friends, good 
times and good memories. 
We’re proud of you, and we 
wish you the best of luck today 
and always.

4542 GALL BOULEVARD | ZEPHYRHILLS | 813-780-1132
www.thomasandsoninc.com

ALL OUR DREAMS CAN COME
TRUE IF WE HAVE THE COURAGE

TO PURSUE THEM.

From your friends at

Never stop trying. Never stop learning. Live your life to the fullest.

- Walt Disney
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 Kassidy Rogers Hector Rosales Samantha Rosales Bethany Rosenbaum Rachael Ross Isabel Rubio

 Jacob Russell Peyton Russell Jacob Ryan Gillian Sacher-Brown Libertad Salas Melanie Sanchez

 Haylee Sanders Isabela Santos-Grant Anna Sattler Dulce Saucedo Brian Schildt Courtnee Scott

 Blake Scrivens Elwis Sequen Yesenia Sequen Lauren Sherman Jacqueline Simmons Abigail Sloan

 Cleon Solomon Thalia Soto Pedro Soto Jr Savion Spaights Megan Spencer Sydney Stanaland

 Patrick Stearns Hannah Sutton Brianna Thomas Madison Tillack Mariah Tillack Leigh Tillis

SPECIALIZING IN CLEANING
• Tile & Grout
• Furniture & Upholstery
• Carpet • Stain Removal
• Smoke & Pet Odor
   Elimination and more! 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!
(813) 783-2686

TIME FOR A

“Delivering an unparalleled level
of clean since 1992”

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it 
away from you. Wherever you go, go with all your heart.”

C� � atulati� s Graduates!
Clean up & Clean Out

BIGor SMALL,
we’ll take 
it all...

Family Owned & Operated

CALL (813) 710-0258
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS

• Garbage, Appliances, Desks, Fences Removal & Disposal
• Rental Property Clean Out
• Real Estate / Foreclosure / Estate Clean-outs
• Construction Clean-Up
• Yard Debris Removal & Disposal

25 Years 
Experience
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 Hailey Tjader Baylee Todd Autumn Toler Leonardo Torres Manuel Torres Maria Torres

 Marlen Torres Morgan Turgeon Juan Uribe Grace-Leigh VanBuren Lauren Vashon Anna Vazquez

 Shealyn Villa Lillyanna Wagner Savanna Wallace Jeffery Walmsley Olivia Walters Amanda Watkins

 Wade Watkins Alyssa White Olivia White Stephanie White Emma Whited Ethan Wiley

 Gabriel Wilkes Nevaeh Wilkes Alexis Williams Britney Williams Cameron Williams Grace Williams

 Olivia Willliams Benjamin Worthy Bryan Wright Culton Yaeger Michael Zasa Jacqueline Zavala

813-782-5013
4441 Allen Rd. | ZephyRhills

M-F 8-5 • Sat. 8-NooN

352-567-7678
15229 U.S. Hwy. 301 | DaDe City

M-F 8-5  Sat. 8-NooN

813-782-5013
3708 CopelaND Dr. | ZepHyrHillS

M-F 8-5 • Nov.-MarCH

www.bahrspropanegasandac.com

$100 OFF
On Any Central A/C Installed

Residential Households ONLY. Present Coupon.
One Location. Expires 6/30/21

FREE Extended Labor
Warranties Available on
Qualified High Efficiency

New A/C Units!

$10.00 OFF
A Service Call

Present Coupon.
Expires 6/30/21

$5.00 OFF
29-Point A/C

Maintenance Check
Present Coupon. Expires 6/30/21

$1.00 OFF
20 or 30 LB. Cylinder

Present Coupon. Expires 6/30/21

Proud to be Your 
Community
Propane Gas and 
Air Conditioning 
Company Since 
1988

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS,

MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS

ON NEW A/C 
INSTALLS!

The Sky’s the Limit
There’s no stopping
     you now, graduates!
Think big, work
  hard and enjoy
    your success.
    Congratulations!

FOR THE
DO-IT-YOURSELFER
WHO CAN TACKLE 
THE PROJECT,
VISIT

SUN STATE
Aluminum, Inc.

Family owned and operated since 1984

From screen rooms & carports to home remodeling projects 
and new home construction, we’re committed to helping our 

customers with quality products and honesty! 

6154 FORT KING RD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • 813-788-7308

IMPROVE YOUR HOME • SAVE MONEY • SOLVE PROBLEMS




